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Union
to go
forward
by Jessica Calefati
Hatchet Staff Writer
After seven months of deliberations, part-time professors are
positioned to unionize, following a verdict from the National
Labor Relations Board May 17.
The move will change the way
the University negotiates with its
part-time professors, and at least
one professor said, lead to the
resignation of faculty who don’t
want to join a labor group.
Under the supervision of two
NLRB officials, adjunct union organizers and University officials,
28 contested votes from an October election were reconsidered
and gave a slight edge to unionization supporters. Proponents
of the organization of part-time
faculty won by a vote of 341 to
331.
In October, part-time professors who had taught a class
in two semesters between fall
2002 and spring 2004 voted for
unionization by a 12-vote margin, with an official final count
of 694 votes. There were questions over submission deadlines
and the eligibility of some ballots
that delayed the final tally until
last week.
Kip Lornell, lead union organizer and professor of Africana
See UNION, p. 3
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Above: Jessica Buck, a masters graduate, hugs classmates on the Ellipse Sunday morning.
Left: Julia Kerson, a graduate of the Columbian College, waves to her family.

Grads celebrate on Ellipse
n In largest draw in recent
history, 23,000 attend
graduation under sunny skies
by Brandon Butler and
Ketie Rooney
News Editors
More than 6,000 students can now call themselves GW graduates after Sunday’s blue-sky
Commencement on the Ellipse.
After planning for more than a year, the
University hosted about 23,000 students, family,
faculty and administrators in front of the White
House. Of the 6,700 graduates eligible to attend
the ceremony, ofﬁcials said 5,000 actually came to
Sunday’s festivities.
“It was terriﬁc,” said University President
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg, who sported a blue
GW cap during Commencement, after the two
hour-long ceremony. “We were blessed with good
weather, the speakers were humorous and professional and the students had a good time.”
Four honored guests spoke at the ceremony,

Board
delays
raises A ﬁnal
coming
together

including keynote speaker and CBS “60 Minutes”
correspondent Andy Rooney, whose granddaughter Alexis Perkins received her bachelor’s degree
Sunday. He mixed grandfatherly advice with pessimism and witty satire.
“How could I be anything but happy to be
here,” Rooney said. “I get to talk to young people,
and they don’t get to talk back.”
The experienced reporter and columnist also
gave advice to graduates during their ﬁnal moments as students, saying, “If you’re smart, you
should be nervous about going into the world.”
“If you’re not nervous, you’re not smart,” he
added.
Trachtenberg also honored Massachusetts Institute of Technology professor Mildred Dresselhaus, Miami Herald publisher Alberto Ibarguen
and former top Army doctor Phillip Russell with
honorary degrees.
“As we go forward into the 21st century, the
world will need your leadership to face the problems of an increasingly globalized society and all
the perils out there,” said Russell, who encouraged
graduates to pursue careers in public service.
After Commencement, Senate Minority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) addressed about 400 grad-

uates from GW’s Law School at the Smith Center,
encouraging future lawyers to abide by strict legal
standards.
“My advice to you graduates is that each use
your education to stand for the rule of law, not of
man. My advice is that you play the game hard,
but play by the rules,” Reid said. “And if the game
goes against you, work harder, train harder and
play again.”
Reid graduated from the Law School in 1964
and had a discouraging experience with administrators that led him to hold a “grudge” toward
GW.
While attending law school, Reid worked fulltime as a U.S. Capitol Police ofﬁcer to support his
pregnant wife and daughter. After seeking advice
on how to balance his busy schedule, a dean told
him to quit law school.
The senator did not follow that advice, but
also did not accept a number of invitations since
his graduation to address GW students.
“I’ve been asked to speak in the past,” Reid
said during an interview with The Hatchet before
his speech. “I just felt like now it was the right
See COMMENCEMENT, p. 6

by Marissa Levy
Campus News Editor

GW’s Board of Trustees approved a six-month delay in faculty
and staff pay raises Friday, making
it the second time in three years that
employees must wait 18 months for
a salary increase that used to come
every year. Some professors’ concerns about the raise delay were not
assuaged by an administration plan
to allocate funds freed up by the deferment to other initiatives.
The board voted in favor of a 6
percent pay raise to take effect January 2006, despite vocal faculty support in favor of a 3 percent increase
this June. Trustees also approved the
use of an additional $1 million to go
toward the average salaries of the
University’s assistant and full-time
faculty members.
University President Stephen
Joel Trachtenberg said a 6 percent
increase in January will boost salaries and allow professors’ pay to stay
competitive with other institutions’
faculty members. He added that the

As the class of 2005 gathered on the Ellipse to
throw their caps in the air Sunday, it was the ﬁrst
and last time many students would come together
as members of the GW community.
As the procession of black-robed graduates
marched side-by-side to their seats for graduation, many individuals who had never met before
stood shoulder-to-shoulder in the nation’s capital
to experience a landmark celebration.
“It’s hard to know everyone from your school,
but I think (Commencement) had something for
everybody” graduate Jon Woodward said.
Contrary to the idea of a formal, personal
graduation, GW’s ceremony took place in an outdoor setting, with members of the public mixing
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Senate Minority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) talks to Law School graduates about his reconciliation with GW following some sour experiences while he attended the school in the 1960s.
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