
by Katie Considine
Hatchet Staff Writer

 The Zeta Beta Tau fraternity 
will continue efforts to expand to 
GW but agreed to comply with the 
Student Activities Center’s request 
to wait until fall rush has been 
completed. Zeta Beta Tau national 
officials also said they may form 
an unrecognized group if they are 
not asked to join the Interfraternity 
Council.
 Courtney Barry, SAC’s coordi-
nator of student involvement, con-
tacted the Zeta Beta Tau national 
office after they had placed a clas-
sified ad in the Aug. 25 issue of 
The Hatchet soliciting male stu-
dents to form a chapter.
 Barry requested that the nation-
al office postpone their efforts to 
form a chapter until after fall rush. 
Rush, a recruitment period for fra-
ternities, is scheduled to end Oct. 
2.
 Interfraternity Council presi-
dent Ben Block said when frater-
nities begin efforts to “search for 
new members” and expand to a 
campus before the fall recruiting 
period, it is “a sign of disrespect.”
 Following rush, the IFC’s 
Expansion Committee will exam-
ine rush statistics for the past three 
years to determine whether the 
University would benefit from 
adding more fraternal organiza-
tions. The IFC is a governing body 
for GW’s 12 recognized fraterni-
ties; there are three unrecognized 
male groups.
 Block said the IFC does not 
go over rush statistics to consider 
expansion every year but will do 
so this year following rush. 
 If the committee rules in favor 
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The class of 9/11: Seniors 
remember attacks

by Natalie Gontcharova
Hatchet Staff Writer

 When Brian Adkins was leaving his 
freshman English class on Sept. 11, 2001, 
a plane had already hit the north tower 
of the World Trade Center. Adkins, now 
a senior, remembered coming back to his 
room in the Hall on Virginia Avenue and 
seeing students watching the television in 
the building’s diner.
 “Nobody thought it was anything too 
serious yet,” he said.
 But as a second plane crashed into the 
south tower around 9:03 a.m., “everyone 
flipped out,” Adkins said.
 Seniors said that during their first days 
of college, when they barely knew anyone, 
the September 11 tragedy united them as a 
class.
 “It affected us because it happened in 
our first weeks of getting to know people, 

transitioning into a new situation and life-
style,” Student Association President Omar 
Woodard, a senior, said. “I believe that the 
attacks of September 11 had a major effect 
on our class of 2005 psychologically.”  
 “Some of my closest friends I met on 
September 11,” Adkins said. “As a fresh-
man, it made things confusing, but it also 
united people.”
 Many students realized that a national 
tragedy had occurred by the time the sec-
ond tower collapsed at 10:05 a.m. 
 “At that point, Pennsylvania Avenue 
was packed with cars and people running 
in the street,” Woodard remembered. “My 
cell phone wouldn’t work. A friend of mine 
on my floor could not stop crying because 
her mother worked in the towers.”
 Senior Therese Farmer, who had to stay 
at Mount Vernon until the evening because 

Friends mourn sophomore

photos by Jeff Baum/photo editor
Candlelight vigils, such as the one for Susan Shin Thursday eve-
ning on Kogan Plaza, have been held after each student death.

by Gabriel Okolski
Campus News Editor

 As GW grapples with its third 
student suicide since February, 
New York University is still 
recovering from the fatal fall of 
one of its graduate students. 
 Joanne Leavy, a second-
year graduate student at the 
Manhattan school, jumped to her 
death last Monday, just two days 
before Susan Shin, a GW sopho-
more, jumped from her eighth-
story apartment. But while Leavy 
was the sixth student to die in a 
fall since last autumn, NYU just 
recently began to introduce some 
counseling measures that have 
been in place at GW for some 
time.
 The school has introduced a 
24-hour stress hotline that con-

nects students with social work-
ers, said Bret Collazzi, editor in 
chief of the Washington Square 
News, NYU’s student newspa-
per. 
 The hotline, which opened 
to students this fall, bears close 
resemblance to a system oper-
ated by the GW Counseling 
Center. GW students suffering 
from extreme emotional distress 
or suicidal thoughts can call UPD 
at 202-994-6111 24 hours a day to 
speak with a counselor. Students 
can also seek professional assis-
tance by calling the Counseling 
Center on weekdays.
 In addition to the new hot-
line, NYU has expanded its coun-
seling hours and has implement-
ed a new staff rotation system to 

NYU, GW mobilize to 
address student deaths

Shin seventh 
student to die 
since Dec.

by Ryan Holeywell
Metro Editor

 About 70 students mourned 
the death of sophomore Susan 
Shin Thursday at a candlelight 
vigil on Kogan Plaza. The eve-
ning affair highlighted the life 
of an engineering student who 
dedicated herself to the well 
being of her friends.
 “No matter what your prob-
lem, no matter what your issue, 
she’d be there,” one student 
said.
 Shin died Wednesday 
afternoon after jumping from 
the eighth floor of the Elise 
Apartments building at about 
11 a.m. The sophomore, a         
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