
by Robert Parker
Hatchet Reporter

A new student organization is 
trying to persuade GW to lessen its 
penalties for drug violations, partic-
ularly for students who lose Univer-
sity housing after being caught with 
marijuana in their dorm rooms.

Students in GW’s chapter of the 
National Organization for the Reform 
of Marijuana Laws said they are criti-
cal of GW’s policy against marijuana 
use because students can be evicted 
from campus after one drug offense. 

Junior Ronald Fisher, GW NORML 
president, said he thinks drug viola-
tions involving marijuana should be 
treated similarly to an alcohol viola-
tion.

“The fact that the University al-
lows several alcohol violations be-
fore being kicked out of residence 
halls but has a zero-tolerance policy 
for marijuana is ridiculous,” he said.

GW NORML, whose member-
ship has grown to about 155 students 
since it began this year, is appealing 
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by Sandra Perez
Hatchet Reporter

 In the event of a terrorist attack or major 
national disaster, GW officials have long 
recognized the need to protect University 
network and computing systems. But in 
the disastrous wake of Hurricanes Katrina 
and Rita, colleges around the country are 
evaluating the safety of their own technol-
ogy services. 
 While most institutions are prepared 
for local disasters such as fires and floods, 
many schools haven’t taken the necessary 
steps to get their information technology 
systems up and running quickly in the face 
of widespread geographic disasters, said 
Mike Makos, vice president for outsourcing 
and application hosting at SunGard SCT, a 
company that provides backup computing 
for colleges and businesses. In the after-
math of last month’s hurricanes, Makos 
said 284 Gulf Coast-area businesses and 
schools contracted with SunGard appealed 
to the company for technology help.
 “When tech is out of operation, the 

institution is very much out of business,” 
Makos said. “Students take for granted 
access to information and courses anytime 
day or night.” 
 Following the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, 
GW administrators recognized the need to 
revamp the University’s information tech-
nology recovery plans to ensure the avail-
ability of its systems in the face of disaster. 
In order to make the University’s informa-
tion technology more resilient, Information 
Systems and Services oversaw the construc-
tion of a new data center on GW’s Ashburn, 
Va., campus as a mirrored backup to the 
primary center in Foggy Bottom.
 “Very few schools have dual centers; 
particularly dual production centers 30 or 
more miles apart,” said Alexa Kim, execu-
tive director of Information Systems and 
Services Technology Services. “Some have 
smaller recovery centers or agreements 
with commercial providers or other univer-
sities for space in case of a disaster.”
 In August, CIO Magazine named GW’s 
ISS one of its 2005 Bold 100 award recipi-
ents for the University’s upgrades in infor-
mation technology. Following GW’s initia-
tive, the University of Michigan is building 
its own backup computing center about 10 
miles from campus.

 “We are increasingly trying to distrib-
ute our systems into different data cen-
ters so that everything isn’t located in one 
place – different services require different 
kinds of emergency responses,” said Kitty 
Bridges, University of Michigan’s associate 
vice president of technology services.
 Michigan, which has a contract with 
SunGard SCT to provide backup services, 
is also looking to get backup services from 
other schools, such as the University of 
Washington, in order to exchange servers in 
case one goes down. 
 “I would say that we have planned for 
the kind of emergencies that we have seen 
up until now such as a fire in a building, or 
a power outage, but many of us have not 
planned for a total catastrophe,” Bridges 
said. “Most universities have done some-
thing and are now looking for something 
new.”
 The most important step in information 
technology recovery is to restore an institu-
tion’s “.edu” domain Web address, Makos 
said. Schools can then begin to reload their 
most critical applications, such as payroll 
systems and student information sites. At 
GW, Kim said the restoration of communi-
cation systems such as GWeb, myGW and 
Colonial Mail take priority. n

by Catherine Villnave
Hatchet Staff Writer

 Chipotle is one of several ven-
ues the University is considering to 
install in the vacant Quigley’s build-
ing at 21st and G streets. Workers 
will start renovations on Quigley’s 
in January to transform it into a new 
food venue and GWorld partner.
 Tracy Schario, director of Media 
Relations, said the University received 
proposals from 10 food companies 
to create a venue at Quigley’s, but 
she declined to mention names of 
potential restaurants. Chris Arnold, 
a spokesman for Chipotle Mexican 
Grill Inc., however, confirmed that 
the popular burrito restaurant is one 
of the companies that has been in 
touch with GW.
 “The University would like to 

have us,” said Arnold, whose official 
title is director of hoopla, hype & 
ballyhoo for Chipotle. “But there is 
nothing concrete.” 
 Arnold added that he expected 
negotiations to continue for a couple 
more months before a deal could 
be established, but said Chipotle 
would be very interested in opening 
a venue on campus.
 “It’s a good location,” he said. 
“We’d love to see it work out.”
 Chipotle is familiar with stu-
dent dining, since its first venue 
was located near the University of 
Denver in 1993. The nearest Chipotle 
to GW’s Foggy Bottom campus is at 
1837 M St. 
 The University is hoping to com-
plete a deal with one of the potential 
10 venues by the end of the year 
and begin construction in January 
2006. The new eatery will be open 
and operational about a year after 
construction starts, Schario said.
 “Once we announce the vendor, 
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Despite the cold and drizzly weather Tuesday night, more than 30 drag queens sprinted down 17th 
Street between P and Q streets. JR’s Bar and Grill sponsors the event every October. See story, p. 3.

FANCYPANTS

Freshman 
Dan Dabiri 
and NORML 
President junior 
Ronald Fisher 
give out in-
formation to 
junior Meredith 
Conway regard-
ing marijuana 
legislation last 
Tuesday after-
noon in Kogan 
Plaza.
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Macedonian pianist Simon Trpceski bows to 
a full house in the Jack Morton Auditorium 
Tuesday night.  Born in 1979, Trpceski has es-
tablished himself as one of the most promising 
young pianists.  Story at www.gwhatchet.com.
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