
by Nathan Brill
Senior Staff Writer

The University has adopted 
a new medical amnesty policy 
that will allow some students to 
receive medical attention for al-
cohol-related problems without 
receiving disciplinary action. 

In order for students to ben-
efit from the program, the inci-
dent must be their first transpor-
tation to the hospital for alcohol 
and they must not be violating 
any other parts of the Code of 
Student Conduct. Instead of be-
ing processed through Student 
Judicial Services, the Center for 
Alcohol and other Drug Educa-
tion will coordinate an adminis-
trative and educational program, 
according to a letter received 
Tuesday by The Hatchet. There 
will be no resulting judicial re-
cord.

“The safety and well-being of 
our students is always our pri-
mary concern, and even though 
we already have numerous stu-
dents making the call for their 
friends and for themselves, I feel 
this policy will eliminate any 
hesitation on the part of students 
to call for medical assistance for 
a friend who is in need,” CADE 
director Brian Hamluk said in a 
news release.

Some students are question-
ing just how far the amnesty ex-
tends. Hillary Golston, a former 
Student Association senator and 
writer of legislation that lobbied 
the University to implement a 

medical amnesty program, said 
that amnesty should extend to 
those who call for medical assis-
tance. In the University’s news 
release, there was no mention 
of amnesty for those who con-
tact EMeRG or might be around 
when they arrive on scene. Stu-
dents reported hearing in hall 
meetings that University offi-
cials would make an effort to 
provide amnesty to those who 
call for help but could not make 
a blanket statement. University 
officials could not be reached for 
comment Tuesday. 

“I think (this policy) is a step 
in the right direction,” sopho-
more Peter Rubenstein said. 
“Whoever is there when EMeRG 
or whoever arrives won’t get in 
trouble, that should probably 
happen.” 

Rubenstein is not alone in 
being unsure about the exact de-
tails of the policy. Golston is also 
awaiting a meeting with SJS of-
ficials to determine if the policy 
meets what she defines as medi-
cal amnesty. Part of this meeting 
will be to better understand the 
fate of these students who call 
for medical help and to under-
stand the ramifications for both 
first-time and repeat offenders, 
Golston said. 

“I think medical amnesty 
would mean that you are exempt 
from judicial sanctions, depend-
ing on the circumstance, this 
is why I want to talk to Terra,” 

by Zach Ahmad
Senior Staff Writer

When freshman Erin Feeley 
went to GW’s bookstore to buy her 
textbooks, she thought $400 would 
cover the bill. 

Instead, the biomedical engi-
neering major ended up paying al-
most $850 for all new, mostly new-
edition books – before receiving a 
single class syllabus.

“It just makes college that much 
more expensive,” Feeley said. “With 
all the stuff you have to buy already, 
to come in on the fi rst day and have 

by Brandon Butler
Campus News Editor

The first day of the 
Panhellenic Association’s soror-
ity recruitment will fall on Sept. 
11, but three sororities and the 
president of the Student Asso-
ciation said the day should be 
reserved for remembrance.

The annual six-day event is 
planned to run from Sept. 11 to 

17 and will kick off with a six-
hour meet-and-greet among pro-
spective Greek-letter women and 
each of GW’s eight sororities. 
The Panhellenic Association, 
which oversees sorority recruit-
ment, said they do not expect 
the Sept. 11 start date, on which 
the thousands of people killed in 
New York and Washington, D.C., 
will be remembered, to affect re-
cruitment.  

“We are sensitive to the fact 
that it is a day that should never 
be forgotten,” said Kelly Shea, 
president of the Panhellenic As-
sociation. “But it is important for 
Greek life to continue to grow on 

this campus and recruitment will 
go ahead as planned.”

Holding the first day of re-
cruitment on the anniversary of 
the attacks initially was unset-
tling to three sororities, but after 
speaking with event organizers, 
the groups’ leaders realized the 
date could not be changed. 

“We’re not opposed to hold-
ing the event that day,” said Leah 
Bloomberg, president of the Al-
pha Epsilon Phi sorority. “We 
just wanted to give our members 
and everyone on campus an op-
portunity to mourn for the vic-

WEDNESDAY
August 31, 2005

Volume 102, No. 5
www.GWHATCHET.com Hatchet

The GW

A N  I N D E P E N D E N T  S T U D E N T  N E W S P A P E R

S E R V I N G  T H E  G E O R G E  W A S H I N G T O N  C O M M U N I T Y  S I N C E  1 9 0 4

What’s the deal with ... 
Those stone bird statues 

adorning campus?
 >> Page 9

insidenews insideopinions insidesports
GW Deli
On-campus food vendor to 
take GWorld
>> page 3

Women’s soccer
Team drops two straight to 
open season
>> page 15

Staff editorial
Alleviate medical amnesty 
ambiguity
>> page 4

Paying for the pages

Rush date contested
n First night of 
sorority rush planned 
for Sept. 11

GW institutes 
amnesty plan

Sam Sherraden/photo editor
Comedian Christian Finnegan riles up the crowd at VH1’s live ver-
sion of “Best Week Ever” in Lisner Auditorium Tuesday night.
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Students wait in line at the GW Bookstore Monday to purchase 
textbooks, which have become increasingly expensive.
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year, GAO says

QuickTakes: SJT’s facial hair

1988   clean-shaven

1991   bushy mustache

1993   diplomatic, mature mustache

1997   fi t and full mustache

1997   salt-and-pepper beard

1999   goatee

2003   clean-shaven

2005   full beard

Behind the beard

   diplomatic, mature mustache

Behind the beard

T o 
s h a v e 
or not to 
shave? 

That was the question 
that University 
President Stephen 
Joel Trachtenberg 
posed to the class of 2009 
at Tuesday’s Freshman 
Convocation in the Smith 

Center. The president, 
who grew a beard 

during the summer 
months, decided 

to let it grow a 
little longer 

this 
year, 

leaving the re-
sponsibility of determining 

the beard’s 
fate to the 

incoming fresh-
men class.

Following a speech 
to freshmen in which he 
intertwined his usual 
humor with advice for 
success and thoughts 
on the future, 
Trachtenberg asked 
students to stand 

See BEARD, p. 13

SJT gives
“control” of 

his facial hair 
to freshmen
by Ben Koppenheffer

Hatchet Reporter


