
by Jessica Calefati
Hatchet Staff Writer

The Kappa Kappa Gamma 
sorority will receive “harsh penal-
ties” for allowing two unrecognized 
fraternities to participate in their 
kickball tournament, Panhellenic 
Association officials said earlier this 
week.

Panhellenic Association Presi-
dent Courtney Tallman described 
the sorority’s actions as a “major 
infraction” according to National 
Panhellenic Conference rules and 
said the group will be “subject to 
harsh penalties.” The Panhellenic 
Association is the governing body 
for GW’s eight sororities.

Student Activities Center Direc-
tor Tim Miller expelled unrecog-
nized groups Sigma Alpha Mu and 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon from the Nov. 
7 sorority-sponsored kickball tour-
nament. He said the sorority was in 
violation of a relationship statement 
that all eight 
sorority presi-
dents signed 
last April pro-
hibiting formal 
association with 
unrecognized 
groups. Kappa 
Kappa Gamma 
leaders did not 
respond to mul-
tiple interview 
requests for this 
story.

There are 
four unrecog-
nized fraternities on campus, accord-
ing to the Student Activities Center 
Web site. Unrecognized groups are 
not subject to University regulations 
and do not receive funding or on-

campus hous-
ing. 

Tallman said 
the Panhellenic 
Association cre-
ated the relation-
ship statement 
to “make it clear 
to unrecognized 
fraternities that 
they will no 
longer be toler-
ated.”

On Monday, 
the sorority will 
have a mediation 
session with an 
unbiased arbiter, 
which will de-
termine its sanc-
tion from the 
University, Tall-
man said. The 
group’s national 
organization will also be involved in 
the judicial process and may choose 

to discipline 
the group. 
Panhellenic 
Association 
and Kappa 
Kappa Gam-
ma national 
officials said 
they have 
not yet made 
any decisions 
about how to 
discipline the 
group. 

Sanctions 
can range 

from educational sanctions – where 
sororities review their group’s val-
ues to reinforce their mission – to 
losing University recognition.

“Unrecognized fraternities are 

infringing on our Greek community 
and are continually ruining our im-
age,” Tallman said.

If Kappa Kappa Gamma is 
sanctioned, it would be the second 
sorority since September to be dis-
ciplined. In October, Alpha Epsilon 
Phi received educational sanctions 
from their national organization 
after undergoing Student Judicial 
Services hearings for hazing allega-
tions. The allegations included mak-
ing new members wear uncomfort-
able clothing and pennies in their 
shoes. SJS negotiated an agreement 
with Alpha Epsilon Phi to allow the 
national organization to decide the 
sanctions.

“We want to educate the chapter 
on policies they are knowledgeable 
of,” said Bonnie Wunsch, execu-
tive director of Alpha Epsilon Phi’s 
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Jeff Baum/photo editor
Junior Omar Williams charges Wake Forest’s Vytas Danelius dur-
ing the first half of GW’s 97-76 preseason NIT loss in Winston-
Salem, N.C., Monday night. See story, Page 13.
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Michael Jon Roy/Hatchet photographer
Skaters take advantage of the rink at the National Gallery of Art 
Wednesday afternoon. The rink opened Tuesday for the season.
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Sorority faces punishment

Law may deter volunteers

Evictees seek housing

Sam Sherraden/photo assistant
Julia Friedman and Kappa President Lyndsee Fitz-
george oversee the kickball event in which Sigma 
Alpha Mu and Sigma Alpha Epsilon participated.

See KAPPA, p. 10

by Bryn Lansdowne
Campus News Editor

Roughly 2,500 GW students 
who volunteered at D.C. public 
schools last year could have to go 
through a background check before 
doing so again in the future. The 
D.C. City Council might consider a 
bill next month that would require 
all unsupervised volunteers to be 
fingerprinted at their own cost be-
fore working with children in local 
schools.

University officials are strongly 
opposing the mandatory finger-
printing proposal, saying it would 
make the volunteer process more 
difficult for GW students.

Last week, a D.C. City Council 
committee chaired by Councilwom-
an Sandy Allen unanimously voted 
in favor of the bill, which would 
mandate that all unsupervised vol-
unteers working with children in 
public schools pay about $40 to be 
fingerprinted by Metropolitan Po-
lice.

The measure aims to ensure that 
violent criminals do not have access 
to children.

If Council Chair Linda Cropp 
decides not to add the proposal to 
the agenda for the organization’s 
next meeting, on Dec. 7, it will ex-
pire. 

Under the proposal, volunteers 
would also be required to undergo 

criminal background checks by the 
FBI. Volunteers may use the same 
criminal background check for two 
years when applying for multiple 
volunteer positions as long as they 
keep a clear record during that time.

Sally Kram, director of govern-
ment and community relations for 
the Consortium of Universities, said 
the bill should not be applied to col-
lege student volunteers. Kram said 
the legislation has been a “thorny 
issue” for universities that do not 
want to appear as if they are against 
child safety.

“There were instances of sexual 
abuse, and in some cases, drug use, 

See FINGERPRINTS, p. 10

by Ryan Holeywell
Metro Editor

Students evicted from three 
apartments in an off-campus town-
house three weeks ago have not 
been allowed to move back in, and 
said city officials have offered no ex-
planations.

“I’ve been doing horribly on tests 
just because I’m making a thousand 
phone calls a day ... we’re trying 
to get back to normal,” said senior 
Richard Oberman, who lived in the 
upstairs apartment of 1016 22nd St. 
before being evicted from his home 
last month. “It’s been a nightmare.”

Michael Akin, GW’s director 
of D.C. and Foggy Bottom/West 
End Affairs, said last month that 
GW officials had been examining 
the townhouse since the University 
received complaints from area resi-
dents about noise and trash in July.

After the complaints turned into 
concerns that the house was over-
crowded and in violation of safety 
codes, GW sent warning letters to 
the residents, increased University 
Police presence in the area and used 
its “clout” to urge the D.C. Depart-
ment of Consumer and Regulatory 
Affairs to investigate. The DCRA 
then evicted eight current and for-

mer students from the townhouse 
on Oct. 26.

“The issue is not with the stu-
dents, the issue is with the proper-
ty,” said Akin, who added that last 
week marked the first time he had 
met with any of the townhouse’s 
residents. “We don’t want them to 
be out of housing. The students told 
me ... they’re in a hotel, they have fi-
nals coming up. It’s not the best situ-
ation, and I sympathize with them.”

The residents said they had 
no advance warning from the city 
about the closure of the townhouse 

See TOWNHOUSE, p. 11

QuickTakes: Kappa

Kappa Kappa Gamma will receive 
sanctions for allowing two unrec-
ognized fraternities to participate 
in a kickball game.

The sorority will face “harsh penal-
ties” for what Panhellenic officials 
described as a “major infraction.”


