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NEWS

Hall ﬁre leads to review
n Ofﬁcials evaluating
safety of Thurston Hall
following blaze
by Sam Salkin
Hatchet Staff Writer

More than three months
after a fire charred a ninth-floor
room in Thurston Hall and left
a freshman badly burned, the
University is still evaluating a
response to ensure safety in the
building.
Sophomore
Kevin
McLaughlin awoke early March
22 to a fire engulfing his room.
Hundreds of students packed
the stairways and scrambled out
Jeff Baum/senior photo editor
of the building shortly before 5
a.m. following an alarm.
Fire department ofﬁcials respond to a ﬁre in a ninth-ﬂoor Thurston Hall room,
Amid questions about the which left one freshman badly burned three months ago.
effectiveness of Thurston’s
sprinkler systems and the fact tives from the general counsel’s Ivory Tower and New Hall, have
that the fire was first identified office, Student and Academic sprinklers in each individual
by a Secret Service officer out- Support Services and Executive room.
Russell P. Fleming, a fire
side the building, the University Vice President and Treasurer
put together a panel to evaluate Louis Katz’s office, among oth- safety expert with the National
ers.
Fire Sprinkler Association, said
GW’s fire safety protocols.
M c L a u g h l i n , for Thurston residents to be com“
T
h
e
whose
sheets pletely safe the sprinkler system
University estabcaused the blaze must be updated.
lished a working
“People think that a
“People think that partial sysafter
contactgroup of admining an electric tems are better than nothing, but
istrators from a
partial
system
is
better
grill, was moved you are really playing Russian
broad range of
area
responsi- than nothing, but you are out of an inten- roulette,” Fleming said, referring
sive care unit at to a game where participants
bilities to review
really playing Russian the Washington shoot a gun at their heads that
the incident and
Burn Center in may be loaded. “It doesn’t even
the University’s
roulette.”
late April. His pretend to protect an individual
response,” said
relatives said he in the room.”
Matt
Nehmer,
hopes he returns
Fleming said the changes
assistant direcRUSSELL P. FLEMING to school in the needed to ensure the sprinkler
tor of media relaFIRE SAFETY EXPERT
fall.
system properly works would
tions. “We expect
M c L a u g h l i n ’ s be minor since the upgrade only
the
working
father, Timothy requires an extension of conduits
group to complete
criticized
the on each floor. Thurston doesn’t
its review by the end of the sum- McLaughlin,
mer, and any necessary chang- University after his son’s dorm have sprinklers in each room
es identified as a result of that room fire was not contained by because it was built before the
a hallway sprinkler system in
review will be implemented.”
The group has representa- Thurston. Newer dorms, such
See FIRE Page 24

News Briefs
‘Crossfire’ ends run at GW
Incoming freshmen and their
families excited to see the famed
screaming matches on CNN’s
“Crossfire” will be disappointed
after the show’s recent cancellation
leaves a void in one of Colonial
Inauguration’s must-see events.
The show, one of cable television’s longest-running programs
and the first debate show of its
kind, made its final broadcast June
4. Host James Carville offered
“a big thank you to The George
Washington University” for hosting the show for the last three
years.
Carville and Robert Novak
hosted the farewell show alongside host Paul Begala, who participated via satellite from Boston.
In 2002, “Crossfire” came to
GW through a partnership with
CNN that was developed by GW
Vice President of Communications
Michael Freedman and coordinating producer Heather Clapp
Date. Since its arrival at GW, the
show has aired 736 times from
the Jack Morton Auditorium and
employed 206 students as staff,
interns and volunteers.
CNN President Jonathan Klein
announced “Crossfire’s” cancellation in January in an effort to shift
the network’s focus toward hard
news. Since its debut in 1982, the
show has worked to present both
the conservative and liberal perspectives on numerous political
issues, oftentimes breaking into
intense and raucous debate.
In October 2004, several
months before Klein announced
plans to axe “Crossfire,” comedian Stewart appeared on the show
and blasted it, saying the often
over-the-top debate was “hurting
America.”
On the Friday afternoon of
the hosts’ final broadcast, friendly
handshakes and hearty laughter
pervaded the studio in a performance that lacked its famous par-

tisanship.
Freedman, a former CBS executive, was jubilant as he discussed
the show’s run at GW. Last month,
Freedman said he was “absolutely
confident” that the CNN-GW relationship would continue in the
form of another show.
Originally “Inside Politics”
was planned to replace “Crossﬁre”
at GW, but that show will soon
be canceled in the wake of host
Judy Woodruff’s decision against
renewing her contract.
A block of programming from
3 to 6 p.m. hosted by Wolf Blitzer
will replace the two shows.
–Christina Mueller

Alumna writes GW guidebook
When incoming freshmen
arrive on campus in the fall, they
might come to know a GW that
is a little different from what they
were expecting.
College Prowler, a publisher
of student-written college guidebooks, is aiming to give students
the real deal on colleges by reviewing universities from a studentonly perspective. With 200 guidebooks to colleges, the book about
GW is a recent addition.
Julie Gordon, a 2004 graduate and former Hatchet news editor, wrote the GW guidebook for
College Prowler during her senior
year. The 160-page book, which
is number seven on the College
Prowler list of best sellers, has
hundreds of students quotes about
a variety of aspects of campus life,
such as academics, nightlife, facilities and the drug scene.
“I think if people could get one
thing out of the book it’s that GW
isn’t really what you’d expect,”
Gordon said.
“GW Off the Record” is on sale
for $14.95 at the GW Bookstore,
http://www.collegeprowler.com,
http://www.amazon.com and
http://www.barnesandnoble.com
–Caitlin Carroll
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Ten tips for a useful CI
by Marissa Levy
Campus News Editor

Colonial Inauguration is
GW’s jam-packed freshman orientation for the class of 2009.
With almost 40 events planned
over a three-day schedule, the
CI Web site asks “Fact or fiction: It doesn’t matter if I skip CI
events.”
The site says fiction, but The
Hatchet says fact. This is The
Hatchet’s top-10 tips on what to
do, what not to do and how to
make the most out of your three
days at CI.

10. Don’t waste time on the
Day One campus tours
Odds are that when you
applied to GW or found out you
were accepted you visited Foggy
Bottom and took the requisite
campus tour, so you’ve done it.
There are so many great things
to do during CI, both on campus
and in D.C., that you shouldn’t
waste time taking a tour of stuff
you’ll see countless times over
the next four years.
Besides, no matter how many
times you take the formal campus
tour, you won’t get a true sense
of GW’s campus until you’re living here day by day. And while
some of you may feel compelled
to take the tour for fear of looking like a lost freshman during
the first week of classes, don’t
sweat it. No matter what you do
you will look like a lost freshman
and so will all of your peers. At
least you’re not alone.

9. Check out the Lerner
Health and Wellness Center
On Day Two of your CI
schedule there is a designated
7 to 9 a.m. morning workout.
While these early hours may not
sound appealing to non-morning people, definitely take the
time to check out GW’s workout
facilities at some point over your
CI weekend.
The “HellWell,” as students
like to call it, is GW’s state-ofthe-art exercise complex, complete with workout machines, a
free-weight room, indoor pool,
jogging track, and squash, racquetball and basketball courts.
With all these features, and
admission to both students and
faculty members, HellWell is one
of the busiest places on campus. So take this time to get a
nice, peaceful workout at the
gym before it is September and
you find yourself waiting half an
hour on the treadmill line.

8. Are all those information
sessions that informative?

without events that will make
you smile. First there is the free
food, which is sure to bring joy
into the heart of any financially
challenged college student. And
while you may not be able to
fully enjoy the benefits of being
fed on the house quite yet, you
can at least use the Buff-N-Blue
barbecue and ice cream breaks to
meet new friends.
Don’t miss out on the student
skits or Capitol Steps Comedy
Show either. You’re sure to get
a few laughs out of the Colonial
Cabinet’s version of the college
clichés and the professional
comedy troupe’s lampoon of
the Washington political scene.
You’ll soon find that at GW these
two things aren’t mutually exclusive.
5. Like a virgin – register for
the very first time
This may be the scariest part
of CI, but freshmen tend to stress
out a lot more than necessary
about registration. So keep these
few things in mind and you
might be able to get that desired
7. Kickoff is cool
Day One’s Colonial Inaugura- perfect schedule:
First, go to your advising
tion Kickoff may be a little
cheesy, but it’s one of the most sessions and Web registration
fun events of your orientation practices. Even if you’re sure
of your major,
weekend. At the
each school and
kickoff, CI leaddepartment has
ers will have
almost unimagicourse requirenable levels of
ments that many
Embrace your inner
enthusiasm, but
students like to
don’t be turned
get out of the way
social
butterﬂy.
Don’t
off. Take their
early on. Your
excitement with a
advisor can help
be a CI hermit.
grain of salt and
you figure out
let it have a conthe best courses
tagious effect, so
to take in your
you can sit back
first semester of
and enjoy their
classes. And then
song-and-dance introduction there’s GWeb. While not a difwithout any airs of “I’m too cool ficult system once you’re used
for this” cynicism. Plus there are to it, you want to be well-versed
freebies: stay seated and maybe in the ways of GW’s online regyou’ll catch one of the GW T- istration before you sign up for
shirts, sweatshirts or blankets classes.
It’s not a big deal if you don’t
that the Colonial Cabinet will
get all or any of the classes you
throw out into the audience.
University President Stephen want. Yes, it might seem like the
Joel Trachtenberg will also speak end of the world now, but it’s
at this event, an occasion you not. You should make a list of
definitely don’t want to miss. SJT, the top five classes you want to
as he is more commonly referred take, but don’t forget to include
to, is known for his witty humor several back-up classes that also
and wacky, non-sequitur stories. interest you. As incoming freshAnd then there’s the laser men, you are at the bottom of the
light show. This is the only time totem pole of class registration,
you’ll get to see this famed CI so many classes may already be
event that people talk about long
after these three overwhelming
See TIPS Page 20
days are over. Trust us, it’s pretty
cool, and not to be missed.
GW is sending you to its
Mount Vernon Campus if you
want to sit in on one of many
“Experience GW” information
sessions. These Day Two forums
are aimed at helping incoming
freshmen prepare for life as college students. Topics range from
managing your money, using
your new GWorld card and
Colonial Cash, living on campus
and achieving academic success.
But really, while these sessions will give you a few good
nuggets of advice, don’t work
yourself into a frenzied compulsion to hear all of the lectures. If
you’re a Columbian College of
Arts and Sciences student who
is already on Mount Vernon for
your academic advising, then
take in one or two of these
speeches if the topic interests
you. But remember, you’re going
to learn most of the stuff covered
in these sessions by default as
soon as you become a full-time
student.

6. Go to the fun stuff
While CI is clearly about getting yourself academically situated, GW’s orientation is not

BESTTHE
OF

CRIME LOG

Each week, The Hatchet meets with University Police officials
and compiles a crime log listing student crimes and misdemeanors
that UPD and other authorities respond to throughout the week.
Some are bizarre, others serious – perhaps you’ll make it in the log
as the freshman who entered Thurston covered in vomit.
To introduce new students to the crime log, here is a list of some
of the more humorous incidents – in which people were not seriously harmed – from the past two years.
Burglary
3/5/05 – West End – open case
A man walked into the wrong
room and picked up a pair of
female shoes while the residents
were home. The shoes have been
recovered.
Destruction
10/28/04 – 2100 block of H Street
12:39 a.m. – case closed
During the celebration following
the Red Sox’s World Series victory,
a male student was seen jumping
on the roof of a car parked near
Kogan Plaza.
Referred to Student
Judicial Services
Fireworks Violation
4/11/05 – Gelman Library
open case
A male was startled after someone
threw a firecracker at the seat next
to him while he was studying.
The suspects could not be found.
Referred to SJS
Gambling
10/22/04 – Fulbright Hall
12:18 a.m. – case closed
A student punched through a
glass pane and injured himself
after losing a bet on a video game.
Lacerations present on his arm
and wrist required attention from
EMeRG.
Referred to SJS
Harassment

Two female roommates got into a
dispute via an online instant messaging program.
Referred to SJS
Liquor Law Violation
2/13/05 – City Hall
3:45 a.m. – case closed
A male student was found
unconscious on the 10th ﬂoor,
lying in a pool of his own vomit.
Referred to SJS
Pornography
3/3/05 – Health and Wellness Center
case closed
Staff reported pornography taped
up in the men’s locker room
shower.
No suspects or witnesses
Simple Assault
9/11/04 – Smith Center
case closed
A female swimmer asked a male
to move over a lane in the lap
pool. The male then grabbed the
floating noodle from under her
and hit her with the device.
Unlawful Entry
5/2/05 – Medical Faculty Associates
2:00 a.m. – case closed
UPD responded to a report of
someone locking himself in the
bathroom. The male tried to leave
the bathroom and officers caught
him, recognized him as someone
who was earlier barred from campus and arrested him.
Subject barred.

10/27/03 – Crawford Hall
11:53 p.m. – case closed

–compiled by Ryan Holeywell
and Katie Rooney

Hey! I’m a FRESHMAN!
How can the Career Center
help ME?!

�Student Financial Assistance says you get federal work study aid?
Find your work-study job here!
�Your parents say you need to help with tuition?
Find your part-time job here!
�Your advisor says you need to explore “experiential learning?”
Find your co-op job or internship here!
�Your roommate says you owe for groceries?
Find a temporary/short-term job here!
�You need help writing a resume?
Drop in for an individual consultation or for a workshop!
�You’ve realized that someday you’ll have to leave GW and start a career?
Come on in for consulting—or get online! WE’LL HELP YOU OUT!

THE GW CAREER CENTER

Old Main—1922 F Street, NW
www.gwired.gwu.edu/career • 202.994.6495 • gwcarctr@gwu.edu
Student Employment (Federal Work Study/Cooperative Education): 202.994.8046
fws@gwu.edu • gwcoop@gwu.edu

Coming soon! FALL 2005 CAREER CAMPAIGN: August 25-September 29
Events include the Federal Work Study orientations and the Federal Work Study Job Fair!
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OPINIONS

Kyle Spector - Opinions Editor (kspector@gwhatchet.com)

EDITORIAL

Issue overview
As the newest members of the GW community,
freshmen and their parents should be aware several
hot-button issues that will affect the next few years
of your lives.

Strained faculty and administration relations
Two integral parts of the University, the faculty
and administration, have been at odds recently over
a number of issues. In May, the University Board
of Trustees voted to delay faculty pay raises by six
months for the second time in three years. Adding
insult to injury, most faculty affected by the delay
discovered that they would no longer be receiving
their raise as planned after reading about it in The
Hatchet – the University had not publicized its plans
as of early April. Who knows when it would have?
Adjunct professors recently voted to unionize after facing years of what they believe is poor
treatment from the administration. Created by staff
lacking standard benefits and suffering low pay,
the adjunct union might force some changes in
University policy toward its faculty through collective bargaining.
GW needs both of these key groups working
together to operate successfully. At this point, the
prospects for warmer relations look grim. Better
communication between the groups and a commitment to faculty needs by the administration could
turn things around.

GW’s relations with the
Foggy Bottom community
A rapidly rising undergraduate population has
put a strain on the University and its neighbors. This
year, members of the Foggy Bottom Association and
the local Advisory Neighborhood Council tried to
get the city to prevent non-GW students from eating at the newly opened Ivory Tower food venues.
Although that plan failed, GW’s neighbors have succeeded in stopping the University from keeping the
Health and Wellness Center open as late as students
would like.
The rhetoric coming from the FBA and members
of the ANC is static and has proven unproductive.
Instead of opposing every change or new construction plan put forth by GW, the neighbors should
attempt to fight the major changes that adversely
affect their community while building consensus on
smaller issues. The University needs to alleviate the
concerns of area residents by putting forth a final
status plan for its construction.
Relations between the two groups have warmed
up in recent months, perhaps in part due to the
opening of GW’s Office of Foggy Bottom and West
End Affairs and the inclusion of neighborhood
groups in the planning process for the old hospital
site. GW’s commitment to building better relations
may prove successful in the coming years.

The University’s over-involvement
in student life
It is no secret that GW has a poor record when it
comes to fostering bustling student life on campus.
While the University did invest in the construction
of Townhouse Row, events of this year led many
to question the commitment to student life on campus.
In one instance, Student Activities Center
Director Tim Miller came to campus on a Sunday to
remove members of unrecognized fraternities from
a sorority philanthropy event. This past semester,
Student Judicial services utilized the popular Web
site thefacebook.com to target members of unrecognized fraternities. These students, who may or may
not be members of the unrecognized groups, were
sent threatening letters from an administrator.
Reports have also confirmed that the University
uses records from the GW Hospital to prosecute
students during SJS hearings or make recommendations about their return to campus following psychiatric evaluations.
There is a need for GW to look out for the wellbeing of its student population. Students, however,
should be wary of a University that is this intent on
managing and prying into their lives.

