
by Sam Salkin
Senior Staff Writer

 Though hundreds of items have 
been confiscated from rooms, and 
parents and students have com-
plained to the University about this 
month’s health and safety inspec-
tions, GW has no plans of creating 
an appeals process to reclaim con-
fiscated items deemed dangerous.
 The inspections, designed to 
remove potentially dangerous items 

from student housing, are about 
halfway complete, said Nancy 
Haaga, director of Institutional 
and Auxiliary Services. Rebecca 
Sawyer, assistant dean of students, 
said 436 items have already been 
confiscated and given to a charity, 
though Haaga placed the number 
at about 300. About 80 percent of 
the items taken from students are 
halogen lamps and candles, Haaga 
said, adding that items are given to 
Goodwill.
 University officials defended 
the inspections and confiscations, 
reiterating that students were 
warned of the first round of inspec-
tions and that prohibited items 
would be confiscated. Haaga said it 

is students’ responsibility to ensure 
safety in the residence halls. 
 Haaga said the first round of 
inspections, along with a prohib-
ited items list, were announced 
through various means including 
e-mails and posters, but that future 
inspections will not be announced.
 “Ultimate responsibility for 
ensuring compliance with reason-
able health and safety require-
ments rests with each resident,” 
Haaga wrote in an e-mail Friday. 
“Health and safety inspections are 
not intended to be a substitute for 
such responsibility. Residents are 
responsible for complying with all 

by Brandon Butler
Campus News Editor

University President Stephen 
Joel Trachtenberg said Friday he 
wants to cancel the May Monumen-
tal graduation ball to help pay for 
a Commencement ceremony that 
could cost $150,000 more than it has 
in previous years. 

The announcement, which was 
made at Friday’s Board of Trustees 
meeting, comes nearly a month after 
the National Park Service confirmed 

that the Ellipse would not be avail-
able for the May 21 graduation cer-
emony. Trachtenberg called for the 
cancellation of the annual gradua-
tion party held in Union Station in 
an effort to offset the increased costs 
for Commencement; the cancellation 
is not yet final. 

The University is planning on 
holding the University-wide gradu-
ation ceremony on the Mall in an 
area between 4th and 7th streets in 
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The older crowd

Univ. monitors spending

by Melissa Meyer
Hatchet Reporter

 Some students say they feel 
old when they get to college. But 
compared to most roaming Foggy 
Bottom, some students feel really 
old.
 This semester 355 part-time 
degree-seeking and 753 non-degree-
seeking students are enrolled in 
graduate and undergraduate cours-

es. Many are not typical college stu-
dents, primarily because they are 
much older than most of the 20-
somethings who call GW home. 
 “Sometimes I feel really old,” 
said Justin VanDyke, a 30-year-old 
junior, who had some credits trans-
ferred from University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee.
 “I love it here,” VanDyke added. 
“Most of the time I just don’t think 
about it, and I go about my business, 
and my classmates go about theirs.” 
 University officials said they 
encourage what they call older, 
“non-traditional” students to attend 
classes at GW because it enhanc-
es the educational experience for 

everyone. 
 “I have always found hav-
ing diverse perspectives, includ-
ing those of older students, to be a 
great benefit in the classroom,” said 
Craig Linebaugh, association vice 
president for Academic Planning 
and Development. “The experience 
that comes with a little more living 
often produces different views and 
insights.” 
 Linebaugh said non-traditional 
students are usually people who 
want to explore coursework to learn 
more about subject before pursuing 
a degree; people who are taking 

by Brandon Butler
Campus News Editor

 The University will hire an additional finan-
cial advisor to monitor top University officials’ 
spending, said Charles Manatt, chairman of 
GW’s Board of Trustees, at its first meeting of 
the academic year on Friday. 
 While the move is not a direct response 
to former American University President Ben 
Ladner’s alleged frivolous spending that result-
ed in his removal from office, GW will be keep-
ing a “closer eye” on how University President 
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg and other top admin-
istrators are paid and spend University money, 
the school’s legal counsel said.
 “We’re watching the American University 
situation,” said Dennis Blumer, vice president 
and general counsel. “What we’re doing is 
what we’ve always done, and we are continu-
ally looking for new data to be used to assist in 
our process.”
 This year the University will add a sec-
ond financial consultant to review data from 
University tax records and compare it to other 
schools to determine salary wages and monitor 
administrative spending, said Executive Vice 
President and Treasurer Louis Katz. 
 Manatt announced that the “compensation 
review assistant” will be created in an effort 
for the University community to better under-
stand the politics and guidelines in determin-
ing administrative salaries. He said the search 
for a financial consultant has begun and by the 
board’s next meeting in February a consultant 
would be in place.
 “We’re creating a system to explain to the 
board and the University community so people 
will know how they are being paid,” Manatt 

told the Board of Trustees at its meeting at the 
Elliott School of International Affairs building.
 In early October, the American University 
Board of Trustees dismissed Ladner after an 
audit of his spending revealed he used uni-
versity funds for European vacations, personal 
limousine services, and expensive wines and 
dinners among other expenditures. American’s 
Board of Trustees has requested a $125,000 
reimbursement from Ladner, according to a 
report in The Washington Post.
 Manatt said Trachtenberg is under no 
investigation for misuse of University funds. 
Trachtenberg receives numerous benefits as 
University president, including the use of a 
University-owned Lexus sport utility vehicle 
with a driver and rent-free living in a mansion 
on Bancroft Place near Embassy Row. 
 “The University owns a driver who drives 
me while on University business. The University 
has a house which I get to live in as long as I 
continue to be president,” Trachtenberg said 
after the board meeting.  
 “It’s not my car, and it’s not my house. 
Other than that I get all the standard benefits of 
the rest of the University staff.”
 In 2003, Trachtenberg, the University’s 
highest paid administrator, was compensated 
$564,302 and received more than $70,000 in 
University benefits. Vice President of Public 
Health and University Provost John “Skip” 
Williams was the next highest-paid official 
and was compensated $516,304 and received 
$27,708 in benefits, according to University tax 
forms from 2003, the last year for which com-
pensation figures are available. 
 Katz said safeguards are in place at GW to 
protect against frivolous spending by admin-
istrators, and Trachtenberg said “good sense, 
prudence and alert trustees” would ensure that 
what happened at American University would 
not occur at GW. 
 “When a melancholy situation like that 

GW may cancel 
Monumental

Sam Sherraden/photo editor
“Daily Show” host Jon Stewart stirred up parents and students at the Smith 
Center Friday night, making fun of religion, President Bush and homophobia.  
An estimated 8,000 tickets were sold. See story p. 13.

CRASSCOMEDIAN
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(From left) Patricia Gurne, President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg and 
Chairman Charles Manatt listen to women’s basketball coach Joe 
McKeown at the Board of Trustees meeting Friday morning.  
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