
by Katie Rooney
Metro Editor

 New Orleans native Charles 
Stewart sat on the steps of the D.C. 
Armory this past weekend, smoking 
a cigarette, wearing a crisp white 
Redskins jersey and expressing his 
thanks for being taken in by the 
District.
 “Since I got to D.C., I got the 
Holy Spirit inside of me. It makes 
you care about people,” Stewart 
said. “It’s a natural high, and it feels 
so good. It’s like a disease and every-
body feels good around me.”
 Stewart, a 50-year-old retired 
Louisiana parkway employee, 
said he was taken to D.C. by “the 
will of God” in a helicopter days 
after Hurricane Katrina ravaged 
his hometown. He said he was ini-
tially mistaken for a looter by the 
National Guard in New Orleans 
until he explained he was holding 
his belongings and waiting to be 
rescued. He has been staying at the 
Armory, the D.C. National Guard’s 
headquarters next to RFK Stadium 
in Southeast Washington, for about 
two weeks.
 “I waded through the rain and 
the water to get to my house, and 
it was alright. But there was no 
water, no electricity and the mosqui-

toes were real bad,” he said. “When 
they picked me up, I thought we 
were going to Houston, but the Lord 
brought me here.”
 Anthony Davidowitz, logistics 
coordinate for the American Red 
Cross of the National Capital Area, 
said a lot of the victims staying in 
the Armory believe they were meant 
to live in D.C. Others, however, 

said that they plan to return to their 
hometowns.
 “A lot of people have said that 
this is the hand of God – he wants 
us to move here,” Davidowitz said. 
“Others said that they have families 
in New Orleans and plan to go back. 
The Red Cross provides assistance in 
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 It’s just after 9 a.m. on a 
Tuesday and the sun is shining, 
which is about all it takes to make 
Eddie Bieber happy.
 Wearing a scruffy pair of 
Reeboks, khaki shorts and – at 
least for the moment – a thin white 
t-shirt, the 93-year-old resident of 
The Schenley has been sitting on 
a wooden bench outside the resi-
dence hall since dawn, just glad to 
be outdoors. 
 “I’m a sun guy – been that way 
my whole life,” he said, recall-
ing a summer job as a lifeguard 
in Virginia. “I’m a beach guy, 
too. Sun, sea, sand and saltwater. 
That’s where you’ll find Eddie.”
 It’s a routine he’s repeated 
nearly every day for as long as he 
can remember, which explains his 
deep tan. Though it’s been a while 
since he’s been to the beach, Bieber 
has found his paradise amid the 
crowds of cars and people on H 
Street across from Kogan Plaza, in 
the heart of GW’s campus. 
 There, as any regular Foggy 
Bottom pedestrian knows, the 
Washington native relaxes in his 
usual spot for hours – tanning, 
reading the newspaper, feeding 
pigeons and chatting endlessly to 
anyone who stops to listen. 
 “I make friends pretty easy 
with most people,” Bieber said. “I 
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Eddie Bieber, 93, sits in his apartment in The Schenley, where he’s lived for 63 years.See BIEBER, p. 7

City welcomes victimsStudents aid 
Va. campaigns n Some refugees say 

‘hand of God’ brought 
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Having just arrived at the D.C. Armory, Erin Sansone (left) signs in with 
Red Cross volunteer Sandra Harris (right) to help Katrina victims write 
resumes and seek employment.

See ARMORY, p. 11

by Sandra Perez
Hatchet Reporter

 This fall, more than 400 stu-
dents in the College Democrats 
and College Republicans are 
scheduled to become foot sol-
diers for their respective candi-
dates in Virginia’s gubernatorial 
race. 
 The Nov. 8 governor election 
between Virginia’s Democratic 
Lt. Gov. Timothy Kaine and the 
state’s former attorney general, 
Republican Jerry Kilgore, has 
drawn GW students to the front-
lines of the each campaign as 
students man phone banks and 
make door-to-door visits in an 
effort to mobilize Virginia vot-
ers.  
 “Campaigning in state elec-
tions is important,” said senior 
Jeff Holth, president of GW’s 
College Republicans. “The grass-
roots politics make the differ-
ence.” 
 The College Republicans 
will travel to Virginia every 
Saturday in the month leading 
up to Election Day, Holth said. 
In a coordinated effort with the 
Republican National Committee, 
GW’s Republican supporters will 
join students from Georgetown 
University and American 

University to help get the word 
out on Kilgore’s conservative 
platform.
 Senior Stacey Garfinkle, presi-
dent of GW’s College Democrats, 
said her group will also visit 
Virginia every weekend to meet 
with potential voters to support 
Kaine and other democratic cam-
paigns.
 “(Virginia’s) entire House 
of Delegates is up for election,” 
Garfinkle said. “It’s important 
because there is nothing going 
on in D.C. or in Maryland, but 
everything is at stake in Virginia 
so it’s important to get democrats 
in at every (political) level pos-
sible.”
 Local, state and federal elec-
tions typically draw more stu-
dents to two of the largest stu-
dent organizations on campus. 
Last year, the College Democrats 
sent 150 students to Florida to 
campaign for 2004 presidential 
candidate John Kerry. Students 
said their involvement in cam-
paigns helps them exercise their 
duties as American citizens.
 “I joined the College 
Democrats because I find that 
progress is evident in the political 
involvement of today’s youth,” 
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 Police believe they have identified the 
murderer of two GW athletes who were 
killed in December 1988, FOX 5 reported.
 Alfredo Prieto, who has been on death 
row in California since 1992 for an unrelat-
ed killing, has been linked to the murders 
of GW baseball player Warren Fulton and 
soccer player Rachel Raver, FOX 5 reported 
Friday. DNA evidence also links him to the 
murder of Veronica Jefferson, a teacher.
 Five years ago, when Arlington offi-
cials entered DNA samples into a data-
base, they were able to determine that the 
killer of Raver and Fulton, and the killer 
of Jefferson, was the same person. Earlier 
this year, police were able to connect the 
killings to Prieto – who raped and killed a 
15-year old girl Ontario, Calif., girl – when 
DNA from that scene was entered into a 
national database, FOX 5 reported.
 On Dec. 3, 1988, Raver and Fulton were 
abducted from an alley near a downtown 
D.C. bar called Mister Days and were taken 
to Reston, Va., where the assailant raped 
Raver and killed both students.
 Matt Raver, Rachel’s brother, told FOX 5 
that the discovery of Prieto is like “a weight 
off our shoulders.”
 Virginia police officials visited Prieto 
in California last week for an interview. 
Though Prieto declined to talk, they were 
able to obtain a sample of his DNA. If his 
DNA matches the DNA from the crime 
scenes of the three murders, Virginia state 
officials said they will move for extradi-
tion.

–Ryan Holeywell

Police may have 
solved deaths of 
two GW students