LETTERS
Deadlines for submissions are Friday 5 p.m.
for Monday issues and Tuesday 5 p.m. for
Thursday issues. They must include the
author’s name, title, year in school and telephone number. The GW Hatchet does not
guarantee publication of any submissions
and reserves the right to edit all submissions
for space, grammar and clarity. Electronic
submissions are preferred.

The GW Hatchet
Opinions Editor
2140 G St., N.W.
Washington, DC 20052
letters@gwhatchet.com

“He called me while I was hanging out and I just wanted to focus
on the summer. I thought he was creepy.”

- Sophomore Chad Harlan on getting a call from his freshman roommate over
the summer before he came to GW

Escape from fantasy land
Before you even arrive at GW, you
were bombarded with acronyms, dichotomies and inconsistencies. You are told
that “Something happens here,” but when
you arrive at Colonial Inauguration to
the singing and dancing
Colonial Cabinet, you
wonder if this is what
happens here, and if so,
what the hell are you
doing here? You couldn’t
comprehend why www.
gwu.edu, my.gwu.edu,
and gwired.gwu.edu all have to coexist.
You thought that people came to GW
to get engaged in politics or experience
the culture of a bustling city. Instead,
you realize that you are surrounded by
a sea of Ugg-wearing, Gucci bag-carrying princesses that descended on Foggy
Bottom like a plague worthy of inclusion
into a Passover seder.
If this is how you feel, I can commiserate – I hated CI. However, I learned a
valuable lesson. I discovered that everything at GW is inherently neutral. It is
how we confront each situation, each
person and each day that makes it positive or negative. I had a terrible attitude
at CI, and this inherently neutral experience became negative for me. Luckily,
there are so many things going on at GW
that it is easy to find a few neutral situations that can turn into positives.
Is Thurston a good or bad place to
live? Well, it depends on who you are
and what you make of it. Of course, some
of you will have terrible roommates. Will

you waste away in your room wishing you had gotten into HOVA, or will
you use the time that you don’t want to
spend with your roommate to explore
the amazing museums and sights of this
beautiful city.
Did you get stuck
YLE
on “the Vern”? Sure, the
daily shuttle commute
is less than desirable,
PECTOR
but you live in one of
OPINIONS EDITOR
the most beautiful parts
of the city. Swim in the
pool and play Frisbee in the open fields.
At least you won’t have to compete for
space with the thousand or so students
who pack University Yard every time
there is even a forecast of a chance of
sunshine.
Don’t really like any of the people
you met the first few weeks of school?
No problem, rush a Greek-letter group. If
you end up enjoying rush, you will find
friends for a lifetime. Even if you don’t
end up joining a fraternity or sorority, at
the very least you will enjoy a week of
free food and events.
The wisest thing anyone can do at
GW is to never take anything at face
value. CI should teach you this first and
foremost. When you return to campus in
the fall you will probably realize that the
CI world was a fabricated fantasy land
to wow you and your parents and make
you feel better about the extra mortgage
you had to take out to pay for this education. So now, after this initial shock, take
GW for what it really is.

K
S

Explore the diversity of the people
that surround you in your dorms and
your classrooms. Some of the faculty here
is first rate, so engage your professors in
discussions beyond the classroom. When
you find something you really enjoy
studying, professors can transcend the
student-teacher relationship to become a
friend, a guide or a mentor.
The best part about CI for me was
that between the laserlight show, the
over-caffeinated cabinet members and
the lack-luster social events, I fell in love.
No, I didn’t meet the girl of my dreams
at CI. In fact, I don’t even remember
any of the girls I met in my two and a
half days of purgatory. My love affair
was and still is with this city. Though I
enjoyed my trips home throughout freshmen year, each time I took that walk back
to Thurston from the Metro stop, suitcase
in hand, I looked up at the IMF buildings
that formed my neighborhood and I realized that this place truly felt like home.
Don’t forget where you came from,
but realize that GW is your new home,
at least for a few years. Embrace what
it and the city truly have to offer you.
Whether or not you enjoy CI, the years
ahead have a lot to offer. Take GW for
what it is, all things being neutral, and
make them positive. It’s up to you to
make this next four years the best you’ve
had yet.
–The writer, a junior majoring in international affairs, is the Hatchet opinions
editor. Ladies, he can be reached at 202-9941312. Anytime is the right time to call.

Choose your own GW
My memories of Colonial Inauguration are as potent as the marijuana
smoke that greeted me when I opened
the door to my orientation room assignment. I
had just parted ways with
my mother in the Thurston lobby, already wary
of spending two and a
half days trying to get a
handle on this school. Being welcomed by a small
Phish concert in a dorm room a mere 10
minutes after I got on to campus only
compounded my uncertainty about
GW.
Was this what GW was going to be
like?
As a senior, I know the answer to
that question. But I didn’t then, and CI
wasn’t much help. I do think that the
University, specifically the Colonial
Cabinet and Student and Academic
Support Services, do a wonderful job
getting freshmen excited about spending the next four years of their lives in
Washington. But they cannot be expected to give students a taste of what it’s
really like to be at GW, because it’s the
summer and Foggy Bottom is only a
shell of its vibrant academic-year self.
So I’m going to attempt – in about
500 words, mind you – to give you an
idea of what it’s really like at GW. Just
one catch: just like John Edwards said
there were two Americas, there’s actually two GWs – unlike the two Americas, though, neither GW is for poor
people.
What GW will be like for you depends on whether you like CI. It’s like
one of those “Choose Your Own Adventure” books we read as children:
you can take a path to either GW.

If you like CI ...
Just like CI, GW during the academic year is one big social scene where you
constantly make new
friends and experience
new things. Even the
ICHAEL
library is a great place
to meet people.
ARNETT
Do you like the friends
EDITOR IN CHIEF
you’ve met at CI? They
can be your roommates; you can eat dinner with them every night, pledge the
same Greek-letter group and spend the
next four years of your life at their side.
Do you want to emulate the spirit
displayed by the CI Cabinet? There are
plenty of opportunities to show off your
school pride. The men’s and women’s
basketball teams, both nationally acclaimed groups, enjoy great support,
especially from the Colonial Army, a
student-fan group with more than 700
members. You can even follow the teams
on the road, taking GW-sponsored bus
trips to big games.
This is all great, you say, but isn’t
there a lot of school work that will hamper my social life? Don’t worry. At GW,
you can make your course load as easy
as you want and party every night (unless you are one of those unfortunate
souls in the School of Engineering and
Applied Sciences). You can fulﬁll most
general requirements with easy classes
and pick an easy major. To top it all
off, most grades are inﬂated, and doing minimal work will still allow you to
walk away with a B-minus.

M
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If you don’t like CI ...
You’re sitting at a dinner table in
the heavily air conditioned Smith Center looking at hundreds of eager fresh-

men in pastel-colored polo shirts with
popped collars. And you’re thinking,
get me out of here. Don’t worry. During
the year, you’ll never have to see any of
these people again.
Nearly 500 people – one-ﬁfth of the
freshman class – attend CI. Multiply that
number by ﬁve to get the total number
of freshmen. Multiply that number by
four to get the total number of undergraduate students. Add to that number
the approximately 9,000 students who
take graduate classes. Add that number
to the thousands of professors and staff
who work at GW. Add that number ...
OK, you get the idea. There are a lot
of people here, which means you have
the chance to meet someone new every
hour.
You may be skeptical about whether
there are other people who share your
interests, but believe me, there are a lot
of freaks at GW. Political junkies, skateboarders, wine enthusiasts, Nintendo
marathoners, break-dancers, obnoxious journalists, deep thinkers, group
sex participants, never-stop studiers,
mountain climbers, actors – we’re all
here. You just have to look hard, past
the 10 people sitting at your CI table,
who all happen to be from two towns
on Long Island (it’s OK, I’m from one of
those two towns).
So there you have it. If you like CI,
there’s a good chance you’ll like GW.
And if you don’t like CI, there’s a good
chance you’ll like GW. Whatever your
preference, don’t use your fake ID at
Riverside Liquors on 22nd and E streets
– unless you’ll like spending a night in
jail.
–The writer, a senior majoring in international affairs, is Hatchet editor in chief. He
wishes he were still living in Thurston
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A University
blueprint

Starting off in college is comparable to having a hangover: it’s
a little rough at first, but you hope
it was all worth it. However, to
make sure you are ready to handle
it, I have compiled a few key terms
and issues to make sure you’re up
to speed from day
one.
First, there is
your GWorld card.
Once you receive
this shiny orange
piece of plastic
you should know
two things: One,
they cost $25 to replace if lost, and
two, you can’t do anything without
them. Make sure to have your parents put the max amount of cash
on it for your first two semesters.
No, not because I want you to gain
the “freshman 15,” but because eating costs here are comparable to
the small fortune of a third-world
country. Without a kitchen freshman year, you will be spending
a lot of money just trying to feed
yourself beyond the Wendy’s dollar
menu. Last year, GW announced
that any leftover GWorld funds at
the end of May can roll over into
the next school year, so you don’t
have to worry about any surplus
funds becoming an involuntary
donation to the University.
Next, there is the GW e-mail
account. While staying away
from address names such as
“Playerforlife@gwu.edu” is probably a good idea when you want to
communicate with professors and
professionals, the more important
411 is about some the types of messages you’ll receive. First, the mass
invitations to clubs and drink specials do actually happen and certain people go to them, but no, you
are not a VIP just because you get
e-mails about it. Secondly, you will
occasionally receive GW administrative e-mails. These rarely tell you
anything useful, or are too long to
really digest, so you might as well
just wait for a story in The Hatchet
to come out if it’s really important.
In gaining access to a GW e-mail
account, you will now be eligible to
participate in the college stalking
network, a.k.a. thefacebook.com. In
the first couple months, you will
probably receive a lot of “friend
requests” as you meet new people.
However, beware: friend requests
from random people are acceptable,
but if you don’t know them personally, please avoid talking to them on
AIM or through Facebook messaging. Two reasons for this: One, it is
generally considered odd to hit on
someone via an online directory,
and two, if you’re not careful you
might be getting sent more than
just a friendly hello – such as uninvited revealing pictures or invitations to hang out with a mutant
cat. Yes. Strange people do exist.
Also, in creating a Facebook pro-

file, freshmen should be warned
about the University personnel
who search for illegalities on the
site, whether it’s an affiliation with
an off-campus fraternity or underage drinking. So, the pictures of
you doing a keg stand in your room
are probably not a
good idea.
Thinking in
EN
the long term,
the University is
EDEAU
deciding what to
COLUMNIST
do with Square 54,
the vacant lot on
I Street between
22nd and 23rd streets where the old
hospital used to be. Right now, land
use experts suggest that GW develop a variety of retail, residential and
office facilities – instead of dorm
space or classrooms. However, the
need to make Square 54 relevant
to student life became painfully
obvious when University officials
announced this spring their intention to build a new residence hall
on the Mount Vernon Campus to
provide beds for the rising student
population. Inevitably, no matter
how many students love the Vern,
it is not the reason most decided to
come to GW; and this choice will
end up forcing a lot more students
to live there who might rather live
in Foggy Bottom. I give accolades
to the University for improving
the shuttle system over the past
few years and offering better food
venues, but the distance is still an
issue for students who want to stay
physically connected to the main
campus. While the class of 2009 will
have 200 fewer incoming students
than last year’s class, an extension
of classroom and housing facilities
here at Foggy Bottom should be a
priority for the students; and with
their input, Square 54 can be used
for student needs. So far, very little
student input has been considered
in this issue, and I would suggest
that incoming freshmen follow this
topic, since it will be our tuition
money paying for any building
development.
A final issue to rest on the
shoulders of the class of 2009 is getting the University to allow medical
amnesty to students getting alcohol
violations. In order to encourage
over-intoxicated students to call for
help from EMeRG, several students
in the Student Association are trying to gain this as a privilege for
students who would otherwise be
too scared of judicial consequences
to report a friend who has been
poisoned by alcohol.
So there you have, in brief, a
“State of GW Address.” Obviously,
there are a lot more issues that could
have been mentioned, but I hope
this will allow you to be aware of a
few things that will affect the next
four years of your life.
–The writer, a junior majoring in
journalism, is a Hatchet columnist.
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Washington
Psychoanalytic
Society

The Washington
Psychoanalytic Clinic
of the Washington
Psychoanalytic Society

We provide mental health referral services, psychoanalysis,
and psychotherapy. Call us at (202) 377-1617.
If you are an undergraduate, graduate student, staff or
faculty struggling with:
writer’s block, test anxiety, depression, anxiety, difficulties
with authority, family problems, identity, questions about
sexuality, trouble choosing a career path, loneliness,
weight gain or loss, relationship difficulties, commitment
problems, child/parent difficulties...

... we may be able to help.
When you call our confidential free referral line, we’ll ask you about
your concerns and try our best to refer you for evaluation and treatment
you can afford. Visit our website at www.washpsa.org.

Find your voice in the Hatchet opinions section
Want to write a column?

Do you have something
important to say?

Angry about something
you read in The Hatchet?
We are always accepting columns, letters and are looking for
new columnists/cartoonists. Come make your mark at GW!
E-mail Hatchet opinions: opinions@gwhatchet.com

Hawk ’n’ Dove
329 Pennsylvania Avenue SE
(202) 543-3300
www.HawkandDoveonline.com
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Great Daily Food & Drink Specials
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1/2 Price Burgers
$1 Wings
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Freshmen to get big taste of the Vern at CI

n Satellite campus
gets mixed reception
from students
by Kaitlyn Jahrling
Hatchet Staff Writer

Some love it, others avoid it
like the plague.
Why is there a mixed opinion
of the Mount Vernon Campus,
why do some embrace the little
GW located on Foxhall Road
northwest of Georgetown, and
why do some hate it?
The University acquired the
former women’s college in 1998
and now houses more than 400
mostly freshman residents there.

Just a 15-minute shuttle ride
– except during rush-hour traffic – this quiet campus can be a
relaxing getaway from the sirens
of Foggy Bottom or a headache
to students traveling between
the two campuses.
The University is trying its
hardest to paint the best picture possible of what is commonly referred to as “the Vern.”
Renovations include 10 tennis
courts added last year, increased
Colonial Cash partners on and
near the campus and plans to
construct a new residence hall.
“We’re always trying to make
it better and better,” said Fred
Siegel, associate vice president
and dean of freshmen, who lives
on Mount Vernon.

