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The manager of a local bar 
wants criminal charges brought 
against three GW men’s bas-
ketball players for their alleged 
involvement in an altercation 
early Friday morning.

Al Chadsey, manager of 
Lulu’s Club Mardi Gras, said 
the players were involved in a 
fight with bar employees after 
being told to leave. Two of the 
bar’s bouncers were taken to a 
hospital and treated for minor 
injuries after the altercation, 
Chadsey said.

Employees at the bar said 
they recognized junior Pops 
Mensah-Bonsu at the time of the 
incident, which occurred around 
1:30 a.m. They said they later 
looked at the men’s basketball 
team Web site and identified 
to the police sophomores J.R. 
Pinnock and Carl Elliott as the 
other two players involved. It is 
unclear whether other patrons 
at the bar, a popular Thursday 
night student hangout located at 
22nd and M streets, took part in 
the melee.

Metropolitan Police officers 
arrived on the scene, accom-
panied by ambulances, short-
ly after but did not make any 
arrests. After interviewing wit-
nesses and bar employees, offi-
cers filed a misdemeanor assault 
report, said Captain Emmogean 
Simpson of the department’s 
third district.

Simpson would not give any 
more details about the initial 
report but said it did not include 
the players’ names. She said 
MPD officers are still investigat-
ing the incident; those involved 
could be arrested or given cita-

tions.
Mensah-Bonsu declined to 

comment on the allegations; 
multiple attempts to contact the 
other two players were unsuc-
cessful. Another player said 
coaches had told the team not to 
comment on the situation.

Head coach Karl Hobbs said 
he was aware that something 
happened but would not com-
ment further.

“Until I get the full details 
of what actually happened, I 
can’t comment,” he said. “I’ve 
heard one side of the story, now 
I need to hear the other side and 
get the full details.” Director 
of Athletics Jack Kvancz also 
declined to comment.

Mike Thomas, a GW junior 
and bouncer at Lulu’s, said the 
players were involved in an 
altercation with other patrons, 
possibly GW students, at which 
point he and the other bouncers 
approached the players and told 
them to leave.

“After the GW team had 
been in a fight with these other 
guys, it was time for them to 
go,” said Thomas, who had a 
black eye when he spoke to The 
Hatchet Saturday. “There were 
about eight to 10 kids in the 
fight, though you could center 
the majority of the aggression 
around three or four of the bas-
ketball players, Pops being the 
one who I definitely know by 
face.”

“We stepped in to get them 
towards the door,” Thomas con-
tinued. “And as we were getting 
closer, one of them reached out 
and tagged me in the eye.”

Lulu’s employees could not 
say who initiated the alterca-
tion or how the situation esca-
lated, but Chadsey said the fight 
was “totally unprovoked” by his 
staff.

Sergio Edma, another bar 
bouncer, needed stitches near 
his mouth after the melee.
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Adjunct professors will begin 
voting Monday on a unionization 
proposal that could have a major 
impact on how the University 
negotiates contracts with faculty.

From Oct. 4 to 19, all part-
time faculty who have taught at 
least one class in two of the past 
four semesters will receive a bal-
lot by mail asking them whether 
they want to be represented by the 
Service Employees International 
Union Local 500. 

The union has been campaign-
ing to establish collective bargain-
ing for GW adjuncts for more than 
three years. If adjuncts vote to 
organize, GW would join New 

York University as the only pri-
vate colleges with part-time fac-
ulty unions. 

The National 
Labor Relations 
Board Votes 
will tabulate the 
votes, which are 
a n o n y m o u s l y 
cast. Though 
union organiz-
ers had originally 
wanted voting 
to take place on 
campus through 
ballot boxes 
placed in aca-
demic buildings, 
the University 
pushed for a mail-
in system to make 
voting more con-
venient for those 
who are eligible but do not make 
regular visits to campus.

The movement’s supporters 
are promoting unionization as a 

way to achieve higher salaries and 
increased benefits. The University 
has consistently opposed the 

idea, saying 
that a union 
would limit the 
school’s flexibil-
ity in distribut-
ing workloads 
and scheduling 
classes.

Since the 
election was 
first scheduled 
last year, the 
University has 
tried to encour-
age as large a 
turnout as pos-
sible through 
several letters 
circulated to 
adjuncts and 

establishing a Web site on the issue 
(www.unionization.gwu.edu). 
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Chintan Patel, along with other Kerry supporters, cheers for his candidate during a debate 
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As a WTOP commentator, GW alumnus Mark Plotkin has pushed for 
voting representation for District residents.

Union voting begins Mon.

Alum fights for D.C. rights on radio

n Adjuncts vote by 
mail on whether to 
form union
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Like many GW students, alum-
nus Mark Plotkin wanted to run 
for office. After working on several 
Democratic campaigns, he ran for 
a D.C. City Council position in 
1986 and lost. In his concession 
speech, he lamented, “The people 
have spoken – the bastards.”

That wry sense of humor may 
not have made Plotkin an elected 
official, but it has made him a 
thorn in the side of many politi-
cians as he pushes for D.C. voting 
rights.

Plotkin hosts his own week-
ly show, “The Politics Program 
with Mark Plotkin” on WTOP 
radio and regularly writes for The 
Georgetowner in his “You Take the 
Cake” column. A typical day, he 
said, includes attending mayoral 
and City Council press conferenc-
es, talking to a variety of sources 

and walking around the city. He 
said he prepares “as little as pos-
sible” for his show.

“Plotkin is a fine example 
of a GW graduate who pur-
sued his dream with gusto and 
has succeeded,” said Michael 
Freedman, GW’s vice president of 
Communications.

Freedman, who worked for 
CBS radio before joining GW, said 
he has known Plotkin for about 
four years because of their similar 
career tracks.

“I love what I do,” Plotkin 
said. “It’s not a job to me.”

Plotkin came to GW in 1964 
from Chicago knowing that he was 
interested in politics but not sure 
about career plans. All of the lan-
guage requirements in the inter-
national affairs school prompted 
him to quickly switch into the 
Columbian College of Arts and 
Sciences as an American history 
major.

He said he knew hardly any-
thing about GW when he applied 
but was drawn to the city. All that 
mattered was “location, location, 
location.” 

Plotkin praised the depart-
ment and its faculty, but one pro-
fessor’s vendetta against him was 
“my bitter aftertaste,” he said. He 
explained that a professor of medi-
eval history tried to stop him from 
graduating because he wrote about 
his opposition to the Vietnam War 
in a comprehensive exam then 
required to graduate. 

“I still look at that as some-
thing so personal,” Plotkin said. 
“He used personal political feel-
ings to judge my academic com-
petence.” 

“I was very opposed to the 
war,” he added. Plotkin expressed 
his opposition by writing Hatchet 
editorials, participating in protests 

QuickTakes: Unionization

Adjuncts will vote starting 
Monday on whether to form 
a union.

GW officials are opposed 
to the formation of a union 
because they believe it will 
restrict their ability to hire 
professors and schedule 
classes.
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