Hatchet
The GW

MONDAY
October 31, 2005

Volume 101, No. 23
www.GWHATCHET.com

The Omni Shoreham?
The Willard? Get
the scoop on D.C.’s
haunted locales
>> Page 7

A N I N D E P E N D E N T S T U D E N T N E W S PA P E R

S E R V I N G T H E G E O R G E W A S H I N G T O N C O M M U N I T Y S I N C E 19 0 4

GW readies for
ﬂu epidemic

NAVYSTYLE

by Emily Green
Senior Staff Writer

Sam Sherraden/photo editor

(From left) Junior Justin Wash, junior Brendan Smith, junior Jim Muller and sophomore Paul Denaro
put the flags away at the annual celebration of the foundation of the Marines and the Navy at the
Metro Center Marriott Friday night.

Almost 90 years ago, GW
was forced to shut down for
a month in the face of a devastating Spanish flu epidemic.
With news headlines warning
about the threat of avian flu, the
University has formed a task
force to deal with a potential
outbreak of the disease on campus.
The group, an outgrowth of
the Medical Center ’s Infectious
Disease Ad Hoc Committee, will
recommend to the University
long- and short-term strategies in topics including communications preparedness and
medical contingency plans, said
John “Skip” Williams, provost
and vice president for health
affairs. The task force’s first official meeting will take place this
week.
“We will liaison with the

Students work as movie extras
n Extras say acting
roles not as glamorous
as expected
by Skyler Tulchin
Hatchet Reporter

When students are at the movies watching “The Visiting,” being filmed on campus this month,
they might not only see Nicole
Kidman, but also some of their
fellow students.
More than a dozen students
have been cast as extras for the
filming of the science fiction movie starring Kidman, said junior
Adam Linet, who was cast as an
extra. Kidman plays Carol, a D.C.

psychiatrist who discovers the
origin of an alien epidemic.
While some students have a
positive preconceived notion of
making an appearance in a major
motion picture, sophomore Alex
Tatum, who was hired to be an extra last week, said the work was
not as glamorous as expected.
“Extras are just bodies,” Tatum said after 10 hours of filming
on 23rd Street Tuesday. “You have
to hurry up and get ready, get into
your position, and then you have
to stand there and wait.”
Senior Laura Feder will be
filming with the crew of “The Visiting” this week and said even if
she is just an extra, she’s excited
to be in the film.
“This is my dream,” said Fed-

Translating
trick-or-treat

er, who will earn a theater minor
in May. “Even though I’m only an
extra, this will bring me one step
closer.”
Feder said scores of GW students applied to be extras by going to a casting call, getting a head
shot and then waiting for a return
phone call weeks later.
Tatum, a sophomore member
of the student drama club Generic
Theatre Company, said inclement weather Tuesday may have
contributed to the less-than-stellar experience. She said being an
extra requires a great deal of patience.
“They paid us to just stand
there and exist,” Tatum said.
“They filmed the scene for about
10 hours, and they probably only

got about 10 seconds of footage.”
Extra acting does not necessarily mean schmoozing with the
Hollywood stars either, Tatum
learned.
“The guy standing next to me
accidentally bumped into Nicole
Kidman,” Tatum said of her closest encounter with the actress.
Even though extras do not
have a major role in a given movie, Alice Ellis, president of Alice
Ellis Casting Agency, said extras
are cast to specific requirements.
“If we were filming a beer
commercial, we would hire different extras than we would hire for
a Mylanta commercial,” said Ellis,
who is head of the Los AngelesSee EXTRAS, p. 6

STRONGMAN

by Nicole Wetherell
Senior Staff Writer
Trick-or-treating along Embassy Row is not the
average door-to-door walk. It’s more like a trip around
the world.
If a student is going trick-or-treating, Embassy Row
is the place to go. Or, at least that’s what people say.
Every country doesn’t celebrate Halloween, so not
every embassy participates in the candy-dispensing tradition. Some embassies on the row that are not giving out
candy this year include those of Australia, Papua New
Guinea, Estonia and Luxembourg.
Adding to the excitement of trick-or-treating at the
embassies are the rumors that have arisen about the
special Halloween treats some embassies give out. One
of the most popular rumors among students is that the
Russian Embassy greets trick-or-treaters with miniature
bottles of vodka.
“It is 100 percent absurd,” said Russian Embassy
Press Representative Yevgeniy Khorishko. “We understand the laws of your country and we would never give
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Junior Daryn Liu lifts a 400-pound tire in GW’s Strongman Competition in
University Yard Saturday afternoon. The event, sponsored by the GW Spirit
Program, included tire throws, keg tosses and truck pulls.

Centers for Disease Control
in Atlanta, the World Health
Organization and the D.C.
Department of Health so that
we have the latest information
and recommendations on which
to base our actions,” Williams
said. “The task force will come
out with specific recommendations.”
In 1918 a Spanish flu outbreak, the worst flu outbreak of
the 20th century, caused an estimated 25 million deaths worldwide. More than 500,000 people
died in the United States, and the
D.C. Health Department forced
the city’s universities to close in
October of that year in response
to the epidemic. The disease was
known for being particularly
dangerous to young adults, a
group usually less susceptible to
complications from the flu than
younger and older age groups.
Two GW hospital workers died
See FLU, p. 3

Bushes
coming
to GW
by Ryan Holeywell
Senior News Editor

Former President George
H.W. Bush and his wife Barbara
will speak at the May 21
Commencement ceremony, the
University announced Friday.
“President and Mrs. Bush
represent role models for generations,” University President
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg said
in a statement. “Their dedication
to public service; their strength
as individuals and as a couple;
their strong family values and
their faith in America have left an
indelible, positive mark on our
country and the world. We are
honored to have them address
our 2006 graduating class.”
Michael Freedman, vice
president of Communications,
said it is still unknown where
Commencement will be held.
Earlier this academic year, the
National Park Service disclosed
that the Ellipse is not an option
for the 2006 ceremony.
“(I’m)
very
excited,”
Freedman said. “I think it’s a
stunning combination for our
Commencement. The interesting
thing about it was this was in the
works before we knew about the
Ellipse.”
Freedman said, “President
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg asked
the Bushes, and they said yes. It
was all President Trachtenberg’s
doing.”
GW typically announces
graduation speakers in the beginning of May. With a venue still
uncertain, University officials
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