Despite the University’s
efforts to make the Vern as
appealing as possible, even people who enjoy living there have
complaints. Students commonly
cite the shuttle ride and lack of
dining options as major inconveniences.
University officials said the
shuttles have a near-perfect
track record, but there have been
five accidents over the last year.
Siegel pointed out a 19 percent
increase in shuttle passengers
last year. The buses sustained
two fires and one accident in
which a bus overran a retaining
wall; no one was injured in the
accidents.
The shuttle’s inconsistent
schedule and traffic delays are

A GW Summer

for High School Students
Mid June – August

A Precollege Program for High School Juniors
• Challenging courses for credit
• Academic exploration & enrichment
• A real college experience

Mini-Courses for Grades 9–11
•
•
•
•

Photojournalism: Media in Focus
Law & Evidence: Inside Criminal Law
Summer Institute in Applied Politics
Explore Engineering

Experience GW! Discover DC!
GW Summer Scholars
Precollege Programs
www. gwu.edu/summer/scholars
scholars@gwu.edu
202-242-6802
GW is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Institution.
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major complaints. Buses run con- sandwich shop near campus, will
tinuously during weekdays, and soon be a Colonial Cash vendor,
every 15 minutes after 7 p.m. Siegel said.
and on weekends. Some students
A full day’s worth of activicomplain that the vehicles are ties at this summer’s Colonial
often late, plagued by long lines Inauguration will be held on
and do not stick to their sched- Mount Vernon in an effort to
showcase GW’s second campus.
ule.
“Sometimes it leaves early,
“This is the year we said, ‘we
sometimes it leaves late, they really want to make this a part
really run on their own sched- of orientation,’” Siegel said. “We
ule,” said sophomore Nate market the campus as a place to
Loehr, who lived
do activities, so
on Mount Vernon
we want to show
last year.
freshmen all the
“It’s only 15
opportunities.”
minutes – if you
“Some peo“We
market
the
catch it at the
ple at CI on
right time,” said
campus as a place to Mount Vernon
will understand,
Larry Cohen, a
do activities, so we
‘Wow, I can
sophomore who
a shuttle ten
took three classes
want to show freshmen take
minutes to watch
at Mount Vernon
soccer game,’”
last year. Cohen
all the opportunties.” aSiegel
said.
said he was on
The
unexthe shuttle for as
pectedly large
much as 30 minFRED
SIEGEL
class of 2008
utes during rushASSOCIATE VICE PRESIDENT
hour traffic.
forced
the
AND DEAN OF FRESHMEN
Loehr’s other
University
to
major complaint
house a numwas the lack of
ber of students
on the alternate
dining options
campus
even
on the Vern.
The University also shut though it was not their first
down the popular Sunday morn- choice.
“We try to honor freshmen’s
ing all you-can-eat brunch that
was served in the Ames dining housing wishes as best we can,”
hall. Other renovations replaced Siegel said. “Almost all of (the
the Pub, a miniature supermar- class of 2009 Mount Vernon resiket with a prepared food bar.
dents) will have chosen it either
“They never should have first or second on their list. This
renovated it,” Loehr said. “They is due to a more manageable
only made it worse, not being freshman class as well as a growable to buy fresh food to make ing preference for the Vern.
Sophomore Emily Geise
really made it more of an inconlived on Mount Vernon last
venience.”
Siegel said the University is school year because she said the
expanding Colonial Cash venues Community Living and Learning
near the campus to increase stu- Center lost her housing applicadents’ options. Nearby CVS and tion. She said living on the Vern
Crème de la Crème now accept
GWorld, and Jetties, a popular
See VERN Page 23

Profs. use D.C. as
teaching tool
by Catherine Villnave
Hatchet Reporter

Professor Michael Shanahan’s
Washington Reporting class incorporates interviewing a congressman,
listening to a congressional hearing
and visiting the House Press Gallery
on Capitol Hill in its curriculum.
Professor Robert Shepherd’s
Honors Sociocultural Anthropology
course requires students to do
social science fieldwork at various
Smithsonian museums.
One of the lures of GW’s downtown D.C. location is that the city
is at students’ disposal, something
the University advertises in its
admissions brochures as part of its
“Classroom, Campus, City” marketing campaign. A number of GW
classes often require students to use
educational resources in the District,
and sometimes the city can act as a
supplement to classes that do not
require any downtown excursions.
Shanahan said that using city
resources in a class about political
reporting was just an automatic, natural way to teach the class.
“In many ways the class is the
city,” he said. “Students who come
to GW and don’t take advantage
(of D.C.) are denying themselves
the unique experience of living in
this city.”
Shepherd said he sees the city as
a way to break out of the textbooks
in his class.
“It’s a practical way of starting
to think of knowledge as something
that doesn’t come out of a book,”
he said.
Both Shepherd and Shanahan
said they have found that students
respond positively to their assignments.
“It got them to see things that
they might not have been able to
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see,” Shanahan said. “They loved
it.”
Among the best places to augment an academic experiences are
the Library of Congress, located just
behind the Capitol Building, and
the Smithsonian museums, which
are found on the Mall and scattered
throughout the city. In addition,
think tanks and research organizations can provide expert help and
opinions on papers and projects.
Junior Brian Herscher said that
using the city in classes can be beneficial, but added that not all classes are
appropriate for city assignments.
“Something like going to the
Russian Embassy (for international
affairs) is sweet, but if the (economics) department starts sending me
out in the city for class, it would
blow,” he said.
Not all GW professors see using
D.C.’s resources as a beneficial part
of their curriculum. Professor Forrest
Maltzman, who teaches a history
course on the American presidency,
said he prefers not to include the city
in his curriculum because he does
not see the need.
“I think students at GW do a
great job of using D.C. all the time,”
he said. “I am more concerned with
getting students to understand the
literature of the class.”
Senior Julian Peterson said
she sees many advantages in taking advantage of D.C.’s academic
resources, whether it is to get help in
writing a 10-page research paper or
just listening in on a congressional
hearing.
“I use the Library of Congress
often to help with research,” he
said. “It opens up a wide array of
resources that Gelman (Library)
alone doesn’t have.” n
–Amanda Hess contributed
to this report

Intriguing freshmen
n First-year
students have big
impact at GW
by Nicole Wetherell
Hatchet Staff Writer
Four years ﬂy – it might be
enough time to earn a degree,
but it’s not enough time for many
students to accomplish everything
they want to at school.
But these four students, who
were all freshmen last year, know
how to take advantage of their
time at GW. In just one year,
these rising sophomores became
virtual poster children for the
University, becoming involved in
campus activities, starting their
own organizations and taking
advantage of the city. The Hatchet
consulted faculty and students to
seek out these outstanding rookies,
who are just a few of the soon-tobe sophomores who deserve to be
included in the group.
Hesham Zakaria
Hesham Zakaria is a natural at
ballroom dancing. He first attended a Ballroom Dancing Society
meeting last year, and just months
later became an award-winning
dancer.
“It really helps you relax and it
was something that I always wanted to do,” Zakaria said. “I picked it
up really fast and my partner was
amazing.”
Zakaria, who has won six ribbons in intercollegiate dance competitions, said his hobby would not
have been accepted in the community he grew up in – a compound
called Dhahran in forcefully conservative Saudi Arabia. Zakaria
lived in Dhahran, which is run by
his father’s employer, Iranco Oil,
from the age of four months until

he left for a Connecticut boarding
school at 15.
After growing up in the community, he is used to the strict
enforcement of Muslim tradition.
He often served as a chaperone
for burqa-clad female friends
who could not walk the streets
alone without fear of harassment.
Zakaria said he once had the back
of his legs beaten with a stick for
wearing shorts that exposed his
knees.
In spite of the religious conservatism and constant fear of terrorist attacks that came with living
in the compound, he said he is
grateful for the world view it gave
him.
“It gave me a perspective that
most people don’t have,” Zakaria
said, adding that many students
tend to have an idealized or unrealistic view of the world. “They
still haven’t pieced together the
way the world works.”
Zakaria may have a broader
view of the world in some respects,
but he admits he is facing some
culture shock while living in D.C.
this summer – his first spent outside the compound. It’s the first
time that he’s seen girls walking
around in shorts.

other end of the line. Rosenbaum
even had the opportunity to eat
lunch with Lieberman’s family at
their Georgetown home.
“It was not your typical kitchen,” Rosenbaum said, recalling the
photos of the senator with former running mate Al Gore at the
Democratic National Convention
next to family photos on the
Lieberman’s refrigerator.
That wasn’t the only sign that
the house belongs to one of the
country’s most well-known politicians.
“He pointed out where there
was a huge Secret Service tent in
the backyard from when he ran for
vice president,” Rosenbaum said.
By the end of the spring semester, Rosenbaum was interning
around 22 hours a week while also
juggling classes and homework.
“I didn’t sleep that much,”
Rosenbaum said. “But that’s a
decision that I made.” And it’s a
decision that he doesn’t regret.
“It’s been a lot,” he said. “But
it’s been a lot of fun.”
Rosenbaum plans to return to
Lieberman’s office in September
and looks forward to helping with
the senator’s 2006 re-election campaign.

David Rosenbaum
David Rosenbaum first met
Sen. Joseph Lieberman at a synagogue service when he came to
visit GW.
Now, as the Democratic
Connecticut senator and former
presidential candidate’s scheduling intern, Rosenbaum has done
much more than view the politician from a distance. As a freshman, Rosenbaum handled the
senator’s invitations to receptions
and interest group meetings, drove
him to the airport and answered
his phone. Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld was once on the

Sharon Yasrobi
When Sharon Yasrobi was a
freshman in high school, she was a
Santa cap-wearing bell-ringer for
the Salvation Army.
As a freshman in college,
Yasrobi was able to take her interest for community service to a
new level by working as a student
program assistant for the Office
of Community Service’s Outreach
and Volunteer Program.
Through the position, Yasrobi
helped organize community service events including a Martin
See INTRIGUING Page 15
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Dorms vary from quiet to party central
by Elizabeth Wozobski
Hatchet Staff Writer

Freshmen attending Colonial
Inauguration this summer will get
their ﬁrst taste of GW dorm life
and possibly decide to change their
housing preferences.
The University offers incoming
freshmen the opportunity to change
which dorm they would like to
spend their ﬁrst year in after orientation to give them a chance to look
at all options and meet potential

roommates.Incoming students have
until July 10 to modify their housing
preferences.
“Students are given until the end
of Colonial Inauguration sessions
to alter their application because
we want freshmen to be informed
about their housing choices when
making decisions,” said Seth Weinshel, director of Campus Housing
and Occupancy Management.
Freshman dorm life at GW is
one of an upperclassman’s most
memorable experiences, some stu-

dents said. Most freshmen live in
Thurston Hall and the Hall on Virginia Avenue.
Weinshel said that while freshman housing preferences vary
year to year, Thurston, HOVA and
Somers Hall on the Mount Vernon
Campus have been the most popular among new students in the past
few years.
“The advantage of living within
such a dynamic campus as ... George
Washington is the variety of preferences and lifestyles that can be ac-

commodated within the residence
halls,” he said.
Approximately 1,100 freshmen
call Thurston home each year, occupying arrangements ranging from
doubles to six-person rooms. Being the largest and an all-freshman
dorm, Thurston is considered an allhours social center.
“Thurston – dirty, loud, fun
though,” said junior John Shortino,
referring to his freshman experience. “(But), I mean, have you been
to Penn State? Those dorms can ﬁt
in my closet from (freshman) year.”
GW dorms are considered one
of the nicest in the country, ranking
in the top-10 on an America Online
poll a few years ago.
HOVA, the former Howard
Johnson hotel from which the famous Watergate break in was partly
orchestrated, houses freshmen in
doubles and triples.
“HOVA was great. Our ﬂoor
was like a family,” senior Brett Hollenbeck said. “It was a bit of a walk
(to campus) but the rooms were
nice, it had a pool, and it had a
sweet chandelier in the lobby.”
Somers Hall, the largest residence hall on the Mount Vernon
Campus, offers suite-style rooms
and houses groups such as the
Women’s Leadership Program,
honors students and others who opt

to live outside downtown D.C.
“It’s deﬁnitely different,” said
senior Danica Kane, who lived on
the Mount Vernon Campus her
freshman year. “Thurston was better, obviously, but we still made
(our friends) take the shuttle to visit
us all the time.”
While students may have their
favorite freshman residence hall,
Weinshel said one is no better than
the other and all have positive amenities.
Two other housing options that
attract less of a following on the
Foggy Bottom campus are Fulbright
Hall, which offers kitchens in each
room, and Lafayette Hall, which has
small ﬂoors and a quiet environment ﬁt for studying. Mitchell Hall
also offers single rooms, but residents use communal bathrooms.
Freshmen may also choose from
Strong Hall, an all-female dorm in
Foggy Bottom, and Clark, Cole,
Hensley, Merriweather and Pelham
halls on Mount Vernon.
“The freshman housing process
this year includes an unprecedented number of choices for incoming
students and greater ﬂexibility than
ever before,” Weinshel said.
Housing assignments will be released July 18. n
–Amanda Hess contributed
to this report.
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ARTS & EnteRtainment

D.C. NEIGHBORHOODS

A tour of the best D.C. has to offer in nightlife and entertainment
by Maura Judkis
Arts Editor

residence hall, you’ll encounter
the first of D.C.’s arts communities, and one of the most influenStudents come to GW for tial. Foggy Bottom features the
many reasons: a desire to intern John F. Kennedy Center for the
on the Hill, aspirations of medi- Performing Arts – a perennial
cal school, visions of a powerful powerhouse of D.C. arts, and a
post-graduate job on K Street place to see and be seen. In addior just the awesome maid ser- tion to free nightly Millennium
vice in freshStage
perman
dorms.
formances,
What they all
the Kennedy
Every freshman ought to
have in comC e n t e r
mon, though, is
tickets
know the nightlife layout of makes
an appreciation
to symphofor Washington,
nies, ballets
the city – where the best
D.C., and the
and operas
clubs, concerts and
longing for the
available to
next four years
at
restaurants are to be found students
to be the most
reduced pricfun they’ve ever
through
in the places frequented by es
had.
the Attend
Every freshprogram.
students.
man, as he or
The Kennedy
she
prepares
Center is also
to make a new
a great place
home in D.C.,
for celebrity
ought to know the nightlife lay- sightings.
out of the city – where the best
On GW’s own campus,
clubs, coolest concerts and most Lisner Auditorium is known for
delicious restaurants are to be bringing a variety of entertainfound in the places frequented ment. Many of Lisner ’s offerby students. (For addresses, use ings include dance and singing
Google or visit http://www. groups from around the world,
washingtonpost.com.)
but in the past year, it has hosted notable comedians such as
Foggy Bottom and Georgetown
See DC Page 10
Just steps away from your

ﬁle photo

Located in the Capitol Hill area, Eastern Market is a prime place to shop for fresh produce and meat as well as art and other
trinkets at a location that is Metro accessible. The market was built in 1873 and is located at 7th and C streets, S.E.

GW has a group for any taste
Students can get involved with singing, dancing, acting and comedy
by Maura Judkis
Arts Editor

For the aspiring thespians and
musicians of this freshman class,
Colonial Inauguration is more
than just an opportunity to meet
new people – it’s a chance to scope
out the hottest performing arts
groups to join. There are dozens
of options for prospective actors,
singers, comedians and arts lovers
of all types, and these groups are all
eager for new talent. (For a complete
director of student organizations,
visit http://studentorgs.gwu.edu/
directoryofstudentorganizations.)

A Cappella
A cappella troupes are a major

part of the GW vocal scene, with
eight widely different and highly
involved groups. The Troubadours,
a co-ed group that has previously
performed for former Vice President
Al Gore, is looking for enthusiastic
freshmen for their fall auditions.
“We are looking to liven up
out concerts next year with a
bunch of new arrangements of
current songs by artists like Kelly
Clarkson and John Legend,” said
Zack Colonna, the group’s business director.
The GW Pitches, an allfemale a cappella group, showcases their work in two large
concerts each semester. President
Arin Liberman said the group is
very supportive of its members.

Ben Solomon/Hatchet staff photographer

Vibes is one of several a capella singing groups at GW. Those with a flair for
signing can learn more at the CI organization fairs.

“I think that every semester
is a challenge for our director
and ourselves to bring out the
best in everyone and just enjoy
the time we spend together,” she
said. “It’s a blast.”
Emocapella, an all-male rock
a cappella group, has garnered
quite a fan base on campus, and
has even been written up in
Spin and Entertainment Weekly
magazines. They perform songs
by artists such as Taking Back
Sunday, the Juliana Theory and
Brand New.
“The details are top secret,
but this year we are looking into
a possible performance on VH1,”
said member Elliot Gillerman.
“We’re also hoping to record our
second album, tour in the spring
and continue to rock the kids
hard.”
Theater
For those with a flair for the
dramatic, there are a number
of different theater communities to join. The Generic Theatre
Company is one of GW’s oldest and largest theater groups,
performing six shows a year.
The group has already decided
on some productions for its fall
lineup, which will include the
musical “Once on this Island”
and the play “Metamorphoses,”
in addition to the company’s
annual freshman showcase.
“The freshman showcase is a
great opportunity for all of the
incoming freshman to get their
names out there,” said Cara
Chute, Generic’s public relations
director. The showcase features
short plays directed by upperclassmen, but cast and stagemanaged entirely by freshmen.”
A newer theater group is the
14 th Grade Players, which aims

Sam Sherradan/photo editor

GW hosts one of the largest inter-collegiate dance programs, Bhangra
Blowout, every year.

to perform eight shows next one of GW’s comedy troupes
year. The group performed its might be a good fit. There are
first-ever musical, “Working,” two groups, Recess and Capitol
last year and was excited to G.O.G.A., which elicit laughs
include a live turtle as a prop in with their sketch comedy and
the performance of “Arcadia.”
improvisations.
“A large percentage of our
Capitol G.O.G.A., which
active memstands
for
bers are not
girl-on-girl
theater majors
action, is a
and, therefore,
small female
our members
“The freshman showcase is group that
come
from
is
actively
a great opportunity for all of r e c r u i t i n g
a variety of
backgrounds,”
new
memthe incoming freshmen to bers.
said
Shani
Cohen, execu“
W
e
get there names out there.” specialize
tive producer.
in
“Each memshort scenes
ber brings a
thought up on
CARA CHUTE
unique aspect
the spot that
GENERIC THEATRE COMPANY
to a show,
are connected
whether it be
in a series,”
on stage or
member Julia
helping out in
K n o w l e s
the crew.”
said. ”We also play small games
almost like the ones you see on
Comedy
(the ABC show) ‘Who’s Line Is
For students who were voted
the class clown in high school,
See ORGS Page 11
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club is the Black Cat, which has
themed dance nights when live
bands are not on the schedule. To
hear lesser-known acts in a more
intimate setting, check out DC9 or
the Velvet Lounge.
The area also boasts the newly
remodeled Studio Theatre, a place
to see a variety of plays both wellknown and obscure. After a concert or show, Ben’s Chili Bowl, a
neighborhood fixture, is the place
to go for chili dogs and burgers
that are famous throughout the
District.

