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Dean may go
to Va. college
by Katharine Malone
Hatchet Reporter

Justin Roberts/Hatchet photographer

The GW men’s and women’s rugby teams joined 5,000 other swimmers at a fundraiser for the
Maryland Special Olympics at Chesapeake Bay Saturday afternoon. Combined, the teams raised
$2,400.

GW teams take the plunge
by Nathan Grossman
Hatchet Reporter

Junior Zej Moczydlowski, a
member of the men’s rugby team,
knows a thing or two about taking hits, but that didn’t alleviate
the shock of plunging into nearfreezing temperatures Saturday.
“It feels like you’re getting
punched in the chest because
it’s so cold,” said Moczydlowski, who along with 20 members
of the GW men’s and women’s
rugby teams participated in the
Polar Plunge in the Chesapeake
Bay this weekend.
Every January for the last 10
years, people raise money for
Maryland Special Olympics as
they jump into cold waters. GW

junior Julie Butner, who plunged
for her fourth time this year, organized members of the teams
to join her for a dip. Each of the
GW students who went raised at
least $50 for the Maryland Special Olympics, Butner said, and
the two teams combined raised
$2,400.
“It’s an absolutely great
event,” said Butner, the president
of the women’s rugby team. “It’s
so much more fun to do the swim
with my friends too.”
Swimming with her teammates for the ﬁrst time this year
was not the only improvement
over plunges of previous years,
Butner said. Last year, organizers had to break the ice up in the
water before participants went

swimming. Butner said the relatively warm weather on Saturday
made the plunge a little easier.
“It didn’t feel the same,” Butner said. “It wasn’t as painful,
and most of us went in a couple
of times.”
Moczydlowski, vice president
of the men’s rugby team, said he
jumped – literally – at the opportunity to participate with the
team.
“We wanted to do some more
philanthropy events this year to
clean up our image,” Moczydlowski said. “We wanted to give
back, but we also want to preserve our wild image.”
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JCFS considers
African studies
by Alexa Millinger
Hatchet Reporter
The Elliott School of International Affairs will be one step
closer to adding a new major that
focuses on African development,
politics and health if the Joint
Committee of Faculty and Students approves the proposed program next month.
While the Elliott School already
offers a regional concentration and
the Columbian College of Arts and
Sciences offers an Africana Studies
minor focusing on the humanities
of the country, there is no Africana
studies major at GW. Junior Lamar
Thorpe, a member of the JCFS who
was designated to present the new
major to the committee, said the
proposed program would be different from opportunities already
offered at GW.
“(The proposed program)
would be moving away from tra-

insidenews

ditional African studies,” he said,
adding that some focuses of the
curriculum could be security in the
region and the AIDS epidemic.
The creation of an Africana
studies major was ﬁrst proposed
more than a year ago to the Student Association Senate. The Senate passed a resolution calling for
the major, and the proposal was
referred to the JCFS in September,
when Thorpe was selected to research and present the issue at a
later date.
“I’m the only person of color
on the JCFS, so when (the issue)
came up it was obviously my priority,” said Thorpe, who will present the major to the committee in
February.
If the committee votes to pass
the proposal, then it would be
considered next by the Executive
Committee of the Faculty Senate, a
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