
by Amanda Limmer
Hatchet Staff Writer

Six years running, second-year 
graduate student Will Alexander has 
never paid a dime of tuition to GW.

Alexander, who graduated in 
2004 with a bachelor’s degree in 
mechanical engineering, received 
four years of free tuition through a 
GW scholarship for D.C. high school 
students. Now, as a presidential ad-
ministrative fellow, he’s earning an 
MBA – again, for free, save for a few 
credits worth of tuition.

The total value of his tuition, ex-
cluding room and board, is close to 
$170,000, but University administra-
tors said he has earned his keep.

 “He is one of those kids who 
will have a great career and we are 
delighted we made a bet on him,” 
University President Stephen Joel 
Trachtenberg said.

A former GW cheerleader, 2002 

Colonial Inauguration Cabinet 
member, bowling mechanic in the 
Hippodrome and fraternity member, 
Alexander said he’s always dreamed 
big. 

With a stocky build, bulging bi-
ceps and an ever-present smile, Al-
exander is a ubiquitous spokesman 
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Bistro 
comes 
to GW

by Katie Rooney
Metro Editor

 GW will house an American-
style bistro in the vacant Quigley’s 
building at 21st and G streets after 
concluding an extensive search 
for a vendor, University officials 
announced Tuesday night.
 The bistro, called TONIC 
Restaurant, will be based off another 
TONIC located in Mount Pleasant 
in Northwest D.C. GW alumnus 
Jeremy Pollok, a co-founder of the 
restaurant, said that like the TONIC 
in Mount Pleasant, GW’s new res-
taurant will aim to have a commu-
nity feel, and its décor and menu 
will reflect Foggy Bottom’s character 
as well as the history of Quigley’s, 
which used to be a pharmacy.
 “The main thing that we like 
about TONIC is the atmosphere,” 
he said. “It has a neighborhood feel 
that you just develop over time and 
that’s what I’d like to bring to GW.”
 TONIC plans to offer comfort 
foods such as sloppy joe’s, hot 
dogs, macaroni and cheese, vegetar-
ian dishes, lox and bagels, gourmet 
pizza, omelets and pancakes, accord-
ing to the release. It will be open for 
breakfast, lunch and dinner seven 
days a week. While Pollok said the 
restaurant will not be open 24 hours, 
the hours of operation could be from 
as early as 6 a.m. to as late as 4 a.m. 
 Pollok also said that he will be 
applying for a liquor license and 
hopes to serve wine, beer and lim-
ited hard alcohol at GW’s TONIC. 
The restaurant at Mount Pleasant 
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Will Alexander, a graduate student, pulls a 16,000-pound GW trolley 20 
feet across Kogan Plaza last month for Hurricane Katrina relief.

GW’s poster boy
n Graduate student is a 
ubiquitous presence on 
campus

by Catherine Villnave
Senior Staff Writer

D.C. resident Allison Wolfe said it was the 
diversity of the Mount Pleasant neighborhood, 
located in Northwest between 16th Street and 
the National Zoo, that persuaded her to move 
there about 10 years ago. But now she said a 
real estate boom in the area is starting to push 
out the minority residents.

A look today at the main drag of the neigh-
borhood, Mount Pleasant Street, illustrates the 

diversity that 
captivated Wolfe 
about a decade 
ago. Stores along 

the strip are owned by Koreans, Moroccans, 
Hispanics and other minorities, and Spanish is 
the dominant language spoken up and down 

the street. While it is clear that Mount Pleasant 
is a Latino hub of Washington that includes a 
dash of black and Asian-American cultures 
as well, the future of this minority-grounded 
neighborhood is uncertain.

Mount Pleasant is one of several areas in 
city in the midst of a real estate frenzy. Houses 
that cost a couple hundred thousand dollars 
10 years ago are now selling for anywhere be-
tween $750,000 to more than $1 million. This 
growing demand for housing in Mount Pleas-
ant is bringing a new base of residents to the 
area, which is leaving long-time residents con-
cerned.

“The face of the neighborhood has changed 
– and not for the better,” Wolfe said, adding 
that she tried to get involved in the community 
planning meetings in the neighborhood to pre-
serve its diversity, but her ideas were shot down 
because she rents her apartment. “If you’re not 
a homeowner, you don’t have a lot of say.”

The new batches of buyers entering the 
neighborhood are willing to pay large sums of 
money to be in a neighborhood that has accessi-
ble public transportation and is close to down-
town nightlife. The high real estate value of 

the area has motivated landowners to remodel 
their properties to make them more attractive 
to buyers. Residents said they’ve been given the 
impression that they need to either pay the new 
price or clear out for tenants who will, adding 
that based on average income levels in the area, 
most cannot pay the increased rent.

“These guys make $10, $8 an hour,” 35-year 
Mount Pleasant resident Walter Martinez said 
as he pointed to the Latino men conversing 
around him. “They can’t pay it.”

Other residents agreed, arguing that those 
who can’t fork over the cash are being forced 
out and others are very eager to pay in their 
place.

“New people are coming in – white people,” 
said Danny Flores, a 25-year resident of Mount 
Pleasant. “You know ... it’s (about the) money.”

Although the ongoing demographic chang-
es in Mount Pleasant make the issue appear to 
be a racial one, resident Jack McKay, a member 
of the 1D Advisory Neighborhood Commission, 

Losing the diversity
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“Approximately one in five students have potentially debilitat-
ing anxiety about exams,” said John Dages, associate direc-
tor of the University Counseling Center.  See story, p. 8
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(Left) Randy Deleon, a Mount Pleasant native, has been working in his father’s shoe repair shop since it opened in 1979.  “Leon” and his 
friends can’t believe the recent rise in real estate prices due to demand. (Right) A plastic ornament of the Virgin of Guadalupe hangs in the 
dollar store window along Mount Pleasant Street.
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