Dave Attell and David Sedaris. Be
sure to check its Web site (http://
www.lisner.org) for upcoming
performers, as they are rarely
advertised heavily. For more
mainstream music, the Daughters
of the American Revolution
Constitution Hall will bring performers such as John Legend or
the Barenaked Ladies to its large
concert venue. Down the street
from the D.A.R., the Corcoran Capitol Hill
Museum is one of D.C.’s oldest
In the shadow of the Capitol
museums featuring controversial building, partygoers can dance
exhibits that are always chang- all night at Nation, a large club
ing.
with multiple floors of trance and
In Georgetown, nightlife can techno dance music.
be found along M Street, the
On days with nice weather,
main stretch of shopping, which the bustling Eastern Market
includes a variety of ethnic res- is a great place to go for fresh
taurants. Check out Zed’s for produce and unusual shopping.
Ethiopian cuisine that is only Vendors set up tables displaying
eaten with your hands, Mie and their handicrafts for sale, which
Yiu for Asian fusion or Bistro range from antiques to jewelry
Med for Mediterranean with the to soap. The Folger Shakespeare
added convenience of being a Library’s Folger Theater is a place
Colonial Cash partner. Live jazz to see Shakespeare classics such
can be found at Blues Alley, a as “Romeo and Juliet.”
well-established
Georgetown
dive. The closest movie theater to Downtown
Downtown D.C., the location
campus is the Georgetown Loews
for numerous
Cineplex.
the
For
clubs and theFoggy Bottom/
Of all the neighborhoods in aters, bustles
with activity
Georgetown
the District, U Street clearly at night.
club
scene,
T h e
students frereigns supreme as the
National
quently visit
Singapore
Theater and
premiere spot for music.
Bistro or Lulu’s
the
Warner
Mardi Gras for
The most famous of all the Theatre are
top-40 dancing
the best places
music venues is the 9:30 to catch tourwith the 18Broadway
and-up crowd.
club, which hosts many of ing
p r o d u c Another popusuch
tions
lar destination
the best concerts in D.C.
for dancing is
as “Mamma
The Exchange,
Mia”
and
located only a
“Rent.” Ford’s
few blocks from Thurston Hall.
Theater is a place for smaller, allAmerican plays such as Huck Finn.
Dupont Circle
The Shakespeare Theater, recentDupont is an upscale neighbor- ly renovated, provides spectacular
hood that features a more demure performances of Shakespeare and
type of social life. Ideal for roman- other writers’ plays. The newtic dates and strolls through quiet, est theater in downtown D.C. is
townhouse-lined blocks, Dupont the Woolly Mammoth Theater,
has a plethora of restaurants from which hosts a company that perwhich to choose. A classic des- forms highly experimental contination for Washingtonians is temporary plays.
Kramerbooks and Afterwards,
The MCI Center is the setting
a combination restaurant and for many of the largest concerts
bookstore. Kramerbooks features that come through the city, such
American food with a twist and as Jay-Z and R. Kelly’s recent tour.
has some of the best desserts in the The best place to catch indepenDistrict. Nearby is Theater J at the dent and foreign films is the beauD.C. Jewish Community Center, tiful E Street Cinema, which also
which often features experimental plays cult classics like “Donnie
plays for all audiences. At night, Darko” at midnight on weekApex is a rowdy club that caters ends.
Finally, for the club scene,
to the gay scene but is fun for all.
During the day, the Phillips downtown is not to be beat.
Collection is an ideal locale for Some of the many club offerings
gazing at Impressionist paintings, in this neighborhood are Karma,
including works such as Renoir’s Polly Esther’s (which has an 80’s
theme night), Tequila Beach and
“The Boating Party.”
Platinum, all within walking distance of each other.
Adams Morgan
One of the most eclectic neighborhoods of D.C., Adams Morgan Other places of note
Some of D.C.’s hotspots won’t
is the place for anything from
clubs to jazz, with restaurants of fit into a neighborhood category,
every type and plenty of opportu- but are still worth a mention. Near
the Southeast waterfront, Arena
nities for people-watching.
The Diner is an Adams Stage, which has two theaters,
Morgan hotspot for cheap food is an ideal place to see popular
served in a classic 1950’s-styled plays of any genre. The cheap
diner. Open throughout the early tickets Arena offers on college
morning hours, The Diner often nights are a bargain. In northern
hosts crowds of folks from near- Virginia, Iota is a place to go for
by bars who get the late-night alt-rock or jam band concerts.
munchies.
Though it is only accessible by car,
Another
classic Adam’s Wolftrap is a premiere place for
Morgan establishment is Madam’s outdoor concerts in nice weather,
Organ, a place to eat, drink, hear with acts such as Joss Stone and
live music and be merry. The Ben Folds on the lineup for this
Staccato Lounge is another club summer.
for live music, and a place where
Just outside the reaches of the
local bands take the stage, includ- Pentagon City Mall in Virginia, an
ing GW’s own The Sunday Mail. entire row of restaurants, includAdams Morgan has a lot of bars, ing La Creperie, Champ’s sports
and the area caters mostly to the bar and Saigon Saigon, is always
a bustling and fun place to grab
21-and-older crowd.
dinner. The Merriweather Post
U Street
Pavilion in Maryland is another
Of all the neighborhoods in outdoor concert venue that brings
the District, U Street clearly reigns big names through the area.
as the premiere spot for music.
Finally, towards the end of
The most famous of all the music Metro’s red line is the Strathmore,
venues is the 9:30 Club, which the newest performing arts venue
hosts many of the best concerts in the city. Built to rival the
in D.C. No college experience Kennedy Center, the Strathmore
is complete without attending is the home to the Baltimore
a show here. Another popular Symphony Orchestra. n
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friendly.
“Most of our members have
had no prior dance experience
from p. 9
and knew nothing about rhythm
or finding a beat when they first
It Anyway?’ We like to involve started,” Meyer said. “Ballroom
the audience and try to keep is a great way to make friends at
everything as funny as we can GW while learning a life skill.”
make it.”
Balance, the GW ballet club
Recess is a small troupe that and one of the newest perforperforms live shows monthly mance organizations, surely has
and, as of recently, makes regular become the University’s darling
this year. Their utilization of the
appearances on GWTV.
Mount Vernon
“Perhaps
Campus
for
the
biggest
performances
accomplishearned
them
ment in Recess
history was getpraise
from
“Perhaps the biggest
ting kicked out
University
of CI for showand
accomplishment in Re- officials
ing an obscene
the Spotlight
video,”
said
cess history was getting of the Month
member Emily
award after a
kicked out of CI for show- performance of
Axford, who
added that the
Act Two of the
ing an obscene video.”
group will be
“Nutcracker”
busy next year.
at the Hand
“We plan
Chapel.
The
EMILY AXFORD
to collaborate
group aims to
RECESS MEMBER
with
other
offer affordable
groups so as to
ballet classes
inspire a camand opportunipus-wide intelties for ballet
and
lectual
performance
creative exchange,” said Axford, and choreography.
“but only if we have funds left
Co-founder Oliver Truong
after we buy Segways for every- said that one of the group’s misone in the group.”
sions is to foster a ballet community on campus and will orgaDance
nize trips to see performances.
For dancers, there is a group
Various ethnic dance troupes
to suit any style from tap to also comprise a large part of the
ballet to hip-hop. GW Ballroom GW arts community. The best
Dance Society is a group for known of these is GW Bhangra,
competitive dancers as well as which hosts Bhangra Blowout,
anyone who just wants to learn an annual competition of trasome steps. The group competes ditional Punjabi dance that is
against other colleges, but also always well-attended. Bhangra
hosts socials and lessons for aims to promote Indian culture
dancers of any level. Those and educate others about the
with two left feet need not fear dance.
“Our biggest accomplish– treasurer Matt Meyer said the
group is extremely beginner- ment has been how we have

Buy or Rent in DC
The MURPHY TEAM has been serving GWU, the Med School and the Hospital
continuously since 1982. GW families are our largest customer base.

We have just opened a new Long and Foster Real Estate, Inc office at
2421 Pennsylvania Ave, Suite 100 – just two blocks off campus.

spread
knowledge
about Dawn Nowrouzzadeh said the
Bhangra throughout the cam- group will perform at the Persian
pus,” said member Beant Gill. Parade in New York City for the
“We have never before per- second time in a row.
formed at non-Indian functions,
“International
channels
so our performances at the bas- have even featured Aatash perketball game against Richmond formances on their channels,”
and the Inaugural Ball boosted Nowrouzzadeh said.
our support amongst all sorts of
Capital Funk is a group for
people.”
GW’s hip-hop dancers, which is
GW Chamak is an all-female proud to compete at the Culture
South Asian dance troupe, which Shock East Coast Competition.
is only three years old. It too is Member Tiffani Wesley said the
dedicated to preserving ancient group aspires to win the compedance forms, and has plans for tition this year.
She said, “If you know how
travel and competitions.
GW’s all-female Persian to dance and you want to learn
dance group, Aatash, has blend- the basics of break dancing, poped its style of Middle East dance ping, or locking, Capital Funk is
with hip-hop for an interest- a great venue.”
ing collaboration that represents
modern-day Iranian dance. Film
KramersCULTIGW04
8/20/04
AM ofPage
1
the latest
additions to
Founder
and president
Sahar 12:03 One

the GW arts community is the
film aficionado club, Kino Fist.
Dedicated to exposing students
to independent and obscure
films, the group holds weekly screenings of films such as
“Hiroshima, Mon Amour” and
“Vampiros Lesbos.” The club, led
by Jason Mogavero, a Hatchet
arts writer, will have screenings
of films from all over the world
next year, and members can join
merely by adding themselves to
the Kino Fist Facebook group. n

DO IT ONLINE
www.GWHATCHET.com

BRUNCH SAT SUN

“BEST
BRUNCH”

“BEST
BRUNCH”

TOP 10
–washingtonpost.com

–AOL
DIGITAL CITY

“BEST DESSERTS”–Washington Blade

KRAMERBOOKS
afterwords
Cafe

Grill

We can help you RENT or BUY an apartment in or near Foggy Bottom.
House/Townhouse rentals and sales are also an option but a very long shot.
Call us at 202-296-5200 or email us --- themurphyteam@longandfoster.com

WWW.KRAMERS.COM

Our website is www.tmurphyteam.com

1517 CONN AV DUPONT METRO/Q ST

“BEST BOOKSTORE” –washingtonpost.com

OPEN
EARLY & LATE
7 DAYS
24 HRS
FRI & SAT

• BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER,

LATE SUPPER
• LIVE MUSIC WED-SAT NIGHT
• 18 DRAFT BEERS
• WINES BY GLASS & BOTTLE

Healthy Adult Volunteers Needed
The National Institute of Mental Health is conducting a
psychopharmacology study of mild stress and memory.
Participants will be interviewed and will complete a
series of tasks during which physiological functioning
will be recorded. Volunteers must be between the ages
of 18-50.
Financial compensation will be provided
for participation.

Call: 301-402-4961
(TTY: 1-866-411-1010)

National Institute of Mental Health

National Institutes of Health, Department of Health & Human Services
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REPORTERS, PHOTOGRAPHERS, DESIGNERS:

J O I N T H E H ATC H E T
Visit us at the CI Organization fair on Day 2 in the
Marvin Center from 4:30 - 6 or email eic@gwhatchet.com
Not interested in working for us? Pick up a copy every Monday and Thursday during the year.
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Last year in review
SEPTEMBER 2004
Mount Vernon shuttle bus
plagued by fire, accidents

A Mount Vernon shuttle suffered a severe fire and another
overran a barrier within a week
of each other in September 2004.
A third bus was evacuated due to
smoke in April 2005.
Following a first evacuation
due to a strange noise on Sept. 3,
a driver saw smoke while driving
a 3-month-old bus and cleared out
the vehicle. Students reported that
the bus burst into flames about 10
minutes after another evacuation.
No one was injured in the blaze.
Less than a week later on Sept.
9, a shuttle bus rolled down a
hill and overran a ledge near the
Acheson Science Building on the
Mount Vernon Campus. Once
again, there were no injuries, and
the incident was blamed on the
driver’s failure to set the brake
properly.
On April 14, 2005 an electrical malfunction resulted in smoke
at the front of a shuttle while it
was traveling on the Whitehurst
Freeway. Twenty passengers
were evacuated, and no one was
injured.

Student falls to her death
Sophomore Susan Shin died

after jumping from the eighth floor
of the off-campus Elise Apartment
building on 825 New Hampshire
Ave.
Shin, 19, of Ashland, Ohio, was
a computer science major and an
active member of the Engineers’
Council and the Association for
Computer Machinery. Officials
at the D.C. Office of the Medical
Examiner ruled Shin’s death
– the sixth of a GW student since
December 2003 – a suicide.
Following three apparent
suicides the previous year, GW
launched an investigation of the
University’s response to student
death. The review, which took
place over the summer and was
made public by The Hatchet
on Sept. 23, said the University
Counseling Center did not have
enough resources to adequately
address students’ mental health
concerns.

O C T O B E R 2 0 04
Bedewi
fraud
Former
GW profesNabih
sor
Bedewi was
arrested
and charged
with embezzling at least
$600,000 in

NABIH BEDEWI

federal funds from the University.
He pleaded guilty to the charges
in April and will be sentenced this
summer.
An engineering professor at
GW since 1990, Bedewi once headed the National Crash Analysis
Center, a research institute at GW’s
Virginia Campus.
Financial records from Bedewi’s
private company, International
Transportation Safety Corporation,
indicated Bedewi used federal
money – originally awarded to GW
to fund crash research – to purchase
Washington Redskins football tickets and make payments on his
family’s credit cards and car leases.

Sequoia sensation
Student Association President
Omar Woodard faced harsh criticism after it was learned that he
spent $414 of SA funds on an
August dinner at Sequoia, an
upscale Georgetown restaurant.
After reviewing SA financial
records in October, a Hatchet investigation revealed that SA members
had spent more than $7,000 on private food parties over the previous
year.
The Sequoia hubbub was the
first sign of a rocky relationship
between the SA executive and
Senate branches. Woodard eventually had the funds from his dinner
given back to the SA

Red Sox fans rally in Kogan
Plaza
After their team defeated the
St. Louis Cardinals in the fall classic, winning the World Series for
the first time in 86 years, Red Sox
fans celebrated the rare success in
Kogan Plaza. Members of the large
group eventually became unruly,

Jeff Baum/senior photo editor

Students celebrate with fellow Bush supporters in the Marvin Center Nov. 3 after
Fox News declared Bush the winner in Ohio.
and D.C. Metropolitan Police were
called in to control the crowd.
When the Red Sox beat the
archrival New York Yankees in the
American League Championship
Series a week earlier, a similar
crowd occupied the area near H
Street. After the Red Sox won
the World Series, 1,000 students
stormed the center of campus,
knocking over newspaper stands,
lighting objects on fire and attempting to roll a car over. At least one
student was arrested.

N O V E M B E R 2004
GW parties on election
night
The 2004 presidential election between incumbent President
George W. Bush and Sen. John Kerry
(D-Mass.) met with late-night partying on campus. The Marvin Center

was transformed into a giant election
gala, with Democratic, Republican
and independent rooms.
Students waited watchfully into
the night as results favored Bush,
but eventually left when no official
decision had been made. The following morning, Republican students celebrated a second GOP term
in the White House.

Kappa kickball controversy

Two fraternities that are unrecognized by the University protested
their expulsion from a sorority-sponsored charity kickball tournament.
Members of Sigma Alpha Mu
and Sigma Alpha Epsilon said
they should have been allowed to
participate in the Kappa Kappa
Gamma sorority’s event as friends
of students in the sorority. Instead,
the groups were considered to be
See REVIEW Page 16
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Apartments on New Hampshire
Avenue, where sophomore Susan
Shin fell to her death Sept. 7.
Jeff Baum/senior photo editor
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Roommate search
Finding the right one

by Abe Lubetkin
Contributing Features Editor

EMeRG – the name of GW’s student-run EMTservice
that accompanies University Police officers in case of a
medical emergency. EMeRG is mostly on scene to take
students to the nearby GW Hospital when they have
had too much to drink.
FixIt – in order to ease maintenance concerns, GW
offers a free service for students operated by Residential
Property Management. Call 202-994-2430 (or 4-2430)
and a technician will come to your dorm room to fix
anything from a burned out light bulb to a clogged
toilet. For emergencies requiring immediate assistance,
like a flood, call 2020-994-0381 (or 4-0381).

