
by Michael Boyd
Hatchet Reporter

 Political watchers are speculating that 
Virginia governor and 
GW alumnus Mark 
Warner has ambitions of 
running for president in 
the 2008 election after his 
term concludes in January 
2006.
 Warner, a Democrat 
who graduated from GW 
with a bachelor’s degree 
in political science in 
1977, is unable to run for 
another term because of 
Virginia law. Many politi-
cal observers and media 
outlets see the former 
Thurston Hall resident’s 
next step as vying for the 
White House.  
 Following the 2004 
presidential election, sev-
eral news sources, including the Los Angeles 
Times, The New York Times and the Wall 
Street Journal, have

mentioned Warner as a possible 2008 
Democratic presidential candidate.
 “He certainly has higher ambitions,” said 
Toni-Michelle Travis, associate professor of 

public and international 
affairs at George Mason 
University in Fairfax, Va. 
“The Washington Post 
wrote about a possible 
presidency. He’s a south-
ern governor, he’s done 
well fiscally, he’s middle-
of-the-road, young and 
he’s personable.”

Bumper stickers and 
T-shirts reading “Warner: 
President 2008” can 
already be found on the 
Internet along with Web 
sites dedicated to his can-
didacy. Some predict that 
Warner will challenge Sen. 
George Allen (R-Va.) for 
his seat in the Senate in 
2006, but the governor has 

not publicly given any indication of his post-

 Metropolitan Police officials 
are investigating the broad-day-
light beating of an elderly woman 
Tuesday on a block adjacent to 
campus.
 Kenneth Bryson, an MPD 
public information officer, said 
the 83-year-old was punched in 
the face, kicked and robbed by a 
male assailant at approximately 
4:30 p.m. on the 700 block of 24th 
Street. That area of residential 
Foggy Bottom lies directly across 
the street from the west side of 
New Hall. 
 The woman is in stable con-
dition at an area hospital, and 
Bryson said detectives are investi-
gating the case. There is a $10,000 
reward for information leading to 

the arrest of the attacker.
 “It’s just a horrendous crime 
that involves a physical attack 
resulting in injury to one of our 
community’s senior citizens,” 
Bryson said. “It’s just a horren-
dous, horrendous crime.”
 While the incident occurred 
just outside campus, University 
Police officials are not working 
with D.C. officials to apprehend 
the assailant, said Tracy Schario, 
the University’s director of media 
relations.
 “If approached by MPD, we 
will help out in the investigation,” 
she said, adding that UPD is not 
yet considering adding additional 
patrols to the area.

–Gabriel Okolski
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Chemistry professor Martin Zysmilich serves hash browns to freshman Ei Ei Nyane 
Wednesday night in the Marvin Center during Midnight Breakfast.  This biannual 
event marks the end of the semester.  See story, page 10.

GETTINGSERVED

SJS investigates 
secret society

by Brandon Butler
Senior Staff Writer

 The University is investigating 
allegations of hazing and underage 
drinking among members of GW’s 
secret society The Order of the Hip-
po. 
 Student Judicial Services has re-
ceived multiple allegations of hazing 
stemming from what is believed to 
be an initiation ritual of the Order of 
the Hippo members last week. Late 
on the night of April 28, some of the 
group’s apparent participants were 
seen being led blindfolded around 
University Yard. The blindfolded 
students also had what appeared to 
be mud or paint on their faces. 
 “(SJS) is now looking into re-
ports of alleged violations of the 
Code of Student Conduct involving 
individual students that have been 

brought to their attention with rela-
tion to alleged activities Thursday 
and Friday,” University media rela-
tions director Tracy Schario said in a 
statement.
 Robert Chernak, senior vice 
president for Student and Academic 
Support Services, said some under-
21 members may have drank at a 
University Club event following an 
April 29 induction ceremony.  
 “There were reports of allega-
tions of underage drinking by some 
members, and inappropriate mea-
sures may have been taken,” he said 
during an interview at Wednesday’s 
Midnight Breakfast in the Marvin 
Center.  “What we have to do is look 
into the matter fully and be sure we 
get all the facts.” 
 Chernak added that any                  

See HIPPO, p. 18

The ivory tower power

by Brian Costa
Editor in Chief

 Steve Trachtenberg did 
not go to the Graduate School 
of Education and Human 
Development’s council meeting 
last Friday with crowd-pleasing 
news.
 The group of administra-
tors and faculty had submitted a 
proposal for GW to erect a new 
building for their school, and 
Trachtenberg was telling them to 
get in line. Many schools within 
the University want better facil-

ities, he said, and the GSEHD 
would simply have to wait its turn 
– unless they find a way to fund 
a new building completely from 
alumni donations, which isn’t 
likely.
 And yet somehow, for 
moments during his half-hour 
address, the small room in the 
Alumni House sounded like the 
D.C. Improv.
 Trachtenberg joked about his 
trip to Peoria, Ill. the day before 
– “When I went to Paris a few 
weeks ago, the bellhop asked if 
I was there for biesnisss or plea-
sore. I said it’s always a pleasure 
when I come to Paris. When I got 
to Peoria I told them the same 
thing.” – in between pointing 
out that, by the way, the Faculty 
Senate thinks GW’s next priority 

should be a new science facility, 
not a new education building.
 Council Chair Gene Rotberg 
was less than amused.
 “There are 1,500 graduate 
students (in GSEHD),” he said, 
stressing the importance of having 
a strong education school in the 
nation’s capital. “What is it that 
you think you’re going to get out 
of a science facility, Steve? You’re 
not Cal Tech here.”
 No, Trachtenberg conceded, 
but “I can’t continue to have a 
physics department where, in 
order to do their research, they 
have to go to Los Alamos.”
 The group did not appear 
moved. So Trachtenberg pulled 
out a story he had told many times 

Mark Warner

See WARNER, p. 17
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President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg cuts the ribbon for Townhouse Row in September 2003.
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