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by Katie Rooney
Senior Staff Writer

 The Mount Vernon Shuttle 
service had its fourth accident 
since July 2004 on Tuesday, when 
an electrical malfunction caused a 
driver’s seat to smolder. No one 
suffered injuries in the accident, 
which forced the evacuation of 
more than 20 passengers onto a 
highway.
 “I thought it was going to blow 
up,” freshman Ashley Sekhon told 
a Hatchet reporter as she stepped 
off the shuttle. “I thought there 
was an emergency exit in the back 
of the bus, but there wasn’t. Every-
one kept yelling to go out the back 
but there wasn’t an exit.”
 After noticing smoke by her 
feet, the driver pulled over under 
the E Street tunnel on the White-
hurst Freeway at about 12:40 p.m. 
The driver started to scream for 
students to evacuate the bus, and 
in a panic, the students pushed to 
get out the front exit. The bus was 
en route to Foggy Bottom.
 “I don’t think anybody really 
knows how to work the emergen-
cy windows either,” freshman Anu 
Devabhaktunl said. 
 Robert Snyder, director of 
Mount Vernon Campus Life, said 
there are typically three exits on 
the shuttles – the driver’s door, 
the main door where passengers 
board and a rear emergency exit. 
He said some shuttles have emer-
gency window exits in the rear 
as opposed to doors. He was un-
aware of the type of rear exit on 
the shuttle involved in Tuesday’s 

incident.
 Another shuttle on the same 
route was able to pick up passen-
gers on E Street, right off of the 
Whitehurst Freeway, and escort 
them safely back to campus.
 The “random electrical mal-
function” was caused by an um-
brella that was jammed under the 
driver’s seat and came into contact 
with wires, said Matt Nehmer, the 
University’s assistant director of 
media relations. He said students 
should not be concerned with rid-
ing shuttles because the service 
contractor, International Limou-
sine Services, has a multi-tier in-
spection system.
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June, an artist at Pentagon City Mall, spends Wednesday evening on the Tidal Basin enjoying the 
last days of cherry blossoms. The National Cherry Blossom Festival ended on April 9, but many 
people are still visiting the blossoms. 
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Univ. to name 
more speakers

by Brandon Butler 
and Molly Gannon
Hatchet Reporters

 Additional speakers will join 
CBS correspondent and keynote 
speaker Andy Rooney on stage to 
address graduates at the May 22 
Commencement cer-
emony on The Ellipse. 
 University offi cials 
declined to name the 
speakers, saying they 
will wait until next 
week when President 
Stephen Joel Trachten-
berg returns from an 
overseas trip to Paris.
 “We just want to 
make sure we have all 
of our ducks in a row,” 
said Jim Hess, director of Univer-
sity Events.
 Hess said he could not say how 
many speakers have been chosen 
to accompany Rooney, a veteran 
“60 Minutes” personality whose 
granddaughter is a GW senior. In 
an interview last week, University 
Marshal Jill Kasle said three people 
have been selected.
 “All the background details 
have been sorted out, we just want 
to make sure President Trachten-
berg is involved in the approval 

process,” said Tracy Schario, direc-
tor of Media Relations.
 While the University has yet 
to disclose its full Commencement 
lineup, the Law School announced 
earlier this month that Harry 
Reid (D-Nev.), the Senate minor-
ity leader, will address students at 

the school’s separate 
diploma ceremony on 
May 22.
 “He will be a 
major player in po-
litical life in the U.S. as 
Senate minority lead-
er,” Law School interim 
dean Roger Transgrud 
said Wednesday. “He 
is likely to be much 
better known in the 
future and we thought 

that the graduates would like to 
hear what he has to say.”
 Transgrud said the Law School 
invited Reid, a 1964 GW Law 
School graduate, to speak in De-
cember after considering several 
other candidates.
 The son of a miner in the Ne-
vada desert, Reid became the 
youngest lieutenant governor in 
the state’s history at age 30. He en-
tered the Senate in 1986 after two 

QuickTakes:Mount Vernon 
Shuttle Incidents

April 2005: Shuttle stops on 
Whitehurst Freeway due to 
smoldering

September 2004: Driver 
error causes shuttle to over-
run Mount Vernon ledge

August 2004: Fire sparked 
by wiring problem destroys 
bus

July 2004: Smoke forces the 
evacuation of a shuttle

NC prof. vies for SMPA

by Nathan Brill
and Ryan Holeywell
Hatchet Staff Writers

 When a friend from high school introduced junior 
Brian Weiss to the Web site freeipods.com, he was doubt-
ful about being able to score free stuff. 
 “I said that there was no way this could work. I was 
skeptical of this for years,” Weiss said. “I decided I want-
ed to prove myself wrong, to see if I could prove their 
claims true or false.”
 Weiss fi nally gave into his friend’s request to sign up 
as a referral and pursued his own free iPod. Thirty-one 
days later, Weiss was rocking out on a new 40-gigabyte 
music player.
 Now, Weiss is working to help himself and others 
get more free products through Internet offers. Since 
earning his fi rst free prize, Weiss has gone on to create 
a Web site titled “Brian’s Guide to Getting Free (Stuff)” 
at www.geocities.com/brianw14/. Weiss said he has as-

sisted friends in getting their 
own free iPods through tips on 
the site and advice on how to 
advertise. Weiss is waiting for 
two credit card applications to 
clear before he is eligible for a 
free fl at-screen television.
 Peter Martin, co-founder of 

by Marissa Levy
Senior Staff Writer

 University offi cials will select be-
tween Robert Entman, a professor of 
communications at North Carolina 
State University, and media person-
ality Marvin Kalb in their search for 
School of Media and Public Affairs 
director, according to a source with 
knowledge of the search.
 The author of several books on 
mass media, Entman referred all 
comments on his candidacy to in-

terim director Steven Livingston.
 Livingston would not say 
whether the school was considering 
the NC State professor and said the 
search is a “continuing process.”
 “A selection process at this level 
has multiple opinions,” Livingston 
said. “One opinion doesn’t carry the 
day.”
 Several SMPA professors re-
fused to comment on the faculty’s 
preference between Entman, who 
has spent his time in academia, and 
Kalb, a national media personality 
who is a fellow and lecturer at Har-
vard’s Joan Shorenstein Center on 
the Press, Politics and Public Policy.
 The six-member search commit-
tee made up of three SMPA faculty 

members, representatives from the 
Offi ce of the Vice President of Aca-
demic Affairs and an outside advi-
sory board narrowed the fi eld of ap-
plicants to three top candidates after 
a seven-month search that began last 
fall. 
 A former fi nalist for the position 
and professor of political science at 
the University of Wisconsin, Ken 
Goldstein, withdrew himself from 
the fi eld, leaving Entman and Kalb.
 “I took myself out of the selec-
tion process because of a family 
health issue,” he said. Goldstein 
added that he would have enjoyed 
working at GW, referring to the 
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