Jeff Baum/senior photo editor

A 4-RIDE vehicle escorts students across campus. The University-run service operates 7 p.m. to 6 a.m. daily.

Freshmen starting their first year at GW will have
to learn a new language when they arrive on campus in
August. New students will be hit with a variety of acronyms, sayings and nicknames that will undoubtedly
confuse them for the first few weeks or even months.
In order to aid freshmen in adapting to the lingo
around campus and the District, The Hatchet has compiled a list of common words and phrases to help any
clueless freshman follow in conversation and navigate
through campus.
4-RIDE – a late-night University-run vehicle escort
service that operates from 7 p.m. to 6 a.m. daily. Call
202-994-RIDE (or 4-7433 from a GW phone), and a van
will pick you up and drop you off anywhere within
two blocks of campus boundaries.
ABP – acronym for Au Bon Pain, an moderately priced
French sandwich shop located in the 2000 Penn mall on
21st and I streets. ABP offers soups, salads, sandwiches and baked goods
available on Colonial
Cash.
Baja – short for Baja
Fresh, a popular fastfood Mexican restaurant located on the
corner of 20th and I
streets. Baja serves
up a broad range of
Mexican specialties
and features its own
salsa bar.
CD and CR –
stands for College
Democrats
and
CHIPOTLE A popular
College Republicans,
two of the biggest stuburrito stop
dent organizations on
campus. Both groups
host a variety of events and guest speakers, mostly
senators and representatives who only have to travel a
couple dozen blocks from Capitol Hill.
Chipotle – a burrito joint that serves arguably the best
Mexican food in town. With locations on both 19th and
M streets and on M Street in Georgetown, this fastfood style restaurant constructs massive burritos right
before your eyes.
Colonial Cash – GW’s own type of credit, which is
used on your GWorld card. The card works much
like a debit card and can be swiped
at on-campus dining venues and
many stores outside Foggy Bottom.
(For a complete list of Colonial Cash
partners, visit http://gworld.gwu.
edu/gworldpartners). Each freshman must have $1,500 worth of
Colonial Cash at the start of each
semester.
Coney – short for Coney Island, a
late-night ice cream place located
in the 2000 Penn mall on 21st and I
streets. Open until midnight, Coney
offers a wide variety of hard ice
cream, soft serve, smoothies and
their famous homemade fantasy
bars and brownies.
DJ’s – short for DJ’s Fastbreak (it’s a
pun on “breakfast”), a small restaurant located in the middle of campus
on the corner of 22nd and G streets.
Known for its extremely cheap and
diversified food, DJ’s will serve up
anything from a cheeseburger to
an Asian noodle bowl. It also takes
Colonial Cash.

Froggy – short for Froggy Bottom Pub, located on
Pennsylvania Avenue between 21st and 22nd streets.
This easy-going bar and restaurant serves up a greasy
fare along with salads and sandwiches that are sure to
satisfy students. This relatively inexpensive place takes
Colonial Cash.
HellWell – nickname for the Lerner Health and Wellness
Center, a 183,000-square foot facility that features exercise machines, weights, racquetball and squash courts,
swimming lanes, basketball courts and an indoor track.
Open until 11 p.m. most nights, HellWell is the perfect
place to work out.
Manouch – nickname for street vendor Manouchehr
Nava, a late-night food-serving sage who will give you
a hot dog with mustard and a side of philosophy. He
parks his silver cart right outside Tower Records on
21st Street to satisfy students’ late-night hunger cravings. Be sure to ask this Iranian immigrant about his
story; it may take awhile.
PB – acronym for Program Board, GW’s student-run
social activities decision-making board. PB is in charge
of throwing campus concerts, Welcome Week, Fall Fest
and Spring Fling. Last spring, PB brought G-Unit rapper Lloyd Banks to University Yard for a well-attended
performance.
SA – acronym for the
Student
Association,
GW’s student government, which is split up
into legislative, executive
and judicial branches.
Members of the student
government are elected
by the student body in
annual elections and hold
weekly meetings to discuss University policies
and issues.

TRACHTENBERG

SizzEx – short for Sizzling
Express, a costly buffet/ President of the Univercafeteria located in the sity, also known as SJT
Columbia Plaza complex
at 538 23rd St. This establishment, which charges their
customers based on the weight of their food, takes
Colonial Cash.
SJT – acronym for University President Stephen Joel
Trachtenberg. If you see him walking down the street
wearing his trademark Coke-bottom glasses and bowtie, feel free to say hello.
Thrustin’ – the fitting nickname for Mabel Thurston
Hall, which was named one of the most sexually active
dorms in the country several years ago in a Cornell
University study. Housing 1,100 freshmen, Thurston
is GW’s main freshman residence hall and is located
on the corner of 19th and F
streets.
The Vern – short for GW’s
Mount Vernon Campus,
located in Foxhall, a community in Georgetown. The
grassy campus is a 15-minute
ride on “the Vern Shuttle,” a
bus that runs between Foggy
Bottom and Mount Vernon.
Some hate the trek, but many
make the pilgrimage either
for classes or events.
–compiled by Gabriel Okolski
and Katie Rooney
Many students frequent
Manouch’s hot dog stand
outside Tower Records for a
bite to eat and a bit of friendly
conversation.
Hatchet ﬁle photo

When then-incoming freshman Sam Buchbinder called his
assigned roommate, Chad Harlan,
last summer, both students were
concerned at the end of their 10minute conversation.
“I thought he was one of the
weirdest kids I’d ever talked to,”
Buchbinder said of Harlan. “I
wanted to talk to him about what
he wanted to major in and he kept
saying he didn’t care.”
Harlan said he had his own
qualms about Buchbinder. “I
thought (Buchbinder) was a weirdo,” Harlan said. “He called me
while I was hanging out and I just
wanted to focus on the summer. I
thought he was creepy.”
Though both soon-to-be GW
students started their first semester in roommate dread, Harlan discovered quickly that Buchbinder
was a highly proficient proofreader of essays and Buchbinder
grew to appreciate Harlan’s sense
of humor. They were never best
friends, but they enjoyed each other’s company – each said the other
made a good roommate.
The question of whom to live
with freshman year torments students everywhere, and it’s no different at GW – maybe even worse.
The University holds Colonial
Inauguration before students have
to solidify their housing plans,
putting incoming freshmen faceto-face with hundreds of potential
roommates.
Before students hand over their
housing fate to the University and
allow the Community Living and
Learning Center to match them
up with complete strangers, many
students wonder how hard they
should work during the three days
of orientation to find a compatible
housing partner.
Finding a roommate at CI
The jury is still out on whether
it’s wise to live with a CI pal.
Before the start of this summer’s first CI, 209 members of the
class of 2009 had already requested specific roommates. By the end
of the final CI last year, 586 of the
about 2,600 incoming freshmen
had made such requests.
Spencer Smith, who was a
Hall on Virginia Avenue community facilitator last year, said the
roughly 15 residents on his floor
who had teamed up at CI had
noticeably more positive relationships with each other than the
roommates who hadn’t selected
each other.
“Those (roommates) who
found each other at CI worked so
much better than the ones that had
been assigned,” he said. “They felt
they could live well together.”
Some students said they
thought CI was too short a time
period to get to know a person
well enough to evaluate his or her
potential as a roommate.
Buchbinder, who, with Harlan,
shared a Thurston Hall quad with
two people who had requested to
live together at CI, said he observed

a seemingly match-made-in-heaven pairing fall from grace.
“At CI you can’t get to know
someone well enough to know if
you want to live with that person,”
he said.
Dana Kathrins, who also lived
in a Thurston Hall quad, agreed
that the few days of CI did not
afford enough time to make important housing decisions.
“Being randomly placed with
a roommate is better than choosing someone that you meet from
CI because you will most likely
maintain the friendships you make
at CI, and being paired with a random roommate can, more often
than not, be beneficial,” Kathrins
said.

What to look for
Many students will caution
incoming freshmen set on finding their perfect roommate match
before coming to school in the fall
that good friends don’t always
make good roommates.
Smith said two women on his
floor who requested to live with
each other were good friends but
ran into rooming trouble when the
crew season began. The one who
was on the crew team had to be up
for early-morning practices while
the other girl’s first class wasn’t
until noon. He said their schedules
differed so greatly that they had a
hard time living together.
He said it is important for
roommates to have some commonalities but that they do not
need to be kindred spirits.
“They should make sure they
have something in common, but
maybe that’s not the person you
stayed up with until five in the
morning at CI,” he said.
Tandice Ghajar, another former HOVA CF, said that compatibility of “lifestyle approach” is
a big determinant of roommate
relationship success.
“Good friends are good for
going out with or confiding,” she
said. “Good roommates share
more surface similarities,” such as
the same bed-times.
Harlan said he learned to appreciate the differences between good
roommates and good friends.
“I went in expecting my roommate to be my best friend. By the
end I realized that you can’t expect
that,” he said. “The ideal roommate is someone who’s quiet and
stays out of your stuff. That’s not
the same person you want to raise
hell with.”

Starting off right
CLLC matches students based
on a five-question survey, which
asks students basic questions
about their habits when it comes
to sleeping and activities such as
smoking and listening to music.
James Kohl, director of residential life and education at
CLLC, said the University does
less to match like-minded students
than some other private institutions because the school believes
that living with different types of
See ROOMMATES Page 16

QuickTakes: Roommate selection tips
Don’t judge a roommate by a phone call — first conversations can
be misleading. Do not fret if your first conversation over the summer
with your assigned roommate leaves you feeling uneasy.
A CI friend may or may not be a good match. If you decide to
room with someone you meet at orientation, just make sure you are
confident with your choice.
Good friends do not necessarily make good roommates.
Roommate agreement forms are more important than they
seem. It is easier to confront a roommate about a problem if they violated a room rule everyone agreed on.
Scheduling is important. Common bedtimes and get-up times can
be roommate saving graces.

CI Guide - Summer 2005 15

FEATURES

The GW Hatchet

Solve the course quandry
n Upperclassmen

share advice on what
classes to take
by Ryan Holeywell
Senior Editor

Jeff Baum/senior photo editor

The University spends thousands of dollars outfitting CI leaders in just the
right uniform look.

CABINET FASHION?

They all smile. They all give
directions around campus. They
all clap and cheer during the laser
light show. And they all match.
Ever wonder what the
deal is with what the Colonial
Inauguration Cabinet members
are wearing?
Assistant director for orientation Renee Clement Baldwin said
it’s important for the cabinet members to have standard attire.
“The administration expects to
see them in a certain uniform,”
Baldwin said. “So administrators
can say to people, ‘look for a person in a white shirt.’”
Those are some nice white
shirts. The orientation leaders each
receive three white CI polo shirts
and three pairs of khaki shorts to
wear during the orientation sessions. The University also provides them with CI jackets to wear
indoors and backpacks in order
to carry around all the gear they
need throughout the day – things
such as their CI training books and
notepads.
“We provide the things they
need in order to carry out their job
duties,” Baldwin said.
The Colonial Cabinet student
leaders, CIHQ, look at popular stores, such as J. Crew and
Abercrombie and Fitch, to decide
where to purchase the shorts for
the cabinet members. Baldwin said
some shorts styles they looked at
were not fitting for CI, such as the
“weathered look that is in right
now.”

“They can’t be drawstring and
they can’t be too casual,” Baldwin
said. “I don’t want to say they
have to be professional, but they
have to be nice.”
Cabinet members, whose days
start at 7 a.m. and typically end
at 2 or 3 a.m., are only allowed
to choose their own shoes and
belts – “It’s the only way they can
personalize their outfits,” Baldwin
said.
Cabinet members are also not
allowed to carry their cell phones
throughout the day and will
receive one more piece of CI attire
on the first day of orientation,
but Baldwin wants to keep it a
surprise.
The total cost for all this CI
gear? “I don’t want it to be public
knowledge,” Baldwin said. “It’s
not anything the University community would benefit from knowing.”
Most men’s shorts listed on J.
Crew’s Web site cost about $48 per
pair and most women’s shorts are
priced at around $38 per pair.
Add it all up and what do you
get? Unless it gets a discount, GW
probably spends more than $4,000
on shorts alone for its CI cabinet
(how much do custom CI polos
ring up at?). That’s some pretty
expensive clothes. But then again,
so is the school.
–Caitlin Carroll
“What’s the deal with …” is a new
weekly feature in the Style section. If
you have a suggestion for the column,
e-mail features@gwhatchet.com

INTRIGUING

After finding that some of her
friends were facing similar poetic
withdrawal, Wasse decided to organize a group of students to go to
poetry readings together.
“I talked about it with my
friends, and they told their friends,”
Wasse said. Before long an 11-person group had formed by word of
mouth.
The unofficial club met only
once last year – they attended a performance of Think Tank Revolution,
a student organization that writes
and performs spoken word poetry,
and then got dinner together afterwards. But Wasse said the event was
the start of something big.
Wasse plans to register the
group officially with GW in the
upcoming fall semester as the Poetic
Connoisseurs, a name that Wasse
likes because it emphasizes listening to poetry, not only writing and
reading it.
“You don’t necessarily have to
be a poet to enjoy it,” Wasse said.
She stressed that while some members enjoy writing their own poetry,
reading one’s own work is not a
requirement of joining the club.
“I like the idea of people being
able to express themselves, and I like
listening to that,” Wasse said.
Although she has written poetry
of her own and has not ruled out the
idea of someday sharing it, Wasse
is content with her spot in the audience at readings.
She said, “Ironically, I’m not a
big public speaker.” n

from Page 7

Luther King Jr. Day event and the
Adopt-a-Family program, which
provided toys to local families last
Christmas. The efforts of Yasrobi
and others to advertise the Adopt-aFamily program through flyers and
advertisements paid off when more
than 100 families received sponsorships from the GW community.
Academic departments, student
organizations, floors of residence
halls and individuals all adopted
local families.
“It was really amazing to see
how much they were willing to
give,” Yasrobi said.
She plans to stay involved with
the Office of Community Service
throughout the next three years of
her college career.
“The entire purpose of this office
is to help students volunteer,” she
said. The organization, Yasrobi continued, specializes in matching students with the service opportunities
that are best for them.

Hanan Wasse
In high school, Hanan Wasse
loved reading and listening to poetry, but once she arrived at GW, she
had a hard time satisfying her poetry
passion. Readings were hard for her
to find, and she had difficulty locating students with a similar interest.

For the sea of rising freshmen
attending Colonial Inauguration,
perhaps no task is as daunting as
selecting a class schedule for the
fall semester.
With no knowledge of GW’s
professors and minimal guidance from upperclassmen, CI
attendees will be codifying four
months of their life cold. Luckily,
The Hatchet has compiled a fall
2005 course guide by asking
upperclassmen which classes
they liked best as freshmen.
Use this guide to help determine which courses will help
your GPA and keep you entertained. And remember – you
don’t have to sign up for any 8
a.m. courses or make any trips to
Mount Vernon, despite what you
may be told.

which he encourages students to
join him.
Students also recommended
taking anthropology courses
with professors Robert Shepherd
and Kannan Nambiar, who are
both approachable. Nambiar ’s
socio-cultural anthropology class
(ANTH 002) has multiple choice
tests, and he said he tries to create a friendly, positive learning
atmosphere. His course covers
every aspect of human beings
including the thoughts and
beliefs of different cultures.
“Anthropology, if you teach it
right, is a fun subject,” Nambiar
said.

