
by Michael Barnett
Senior News Editor 

By all accounts, Nabih Bedewi 
was no ordinary professor.

As director of the University’s 
National Crash Analysis Center, 
Bedewi was a fundraising super-
star at a school seeking to secure 
federal grants to become a top-tier 
research institution. During his 14-
year career, he was instrumental in 
procuring Transportation Depart-
ment grants to build facilities at the 
University’s Virginia Campus; GW 
administrators and professors esti-
mated that Bedewi may have sin-
gle-handedly raised more than $20 

million.
“Bedewi was not just an extraor-

dinary professor,” said an engineer-
ing faculty member who requested 
anonymity because engineering 
school Dean Timothy Tong ordered 
professors not to talk about Bedewi. 
“He was one of the most productive 
guys GW ever saw … He was able 
to do things that seemed impossible 
for other people.”

“Many of us thought he had the 
Midas touch,” the professor added.

But Bedewi’s superman status 
came crashing down in June, when 
he resigned due to a federal and 
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by Ryan Holeywell
Metro Editor

Comedian Jon Stewart blast-
ed CNN’s “Crossfire” when he 
appeared on the show Friday 
afternoon, criticizing its content 
and hosts in an unusually seri-
ous display for the Comedy Cen-
tral star.

“What you do is not honest. 
What you do is partisan hack-
ery,” Stewart said. “You have a 
responsibility to the public dis-
course, and you fail miserably.”

Stewart’s purported rea-
son for appearing on the show, 
which is filmed at GW’s Jack 
Morton Auditorium, was to pro-
mote his new book, “America 
(The Book): A Citizen’s Guide to 
Democracy Inaction.” At the on-
set of Stewart’s attack, members 
of the audience thought he was 

merely joking. It soon became 
apparent that his criticism was 
serious, though, as he continued 
to berate hosts Paul Begala and 
Tucker Carlson during the half-
hour program.

“I watch your show every 
day, and it kills me,” Stewart 
said. “It’s so painful to watch.”

He also accused “Crossfire” 
of helping politicians by fueling 
partisan attacks.

“The thing is, we need your 
help,” Stewart said. “Right now, 
you’re helping the politicians and 
the corporations and we’re left 
out there to mow our lawns.”

Heather Clapp, the show’s 
coordinating producer, said a 
packed audience of 250 people 
– most of them students, parents 
and alumni who reserved tickets 
in advance for Colonials Week-
end – attended the live show. 

“I think we always have 
guests on ‘Crossfire’ with strong 
opinions, and Friday was no ex-
ception,” she said.

While declining to address 
Stewart’s comments, Clapp said 

“Crossfire” audience members 
benefit from exposure to diverse 
political opinions.

“People may disagree with 
some of the opinions expressed 
on ‘Crossfire,’ but there’s no 
question that having a national 
forum on GW’s campus to ex-
press that is a good thing,” she 
said. 

A CNN spokesperson did 
not reply to calls and e-mails ask-
ing for the network’s response to 
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by Michael Barnett
Senior News Editor

Federal officials suspended part 
of a $14 million grant in June as they 
investigated a former GW profes-
sor who was charged last week with 
stealing about $600,000, University 
administrators said Friday.

The funds freeze prompted GW 
to halt most research at the National 
Crash Analysis Center, an institute at 
its Virginia Campus run jointly with 
the Federal Highway Administra-
tion, said Donald Lehman, executive 
vice president for Academic Affairs. 
In August, GW halted construction 
of a $14 million Transportation Re-
search Institute partly because of the 
investigation. 

Nabih Bedewi, a former engi-

neering professor who resigned as 
the center’s director in June, was ar-
rested Tuesday and charged with 
transferring federal funds to a pri-
vate company he owned, an action 
illegal under federal law. Transpor-
tation officials said Bedewi used the 
money to buy Washington Redskins 
tickets, pay down credit card balanc-
es and hire his brother’s wife for a 
job she never performed. 

In late July, the FHWA lifted part 
of the suspension so it could access 
a Virginia Campus library and op-
erate a program with the U.S. Secret 
Service that University officials de-
clined to identify. 

Administrators do not believe 
Bedewi’s actions will cause GW to 

Professors fear
research backlash

Michael Jon Roy/Hatchet photographer
“Saturday Night Live” alumnus Dana Carvey makes fun of 
President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg at a sold-out perfor-
mance in the Smith Center Saturday night.

PARTYTIME

photos by Jeff Baum/photo editor
“The Daily Show” host Jon Stewart begs “Crossfire” hosts Paul Begala and Tucker Carlson to 
“stop hurting America” at the taping of Friday’s CNN show. Below, Stewart continues his argu-
ment with Carlson following the end of the show, which is broadcast from GW.

Making ends meet

by Zach Ahmad
Senior Staff Writer

If you’re a GW student, Todd 
Ramlow, an adjunct professor of 
English, may have taught one of 
your classes. If you’re a fan of 
D.C.’s restaurant scene, he may 
have also served your dinner. 

Ramlow, who has taught at 
GW since 1999, currently teach-
es classes in English, human sci-
ences and women’s studies, a 
schedule that he says amounts to 
a 35-hour weekly workload.  At 
$3,200 per course, the job earns 
him less than $20,000 annually.

To make ends meet, the part-

time professor must also work 
four nights a week waiting tables 
at Equinox, an upscale restaurant 
near the White House, where he 
earns at least as much if not more 
in tips than he does teaching as 
an adjunct.

Juggling two jobs to make a 
living wage in one of the most 
expensive cities in the country, 
Ramlow said it is often hard to 
devote the time necessary to be 
an effective teacher.

“I can’t afford (to teach) and 
support myself without my sec-
ond job,” Ramlow said. “That 
certainly cuts into my ability as 
a professor to be here or to be 
available at other times outside 
classes and office hours. I’m not 
available because I can’t afford to 
be.” 

Like many part-time faculty 
members, Ramlow aspires to be 

a full-time professor. He hopes 
his experience as an adjunct will 
allow him to make the connec-
tions necessary to attain a regu-
lar teaching position, and he’s 
grateful for the opportunity. 

However, he and other ad-
juncts see themselves as part of 
an exploitative system in which 
the University relies heavily on 
part-time faculty without giving 
them their dues.  

Instructors such as Ramlow 
are at the heart of an ongoing 
unionization movement among 
adjunct professors at GW. A two-
week election is being held un-
til Tuesday to determine if the 
Service Employees International 
Union Local 500 will represent 
all part-time faculty on campus. 
Professors who taught at least 
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