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Finding a home in the capital

photos by Jeff Baum/photo editor
Above: Brad Schneider slides safely into home in the seventh inning of the Nationals’ 9-3 victory over the Arizona 
Diamondbacks at RFK Stadium Saturday night. Below: GW junior Jonathan Kolker serves as a Nationals batboy 
this season. The hardest part of the job?  “Leaving the stadium after games,” he says.

Nationals a hit in 
new hometown

Erin Shea/assistant photo editor
Chemistry professor Jean Claude Zenklusen lost 70 pounds in a year 
by eating fruit and vegetables and avoiding American eating habits.  

Losing it his own way

Students in 
dark about 
C-Cash policy

by David Ceasar
Senior Staff Writer

 The GWorld Office in 2004 implemented a new 
policy allowing Colonial Cash points to roll over 
from year to year, instead of expiring in May. But 
in interviews last week, many students and staff 
said the University is doing a poor job of informing 
people about the 10-month-old reform.
 Under the current policy, which went into effect 
in June 2004, GW will not take away unused points 
at the end of the spring semester, said Eric Hougen, 
project manager for the Office of Business and 
Operations. The points will only expire if they are 
not used in a 35-month period, meaning graduates 
can still use their GWorld cards for purchases.
 “It is something that students asked for,” 
Hougen said. “We know that it is a big benefit for 
students … an enhancement to the program.”
 In fall 2003, the University launched Colonial 
Cash as the merging of the meal points and debit 
dollars programs. Colonial Cash’s on-campus pre-
decessor, meal points, never carried over; debit 
dollars, an optional program that let students make 
purchases at off-campus venues, did have annual 
rollover.
 Hougen declined to comment on where unused 
points went in past years, or how much money the 
University took in from them annually.
 In light of the new rollover policy, GW admin-
istrators said they hope students will no longer feel 
forced to purchase iPods and other superfluous 
products with their unused points at the end of the 
year.
 “We made the change so whoever the students 
are who feel compelled to spend their money, don’t 
have to do that,” Hougen said.
 Freshman Michael Hyland said he is very 
pleased with this benefit of the new policy, having 
heard from upperclassmen about eating less on 
GWorld to save up for gadgets.
 “I really hope they get the information out,” 
he said in reference to his never hearing about the 
new Colonial Cash policy before being approached 
for this story.
 Outgoing Student Association President Omar 
Woodard said his organization has lobbied the 
University for years to allow Colonial Cash to roll-
over.
 “It’s kind of shocking that this information 
hasn’t trickled down,” Woodard said. “But in my 

See ROLLOVER, p. 3

by Alan Siegel
Sports Editor

 Major League Baseball is 
born again in the diamond 
shaped city. Reuniting wasn’t 
supposed to feel so cold.
 To stay warm on this chilly 
Saturday night – and cel-
ebrate Vinny Castilla’s fourth 
inning two-run homer – the 
RFK Stadium crowd of nearly 
35,000 jumps up and down in 
unison, violently shaking the 
faded maroon, yellow and 
orange painted seats. Imagine 
the quakes the rickety place felt 
during Redskins games over 
the years.
 Fans may never embrace 

the new Washington Nationals 
like their ‘Skins, but baseball 
returned to the District for 
the first time in 34 years last 
weekend with a three-game 
series against the Arizona 
Diamondbacks.
 Saturday night’s crowd 
lacked the star power of 
Thursday’s home opener. 
President Bush failed to brave 
the cold, and most senators and 
congressmen chose the televi-
sion broadcast over the upper 
deck.
 But even when the place 
does not fill up, those in atten-
dance make their presence felt.

See NATIONALS, p. 12

by Bridget Joyce
Hatchet Staff Writer

 A crowd of anxious students 
gathers at the front of a lecture hall, 
eager to pester their professor for 
more credit on a recent test. The 
professor, a portly man with dark 
hair and a deceptively serious face, 
answers complaints one by one. A 
curly-haired student complains that 
her tutor misled her in studying.
 “Tell him I am on the pissed 
side of pissed,” the professor 
declares in a thick accent that both 
demands attention and piques 
curiosity.
 Another student steps up, also 
disappointed with a low test score. 
The professor tells him frankly that 
the question was basic and asks if 

he understands the answer now. 
The student, scratching his head, 
tells him “it’s been awhile.”
 “No,” the professor corrects 
him. “It has been one week.”
 Chemistry professor Jean 
Claude Zenklusen is “a character,” 
said colleague and longtime friend 
Martin Zysmilich. While Zenklusen 
is still a larger than life character 
in the classroom, his waistline is 
a lot smaller than it used to be. 
Zenklusen has lost 70 pounds in 
the last year by following a diet he 
created himself.
 “It’s kind of funny, because 
everyone said you have to follow a 
book, like the South Beach, Atkins 
or the Zone,” Zenklusen said. “I 
don’t follow any of those. I just use 
common sense.”

Putting them on
 Zenklusen takes a seat on a table 
in his classroom and jumps right 
into the root of his problem and 
the secret of his success. His weight 
problems began when he started 
attending college in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina. When he went from an 
active lifestyle of playing rugby, 
swimming regularly and running 
races to spending most of his time in 
the lab, he began to gain weight.
 Zenklusen’s struggles with 
weight continued when he moved 
to Texas in 1992 to earn his doctor-
ate degree in cancer biology. Born in 
Switzerland and raised in Argentina, 
Zenklusen was new to American 
eating habits.
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n Some students unaware of 
yearly rollover of points