Political Science
Students
recommended
Introduction
to
American
Government (PSC 002) with Lee
Sigelman or Forrest Maltzman.
Maltzman is an interesting professor who makes class fun,
though the course can be tough
and requires at least some prior
knowledge of political science.
“The students who get the
most from my classes are those
who come eager to learn, willing
Anthropology
to think outside the box and who
A good way to fulfill some are willing to make my classes
requirements is by taking an a priority,” Maltzman said. “A
Anthropology class. One student sense of humor helps too.”
recommended Introduction to
Some
students
recomArchaeology (ANH 003) and said mended taking Introduction
to Comparative
it was one of her
Politics
(PSC
favorite classes.
001) with profes“Professor
sor Mark Croatti.
Cline is incredibly
also
knowledgeable
“Anthropology, if you Students
recommended
about everything
Michael Sodaro,
he teaches – his lecteach it right, is a
who seems to
tures about ancient
sites are always
have a love-himfun subject.”
accompanied with
or-hate-him repuslides of when he
tation on campus. One student
went to dig there,”
KANNAN NAMBIAR
described Sodaro
she said.
ANTHROPOLOGY
as
a
“genius
Cline explained
PROFESSOR
when it comes to
that the class disEuropean
policusses such subAnother
jects as Troy, the
tics.”
Egyptian pyramids
described
his
and mummies, King Tut’s tomb, course as “a waste of time.”
Jericho, the Dead Sea Scrolls and
Croatti said he allows stuthe Chinese Terracotta Army. dents to serve 20 hours over
Cline will also teach a dean’s the course of a semester at an
seminar for freshmen (CLAS internship as an alternative to
801), entitled “History and writing a paper in order to give
Homer: Did the Trojan War take them a taste of what the city has
to offer without hurting their
place?”
Cline is a talking head on the studies. He said he has a “handHistory and Discovery channels picked” list of hundreds of interand runs archaeological excava- national organizations and intertions – this year in Israel – in est groups that work on issues

QuickTakes: Class registration advice for freshmen

Despite what you may be told,
there’s no need to sign up for
a class at Mount Vernon, and
you don’t have to sign up for
an 8 a.m. class.
Don’t try to fulfill all your general curriculum requirements at
once – take some classes you
need to take and some you
want to take.
Every weekend is a three-day
weekend when you avoid
signing up for Friday classes.
Registering for a sport is a
great way to reduce stress during the week and delay putting
on the inevitable freshman 15.
If you’re going to try to get an
internship, leave several big
blocks of empty time in your
schedule throughout the week.

relevant to his class, and 50 of
the groups have had his students
so often they often hold spots
just for them.
“It’s a great way for GW students to get involved and build
their resume at the same time,”
Croatti said.
He said that despite what
some students say, his class isn’t
easy and students must attend in
order to succeed.
“Despite Internet postings
to the contrary,” Croatti said,
“grades vary in my class and
they fall into the full spectrum,
although I think the students
that do well enjoy blogging more
than the others.”

Psychology
Students interested in taking Introduction to Psychology
should be sure to ask older students about professors because
their quality varies widely.
Freshmen who plan on taking
See CLASSES Page 17

A Message to the University Community about Emergency Preparedness,

Welcome to The George Washington University Community! As you become
oriented with the University, this is a good opportunity to learn about the emergency
policies and procedures of the University.

The most important source of up to date information on the University and
incident planning, is the GW Campus Advisories web page. Located through the GWU
homepage at www.gwu.edu, the Campus Advisories page features emergency
procedures, preparedness tips, health and safety advisories, and useful resource links.
The GW Campus Advisories web page can also be accessed from links on GWired, UPD,
myGW, the GW News Center, the Colonial Mail page, the WRGW’s web page, the GW
Hatchet web page and on the Parents Services homepage. If you’ve never visited the
site before, or haven’t been there recently, you’ll notice useful features. Please take some
time to check it out: read up on preparedness tips; check out the navigation toolbar; and
review the Incident Planning, Response and Recovery Manual.
Also, we invite you to send us an e-mail at opsem@gwu.edu with any questions,
comments or suggestions to help us to serve you better.
Take care of one another,
John N. Petrie
Assistant Vice President for Public Safety and Emergency Management

REVIEW

pretty cool, man. I thought you
were a stuck-up prick. I was planning on killing you.”

from Page 13

F E B R U A R Y 2 0 05

participating in a University event
as part of an unrecognized group,
a violation of GW policy.

University bans smoking in
dorms

JANUARY 2005

University officials announced
that smoking will be banned in
residential halls starting fall 2005.
Accidental fires, health concerns
and maintenance issues were cited
as reasons for the ban. Students
were previously allowed to choose
to smoke in their rooms.

Freshman abducted near
campus

A freshman was allegedly
forced into a car on campus at gunpoint by a male driver. The student
was returning to his residence hall
at 2 a.m. from The Exchange, a
popular bar near campus.
After a 20-minute car ride, the
abductor allegedly let the student
out near Thurston, saying, “You’re
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Music professor commits
suicide
Professor Pam Bricker committed suicide in February, marking

the second suicide by a member
of the GW community in the 20042005 school year.
Bricker was part of the
University’s jazz department for
five years, and was featured on
the soundtrack to the popular film
“Garden State.”

M A R C H 2005
SA election: never-ending
The 2005 Student Association
presidential election seemed like it
would never end at some points.
A field of nine candidates was
narrowed down to a run-off between
a GW politician, junior Ben Traverse,
and SA outsider Audai Shakour.
Plagued by more violations of
the election charter than anyone in
GW election history, both candidates
were within one violation of being
disqualified from the election. Finally,
nearly three weeks after a winner
was supposed to be announced, the
Joint Elections Committee, which
oversaw the election, concluded that
Shakour beat Traverse by 31 votes
and would be the next president of
the SA.

Student injured in
Thurston fire

Jeff Baum/senior photo editor

A freshman was severely burned and sent to the hospital in critical condition after
March’s Thurston Hall ﬁre. Thurston rooms don’t have emergency sprinklers.

Freshman Kevin McLaughlin
was left severely burned after a
fire erupted on the ninth floor
of Thurston Hall in late March.
University offici als said the
fire started when McLaughlin’s
sheets were set aflame from contact with an electric grill, an item
banned in residence halls.
The fire was contained to
McLaughlin’s room, and all
other residents were evacuated

without injuries.

Men’s basketball qualifies
for NCAA tournament
Even though the GW basketball team lost in the first round of
the NCAA basketball tournament,
the group still had an outstanding
season.
GW won the Atlantic 10 tournament for the first time in its
history. Ranked 12th in its NCAA
tournament bracket, GW lost in
the first round to the Georgia Tech
Yellow jackets, 80-68.

A P R I L 2005
Hippo hype
In late April, The Hatchet investigated the quasi-secret society the
Order of the Hippo for potential
hazing and underage drinking at its
induction ceremony.
In May, Student Judicial Services
charged 12 students with Order of
the Hippo-related hazing violations
and violations of the Student Code
of Conduct after suspected members were seen in University Yard
with blindfolds on their heads and
mud on their faces. Other suspected
members were seen giving speeches
to the hippopotamus statue on 21
and H streets.
The group, which is supported
by the University, failed to register an event at which alcohol was
served with the Center for Alcohol
and Drug Education. All such events
with underage attendees must be
registered with the group. n
–Jenette Axelrod and Jessica
Calefati compiled this review with
assistance from Brandon Butler
and Gabriel Okolski.

ROOMMATES
from Page 14

people can broaden students’ horizons.
“We encourage students to
take advantage of the opportunity to live with someone different
from themselves so that they can
learn from others who may have
had different experiences than
their own,” he wrote in an e-mail.
Kathrins said she communicated with her roommates via phone
and e-mail when she received their
names last summer. She suggested that incoming freshmen try to
engage in meaningful discourse
with their assigned roommates
before meeting in late August.
“I think it is important that
you work on developing a friendship,” she said. “While my roommates and I discussed who would
bring what kind of cleaning
product and DVD collections, we
also talked about ourselves – our
majors and hometowns – and we
began to develop a friendship.”

Silencing scuffles – what to do
when problems arise
Last fall, 203 students asked
to change rooms “for a variety
of reasons, including roommate
conflicts,” Kohl said. There were
about 7,200 students who lived
on-campus last fall.
Students and CFs said the key
to keeping the inevitable small
disagreements from turning into
major problems is confronting
those issues immediately.
“It’s amazing how those little
things can become major issues
when they aren’t talked about,”
Smith said. n
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CLASSES
from Page 15

the course should consider taking it with professor Judie Vajda.
Students said her course is interesting and should help your
GPA.
“I hope that students will
take (from the course) an appreciation of how important it is
to have some understanding of
how individuals influence, and
are influenced by, the behavior
of others, how we think, and how
we interpret our everyday experiences,” she said.
Vajda also said she tries to
keep her class fun.
“I find humor to be a terrific learning tool and I use it
frequently,” she said.

all. Students also caution that
astronomy is about more than
just stars and involves lots of
math. Biology is doable, but best
avoided.

Math
Introduction to Logic (PHIL
45) is a relatively easy (though
sometimes dull) way to fulfill a
math requirement. In this class,
students will learn about symbolic logic and fallacies of arguments instead of toiling away on
their graphic calculators.
Students also suggested that
people who were not “mathletes”
in high school should avoid calculus. Several students also said
that Math of Politics (MATH 007),
where students learning about
voting systems and the Electoral
College, and Mathematical Ideas
(MATH 009), where students
learn about social choice, are
Economics
good ways to fulfill general curEconomics with professor riculum requirements.
Some students find statisRobert Trost received praise from
students. Trost gives so many A’s tics to be simple, others find it
that students have coined the to be incredibly difficult. If you
need to take an Introduction to
phrase “Coast with Trost.”
Trost said his microeconomics Statistics class, don’t fret; just
keep up with
course teaches
class and read
students about
textbook fremarket equilib“(A)ll professors at GWU the
quently.
rium in a supply and demand
hope students leave
Art History
model and the
(Economics) 11 with a
Students
theory of proand
should
be
duction
better understanding
firm behavior.
advised
that
“(A)ll prothe jokes
and appreciation for how despite
at
fessors
about art histomajors, these
GWU
hope
our economy produces ry
classes are some
students leave
(Economics) 11
the goods and services of the most difficult GW has
with a better
we all enjoy ...”
to offer. Tests
understanding
involve a great
and appreciadeal of memotion for how our
ROBERT TROST
economy prorization, requirECONOMICS PROFESSOR
ing students to
duces the goods
and services we
identify works
all enjoy in a free
by title, date and
market economy
artist. That said,
but many take for granted,” Trost these classes could also be very
said.
rewarding for art aficionados.
There are two survey art
Science
history classes – AH 31, which
No professor received as goes from prehistoric times to
much praise from students as the start of the Renaissance, and
Martin Zysmilich, who teach- AH 32, which covers art occures “baby chem.” In the fall, ring during the Renaissance and
Zysmilich teaches Environmental afterwards. Both courses can
Chemistry (CHEM 003) and have difficult tests, but the surMedicinal Chemistry (CHEM vey teachers, including Chris
004). Students said he keeps his Gregg and Chris Wilson, are very
classes relatively easy, and they knowledgeable and have engagare great options for non-science ing lectures.
Professor
Barbara
von
majors who want to fill a requireteaching
ment. He also offers extra credit. Barghahn-Calvetti,
“In both courses I provide Spanish Art II and Baroque art
the very basics of chemistry and in the North, is a favorite among
then we apply those concepts to students. She frequently jokes
topics that are making the head- during lectures, offers extra credlines in the newspapers: global it and has tests that are less difwarming, energy production, ficult because many of her stuozone layer depletion, drugs of dents are not art history majors.
misuse, drugs for HIV and AIDS
(and) nutritional chemistry,” he Honors
Honors students seem to
said.
Many
upperclassmen universally praise professor
are quick to point out that Matthew O’Gara, whose proseIntroduction to Geology courses minar classes have been termed
– typically referred to as “rocks
for jocks” – are not so easy after
See REGISTRATION Page 19

FORT STRONG APARTMENTS

Only two Metro stations away from GWU!
Live in a choice neighborhood, save money and still be close to GW!

ONE AND TWO BEDROOMS

RATES: $925 to 1,250.00
ALL UTILITIES INCLUDED IN THE RENT
2000 N. Daniel Street
Arlington, VA 22201
(703) 527-1991

The Official Credit Union of
The George Washington University
since 1993

NIH Federal Credit Union offers a lifetime of
convenient services just for GW students:
Checking Accounts with:

Five Free ATMs on
Campus, including three
in the Marvin Center

· Low Minimum Balance
· Unlimited Check Writing
For more information, visit the
· Free Online Banking
GW Branch, located at:
· First Pack of Checks are Free (for accounts opened
during Colonial Inauguration)
2100 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
· Free Automatic Overdraft Protection plus Courtesy Pay*
Washington, DC 20037
· Free Debit / ATM Card
(around the corner from
TGI Friday's)

Student Visa Credit Cards
· No Co-signer Needed
· Low Annual Fee
· Fixed Credit Limit

Contact Us
(301) 718-0208
www.nihfcu.org
nihfcu@nihfcu.org

Visa Classic Credit Cards
· No Annual Fee

Personal Computer Loans

· 100% Financing up to $5,000

Enjoy ATMs and branches
across the DC Metro area!

*Courtesy Pay covers overdrafts up to $500 for members in good standing (per-usage fee applies).

Want to work at The Hatchet?
Need a Work Study job?
Looking for extra money?
The Hatchet is looking for motivated
students to work in the Business Office for
the Fall Semester in the following positions:
Sales Representative

Sell advertising to accounts in the Washington, DC area.
Reps will make frequent in-person sales calls. Schedules
are flexible with about half of weekly hours spent in the
office. Previous customer experience preferred. This is
the perfect on-campus position for students interested in
marketing or sales. Commission Plus Bonus! 15 hours/
week commitment. Work study accepted.

Circulation Manager

Distribute Hatchet twice weekly throughout campus.
Manage subscriptions database and mailings; correspond with all subscribers. Maintain posters and newsracks. Assist general manager with tasks as needed.
$7.25/hr, 15hrs/week. Work study accepted.

Circulation/Ofﬁce Assistant

Assist with various office tasks including answering
phones, invoicing, subscription and marketing mailings.
Must be available for two hours Mon. & Thur. mornings
before noon, and able to carry up to 25 lbs. Prior work
exper. less important than reliability and enthusiasm.
Learn newspaper operations from the bottom up (we
promote within) and earn while you learn. $6.75/hr, 8-12
hours/week. Work study accepted.

Please Contact Business Manager
Howard Marshall at (202)994-4373
or hmarshall@gwhatchet.com.
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SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND HEALTH SERVICES
WELCOMES ALL NEW STUDENTS TO
THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY

INTERESTED IN AN EXCITING HEALTH CAREER?
ASK YOUR ADVISOR ABOUT THE MAJORS OFFERED
BY
THE SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND HEALTH SERVICES

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREES
IN

ATHLETIC TRAINING
CONTACT DR. WESTERMAN BEV@GWU.EDU
EXERCISE SCIENCE – PRE-HEALTH PROFESSIONAL & HEALTH AND FITNESS
CONTACT DR. SULLIVAN PATSULL@GWU.EDU
PUBLIC HEALTH
CONTACT JANE SMITH SPHJMS@GWUMC.EDU

REGISTRATION
from Page 17
“enjoyable, informative and not
a horrible workload.” This year
he teaches Ancient Political
Philosophy (HONR 15:12), where
students will be exposed to Plato,
Aristotle and Cicero, among other
texts.
Sports
Students should try enrolling in
one of GW’s many athletic courses,
listed under the exercise & sports
activities heading. Signing up for
scheduled exercise is good way
to prevent (or at least delay) the
dreaded freshman 15 and can help
you learn new sports you may be
interested in.
Popular classes
include racquetball, yoga and
karate. Be sure to keep an eye on
these courses because they fill up
quickly.
Art
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Students in the Columbian

College of Arts and Sciences
have to take one creative arts
class. Overachieving GW students may object to this, but in
actuality, participating in an art
class can help reduce stress and
can be a refreshing break during
the day. Many students enjoy
the creative writing classes GW
offers. Classes involve a good
deal of writing, as expected, but
students are usually pleased
with their grades.
Drawing is a good choice
for both beginners and students
looking to improve their skills.
Students practice exercises, draw
from live models and are given
plenty of time to experiment
on their own. Professor Molly
Springfield gives helpful advice
and grades on effort, improvement and technique, and not
necessarily the overall quality of
the work, much to the relief of
less-advanced students.
A word to the wise: don’t
take Intro to Photography unless
you are serious about the subject. Students say the class is
interesting but can take up huge

amounts of time.
School of Media and Public
Affairs
Freshmen who have been
admitted to the SMPA, and those
who plan on applying their
sophomore years, should take
SMPA 50, which is a history of
journalism. If you read the book
and memorize important names,
you’ll score an easy A in the
class. Some students grow frustrated with Journalism 111, and
the class is not an easy A, but
it is a required class for many
students.
Students recommend professor Sean Aday for Journalism
100, the Theory and Practice
of Journalism, but caution that
while his class is interesting he
does not dispense many A’s. n

Hey you! Know any
news?
uhmm...

The GW Hatchet, your only defense against
news-hungry clowns.

SEAS
Welcomes
The Class of 2009!
SEAS offers undergraduate programs
in:

Healthy Egg Donors Needed!

