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Former presidential candidate Howard Dean urges Democrats to pursue grassroots efforts at a speech Wednes-
day at the Jack Morton Auditorium in the Media and Public Affairs building.

STILLKICKIN’ Univ. mulls 
changes to 
Monumental

by Kevin Duve
Hatchet Staff Writer

 GW administrators are in the process of reeval-
uating their plans for Monumental Celebration fol-
lowing a year of disappointing ticket sales and sig-
nificant financial losses.
 In an effort to lower costs and boost attendance, 
the University may switch the annual graduate gala 
from the traditional Union Station location to the 
less expensive Smithsonian National Museum of 
American History. The University has put both ven-
ues on hold for the event, Vice President for Com-
munications Mike Freedman said. Freedman said 
the University will likely be able to return the event 
to Union Station while lowering ticket prices.
 “We’ve been able to get a break already on our 
costs at Union Station,” said Freedman, who also 
said Monumental costs will be less this year because 
GW is not planning on renting Union Station’s low-
er food court level, which was reserved last year in 
anticipation of higher attendance.
 Administrators are focusing their efforts on 
changes that could be made to boost this year’s 
attendance after last year’s event drew only 2,300 
attendees – a nearly 50 percent decline from 2003. 
GW officials attributed the attendance drop of 2004 
to a $10 increase in ticket prices and the elimination 
of a reduced-cost “early bird” purchasing option. 
Last year’s tickets cost $60 for graduates and $70 for 
guests. Freedman would not discuss GW’s financial 
losses.
 A main component of the current reassessment 
process is a survey that was distributed on Tuesday 
to all graduating seniors and graduate students. GW 
officials intend to use the survey to determine which 
changes the University can make so that more stu-
dents will attend the event.
 The survey asks graduates to express their opin-
ion on the importance of having a Commencement 
eve gala; whether it is important that the event be 
held at Union Station; and the role of ticket prices 
students’ decision to attend. The survey also asks if 
students would be interested in purchasing a fixed-
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Rodney Johnson, Director of Freshman and Parent Services, Senior Vice President 
Robert Chernak, and UPD Chief Delores Stafford serve breakfast to students in J 
Street during Midnight Breakfast Wednesday night.
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GW to offer BA/JD degree

Pell grant recipients 
may lose money

by Sam Salkin
Hatchet Staff Writer

 Incoming students can earn a com-
bined bachelor’s/law degree at GW 
starting in 2006. Law School faculty 
overwhelmingly approved the new 
combined degree program last Friday.
 The measure was passed by secret 
ballot and is the final step in the cre-
ation of a program that is ready to be 
marketed for incoming classes.
 The program, first proposed last 
year and pushed by University Presi-
dent Stephen Joel Trachtenberg, is simi-
lar to the seven-year bachelor’s/medi-
cal degree program that GW has offered 
for more than a decade. It also mirrors 
programs at several other colleges, in-
cluding St. John’s in New York and the 
University of Pennsylvania.  

 Under the new program, students 
will spend their first three years at GW 
in the Columbian College of Arts and 
Sciences in a major of their choosing 
and will automatically move to the Law 
School during the beginning of their 
fourth year.  
 The 15-person program will most 
likely be implemented for the 2006 in-
coming class, University officials said. 
Officials said students in the program 
would benefit from tuition at a fixed 
rate for their six years at GW and get 
their degrees a year early.
 “We believe that this program will 
allow the college to attract some super-
stars to their program,” interim Law 
School Dean Roger Trangsrud said. 
 Officials hailed the program be-
cause it involves collaboration between 
the CCAS and Law School.  

 “The Law School is excited to work 
with (CCAS) Dean (William) Frawley 
and CCAS,” Trangsrud said. “Too of-
ten universities function in different 
dimensions and many schools don’t in-
teract with each other.”
 The combined degree program has 
been in the works for a year and a half. 
Law School faculty, who had been eval-
uating the program for several months, 
needed to approve it before it could be 
implemented.  
 Some professors had concerns about 
key components of the plan, includ-
ing class size and whether the Ameri-
can Bar Association would be willing 
to grant waivers to GW students since 
they would not need to take the LSAT to 
gain entry to law school. The proposal 

by Nathan Brill
Hatchet Staff Writer

 Some of GW’s most economically 
disadvantaged stu-
dents may lose a total 
of $100,000 in federal fi-
nancial aid as legislation 
recently passed by Con-
gress awaits President 
Bush’s signature.
 The legislation affects 
students who have been 
awarded Pell grants, the 
main form of federal aid 
for underprivileged stu-
dents. Congress’s move, 
if signed into law, allows 
the Department of Edu-
cation to revise how it 
calculates financial aid starting in the 2005-
06 school year.
 A “rough estimate” conducted by fi-

nancial aid officials shows that the legisla-
tion could affect the grants of 35 to 50 GW 
students and decrease Pell grant funds by a 
total of about $100,000, said Daniel Small, 

the University’s director 
of financial aid. GW re-
ceived a total of $2.6 mil-
lion in Pell grant money 
from about 1,000 recipi-
ents during the 2003-04 
academic year. The aver-
age award was $2,600.
 “There will be a loss or 
reduction in Pell funds 
for some of our students 
under the current pro-
posal,” Small wrote in 
an e-mail. “It is our un-
derstanding the students 
with the larger awards 

should remain the same.”
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Between 35 and 50 GW 
students may lose their Pell 
grants starting in 2005.

GW students received a total 
of $2.4 million in Pell grant 
aid in the 2003-2004
academic year.


