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S P O R T S

Reviving the 
Ward 2 rivalry

Councilmember calls for GW-Georgetown game, but 
schools’ sports offi cals say issues need to be resolved

by Katie Rooney
Metro Editor

 GW and Georgetown 
University’s nationally ranked men’s 
basketball teams could restart a rival-
ry that ended more than 20 years 
ago if D.C. City Councilmember Jack 
Evans can get both schools to agree 
to participate in an annual Ward 2 
championship game.
 Earlier this month, Evans sent 
letters to both GW President Stephen 
Joel Trachtenberg and Georgetown 
President John J. DeGioia invit-
ing the teams to participate in an 
annual championship game start-
ing next season. No. 6 GW and No. 
23 Georgetown haven’t faced each 
other in college basketball since the 
1981-82 season. Georgetown won 

that game, 61-48.
 Evans told The Hatchet last 
week that a matchup seemed logi-
cal, and since both college campuses 
are contained within Ward 2 of the 
District, which Evans represents, it 
made sense to have a championship 
game at the MCI Center, another 
Ward 2 landmark. Georgetown plays 
its home games at the MCI Center.
 “We are going to buy a big giant 
trophy and present it to the winner,” 
Evans said. “It would be great for 
our city.”
 As of last Tuesday, Evans said 
that neither university president 
had responded to his letter, but said 
“hopefully they will get back to 
me.”
 Trachtenberg said in an inter-
view last week that he had in fact 

written back to Evans. In a copy 
of the letter he provided to The 
Hatchet, he wrote that “having a 
GW-GT competition can only prove 
inspirational for both sides.” He also 
wrote that he has raised the issue 
with the past three Georgetown 
presidents, including DeGioia, but 
said “Jack (DeGioia) has been non-
committal.”
 “I think the idea of having a 
crosstown rivalry is just a good idea. 
We should commit one of our non-
conference games to Georgetown,” 
Trachtenberg said in an interview, 
adding, however, that he thinks it is 
something that has to be “worked 
out by the athletic directors” of each 
school.
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Niah Manson, 11, sits on her porch in LeDroit Park during her day off from school Monday afternoon. The 
area, just south of Howard University, has been known as a haven for affl uent blacks since the 1940’s.

Preserving a 
neighborhood

by Kaitlyn Jahrling
Senior Staff Writer

Developers hope to begin con-
struction this June on a Courtyard 
Marriott to replace the Colonial 
Parking garage at 20th and E 
streets, but they are having a hard 
time persuading Foggy Bottom 
residents to support the proposed 
hotel’s design.

Representatives from Marriott 
and Steven Gewirz, the son of 
the owner of the Colonial Parking 
garage, presented plans to demol-
ish the parking garage and build 
the hotel in its place at last week’s 
meeting of the Foggy 
Bottom Advisory 
N e i g h b o r h o o d 
Commission, a local 
board that makes 
zoning recommen-
dations to the city.

The four com-
missioners present 
voted unanimously 
on a resolution that 
opposed the project 
pending a trans-
portation study; the 
resolution also calls 
for negotiations with 
the project heads 
and the delay of a 
D.C. zoning hearing from March 
to April.

Project architect Eric Liebmann 
explained the design to commis-
sion members at the meeting last 
week and said the hotel will not 
resemble the Courtyard Marriotts 
of suburbia, but instead will be 
designed to create a “high-class” 
atmosphere.

“I think it’s going to be a par-
ticularly elegant design,” he said, 
adding that the current garage is 

an “eyesore” on the street.
After hearing the plans, ANC 

commissioners and community 
members, however, faulted the 
design for not having a driveway 
for cabs, building the hotel right 
up to the sidewalk and being too 
tall.

“You should be aware that 
there are thousands of pedestri-
ans,” former ANC chair and resi-
dent Elizabeth Elliot said, referring 
to the lack of a driveway in the 
design.

Elliot also added that the hotel 
would be a disturbance to the 
neighborhood.

“It’s really going to reduce the 
quality of life for Statesman and 
The York,” Elliot said, referring 
to nearby apartment buildings. 
Elliot was also concerned that the 
new Marriott would make 20th 

Street even noisier. 
“There’s a huge 
noise corridor,” 
she said.

ANC Chair 
Vince Micone 
echoed some of 
Elliot’s concerns 
and said that there 
would have to be 
design changes 
before the commis-
sion would support 
the project. Though 
the city does not 
have to follow the 
commission’s rec-
ommendations, it 

takes them into consideration.
“I want to make sure that we 

don’t have a noisy canyon where 
we created limited ways for light 
to get in,” he said.

GW junior Max Kanin 
expressed his concern about using 
the sidewalk during and after con-
struction to get to class in the 1957 
E Street academic building and the 
dormitory next door.

Marriott may 
come to campus

by Prerna Rao
Hatchet Staff Writer

On an uncharacteristically warm 
Thursday afternoon last week, LeDroit 
Park resident David Corry could be 
found outside tending to his garden. 
Corry, who has lived in LeDroit Park 

for the 
last 30 
y e a r s , 
said it’s 

the serenity of the area that has kept 
him there for so long; and he hopes it 
can stay that way.

LeDroit Park is an anomaly in 
the District. 

Surrounded by the busy Florida 
and Rhode Island avenues, 2nd 
Street and Howard University in 
Northwest, the neighborhood is a 
peaceful oasis in the middle of a bus-
tling city. Pastel-painted row houses 

hug each other along the quiet streets 
where residents can hear birds chirp-
ing and neighborhood dogs barking 
in the distance. But issues affecting 
most neighborhoods in the District, 
such as affordable housing and 
modern economic development, are 
threatening to change LeDroit Park’s 
character as well.

“I love this place, it’s beautiful, 
and the architecture and the history 
are fascinating, and the neighbor-
hood is so friendly,” Corry said.

LeDroit Park Advisory 
Neighborhood Commissioner Myla 
Moss said some of the biggest issues 
facing the group that makes zon-
ing recommendations to the city are 
keeping multi-million dollar devel-
opments out of the neighborhood 
and, most importantly, creating more 

n Residents fi ght new 
hotel designs, citing 
noise, parking concerns
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“I want to make 
sure that we don’t 

have a noisy 
canyon...”

VINCE MICONE
ADVISORY NEIGHBOR-

HOOD COMMISSION 
CHAIR
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       LeDroit Park

No. 6 Colonials win 
14th straight, tying 

team consecutive
wins record
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