
by Michael Barnett
Senior News Editor

More than 1,000 people cele-
brated the Red Sox’s World Series 
victory early Thursday morning 
in a gathering that saw at least one 
student arrested. 

While many celebrated peace-
fully, some students upended 
newspaper boxes, taunted police 
officers and made small fires near 
Kogan Plaza.

Metropolitan Police 
Department officials never made 
any serious attempts to disperse 
the revelers, who filled H Street for 
roughly two hours. Motorcycle-
riding officers, riot gear-clad offi-
cers and a helicopter incited more 
aggressive responses from the 
crowd.

“We can’t just stand by and 
watch people acting here who are 
affected by alcohol consumption 
and caught up in the moment 
do things uncharacteristic to their 
nature,” said Lt. Robert Aiello, 
one of several senior MPD officers 
who monitored the gathering. 

The celebration began at 
about 11:30 p.m., when the Red 
Sox defeated the Cardinals to 
win their first title in 86 years. 

Almost instantly, more than 1,000 
Red Sox fans and curious onlook-
ers flocked to H Street in front 
of Kogan Plaza to celebrate the 
historic victory and an end to 86 
years of bad luck.

Chants of “Johnny Damon” 
– who hit a leadoff home run in 
Wednesday night’s game – and 
“Yankees suck” reverberated 
throughout the crowd. 

“I cried when we won,” senior 
Meghan Menesale, who wore a 
Jason Varitek Red Sox jersey for 

the occasion. 
Freshman Brian Hayes called 

Wednesday the “greatest day of 
any Red Sox fan’s life.”

“I don’t know what to do,” 
said Hayes, who hails from west-
ern Massachusetts. “I’m in dis-
belief.”

Twenty minutes after fans 
flooded the streets and sidewalk, 
some students tipped over news-
paper boxes and climbed street 

by Emily Green
Hatchet Reporter

With the 
p r e s i d e n t i a l 
election only 
days away, some 
students are still 
waiting for their 
absentee ballots.

A number 
of problems 
– mail mix-ups, 
c o m p l i c a t i o n s 
with local gov-
ernment offices 
and failure to 
complete forms 
on time – have 
prevented some 
students from voting.

“I don’t know entirely what 
to make of it,” said Sean White, 
director of the GW Votes, a stu-
dent voting registration drive. 

The group has reported that 
95 percent of the over-18 stu-
dent population is registered to 

vote. The group 
based its find-
ings on straw 
polls conducted 
during a three-
week period.

“ W e ’ v e 
heard similar 
complaints and 
we have done 
everything on 
our end to try 
and figure out 
what is going 
on,” White said. 
“If you haven’t 
received it, call 

your county clerks’ office, and if 
you have received it, send it out 
immediately ... People sending it 

by Brandon Butler
Senior Staff Writer

A former Student Association 
official has returned $379 for an Aug. 
11 dinner originally paid for with 
student money.

Senior Mary Mai, who was ini-
tially compensated by the SA for the 
dinner, returned the $379 on Friday.

The dinner, which took place at 
the upscale Georgetown restaurant 
Sequoia, led senators to criticize SA 
President Omar Woodard’s spend-
ing as excessive and unnecessary. 
Mai, formerly Woodard’s chief of 
staff, resigned earlier this month cit-
ing her frustration with the Senate. 
She declined to comment on her 

decision to pay back the money.
Woodard said he had no previ-

ous knowledge that the governing 
body would be reimbursed for the 
dinner and did not order the reim-
bursement. 

Woodard said he plans to pay 
for his share of the dinner, nearly $52 
when split between the eight people 
who attended.

In an e-mail, Woodard empha-
sized that Mai was never reimbursed 
or received any student funds. 
Rather, Mai will eventually receive 
an SA check that will be neutralized 
by the $379 check she wrote to the 
SA last week. 

“Mary paid the SA back because 
she did not want this to go on any-

more,” Woodard said. “She just 
wanted this story to be over, and 
this was her way of doing it.”

Ryan Kilpatrick (ESIA-U) sup-
ported the move, saying the check 
was written Friday to “just resolve 
the issue as quickly as possible.”  

The expense approval form 
from the dinner at Sequoia shows 
that $414.61 was spent on the dinner, 
which included entrees, desserts, 
beverages and four glasses of wine. 

Woodard initially told The 
Hatchet that the alcohol – which 
was consumed by Mai, who is over 
21 – was paid for in a separate check. 
He also initially said that 10 people 
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 photos by Jeff Baum/photo editor
Above: Students stand on top of tipped over newspaper boxes in front of Kogan Plaza ear-
ly Thursday morning as they celebrate the Boston Red Sox’s victory in the World Series. 
Below: Metropolitan Police officers clash with students on H Street during the celebration. 

D.C. evicts eight 
from townhouse

Erin Shea/photo assistant
Drag Queens race down 17th Street in Dupont Circle Tues-
day Night as part of the 17th Street High Heels Race.

RUNNINGQUEENS

SA funds returned

by Ryan Holeywell
Metro Editor

Days after city officials 
announced a crackdown on 
townhouses with fire code vio-
lations, they evicted eight cur-
rent and former GW students 
Tuesday from their home at 1016 
22nd Street. 

D.C. Department of Consumer 
and Regulatory Affairs officials 
are working with GW to ensure 
the safety of students living 
in off-campus housing after a 
Georgetown student died in a 
townhouse fire on Oct. 17. 

University officials said they 
had been examining the 22nd 
Street townhouse even before the 
Georgetown fire. Several neigh-

bors’ complaints about noise 
and trash turned into concerns 
that the house was overcrowded, 
University officials said. After 
inspecting the overcrowding 
complaint, city officials evicted 
the students Tuesday.

Six current students and 
two former students lived in 
the house, The Washington Post 
reported. The students – three 
of which The Post identified as 
Josh Hersch, Richard Oberman 
and Mike Simpson – could not be 
reached for comment.

 “It is never our intention 
or our desire to see students 
displaced,” said Michael Akin, 
GW’s director of D.C. & Foggy 
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QuickTakes: Ballots

Mail mix-ups and other 
complications have left 
some students without 
absentee ballots. 

Most states require voters to 
send in their ballots by the 
time polls close on Nov. 2.

Sox fans celebrate win 
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