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SJS targets frats
with Facebook
n GW uses site to
identify, then threaten
unrecognized groups
By Aaron Huertas
Hatchet Staff Writer
Student Judicial Services is using Facebook, the popular online
social network used by thousands of
students, to search for and identify
members of unrecognized fraternities. Citing complaints they have
received about unrecognized groups
in past years, GW ofﬁcials recently
sent out letters to dozens of students
believed to be in the fraternities demanding that they take action to
stop alleged violations by the group
or face punishment.
Tara Woolfson, director of SJS,
conﬁrmed that her ofﬁce used “a
number of methods including Facebook” to identify members of the unrecognized fraternity Alpha Pi Epsilon, or APES. The Web site, www.
thefacebook.com, allows students to
enter personal information in a proﬁle. Students can also create online
groups and designate members of
those groups as ofﬁcers.
Woolfson said letters sent to students included the names and positions of ofﬁcers in the online group.
A member of APES requesting anonymity said he had seen letters sent
to others in the fraternity identifying
them with titles created on a nowdefunct APES Facebook group. The
titles jokingly referred to members as
“Token/Russian Spanish Guy” and
“Gay Dude.”
“We know that these appellations are used by groups to distinguish one member from another and
are not meant to be hurtful,” Woolfson said.
Woolfson said in an e-mail that a

total of 49 letters were sent to APES
members on April 4, and that letters
went out to members of Sigma Alpha Epsilon – another unrecognized
fraternity – on April 19. A Sigma
Alpha Epsilon member speaking
on the condition of anonymity said
about 20 members have received the
letters as well.
“The ﬁrst reaction was we
thought it was a prank,” an APES
member, speaking on the condition
of anonymity, said.
The letters, signed by Associate Dean of Students Jan-Mitchell
Sherrill, urged the two fraternities
to stop violating the Student Code
of Conduct. They did not mention
any speciﬁc alleged violations by individuals who received the letters or
by the groups.
“These behaviors, such as the
use of drugs and alcohol, acts of
violence, and other violations of the
‘Code of Student Conduct’ are unacceptable,” the letter said without
elaborating further.
The letters added that a failure to
comply with the SJS directive would
be considered a violation by group
leaders and by the group itself.
Another member of APES, also
speaking on the condition of anonymity, said the University is “trying
so hard to keep us low and a shadow
organization.”
The Sigma Alpha Epsilon member said the overall culture of his fraternity was more organized than in
the past and that the group is avoiding illicit behavior.
“We’re not about getting in trouble anymore,” he said. “Every fraternity has the same problems, but (GW
ofﬁcials) only come after us because
I guess they feel like we are deliberately defying these ridiculous laws
that they have.”
See FACEBOOK, p. 6
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“…the ‘APEs,’ have engaged in
behaviors that are in violation of
the ‘Code of Student Conduct.’”

“You are directed ... to
take appropriate action
to prevent or end violations of the ‘Code of
Student Conduct’ perpetrated by your group.”

“Failure to make reasonable efforts to comply with
the directive in this letter
will be considered a violation of the ‘Code’”
photo illustration by Kyle Spector

APES members received this letter, which The Hatchet obtained from a student who redacted
his information. Visit www.gwhatchet.com to read the full text.

McLaughlin leaves ICU
n Burned freshman still
cannot speak, will have
grafting surgeries
by Casey Pond
Hatchet Staff Writer
A month after being severely
burned in a ﬁre in his Thurston Hall
room, freshman Kevin McLaughlin
was moved out of the intensive care
unit at the Washington Burn Center
last week.
McLaughlin’s father, Timothy
McLaughlin, said in an interview

last week that his son is in a “stepdown” unit, an area that has less
nurses assigned to each patient, but
still remains in critical condition.
While the freshman was recently
taken off a respirator and no longer
requires a personal nurse, he still
cannot speak due to his burns.
Kevin McLaughlin, from Farmington, Conn., was burned in his
ninth ﬂoor room last month after his
sheets caught ﬁre by touching a portable electric grill.
“His lungs are getting better;
they are healing the burn,” said
Timothy McLaughlin, who is a doctor. “He has two surgeries in the

next two weeks, including another
grafting procedure. He has already
received two grafting procedures.”
His son can also walk on a limited
basis.
“Throughout all of this, Kevin
has stayed in good spirits, which has
been helpful to both him and those
around him,” McLaughlin said.
When asked if his son was going
to make a full recovery, McLaughlin
responded, “The main thing is that
he is alive, and I look forward to his
return to The George Washington
University, hopefully this fall.”

“It’s an interesting group of people,” University President Stephen
Joel Trachtenberg said. “Any one of
those people you’d be happy to have
dinner with.”
The three speakers, announced
last week, are also receiving honorary degrees but will have less time to
speak than Rooney.
“(Rooney) will have, as the featured speaker, 10 or 15 minutes to
talk, and the other ones, as they receive their honorary degrees, will
have less time — probably about
ﬁve minutes,” media relations director Tracy Schario said.

In a marked difference from previous years, none of the 2005 speakers attended GW. At last year’s ceremony, oncologist Luther Brady and
former Gen. John Shalikashvili, both
GW graduates, joined former GW
professor Gail Kern Paster on the
Commencement stage. In 2003, Virginia Gov. Mark Warner, who earned
a bachelor’s degree from GW and
lived in Thurston Hall, addressed
graduates.
Only Senate minority leader
Harry Reid (D-Nev.), who will be

See MCLAUGHLIN, p. 12

Three to join Rooney
n Physicist, doctor and
publisher to speak at
May Commencement
by Brandon Butler
Senior Staff Writer

Ben Solomon/Hatchet photographer

Junior Basketball player Mike Hall gets a little wet during
the Dunkin’ for Disabiliites charity event sponsored by the Pi
Kappa Phi fraternity in Kogan Plaza Friday afternoon.
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Wait list
About 200 students await
housing assignements
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Massachusetts Institute of Technology physicist Mildred Dresselhaus, Miami Herald publisher Alberto Ibarguen and former Army doctor
Philip Russel will join CBS correspondent Andy Rooney in speaking
at Commencement on May 22.
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