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University after hours
n Dozens see another
side of GW working
late at night

by Katie Rooney
Metro Editor

by Andrew Breza
Hatchet Reporter

At 3 a.m., when most students
are sound asleep, Jose Flores still
has three hours of work until his
shift ends.
For 10 years, the El Salvador
native has been working as the
graveyard-shift lot attendant at
GW’s H Street parking garage.
To pass the time between 5 p.m.
and 6 a.m., Flores listens to a radio and reads the newspaper.
“I like weekends,” said
Flores, who hopes to retire in
two years. “Usually the weeknights are pretty slow, but there
are some people who are out.”
In fact, GW is a flurry of activity on any given night.
From the Mount Vernon
shuttle drivers driving an empty
bus to and from the two campuses at 4 a.m. to the 90 housekeeping employees that work across
the GW campuses between 10:30
p.m. and 7 a.m., University employees are hard at work at night
while many students are dreaming away in their sleep.

Mayor supports
Square 54 plan
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Janitor Thomas Davis, a GW employee of 16 years, worked
Saturday night from 11 p.m. to 7 a.m. in the Marvin Center.
“People ask me how can I
come in at night and do the same
thing over and over,” said Zak
Johnson Jr., the Marvin Center ’s
night manager. “Well, if it were
the same thing, I wouldn’t be
able to do it. Every night is different.”
March 2006 will usher in
Johnson’s 25th year as the Marvin Center ’s night manager, a

position that did not exist prior
to his arrival. The schedule of
events is always changing, requiring extensive overnight disassembly and set-ups, Johnson
said.
“No matter what happened
earlier today, to me, it’s yesterday,” Johnson said. “That night
See NIGHT, p. 12

D.C. Mayor Anthony Williams said he supports GW’s initiatives for developing the old
hospital site and thinks Foggy
Bottom community members
should ease up on their criticisms
of the University.
“It’s easy for me to say this
because I’m not running for reelection, but I think the community has been a little hard on
the University,” Williams said
in an Oct. 5 interview with The
Hatchet.
Williams, who rents an
apartment in Foggy Bottom, announced this month that he will
not be running for a third mayoral term next year. Williams said
he thinks using Square 54, the
vacant lot located across from the
Foggy Bottom Metro station, for
commercial development, as GW
has proposed, would be beneficial to the city. He spoke briefly
to The Hatchet last Wednesday
following his weekly press briefing.
While the mayor admitted
that the University’s development has compromised some of
the local community, he said he
sees the University as an institution that gives a lot back to the
community and the city, especially since it is the second-largest employer in the District.
“Certainly you can say that

a part of Foggy Bottom has been
lost,” Williams said. “But sometimes we need to let a good thing
be. It would help the city with
our taxes and business, and I
commend (University) President
(Stephen Joel) Trachtenberg.”
Local residents have criticized the University for wanting
to use the land for investment
purposes by creating retail, office space and market-rate apartments as opposed to using it for
additional classroom space and
meeting housing requirements.
Due to an increased undergraduate population during the
past 20 years, the University has
expanded its campus outside of
its official boundaries, irritating
local residents who have lived in
the area for years. Residents have
fought the University’s development initiatives and have complained about it not being able to
keep its students and classrooms
within campus boundaries; they
believe building dorms and academic buildings on Square 54
would aid the situation.
In response to Williams’ statements, community members said
they doubted the mayor’s understanding of issues between residents and the community, even if
he does live in the neighborhood.
Williams, since first being elected
in 1998, has drawn criticism for
his perceived prizing of business
See WILLIAMS, p. 12
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EMeRG staff members express their discontent over SA allocations in J Street Thrusday night. The
group recieved $6,600 this year from the Student Assocation after requesting $12,000.

EMeRG in crossﬁre

n Group says it’s
involved in political
battle over funding
by Jenette Axelrod
and Brandon Butler
Senior Staff Writers

EMeRG leaders said they are
caught in the middle of a political
ﬁght between the Student Association and GW administrators that
could put students’ health at risk.

insidenews

For the last three years, the SA
Senate has not given EMeRG, the
student-run Emergencey Medical
Response Group, the amount of
money its members have initially
requested. EMeRG is funded by
both the SA and the University, but
its members fear their role might
change if the SA continues to cut its
funding. SA senators who opposed
giving EMeRG increased funds said
the University should be fully funding the operational costs of the organization, but EMeRG ofﬁcials said
they want to remain a student orga-
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nization subsidized by the SA.
“The SA is withholding funding
from (EMeRG) because they feel like
they do not want to pick up after the
University’s slack,” said senior Matt
Chow, the group’s public relations
supervisor. “But it is not fair to put
us in the middle, and it is hurting
our ability to save students’ lives.”
EMeRG initially asked for $12,000
to pay for medical equipment, social
events and EMeRG uniforms. The
group was allocated $4,000 by the
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GW senior Erynn Clapp slide-tackles Dayton forward Dara Elk
during the Colonials’ 1-0 loss on Oct. 7. The team played
despite heavy rain and puddles on the field.
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