
SERVING THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY SINCE 1904VOL. 99 NO. 16
AN IN D E P E N D E N T ST U D E N T NE W S PA P E R • W W W.G W H AT C H E T.C O M

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2002  

Hatchet
The GW

INSIDE

2 5 10 14
NEWS
GW expands sports
activity classes

OPINIONS
Protesters off mark

GWEEKEND
Hannibal Lecter is back 

SPORTS
Paintball heads
to World Cup

Andrew Snow/photo editor
J Street workers and Progressive Student Union members celebrate after hearing that the local union voted
to strike. Despite the votes, union leaders said they’re hoping negotiations will prevent a work stoppage.

by Joe Gidjunis
Senior Staff Writer

GW President Stephen Joel
Trachtenberg said the University
is moving toward assigning stu-
dent identification numbers with-
out using Social Security numbers
to protect students’ identities in
response to student and parent
concerns.

The nine-digit Social Security
number is the
most commonly
used record
keeping identifi-
er in the country
and is used on
many college
campuses across
the nation. The
practice, has
come under
increasing fire
from privacy
advocates, who
say imposters
can use the num-
ber to steal an
individual’s per-

sonal information.
Many students said they are

unhappy with the University’s
automatic use of their Social
Security numbers as their student
identification numbers.

“I think social security num-
bers should be more private,” said
junior Vasily Starodubtsev. “If you

know certain information about a
person, it allows you to get access
to everything else.”

Freshman Joe Pounder was
glad to learn he could change his
student identification number
because he does not like the
University’s system.

“To use our Social Security
number for everything is absurd,”
he said. “It would be advanta-
geous to go through the process of
changing it.”

Identity theft, a crime in which
someone uses information such as
a Social Security number to obtain
credit or services in the name of
the victim, is becoming an “epi-
demic” said Linda Foley, execu-
tive director and founder of the
identity theft resource center in
San Diego.

Foley said students must put
“pressure” on the administra-
tion to use a number other than
Social Security numbers as iden-
tification.

“Colleges say they put you in
safe environments and they insist
they do something about date
rape and drinking,” Foley said.
“That same concern should be
there with the Social Security
number.”

Brian Selinsky, director of
Banner, GW’s main administrative
software, said that although offi-
cials debated changing the identi-
fication number, no changes have
been proposed. Selinsky said a
change would be both complex
and expensive.

To use our
Social

Security
number is

absurd.
–Joe Pounder

freshman

“

“

See NUMBERS, p. 11

Workers vote for strike
by Julie Gordon
University Editor

Unionized dining workers
voted Wednesday to strike if con-
tract negotiations with Aramark,
GW’s food service provider, con-
tinue to fall short of their needs.
Local 25 union representatives
characterized recent contract
negotiations as going “horribly,”
but said a strike is still their last
resort.

More than 90 percent of GW’s

unionized workers supported the
proposal. The Local 25 union rep-
resents workers at all on-campus
venues, except Malaysia Kopitan
and Sushi Express at J Street and
all food providers on the ground
floor of the Marvin Center. One
hundred of 105 workers voted at
the meeting.

Union members, J Street work-
ers and about 40 members of the
Progressive Student Union held
information sessions Wednesday
in the Marvin Center to educate

employees about their plan of
action.

Employees have cited poor
wages, healthcare and accident
care benefits, an inadequate
amount of sick days and vacation
days and respect from manage-
ment as their main concerns.
Aramark and the Local 25 have
been negotiating a new contract
since July, when their three-year
contract expired.

See EMPLOYEES, p. 12

Courtesy SBPM
The new SBPM building will stand between Funger and Madison halls.

by Andrea Nurko
Hatchet Reporter

GW will be one of dozens of
national universities to follow
the trend of building new busi-
ness schools when it breaks
ground on the new School of
Business and Public
Management building Oct. 17. 

The facility, Ric and Dawn
Ducques Hall, will be built on

the parking lot on 22nd St.
between Funger and Madison
Halls.

The 167,000 square-foot com-
plex will make the SBPM the third
school to receive a new building
within a five-year span if GW
meets a planned 2005 completion
date. The School of Media and
Public Affairs moved into the 21st

See SBPM, p. 13

Campus slows wireless plans

by Michael Kelly
Hatchet Reporter

Technology officials said GW
would like to expand wireless
Internet access to academic facili-
ties this year, but plans will be
post-poned while the University
addresses funding
and “hacking
issues.”

The Gelman
Library, Medical
Center Himmelfarb
Library, Kogan
Plaza and Pushkin
Plaza next to the
Academic Center
are currently
equipped for wire-
less users with lap-
top computers.
Students can access
the network if they
have a system card
and a Webmail
account.

Wireless access
is becoming cheap
and easy to use but
has “a serious
shortcoming,” its

vulnerability to hackers, said Guy
Jones, chief technology officer for
Information Systems and Services.

ISS e-mailed students a tech-
nology update a few weeks ago,
calling wireless access points a
“security nightmare.” 

“If used in a classroom setting,
for example, the possibility of
another student seeing your pass-
words and other traffic is very
high,” Jones said.

Some hackers practice “war
driving,” or driving around look-

ing for wireless radio signals,
Jones said. 

ISS officials are evaluating a
new encryption system, Virtual
Private Networking, which will
hopefully make the wireless sys-
tem more secure, Jones said.

“This effort will probably take 60
to 90 days before it is ready for pro-
duction use,” he said. He also said
that there will be a gradual rollout
after that. 

American University, which
has had wireless access in resi-

dence halls and
some academic
buildings since the
beginning of this
semester, also has
security concerns,
said American net-
work analyst
Manoj Abeysekara.

The university
created special
security settings
that only allow
students with
access codes to use
the system. 

“Otherwise, the
system is freely
available for any-
body to use,”

See WIRELESS,
p. 12

• Gelman Library (limited)
• Kogan Plaza  
• Pushkin Plaza 
• Medical Center

Himmelfarb Library

Current Wireless Zones

Proposed Wireless Zones

• Expanded Gelman Library
• Administrative buildings
• Expanded outdoor access
• Classrooms

ISS delays plans for
wireless access due to 
security concerns

■

SBPM readies  for
new building

Cost, logistics pre-
vent University from
changing student IDs

■

Students fear
misuse of SSNs
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