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The University will be testing all
campus water for lead in the coming
weeks after officials discovered at
least one on-campus building has a
lead service line. While an initial
check found that residential build-
ings on the Foggy Bottom and
Mount Vernon campuses are not
supplied by lead pipe lines, GW
inspectors found a lead service line
leading to the Judaic Studies
Department townhouse at 2142 G St.
during a search of office buildings.

The lines to the townhouse will
be replaced in the next month, and
GW expects the results from water
samples taken from all buildings in
about three weeks. While officials
said March 3 that they did not plan
to collect samples from buildings
and test water, GW left the testing
option open.

“At the time, we hadn’t made a
firm decision to test or not test,” said
Walter Gray, director of Facilities
Management. “The objective then
was to verify what (the D.C. Water
and Sewer Authority) had told us
about the kinds of service lines we
had, then decide what action we
would take.”

The University initially received
a list of the type of water service lines
from WASA in early March and
found the lead line during a visual
inspection by GW facilities’ employ-
ees.

“The University will be testing

the water to determine whether the
lead levels are in accordance with
EPA standards,” said Matt Nehmer,
assistant director of Media Relations.

Nehmer wrote in an e-mail that
the contractor will send water sam-
ples to an outside lab for analysis
and will share results when they
become available.

Judaic Studies Department
Chair Mark Saperstein said he
received an e-mail last week inform-
ing him of the discovery in the
department townhouse and direct-
ing office staff to stop using tap
water.

Saperstein said members of the
department, which has used the
building since the summer of 1998,
often use tap water to make coffee
and tea and also drink from a water
fountain. 

He was also supportive of
University testing measures even
though GW did not go ahead with
testing immediately. The project to
replace the department’s service line
will cost between $5,000 and $10,000,
Gray said.

Gray also urged that the discov-
ery of a lead pipe doesn’t mean there
was elevated lead in the water.

“We don’t know anything yet.
That’s what we’re waiting for the
tests to tell us,” he said.

He said the University told him
that medical attention was unneces-
sary.

“We have used coffee makers at
receptions … but I can’t imagine the
small amount of use means we need

to get a blood test,” Saperstein
added

The testing of GW’s drinking
water come after concerns about
high lead content in District water.
WASA is in the midst of replacing
hundreds of lead service lines after
investigations found an unhealthy
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and Gabriel Okolski
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Democratic presidential
nominee John Kerry will address

the GW com-
munity for the
second time in
a week and
o f f i c i a l l y
receive the
support of
Howard Dean
at a Kogan
Plaza rally
Thursday.

With Dean’s support, Kerry
will seek to show that the
Democrats are united in their
effort to take back the White
House in the November election. 

“He believes we need a
change from how George Bush
does business,” said Kathy
Roeder, a Kerry spokesperson

Kerry will also talk about his
“vision” for the United States,
and call for a more efficient
energy policy and the creation of
more jobs, she said.

More than 1,000 people are
expected to attend the 10:30 a.m.
rally, and tickets reserved for
GW students and staff were all
given out only two hours after
they were made available
Wednesday morning, said Matt
Nehmer, assistant director of
Media Relations.

Kerry picked GW to host the
rally because it will give him the
“unique chance” to address stu-
dents and speak in the heart of
D.C, Roeder said. 

“GW is an inseparable part
of the city and it’s a great oppor-

tunity to talk to students,” she
said.

Laila Hasan, president of the
College Democrats, said Kerry’s
speech would be very important
for the CDs and the University. 

“Obviously this give us pres-
tige across the country, and
we’re honored to have him,” she
said. “We’re excited and proud
that he is coming to our cam-
pus.”

Nehmer said national and
international media outlets have
expressed “a lot” of interest in
the event.

“This is going to be the pre-
mier speaking event, pretty
much, in Washington tomor-

row,” he said. 
“It’s going to be a big show,”

he added.
U.S. Secret Service and

University officials plan to
restrict pedestrian access to
Kogan Plaza between 6:45 a.m.
and 1:30 p.m. Thursday.
Vehicular traffic on the 2100
block of H Street will not be
allowed from 10 a.m. to 1:30
p.m. Gates will open at 9:30 a.m.

Last week, Kerry delivered a
national security speech at GW’s
Jack Morton Auditorium and
was pleased that University offi-
cials could accommodate him on
“short notice,” Nehmer said.

“They liked their experience

here at GW, so they came back at
their outdoor rally and we were
thrilled to have them,” he said.

Some students waiting in
line to get tickets to the rally
Wednesday morning said they
are excited to see Kerry and
Dean.

“GW is a politically active
campus,” sophomore Lauren
Paley said.  “Having them here
is great for us.”

“If (Kerry’s) president, it
should be good to see him before
he’s elected,” freshman Brennan
Berry said. 

At Thursday’s rally, Dean
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Jeff Baum/asst. photo editor
MPD Lt. Philip Lanciano (r.) is briefed by UPD officers on the
corner of 22nd and I Street during a bomb scare outside
Munson Hall Monday night. See story, p. 6.

Jeff Baum/asst. photo editor
Students wait in line in the Marvin Center for tickets to Thursday’s John Kerry and Howard Dean speech
on Kogan Plaza. The line wrapped through Columbian Square and out along H Street Wednesday morning.

GW students, staff
targeted in music file-
sharing lawsuits

�

RIAA
hits
GW

Dem. nominee to
receive Dean’s endorse-
ment on Thursday

�

Kerry to rally on Kogan Plaza

by Alan Siegel
Contributing Editor

The University canceled
the GW softball team’s sea-
son Monday after seven
games due to multiple
injuries that have kept the
team off the field since Feb.
29. Amid allegations that
head coach Shaunte’ Fremin
mentally and physically
abused players, the
University also hired an
independent investigator
this week to look into
Fremin and the athletic
department.

Robert Chernak, senior
vice for president Student
and Academic Support
Services, said GW’s deci-
sion to cancel the season
was not related to the alle-
gations against Fremin but
rather to the health of the
players. After University
medical staff determined
Monday morning that only
nine players could take the
field, including one whose
health was still questionable,

by Michael Barnett
Metro Editor

GW community members are
being targeted in the recording
industry’s latest wave of lawsuits
against online file-sharers.

The Recording Industry
Association of America announced
Tuesday that it will bring legal
action against an unidentified num-
ber of GW students and staff in its
effort to curb illegal file-sharing on
networks such as KaZaA. Students
could face more than $100,000 in
penalties if they are found liable in
the suits.

The RIAA, a trade group that
represents major record companies,
has asked officials at 21 universities,
including GW, to disclose the
Internet Protocol address of a total
of 89 individuals. IP addresses are
used to identify computers and the
identity of their owners.

GW officials said they have not
yet received subpoenas from the
RIAA for students’ IP addresses,
and indicated that they would
review the industry’s formal
requests to see if they are “lawfully
issued and enforceable.”

“(T)hey will be acted upon as
required by law,” said Matt
Nehmer, assistant director of Media
Relations, in a University press
release Tuesday afternoon.

Nehmer said University officials
are unsure whether the IP addresses
requested belong to GW students or
staff, and are awaiting formal notifi-
cation from the recording industry.

“It’s going to be hard for us to
comment or take any action until
we see those subpoenas,”
Nehmer said in an interview
Wednesday.

While the record companies
have been suing file-sharers since
January, Tuesday’s actions marks

Admin.
cancels
season

Sen. John Kerry

See KERRY, p. 17

See RIAA, p. 19See LEAD, p. 19

Univ. to test water purity

See SOFTBALL, p. 21

Culture Shock