��
Applied Science & Technology
��
Biomedical Engineering
��
Civil & Environmental Engineering
��
Computer Science
��
Electrical & Computer Engineering
��
Mechanical & Aerospace Engineering
��
Systems Engineering

Over $6,000

per Egg Donation
If you are a healthy, nonsmoking female and 21-28
years of age, please contact
us today and help make
an infertile couple’s
dreams come true!

For more information, contact:

The following donors
are urgently needed:
Chinese, Ethiopian,
Indian, Japanese,
Korean, Middle Eastern,
Filipino, Vietnamese

(703) 658-3100

Mr. Howard Davis
Tompkins Hall - 104
hdavis@gwu.edu
(202) 994-7133

Thai Place
Restaurant & Bar

(888) 337-8452 Toll Free

4316 Evergreen Lane, Annandale, VA

Visit our website today for an online application:
W W W .WA S H I N G T O N F E R T I L I T Y . C OM

Business Hours
SUN - THU 11:00 AM - 10:30 PM
FRI - SAT 11:00 AM - 11:00 PM

r

ou
H
y
p

Hap

ls

ia
Spec

Cocktail
Wine
Beer (domestic)

$4
$3
$2

every day 4:00pm-close

must be 21, with a valid ID, to consume alcohol

D I N E - I N , C A R R Y - O U T , D E L I V E R Y A N D C AT E R I N G
We Accept
2134 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW • Washington, DC 20037
Phone (202)298-8204 • Fax (202)298-8205
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TIPS
from Page 3

closed once it’s your time to register. But don’t despair, because even
though you get last pick, registration will open up to all GW students once the last CI is over.
A couple more important pieces of advice for registration: If you
can avoid it, don’t take the 8 a.m.
or 5 p.m. classes that CI leaders tell
you are required – it’s just not true.
While these may be the only bottom-of-the barrel classes left open,
you aren’t required to register for
these specific class times. Also, sign

up for a Dean’s Seminar. These are
the special-topic freshman-only
courses that often involve cool
field trips. They’re interesting and
fill up some general course requirements.
4. Where will I live?
Housing: it can make or break
your freshman year, so CI is the
time to check out the dorms in
person and figure out where you
really want to live. On Day Two
from 4:30 to 6 p.m., take advantage
of the Dormitory Open House.
This all-access hour and a half
will help you decide if you want to
live in the infamous Thurston Hall,
where more than 1,000 freshmen

party in the rumored second-most
sexually active dorm in the nation;
in a more balanced dorm such as
the Hall on Virginia Avenue; or in
a quieter place such like Lafayette
Hall. The housing application
deadline isn’t until July 10, so take
some time at CI to make sure that
you’ve got your housing choices
in order.
3. Don’t fight for your right
to party
Many freshmen come to CI
expecting to party like a college
student right off the bat; not the
best idea at your freshman orientation. You may have been accepted
to GW, but you’re not a full-time

student yet, so if you get caught
drinking or doing drugs there
can be some heavy consequences.
Definitely take the two CI nights to
explore campus, visit the Greek-letter houses or chill out in Thurston,
but don’t risk your entire college
career by getting caught doing
something illegal; you could get
kicked out of school before you
even get here.
There will be plenty of time to
drink and party once the school
year begins, and the first-time consequences then won’t be nearly as
harsh as they are at CI. So partake
in some PG fun for now, and leave
the R-rated festivities for the fall.

the day with your family or newly
made friends.
Georgetown is another favorite
hot-spot for GW students, and is
only a 15-minute walk or fiveminute shuttle ride from the Foggy
Bottom Metro station. Enjoy an
outdoor family dinner at Sequoia
in the Washington Harbor, browse
the upscale shops on M Street or
munch on a burrito the size of
your face at Chipotle. CI-goers can
also head to Dupont Circle, Adams
Morgan or Capitol Hill to experience some authentic D.C. culture.

1. Embrace your inner social
butterfly
You’re leaving the safety net of
high school behind: home-cooked
dinners, teachers who know your
name and people you’ve known
your entire life. So it’s no surprise
that people come to college a little
overeager to make new friends and
create the new support system they
will rely on for the next four years.
While all those toothy smiles,
nervous handshakes and countless introductions might make you
dizzy, don’t crawl into your shell
and become a CI hermit. Go to
your small group meetings, shake
your booty on the dance floor at
casino night, chat up your twonight Thurston roommates and
meet as many people as you can.
They may become your lifelong
friend or just a quick hello on the
street, but they will definitely be
a much-needed familiar face on
campus come August. n

2. The District: home sweet
home
“Colonial Inauguration is
designed to get students connected to campus and our place
in the city,” said Renee Clement
Baldwin, director of CI. “In two
and a half days it’s hard to educate
students on (GW’s) campus and
the city. They should get to know
GW first.”
Well if you find yourself with a
few extra hours, go out and explore
the city you will soon be calling
home. One of the greatest aspects
of GW is the fact that it’s located in
the heart of D.C. A tour of the monuments on the National Mall, just
south of GW, is a must-do during
CI, especially in the nice summer
weather. There’s an opportunity to
go with your small group during
the first night of CI, or go during

“Lush, sensual and exuberantly clever!

A rare treat. A brilliant ode to the creative power of infatuation.”
Karen Durbin,

“����! A risky affair!
Wonderfully realized. The kind of magic that
happens when two people get lost in each other.”

Glenn Kenny,

“An utterly
A.O. Scott,

lovely film!”

“ Thrilling
and deliciously
charged!
Captures a powerful
sense of intoxication.”

Bruce Handy,

“‘My Summer of Love’

GET IT FREE

may be the most lyrical film
of the season.”
Graham Fuller,

EVERY
THURSDAY

THE AWARD-WINNING FILM BY

PAWEL PAWLIKOWSKI

GW Student Union, 21st & H St. lower level
Lisner Auditorium, 21st & H St.
Froggy Bottom Pub, 2142 Penn Ave
Capitol Grounds, 2100 Penn Ave
Streetbox, 21st & Penn Ave
Tony's Newstand, 20th & I St
The Burro, 2000 Penn Ave
Cuppa Cuppa, 1900 G St
Streetbox, 18th & Penn Ave
Streetbox-Starbucks, 801 18th St
Tower Records, 2000 Penn Ave
2 Streetboxes, Foggy Bottom Metro
Cuppa Cuppa, 600 New Hampshire Ave

STARTS FRIDAY

JUNE 17

TH

Coming Soon From

CINEPLEX ODEON
DUPONT CIRCLE 5
1350 19th St. N.W.
800-FANDANGO #711

The award-winning
film from Jim Jarmusch
starring Bill Murray

August 5th

LANDMARK BETHESDA
ROW CINEMA
7235 Woodmont Ave.
(301) 652-7273
From John le Carré and the”
Academy Award®–nominated”
director of “City of God”

August 26th
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Help the GOP in 2005-2006!

www.GWHATCHET.com

The Republican National Committee seeks
qualiﬁed, enthusiastic individuals to join our
nationwide telephone fundraising team at our
Capitol Hill headquarters.
HANDS ON EXPERIENCE
FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING
CALL TODAY! EOE

COMPETITIVE WAGES
AND INCENTIVE PLAN
(202)863-8577

Braces

as low as

• Burgers • Wings • Hot Dogs •
Milkshakes
We take major credit cards and

Now Accepting GWorld!
Free Delivery • $10 Delivery Minimum
Hours
Monday - Saturday: 10am-10pm
Sunday: 11:30am - 10:00pm
3207 O Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20007
(202)338-2478
Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

$200

per month
low monthly

payment plans
available
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®

Invisalign uses a series of
nearly undetectable aligners
instead of brackets and
wires. So itʼs really hard for
people to tell youʼre wearing
Invisalign ®, even up close.
Invisalign ® can give you the
smile youʼve always wanted
without the braces youʼve
always avoided.
(recognition only given to
top 5% of providers)

FREE IMPLANT CONSULTATION!
• Saturday & evening hours • Adults & children
• Walk-ins are welcome
• Emergency Patients
• Most PPO insurance
•All specials offered with this
plans accepted
ad only.
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Clinical 1 hour In
Office Teeth
Whitening
just $500
Exam Required • For a limited
time only!
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Mon, Tues: 9 am - 7 pm Wed, Fri: 9 am - 5 pm
Thurs: 9 am - 6 pm
Sat: 9 am - 3 pm
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Dr. Akram H. Shouhayib, DDS, MS, Orthodontist & Associates
�����������������
�����������������
202-775-0167

1990 K St. NW, Suite 15-A
Washington, DC 20006

2 Blocks Away From Metro
Locations Farragut North and West

���������������������

������������������
�����������������
301-977-9787

308 Main St. (Kentlands Area)
Gaithersburg, MD 20878
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VERN
from Page 6

had advantages and disadvantages.
“For me, being in a small community was nice,” said Geise, who
went to a small high school.
“Sometimes the shuttle got
annoying,” said Geise, who took
the shuttle almost every morning
to get to Foggy Bottom for crew
practice.
Some students said they enjoy
the quaintness of the Mount Vernon

Campus, especially to escape the
commotion of the main campus.
Zachary Maurin, a junior,
lives on Foggy Bottom but regularly goes to the Vern to study and
socialize with friends.
“In talking to some people,
they think that going to Mount
Vernon for class or whatever else
is too vexing, but really it is quite
accommodating and well worth
the short ride over there,” Maurin
said.
He added the shuttle ride to
the Vern’s athletic fields is more
convenient than walking down to
the Mall to play soccer. n

THE UNITED CHURCH

a union congregation of
the United Church of Christ & the United Methodist Church
at the edge of the George Washington University campus

We welcome the seekers.
We welcome those who question.
We welcome those who believe without question.
It is not for us to turn anyone away.
Arms wide open.
Welcome home.

WORSHIP
10 AM (English) every Sunday in July & August
8:45 AM (German) first Sunday of July & first Sunday of August

20th & G Streets, NW � 202/331-1495
www.theunitedchurch.org � info@theunitedchurch.org

The GW Hatchet:
Maybe in the next century you will live on the moon!

Fulbright Hall Suite 107 � 2223 H Street NW � Washington, DC 20052
Phone: (202) 994-6757 � Fax: (202) 994-3051 � E-mail: sjs@gwu.edu

The Office of Student Judicial Services
Welcomes You to GW!
��� ��� ��� ��� ��

The Code of Student Conduct…
Don’t Leave Home Without It!
Don’t leave home without knowing your rights
and responsibilities as a GW student.
http://gwired.gwu.edu/sjs
GW Student Conduct Policies

CI Guide - Summer 2005

NEWS

24 The GW Hatchet

FIRE
from Page 2

city required all apartment buildings of its size to have them in
units.
“It doesn’t take that much
piping,” Fleming said. “A sprinkler would keep a fire in check
and suppress the toxic gasses; it
may not completely extinguish it
but it could.”
Nehmer would not comment
on Thurston’s sprinkler system,
saying only that the fire suppression system “worked as intended.” The damage from the March
22 fire was mostly contained to
McLaughlin’s room, 913.
Ed Comeau, director of the
Center for Campus Fire Safety,
said that while GW should
update its sprinklers in Thurston,

education is the most important
The laziness of a student
step to take after a campus fire.
not responding to an alarm can
“Schools should use every be fatal, Comeau said, refermoment as an
ring to the April
death of a stuopportunity
to
dent at Southern
teach policies and
Adventist College
the reason for the
“It
doesn’t
take
in Tennessee after
policies,” Comeau
she did not immesaid.
that
much
piping.
A
diately exit her
He said a key
point to teach stusprinkler would keep building.
Comeau also said
dents is to take all
a ﬁre in check
alarms seriously.
he was surprised
Some of Thurston’s
that the blaze was
and suppress the
1,049 residents did
not first detected
not exit when the
by a system withtoxic
gases.”
first alarms soundin the building.
“The University
ed because they
thought it was a
should use it as a
RUSSELL FLEMING
drill.
Students
wakeup call to see
FIRE SAFETY EXPERT
then
crammed
how procedures
into the building’s
work,” Comeau
two stairwells to
said. “This should
escape smoke in the hallways. be an opportunity to evaluate
Thurston holds fire drills almost the fire detection and suppresevery month.
sion systems.” n

One Bedroom Condominium for rent at

PRESIDENTIAL CONDOMINIUMS
Directly across from campus at
21st and I Streets. Only $1350
per month. Call (631)960-8406.

SKYDIVE!
EASY ONE DAY FIRST
JUMP COURSE!
And a staff dedicated to
keeping you and your fellow students
skydiving at SKYDIVE ORANGE!

F r e e fall alm o s t
a minute from
over 2 1 / 2 m i l e s
high!

GIFT CERTIFICATES!
STUDENT DISCOUNTS

(877) DIVE-SKY

WWW.SKYDIVEORANGE.COM
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Come to the best colorists in DC!
������������������������������
$2 off manicures
n $3 off pedicures
n $8 off color, highlight, perm, and relaxing
n

The George Washington University
will host a series of

OPEN COMMUNITY MEETINGS
to discuss the future development of the
foggy bottom campus and square 54 (the old gw hospital site)
June 22, 2005
EE&K Architects Presentation and Community Issues Discussion
The George Washington University
1957 E Street, 7 th Floor
6:30 pm – 8:30 pm
July 6, 2005
EE&K Architects Presentation of Design Principles and Community Discussion*
The George Washington University
1957 E Street, 7 th Floor
6:30 pm – 8:30 pm
July 26, 2005
EE&K Architects Presentation of Design Concepts and Community Discussion*
The George Washington University
Marvin Center
800 21st Street, NW, 3rd Floor
6:30 pm – 8:30 pm
*Proposed meeting topics may be subject to change

All are invited
For more information, visit www.neighborhood.gwu.edu or contact Michael Akin,
GW Director of District of Columbia and Foggy Bottom/West End Affairs, at 202.994.9132.

• Discount for
GW employees
• Discount for
ﬁrst time clients
• Full Body Wax $99
(except facial waxing)

we accept all major
credit cards, checks,and
GWorld Cards

SPORTS

The GW Hatchet, CI Guide - Summer 2005, Page 25

Jake Sherman - Sports Editor jsherman@gwhatchet.com

Chicago hosts hopefuls
by Jake Sherman
Sports Editor
Editor’s note: The following article
was posted on The Hatchet’s Web site in
early June as part of its coverage of the
NBA pre-draft camp in Chicago. The
draft takes place (or took place, depending on when this is read) June 28.

Jeff Baum/senior photo editor

GW forward Pops Mensah-Bonsu averaged 12.5 points in two games
during the NBA pre-draft camp in Chicago.

CHICAGO – The Solheim Center is just as unassuming as it is important.
The building, located at the
Moody Bible Institute on North LaSalle Street in
Chicago, is a
men’s
sel dom-u sed
basketball
basketball
court, save four
days in June prior to the NBA draft.
The ediﬁce is a dated hoops facility
that resembles a high school gym
and houses a pool and a few of the
school’s athletic ofﬁces. The court
has seen its share of All-Americans,
future inductees to the Hall of Fame
and scouts. Despite its modest appearance and lack of use, the Solheim
Center is host to an NBA pre-draft
camp that can be the springboard to
a successful professional basketball
career or the pharmacist for a bitter
reality pill.
This year, two players swallowed
the reality pill through injuries. Illinois’ Dee Brown fractured his foot
and had to withdraw from the camp.

Varsity Sports Guide
Fall Season
Soccer
The men’s and women’s soccer squads play at the
Mount Vernon Athletic Complex, just a short shuttle
ride up the Whitehurst Freeway. The men’s team won
the Atlantic 10 title last year and beat the University of
North Carolina to advance to the second round of the
NCAA tournament. Junior sweeper Ben Mortimer, an
All-Region selection, returns for the Colonials (10-9-4)
as take on a challenging 2005 schedule. Out-of-conference opponents include Virginia Tech, local rivals
American and Howard, Towson, Rider University
and Lehigh University.
On the women’s side, junior Sarah Sample will
anchor a team that missed the A-10 tournament last
season. The Colonials will take on local rival American
at Mount Vernon and Navy in Annapolis, Md.
Although getting to Mount Vernon may not be as
easy as sleeping in on a Saturday morning, the fresh
grass (or artificial turf) is sure to please your senses.
Volleyball
The women’s volleyball team plays in the Smith
Center, on 22nd and G streets. Games are very fastpaced and the team has had success in the past. Last
season, however, the Colonials (7-23) suffered a handful of losing streaks and were not able to right their
ship. Coach Jojit Coronel will lead a squad led by
juniors Juliene McLaughlin and Kaimana Lee. Catch a
match on a weekend – they are exciting.

