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Last-second 
shot stuns 
Colonials

by Alan Siegel
Sports Editor

 Freshmen are not supposed to make shots like that.
 No one is supposed to make shots like that. Twenty-
five foot jumpers are not supposed to be made, let alone 
attempted. But Xavier rookie Stanley Burrell never got 

that memo.
As a result, the GW men’s basket-

ball team’s slide continued Tuesday 
night. Facing a two-point deficit with 

less than one second on the clock, Burrell connected on 
a fadeaway three-pointer to give the Musketeers a 66-
65 win over the Colonials in front of 4,648 fans at the 
Smith Center. The rainbow, launched from well beyond 
the arc, pushed the mute button on the small arena that 
had been rocking all night.
 GW has now dropped two games in a row, and 
three out of its last four. 
 A lack of effort, coach Karl Hobbs said, was not the 
problem for the Colonials (12-5, 4-3 Atlantic 10) against 
Xavier (9-7, 3-3 A-10). The game was evenly matched, as 
no team held a lead greater than eight points all night. 
In the end, he said his team did what it was supposed to 
do as the clock ticked down.
 “At the end of the game, you ask your players to put 
themselves in position to win,” Hobbs said. “And we 
were in position to win the basketball game.” 
 The Colonials made several plays to put themselves 
in great position down the stretch.
 With the score tied at 63 with less than a minute to 
go, J.R. Pinnock’s acrobatic block of what looked to be 
an easy Burrell fast break lay-up preserved the tie. Then, 
after a Pinnock turnover, Elliott made a quick steal and 

Police investigate abduction

JEC 
still not 
ready

by Michael Barnett
Senior News Editor

 Metropolitan Police officials 
are still investigating a freshman’s 
claim that he was abducted at gun-
point while walking home from a 
bar early Saturday morning.
 The student, who was not 
harmed in the incident, said a 
male driver forced him into a car 
at gunpoint at 18th and G streets 
and proceeded to drive around the 
city for 20 minutes before return-
ing him to Foggy Bottom.
 MPD Det. Manuel Gaffney, 
who is investigating the student’s 
claim, said he has “very little to go 

by” and refused to say whether he 
thought the freshman’s story was 
true.
 “I really don’t know,” he said. 
“I can’t comment on that right 
now.”
 The freshman said he was ab-
ducted at 2 a.m. Saturday while 
returning to Thurston Hall from 
The Exchange, a bar located only 
blocks from the White House at 
1716 G St. Gaffney said it would 
be “very unusual” for someone to 
be kidnapped in an area where the 
U.S. Secret Service maintains a 24-
hour presence. He also noted that 
there is no apparent motive for the 
abduction.

 “There’s always a motive be-
hind that,” Gaffney said. “There’s 
always a reason. They just picked 
you up and dropped you off?”
 After talking with MPD Satur-
day, the student did not talk to a 
detective again until Wednesday 
afternoon. MPD wanted to get 
more information from the student 
because he had been intoxicated 
during his first interview on Sat-
urday morning, after the alleged 
abduction.
 On Wednesday afternoon, be-
fore he talked with the student, 
MPD Det. Manuel Gaffney told 
The Hatchet that he had not been 
able to fully investigate the inci-

dent because the student has not 
contacted him since the weekend.
 “I called him several times and 
left a message, left him my cell 
phone number, my pager,” Gaff-
ney said. “He didn’t call back.” 
The student called MPD Wednes-
day after The Hatchet told him 
detectives wanted to talk to him 
again.
 Before talking to MPD Wednes-
day, the student was under the im-
pression that MPD had dropped 
its investigation of the incident. 
He said he thought MPD might 
have doubted his story because   

by Brandon Butler
Senior Staff Wrtier

 The Student Association Senate 
adjourned at 2:38 a.m. Wednesday 
without passing a 2005 Joint Elec-
tions Committee Charter to govern 
the March elections.
 The meeting was stopped when 
Ryan Kilpatrick (ESIA-U) left, saying 
it was irresponsible for a JEC charter 

to be 
passed 
w i t h 

only half of the voting senators pres-
ent. Many senators left as the meeting 
went on later into the early morning. 
When Kilpatrick left, he deprived 
the Senate of the least number of 
members required for the meeting to 
continue.
 By the end of the meeting, the 
Senate confirmed Christopher Jen-
kins, a second-year graduate student, 
to be one of the five members of the 
JEC.  SA President Omar Woodard 
nominates three JEC candidates, 
which are screened by the Rules 
Committee and then sent to the full 
Senate for confirmation.
 The latest delay in finalizing a 
committee for the March voting came 
after two of Woodard’s nominations 
for the JEC, sophomores Alexandra 
Valenti and Kathryn Lux, were not 
approved at a Rules Committee 
meeting Sunday night. Woodard re-
nominated Valenti and Lux Tuesday 
evening.
 The Senate will hold a special 
meeting before Feb. 7 to debate the 
confirmation of the two JEC candi-
dates. The JEC, a five-member body 
that monitors elections, is comprised 
of three appointees from the SA and 
a member each from the Marvin 
Center Governing Board and the 
Program Board.
 Committee chairman Ben Tra-
verse (CCAS-U), who is running for 
SA president, said Lux and Valenti 
were not qualified and that he knew 

n SA yet to appoint 
members to election 
oversight group

See ABDUCTION, p. 3See JEC, p. 10
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Omar Williams covers his face after GW’s last-second loss to Xavier Tuesday night. The 
Colonials have now dropped two consecutive games and three out of their last four. See BASKETBALL, p. 13
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Frosh fears retaliation

Jeff Baum/photo editor
The student whose tip led to drug busts in Thurston Hall works at his 
computer in his new dorm room.  University officials moved the student 
for his protection.

by Nathan Brill
Hatchet Staff Writer

 University Police officers seized 
a large quantity of marijuana last 
week in simultaneous raids of three 
Thurston Hall rooms.
 UPD conducted at least two of 
the searches based on information 
from a freshman who now fears 
retaliation from several people that 
were cited for drug possession.
 On Jan. 21, UPD officers 

searched the Thurston rooms and 
seized approximately 22 grams 
of marijuana, according to UPD 
crime reports. UPD officials said 
the searches were the result of an 
anonymous tip.
 The freshman, who was him-
self given a drug violation three 
days before the Jan. 21 bust, said he 
gave information to University of-
ficials because he hoped that they 
would be lenient with him during 
his judicial process. But the student 
said University officials have given 
no indication that they would give 
him a lesser punishment.
 The freshman formerly lived in 
Thurston with several students in a 
room where UPD found marijuana 

on Jan. 18 and 21.
 Before giving information to 
UPD on Jan. 20, the freshman re-
quested an emergency move from 
Thurston because he was concerned 
that his two roommates would con-
tinue to use drugs after they were 
all cited for drug possession on Jan. 
18.
 He also said that after the Jan. 
21 raids, he received several threat-
ening phone calls from people that 
were caught with drugs. He played 
one threatening message for The 
Hatchet.
 UPD has issued a no-contact or-
der between the informant and 

n Informant says stu-
dents caught in drug 
bust threatening him

See DRUGS, p. 11


