
by Brandon Butler
Campus News Editor

After four months of delays, 
Student Association members are 
considering trying to extricate 
themselves from an $11,000 con-
tract with a Web site development 
company hired this summer to 
create President Audai Shakour’s 
Colonial Trader online portal. 

The Web site developers said 
delays to the site were due to a late 
payment from the SA and a failure 
by SA members to work with the 
company.  

Casey Pond, Shakour’s vice 
president of public affairs, said 
SwapSwop.com, the hired compa-
ny, delivered an incomplete prod-
uct on the negotiated launch date 
of Nov. 23. The Web site was origi-
nally scheduled to be launched by 
the first day of fall semester classes 
and was a main pillar of Shakour’s 
presidential campaign.

“We’re looking to see if this site 
is ready to fulfill the requirements 
that we are asking for,” said Pond, 
a sophomore. “We don’t feel it’s 
completely ready to launch now, 
and we’re deciding if this com-
pany will be able to fulfill those 
requirements.” 

Pond said because an incom-
plete project was delivered, the SA 
is now considering alternative op-
tions for the site’s future.

“We’ll have to wait and see 
if they can fulfill the terms of the 
contract or if it would be best for 
us to get out of the contract,” Pond 
said. 

The SA’s contract with Swap-
Swop.com outlines five features 
the Colonial Trader Web site 
should have: a textbook trading 
feature, two types of message 
boards for students, an apartment 
listing function and an SA news 
component. Pond said the Nov. 23 
site only had one of the five fea-
tures operational. 

Pond said some SA executive 
members will be meeting with 
the University’s general counsel 
office to discuss whether termi-
nating the contract is feasible and 
prudent. The University approved 
SA payments to the development 
company.  

David Cole, SwapSwop.com’s 
chief financial officer, said the de-
velopment delays stem from a late 
SA payment of $6,000 that was 
supposed to be given at the time 
of the contract signing. Cole said 
the payment was received 33 days 
late. He said broken lines of com-
munication with the SA in recent 
weeks also contributed to the de-
lay. 

“We stressed to the SA that 
we would need the funding, and 
any such delay would impact the 
development timeframe negative-
ly,” Cole said. “We were assured 
there would be no such delay (of 
the payment) once contract was 
signed.” 

Cole said the contract was 
signed June 30, but a 33-day delay 
of the initial payment of $6,000, 
which was due at the signing of 
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Classic gets a makeover

by Jake Sherman
Sports Editor

Through all the consternation 
surrounding this year’s GW men’s 
basketball schedule, one thing stood 
out as a bright spot to most fans. 
There is one night that settles the 
anger of the GW hoops community. 
There is one night during the regu-

lar season that will be sure to put 
the nationally ranked but yet-to-be- 
tested squad from Foggy Bottom on 
the map.
 The BB&T Classic, which will 
be played Monday night at the MCI 
Center, has undergone significant 
changes in its 11-year history. In the 
first 10 years of the tournament, GW 
and Maryland hosted two prominent 
national teams in a two-day tourna-
ment. There was a clear-cut winner, 
an all-tournament team and a most 
valuable player. National power-
houses, among them Michigan State, 
the University of Connecticut, Texas 
and Kansas, routinely played in the 

Classic.
 This season the tournament will 
feature George Mason, American, 
Navy, Howard, GW and Maryland 
in the first all-local tournament in 
recent memory. Each team will play 
only one game, in place of the two-
round, four-year tournament of pre-
vious years. GW won the BB&T 
Classic last year, beating Maryland 
and Michigan State, which went on 
to play in the Final Four.   
 Bob Zurfluh, GW assistant 
athletic director in charge of mar-
keting and promoting, and the                     Shakour site’s 

future in doubt

by Marissa Levy
Assistant News Editor

The School of Media and Pub-
lic Affairs has shifted direction in 
its search for a permanent director, 
and is now looking for candidates 
with practical work experience in 
the news media field. 

SMPA no longer requires can-
didates to have a doctorate degree 
to be eligible to apply for the direc-
tor position, said professor Steve 
Roberts, chair of the search com-
mittee in charge of fielding appli-
cants for the position. Last year’s 
search, which ended in stagnation 
without hiring a new director, was 

“heavily weighted toward people 
with academic credentials,” he 
said. 

 The University’s top admin-
istrators are now pushing for a 
director who has worked in the 
media over someone with a back-
ground in academia. 

“The decision was made at the 
top echelons of the University to 
revise the criteria and change the 
emphasis of the search,” Roberts 
said. “The list of (candidates) in-
cludes a number of well-known 
names from print and broadcast 
journalism that would be rec-
ognizable to many people,” he 
added, refusing to name potential 
candidates. Roberts, who is close 
with University President Stephen 
Joel Trachtenberg, is himself a 
practitioner of journalism, having 
worked for The New York Times 
and U.S. News and World Report. 

Last year’s two top candi-
dates, Marvin Kalb, a national 
media personality, and Robert 
Entman, the author of several 
mass media books and a professor 
of communications at North Caro-
lina State University, reflected the 
type of divide within the SMPA 
faculty that has held up the two-
year search. While some profes-
sors favor a hands-on media envi-
ronment, others are pushing for a 
more theory-based curriculum. 

Kalb, a veteran CBS and NBC 
correspondent who has strong ties 
to the University through his GW-
sponsored radio show “The Kalb 
Report,” may have drawn criti-
cism from faculty members who 
want the school to have a more 
theoretical focus. He withdrew 
himself from the race last April, 

SMPA shifts search
n School now looking 
for director with news 
media experience

GW is considering a plan 
that would have students seek-
ing counseling sign waivers 
that permit information about 
sessions to be shared with Uni-
versity administrators in some 
circumstances, Insider Higher 
Ed, an online news site, report-
ed Friday.

The publication, citing 
anonymous sources, reported 
that University Counseling 
Center Director Diane DePalma 
was instructed to work with a 
GW lawyer to develop proce-
dures to protect administrators’ 
liability in situations when stu-
dents receiving counseling are 
at risk of harming themselves 
or others, the site said. The 
article can be found at http://
www.insidehighered.com/
news/2005/12/02/gw. 

Inside Higher Ed reported 
that the possible plan would 
have the counseling center ask 
anyone receiving services from 
the UCC to sign a waiver per-
mitting it to share notes and 
discussions taken during a ses-
sion with certain administra-
tors. The publication’s sources 

Report: GW 
may share 
counseling 
information
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Thousands gathered on the Ellipse to watch the lighting of the 
National Christmas Tree Thursday. President Bush and first lady 
Laura Bush led the ceremony.
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See SMPA, p. 3

n Monday’s 11th 
BB&T Classic takes an 
all-local format

Nick Gingold/Hatchet photographer
Sarah Fockel, a member of Air Force ROTC, discusses priority 
registration with colleagues in J Street Saturday.  Naval ROTC 
students were offered priority last month, and Army and Air 
Force ROTC students are asking for the privilege. See p. 12.
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