Both teams play in the Smith Center in front of
great crowds. Watching GW basketball is the only
game in town and students wait in line for hours to
see the team play.
Gymnastics
The gymnastics squad also performs in the Smith
Center a few times a year. Watching this team is a
must, as they have enjoyed much success in the past.
The squad just moved to the EAGL division, which
allows more competition.
Swim/Diving and Water Polo
In the basement of the Smith Center sits the GW
pool. If you are willing to brave the hot temperatures,
go support these teams. The GW swim team finished
fourth (men’s) and third (women’s) in the A-10 championship held in Buffalo, N.Y.
The water polo squads, although relatively new,
are hot at GW. The women’s squad topped rival
Maryland several times this season while the men
were able to beat Johns Hopkins, Iona and Mercyhurst
in the CWPA Southern Championship.
Spring Season
Baseball
As the weather warms up the GW baseball team
See GUIDE, p. 27

Cross Country
Both the men’s and women’s cross country teams
had very good seasons last year. The women’s squad
racked up five first-place finishes, while the men collected one first, one second, and one third. It’s tough
to watch the team during a meet because their course
goes through Centreville, Va.
Winter Season
Basketball
The men’s and women’s basketball teams are
the jewels of the athletic department. Last year, both
teams made the NCAA tournament; the men got
eliminated by Georgia Tech in the first round while
the women beat Mississippi State in the first round but
fell to University of North Carolina in the second. The
men’s squad will be anchored next year by juniors J.R.
Pinnock and Carl Elliott, sophomore Maureece Rice
and senior Omar Williams. Two rising seniors, Pops
Mensah-Bonsu and Mike Hall, have declared for the
NBA draft and have not made clear of their intentions
for next year as of press time. The women’s squad
is led by sophomore standout Kim Beck, classmate
Sarah-Jo Lawrence and junior Whitney Allen. The
team will add twins Jessica and Jasmine Adair, Jamila
Bates, Chantelle John, and Faith Peters next year.

Jeff Baum/senior photo editor

The GW lacrosse squad continued to improve
last year. The team ended the season with a 135 record, an all-time best.

He is expected to have to return to
Illinois for his senior year due to the
inability to compete in the remainder
of the camp, which ran from June 710. Teammate Roger Powell sprained
his right ankle and also had to withdraw from the camp.
The camp is organized and run
by the NBA and is attended by representatives from every team and
major media outlet. Each day, the
activities began at 9 a.m., with drills
lasting two hours. The drills attempt
to showcase each player’s individual
skills with jump shooting, 1-on-1, 2on-2, simulated scrimmage and fastbreak demonstrations.
Games between predetermined
teams took place in the late morning
and again in the late afternoon. The
games are meant to simulate professional playing conditions, complete
with NBA referees.
Players such as the University
of Connecticut’s Charlie Villanueva
and Syracuse University’s Hakim
Warrick do not play in the in the draft
camp because of the preconceived
notion that they will be lottery picks.
This year’s hot attractions included
high school standout Brandon Rush.
Rush averaged 21 points per game
at Mt. Zion Academy in North Carolina.
The 19-year-old said his intention is to stay in the draft.
“I’m just waiting to see how the
camp goes,” Rush told The Hatchet

June 9.
The 6-foot-6 guard scored 10
points in a June 9 game and contended that the bevy of scouts present
does not affect the way he plays.
“I know it’s important but I’ll
play the same,” Rush said. “I still
come out and play tough. Try to get
a few highlights but couldn’t get any
today.”
GW forward Pops Mensah-Bonsu played in the camp, averaging
12.5 points in two games. During the
time prior to the camp, Mensah-Bonsu traversed the country in hopes of
wooing teams.
Despite its perceived importance
by players, many team ofﬁcials realize that the camp is just a formality
en route to the draft. Many team ofﬁcials said they believe the camp
lends itself to a “showboat” style
of play, allowing players to display
their ﬂashy moves to the hundreds
of scouts in attendance. Seattle SuperSonics coach Nate MacMillan
said that although the camp is important for scouts, the talent is still
hard to judge.
“It’s hard to get a feel for the
players in three days,” MacMillan
said. “Everyone is trying to showcase
themselves which makes it hard.”
MacMillan added that drafting is one of the hardest parts of the
game and that scouts take control of
See CHICAGO, p. 27

GW is home for
sports fans
Well if you’ve made it this far, Washington Nationals in town,
you should know what you are and in first place in the N.L. East
getting into. Welcome to Colonial as of press time, a playoff run
Inauguration: a terrible represen- is beginning to look possible.
tation of your next four years in So if you are bored in the fall,
Wa s h i n g t o n .
get out to RFK
One thing you
Stadium
and
should know
cheer on a team
AKE
about
your
that a nationally
place of edurenowned jourHERMAN
cation for the
nalist characSPORTS EDITOR
next four years
terized as “bad
players playing
is that George
hard.”
Wa s h i n g t o n
Don’t feel like paying upwards
is like the Masters: a university
unlike any other.
G W of $50 for a ticket? Good. The GW
is D.C.’s largest private landown- athletic department has much to
er and still has trouble with its offer. The Colonials play in the
elderly neighbors.
Atlantic 10 along with teams such
You can now call yourself a stu- as Dayton, Xavier, Fordham and
dent at one of the most expensive Temple. GW is a contender in
universities in the nation, and if most sports, and if not, they are at
you are smart, can live in one of least competitive.
the most sexually active dorms in
Tell all of your friends at the
the nation. But outside studying, University of Michigan that there
drinking and overrated intern- are other things going on durships there is another important ing the fall besides “Big House”
facet of college life: sports.
football. GW’s fall sports lineup
When fall rolls around, you boasts a number of good teams.
won’t be able to tailgate outside The best sport to watch in the
the GW football stadium in sub- fall is volleyball. The Colonials
zero temperatures. If you are lucky play in the Smith Center and usuyou’ll take a Metro ride to FedEx ally draw a good number of fans.
stadium to see the Washington The crew team dresses in their
Redskins. If you make it to the singlets and usually proceeds to
stadium, congratulations; tickets cheer emphatically for the girls,
to the Skins are harder to find than completely disregarding the score
sober students in Thurston on a or opponent.
Throughout the entire fall,
Friday night.
As most students are from most GW students have their
the New York and New England minds set on one thing: basketball.
areas, it is not difficult to find a Coming off an NCAA tournament
place to watch a football game. run, GW’s basketball teams should
There is an abundance of bars that have good schedules and pretty
show the NFL, and the 96 chan- good seasons. The women’s team
nels that most dorms offer will was able to top Mississippi State in
suffice.
the first round of the NCAA tourEverywhere you turn, there nament but eventually lost to the
will be a Red Sox or a Yankees University of North Carolina in
fan. Please do your best to ignore the second round. Despite losing
leading scorer and All-America
them.
Realizing that Boston and candidate Anna Montañana, the
New York are hours away, every- squad should be able to have a
one is crossing their fingers for the
new boys in the league. With the
See SHERMAN, p. 27

J
S

CI Guide - Summer 2005

SPORTS

26 The GW Hatchet

Professional sports fans revel in D.C.

n Return of baseball
rejuvenating District’s
sports scene
by Joshua Meredith
Senior Staff Writer

Washington, D.C., professional sports went through its version of the Dark Ages from 1999
through 2004. The District had
been devoid of a baseball team
since 1971, and more recently, all

the beltway teams struggled to
even break .500 as the playoffs
became a memory of years past.
Professional sports in the
nation’s capital was at its peak
in the late 1980s into the early
1990s as Redskins head coach
Joe Gibbs led a team that won
two Super Bowls. The Capitals
and Wizards have cracked the
playoffs several times over the
last decade culminating with the
Capitals appearing in the 1998
Stanley Cup Finals.
But since 1998, D.C. sports

teams have not been kind to the
eyes.
However, over the last year
and a half, one of the country’s
most disappointing sports cities
has revived itself, slowly lifting
itself off the canvas.
The rally began with D.C.’s
most popular sports teams, the
Redskins, bringing back a familiar
face. Gibbs, who first coached the
Skins from 1981 to 1992, returned
to the sidelines for the team.
Redskins owner Dan Snyder had
failed by bringing in famed col-

lege coach Steve Spurrier, who
had finished the 2003 season with
a two-year record of 12-20.
Gibbs re-energized the team
and the city even though the
2004-2005 campaign did not go as
planned; the Redskins finished 610. The Redskins, who play at the
super-modern FedEx-Field, are
one of the most colorful franchises in sports. Home games include
the Redskins marching band and
their infamous theme song “Hail
to the Redskins.”
Who could forget the team’s
off-color mascots, the always
well-dressed Hogettes?
Those hoping to catch the
Skins should try to find a friend
with an extra ticket or must be
willing to pay top dollar to secure
a seat.
“Everything is sold out on
TicketMaster,” said junior Jon
Jaffe, who is trying to obtain tickets for the Redskins vs. Oakland
Raiders on Nov. 20. “I have been
trying to get tickets for a couple
of weeks and the cheapest tickets
were $220. I have never tried to
get tickets for a game before, but
this a major pain.”
A slightly easier sport to watch
in-person involves the NBA’s
new “it” team. The city’s biggest surprise last spring was the
Wizards, who reached the second
round of the NBA playoffs. The
team had its first winning season
since 1997-1998 and reached the
playoffs for the first time since
1997. During that 1997 playoff
run they were still known as the
politically incorrect Bullets (the
former name connoted crime in a
crime-plagued city).
The Wiz won 45 games this
season and defeated the Chicago
Bulls in the first round of the
playoffs. In round two, they were
overpowered by the Miami Heat.
The squad was led by Antawn
Jamison, Larry Hughes and
Gilbert Arenas.
“In the beginning of the season they had no expectations, they
couldn’t give the tickets away,”
junior Cole Rubin said. “I was
able to get tickets right behind the
Miami Heat bench in the season’s
home opener for like 10 bucks
over face value. By the end of the
year and the playoffs, games were
sold out. You couldn’t even get a
ticket.”
The Wizards’ struggle in the
late 90s rolled over into the 21st
century. Not even “His Airness,”
Michael Jordan, could help the
depleted franchise.
But Eddie Jordan and a cast of
ACC purebreds have re-invigorated the city with an up-tempo
style of basketball.

“They play a fast-paced game
and really make athletic plays,”
said Rubin.
While the Capitals season
never got off the ground in 20042005 due to the NHL lockout, it
may have been a blessing in disguise. In the team’s last complete
season they finished tied for the
least amount of victories in the
Eastern Conference with just 23.
Since being swept in the 1998
Stanley Cup Finals by the Detroit
Red Wings, the team has consistently gotten worse. Before the
trading deadline the team unloaded its best players, including stars
Jaromir Jagr and Peter Bondra.
Whenever hockey returns to
the District, a young inexperienced team will skate in the MCI
Center, a building not known for
being a hockey fans’ sanctuary.
“I’d rather stay at home and
watch it on TV,” junior Lee Licata
said. “Between how bad the team
is and how bad the arena is, I’d
rather watch curling. There is less
action on the ice at games in the
MCI Center than there is in an
intense curling match.”
For the first time in 34 years,
Robert F. Kennedy stadium hosted a Major League Baseball game
this spring. It was a dream few
could even fathom several years
ago.
When MLB Commissioner
Bud Selig approved moving the
Montreal Expos to Washington,
most of the city was overjoyed
that the nation’s capital would
have the country’s pastime once
again.
The Nats don’t yet have an
owner but are expected to be sold
before the end of the calendar
year. A new stadium is said to
be on its way by 2008 – set to be
built in the Anacostia section of
Southeast Washington.
RFK is similar to Busch Field
and Veterans Stadium – it’s
round and old. The stadium has
struggled to pull itself out of the
1970s.
“It feels awkward and temporary,” said senior Irene Fitzgerald,
who has a 20-game ticket package
and is a die-hard Red Sox fan.
“It’s pretty good for a stadium
not built for baseball, but in our
seats we can’t see the ball in right
field because of the over-hang.
It has weird orange seats and
the pizza is definitely better in
Fenway.”
In a city dominated by college
basketball, the re-birth of professional sports still has work to do.
But for old fans and newcomers
to the District’s sports scene, one
has a lot to look forward to – if
you can find a seat. n

Jeff Baum/senior photo editor

Nationals pitcher John Patterson, and his 2.54 ERA (as of press time), have been
a pleasant surprise for the team this season.
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good season behind the play of A-10
rookie of the year Kim Beck.
The men’s basketball team was
last year’s “it,” said ESPN.com columnist Andy Katz, and validated
the title with an A-10 championship
trophy. No matter what is posted
on GWhoops.com, a popular GW
basketball message board, the team
is not terrible and the coaching staff
will not get fired. If Pops MensahBonsu and Mike Hall decide to pull
out of the NBA draft, the team is
poised to make a run deep into the
NCAA tournament.
With the success of last year,
GW’s schedule will get tougher.
Fans will be able to see the Colonials
at North Carolina State among other
major locations. Locally, the annual
BB&T, which takes place at the MCI
Center, has a changed format. But
the final game will pit the Colonials
against geographic rival Maryland.
On behalf of the GW community, come support your team. There
is nothing like hearing 5,000 screaming Colonial fans scream “you suck”
to an opposing player.
As I said on the sports page to the
departing seniors only weeks ago,
GW sports is not in the Big Ten, does
not have a football team, but is just
good enough. We have said goodbye and now it’s time to welcome
all of the class of 2009 to George
Washington and urge you to take
advantage of all Washington has
to offer. See the Nationals, root for
the Redskins, but most importantly
show the Colonials that you care. n
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starts daily trips to Arlington, Va.The
team does not play in Foggy Bottom,
which makes cheering quite difficult.
The team was knocked out early in
the A-10 tournament despite collecting 39 wins during the regular
season. If you want to make the trip
to Barcroft Park, take the Metro to
Ballston, Va. The field is still a cab
ride away from there.

Crew
On a beautiful spring day, there is
nothing better than watching the
GW crew team on the banks of the
Potomac River. The team has earned
invitations to many of the elite regattas in the nation. Each year, the GW
Invitational takes place during the
Cherry Blossom Festival on the
Georgetown waterfront.

Softball
A program-best 10 wins was the
highlight of the softball team’s season last year. The squad showed
much promise, with new talent such
as Colleen Kegler, Jackie Yaniga and
pitcher Jen Hrycyna. The team holds
home games at the Mount Vernon
Athletic Complex, which is easily
accessible by shuttle.

Lacrosse
The GW lacrosse squad improved
by leaps and bounds last season. The
team, led by Laura Hostetler, qualified for its first A-10 tournament. It
also finished the season 13-5, an alltime best for the program. You can
catch the team at Mount Vernon, a
great activity on a spring day. n
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the entire process.
“Drafting is all about scouting,”
MacMillan said, whose team was
defeated in the second round of the
playoffs by the San Antonio Spurs.
“I give (the scouts) the reins and get
them back when the draft is over.”
While the scouts and coaches
privately discuss the ability of each
player, they are reluctant to share
their thoughts with other coaches
and the media. One scout, under the
condition of anonymity, said he will
never discuss a potential draft pick
with anyone outside the staff.
“I don’t want a team ahead of
me knowing we’ll take someone
and have them mess it up,” the scout
said. “That’s the last thing we want
to be worried about right now.” n

LOCATION

GETTING THERE

HOME TEAMS

EXTRA TIPS

MCI Center

7th and F streets,
N.W.

Take the Red Line Metro to Gallery
Place-Chinatown

Wizards (NBA),
Capitals (NHL),
Mystics (WNBA)

Wizards tickets are easy to come
by and the MCI Center is conveniently located a few Metro stops
from Foggy Bottom

RFK

2400 East Capitol
St. S.E.

Take the Blue or Orange Line to
Stadium-Armory

Nationals (MLB)
DC United (MLS)

Take the Orange Line to Landover or
the Blue Line to Morgan Boulevard.
From Morgan Boulevard, the stadium
is one mile. From Landover, you can
take a shuttle for $5 every 15 min.

Redskins (NFL)

FedEx Field

1600 FedEx Way,
Landover, Md.

Loads of GW students attended
Nationals games in the inaugural season due to cheap ticket
prices. Leave plenty of time when
taking the Metro to RFK - a ride
can take up to 30 minutes.
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Au Bon Pain

Bertucci’s

The Burro

“Is this our 2 o’clock
history class?”

Chateau Florist

Chevy Chase ATM

Cone-E-Island

Expressions

The Gap/Gap Kids

Jewelerswerk Galerie

Kiko’s Shoe Shine

Kinkead’s

La Prima

Metropolitan Optical

One Stop News

Tower Records/Video

The UPS Store

We don’t offer History 101 …
… but 2000 Penn is the easy answer when you’re looking
for a place to shop, eat or just chill out.

Vaccaro’s Italian Pastry

Watch & Band Clinic

Williams The Tailor

www.2000Penn.com

