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Stabbing mars Bhangra party
by Michael Barnett
and Caitlin Carroll
News Editors

A 20-year-old man died and two were
injured in a stabbing outside a GW student
group-sponsored party early Sunday morning. Metropolitan Police and University ofﬁcials said they have no indication that GW
students were among those involved in the
ﬁght outside the Bhangra Blowout afterparty in the downtown Old Post Ofﬁce Pavilion.
The cause of the ﬁght, which occurred at
about 2:45 a.m. outside the pavilion, located
at 1100 Pennsylvania Ave., is still being investigated, said Lt. William Farr of MPD’s
Violent Crime Unit in an interview Sunday
afternoon.
“We have no idea right now (what happened),” he said. “We’re just going to call it
an argument.”
Farr said an Indian or Pakistani male,
identiﬁed as Ranjit Singh, of Phillipsburg,
N.J., died in the ﬁght, which also may have

involved an Hispanic or Indian male. Neither of the men have been tied to GW. Singh
was pronounced dead at the GW Hospital.
The Associated Press said two men
were wounded as they confronted the alleged stabber running along Pennsylvania Avenue. The suspect was able to drive
away in a green car.
“We don’t think they were students,”
said Farr, who would not disclose any more
details about the men. “It’s still early in the
investigation.”
The Bhangra Blowout after-party followed a daylong slate of events celebrating
South Asian dance and music (see “Dance
draws thousands,” p. 9). About 1,200 people – many of them from other schools
– attended the party, which was sold out
and ran from 9:30 p.m. to 2 a.m., said Tracy
Schario, GW’s media relations director.
A private company and the Post Ofﬁce
Ben Solomon/Hatchet photographer
Pavilion deployed a 35-member security
staff at the event. Partygoers also needed Crime scene tape remains outside the Old Post Ofﬁce
Pavilion near the scene of a Sunday morning stabbing,
See STABBING, p. 9
which left one dead and two injured.

Shakour awaiting ofﬁcal win
by Brandon Butler
Senior Staff Writer
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The votes are counted. The winner has been
announced. But the Student Association presidential run-off is not over.
SA President-elect Audai Shakour, who won
by 29 votes, one of the narrowest margins in
recent SA election history, has five violations
and would be kept from assuming his post if he
is found guilty of two additional pending infractions.
“It’s definitely not over,” said Shakour, who
captured 50.8 percent of the 1,931 ballots cast,
as he celebrated his win in J Street Friday afternoon. “We got a long ways to go.”
At Saturday’s Joint Elections Committee
meeting, Shakour defended himself against the
two violations; he was found guilty of a fifth
violation – for sending an unsolicited message online – bringing him two away from the
seven-violation limit. Another violation involving Shakour traveling door-to-door in residence
halls on a non-campaign day was thrown out by
the JEC after Shakour’s counsel, Jeff Goodman,

Audai Shakour celebrates with campaign staff after the JEC announced he would be
the next SA president, pending violations, in Columbian Square Friday afternoon.

See ELECTION, p. 10

Players
consider
NBA draft
by Alan Siegel
and Jake Sherman
Sports Editors

When the GW men’s basketball
team ended its season in the ﬁrst
round of the NCAA Tournament
last weekend, junior forwards
Mike Hall and Pops MensahBonsu expressed optimism that
the Colonials would only get better
next year. But there is a chance that
neither player will be a part of the
2005-06 team, as both players told
The Hatchet last week that they
have declared for the upcoming
NBA Draft.
GW head coach Karl Hobbs
confirmed Saturday that Hall and
Mensah-Bonsu will consider entering the professional draft, which
will be held on June 25. Both players said they have not hired an
agent – and do not plan to do so
– which leaves the door open for
a return to GW for their respective
senior seasons.
“Mike Hall will submit his
name into the draft and Pops will
submit his name as well,” Hobbs
said via cell phone. “It’s a family decision. All I can do is advise
those guys.”
NCAA and NBA rules state
that collegiate players have until
six days before the draft to withdraw and remain eligible for the
upcoming college basketball season. In the past, many players who
declared for the draft out of high
school or as college underclassmen have withdrawn their names.
In 2003, 27 out of 73 early entries
(which includes foreign born players) dropped out of the draft, opting to go to college or return to
school. Last year, 53 out of 93 early
entries dropped out.
Hobbs, who coached several current NBA players as an
assistant at the University of
Connecticut, declined to comment
See DRAFT, p. 12

Housing prices drive students out
by Jessica Denson
Hatchet Reporter

Sophomore Ben Matlin is thrilled
to be moving off campus next
year. He said he and three friends
are looking at large two-bedroom
apartments in the $2,800-a-month
range, meaning they will each pay
about the same as he does now in a
Madison Hall triple.
“We got screwed,” Matlin said.
“There are three of us in a room

that shouldn’t be for more than two
people.”
After getting poor numbers in
this year’s housing lottery, he and
his friends did not select on-campus housing and are searching the
Internet and getting on waiting lists
for off-campus apartment buildings.
In light of a 5 percent increase
in on-campus housing rates for the
2005-06 academic year, students
such as Matlin are weighing the
freedom and possibly lower prices

QuickTakes: Monthly price per person for one-bedroom apartments
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Statesman
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House
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util. included
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*Based on estimates from building managers for a 12-month lease.
†Based on about 8 months spent on campus
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many associate with off-campus living with the convenience of staying
on campus.
Campus Housing Director Seth
Weinshel, whose office encourages
students to stay on campus, wrote
in an e-mail that the benefits of oncampus housing are Internet service,
location, safety and a single all-inclusive room charge.
The Board of Trustees set next
year’s housing rates “based on recommendations from the administration,” Weinshel said.
“Certain factors are taken into
consideration when setting rates,
such as the previous price and
the type of room and room style,”
Weinshel said. “GW tries to set a
range of room rates so that students
have different cost options.”
Since students spend about
four months per semester in Foggy
Bottom, next year’s monthly rates
for upperclassman housing range
from about $930 per student for a
double on Mount Vernon to $1,275
for a double in City Hall.
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Senior Monica Tavares lounges in her one-bedroom Potomac Park appartment. She and her roommate share the $1,400 per month rent.
The prices at popular off-campus
buildings such as The Statesman,
The Savoy and Carriage House
Condominiums all average around
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$1,200 per month for an unfurnished
efficiency and $1,600 for a one-bedSee HOUSING, p. 9
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