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“Full House” actor Bob Saget gets
laugh-out-loud raunchy in standup act
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sorority
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by Jessica Calefati
Senior Staff Writer

by Michael Barnett
Editor in chief

The May 21 Commencement ceremony
will take place on the Mall, University officials announced late Wednesday afternoon.
The announcement ends a month
and a half of uncertainty about where the
University’s annual graduation ceremony
would be held. In September, National Park
Service confirmed to The Hatchet that the
Ellipse, the site of every graduation ceremony but one since 1992, would be unavailable
in May because of construction.
More than 20,000 graduates and their
families and friends will sit on the Mall
between 4th and 7th streets and listen to keynote speakers former President George H.W.
Bush and his wife Barbara. Attendees will be
situated between the Capitol building and
Washington Monument.
“The combination of the National Mall
as our primary site and former President
George Bush and former first lady Barbara
Bush as our keynote speakers sets the stage
for an extraordinary weekend for our graduates and their families,” University President
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg said in a news
statement.
Michael Freedman, GW’s vice president
of Communications, said there was “nearunanimous student sentiment for maintaining a unique outdoor venue in Washington.”
University officials breathed a sigh of
relief when they landed the Mall, but they
will have to do some creative planning to
ensure everyone in attendance can see and
hear the ceremony.
Since the Mall is a much narrower space
than the Ellipse, some attendees may be sitting blocks away from Trachtenberg and the
Bushes. Officials are exploring the placement
of large television screens and speakers along
the event site. Side bleachers near the stage
are also a possibility.
“A lot of the details are still to be worked
out on this,” Freedman said in an interview
Wednesday night.
Last month, Trachtenberg estimated at
a Board of Trustees meeting that hosting
Commencement on the Mall would cost an
additional $150,000. n
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Freshman John Holsapple campaigns along with other GW College Democrats for
now-Virginia Governor-elect Tim Kaine outside the University of Virginia’s Carl Smith
Center Saturday afternoon. See story online at www.GWHATCHET.com.

The Sigma Delta Tau sorority’s National
Council suspended last week all activities of its
GW chapter, the University said Wednesday.
The sorority’s president is also no longer with
the group.
The National Council enacted the suspension on Nov. 4 to address concerns related to
“general chapter operations and reports of risk
management violations,” said Tracy Schario,
GW’s director of Media relations. Schario did
not elaborate on why the sorority’s activities
were suspended, and whether the “risk management violations” involved hazing.
Junior Erin Mavian, who as of Wednesday
was listed on the Student Activities Center
Web site as the chapter’s president, said in an
e-mail she could not comment on the situation
See SDT, p. 3

Eye of the beholder

n Students’ Facebook content lands them in hot water
with judicial departments
by Eric Roper
Hatchet Reporter

Editor’s note: This article is the first in a
two-part series on who may be reading students’ Facebook profiles. Read Monday’s edition
for part two.
Almost a year and a half after the creation of Facebook, some students may be
surprised to learn that they can be punished for having their picture or personal
information displayed online.
Facebook – an online college networking Web site that allows students to publish
a profile, photos, contact information and
interests – may seem like fun and games,
but students may not be aware that colleges
and universities around the country can

and have charged students with judicial
violations for information appearing on
their accounts.
A University employee who requested anonymity because he didn’t want to
jeopardize his job said that last year, a
community facilitator visited her residents’
Facebook profiles, clicked on links they had
posted to online photo albums and tried to
take disciplinary action against them for
smoking marijuana based on their photos.
“Based upon the pictures, I said ... ‘you
can’t tell if something is a drug or a cigarette,’” the employee told The Hatchet.
The employee said he doesn’t believe
there is a “widespread conspiracy” at GW
to get students in trouble based on Facebook
content and that he only knows of the one
CF engaging in the practice. But he warned,
“Be aware that anything you put on there,
anyone in the University can see.”
Last spring, members of APES and
Sigma Alpha Mu, two unrecognized fraternities, both received letters from Student
Judicial Services concerning their organiza-

tions’ alleged use of drugs and alcohol.
Tara Woolfson, director of Student
Judicial Services, said at the time that GW
uses “a number of methods including
Facebook” to ascertain the names of members in these fraternities.
Other colleges and universities are taking harsher stances on Facebook actions.
Recently at Duquesne University, a Catholic
university in Pittsburgh, Ryan Miner was
held accountable for his post on a Facebook
group in which he described homosexuality as “subhuman.” The Duquesne school
newspaper reported that the post had violated the University’s code of conduct and
that the school asked Miner to write a
10-page paper describing “the viewpoints
both for and against homosexuality.” Miner
appealed the decision and will eventually
receive a new trial.
At Fisher University in Boston, the
president of the student government was
recently expelled based on comments that
See FACEBOOK, p. 10

Honoring the missing

n Veterans, volunteers
honor missing soldiers
by selling memorabilia
by Gabriel Okolski
Senior Staff Writer

The GW student on a casual
stroll near the Vietnam and Lincoln
memorials is likely to notice a few
stands selling an array of pins and
patches from the Vietnam War. But
there’s more to the makeshift storefronts than tiny pieces of memorabilia.
“By the end of the Vietnam
War, there were 2,300 troops missing,” said Don “Smitty” Smith,
who works at one of the booths
and is a board member of the group
Rolling Thunder Motorcycle RallyWashington, D.C. “We hope people
will leave here with more information about the past of the (prisonerof-war) issue, as people are still look-
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ing for remains.”
Smith said the booths expanded
out of makeshift vigils created by
veterans and their friends and family
members after the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial was built in 1982. Rolling
Thunder, founded in 1987, operates
three of the four remaining locations
near the memorial. Smith, who is in
charge of managing the booths, said
he and his fellow volunteers’ primary mission is educating the public
about the more than 1,000 troops
who were left behind in Vietnam.
“A lot of times we have high
school tours coming through and
sometimes teachers get the kids to
stop here and ask us questions,” said
Smith, who was in the U.S. Marine
Corps during Vietnam but was never
deployed to the region.
Besides educating the public,
Smith said he and his volunteers
also have a duty to console veterans
who are making their trip to the
somber reminder of lost troops for
the first time.
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“I have, on several occasions,
locked the booth up because I could
tell a guy needed some emotional
support,” Smith said. “Some guys
come here from as far away as
California and don’t have it in them
to take that walk.”
Rolling Thunder began with
plans for a 1988 motorcycle rally to
honor veterans and soldiers who
were missing in action. Since then,
the event has grown in size from
25,000 bikers to more than 600,000,
Smith said, and the group has
pushed for increased awareness on
the POW-MIA movement that seeks
to ascertain the fate of the thousands
of servicemen and women who were
captured or went missing in past
wars. POW-MIA is short for prisoner
of war-missing in action.
Smith said Rolling Thunder lobbies for POW-MIA issues and contributes money to charitable organizations and veterans’ causes – a
See VIETNAM, p. 9
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A man who wished to remain anonymous sells an array of pins
and patches from the U.S. Armed Services in front of the Lincoln
Memorial Wednesday morning.
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