
by Jake Sherman
Sports Editor

Colonials star senior Pops Mensah-Bonsu 
is traveling to Birmingham, Ala., to get his torn 
meniscus examined by a renowned orthope-
dist who has operated on Villanova’s Curtis 
Sumpter and football legend Emmitt Smith. 
Mensah-Bonsu, who sustained the injury in 
last Wednesday’s win over La Salle, will miss 
GW’s two remaining regular season games at 
least. GW athletic offi cials are unsure when the 
6-foot-9 London native will return. Director of 
Athletics Jack Kvancz disclosed Sunday that 
Mensah-Bonsu is visiting orthopedist James 
Andrews for treatment. 

The meniscus is a piece of rubber-like tis-

sue that absorbs shock between the upper and 
lower leg bones. Tearing the meniscus can oc-
cur when a knee twists or pivots with the foot 
planted and the knee fl exed. The injury is com-
mon in sports, where constant pounding causes 
intensifi ed wear of knee cartilage and tissue.

At the end of the fi rst half against La Salle, 
Mensah-Bonsu hobbled off the court and into 
the locker room with his head down, forecast-
ing the possible gravity of the forward’s injury. 
Without their most well-known player, the 
No. 6 Colonials defeated Fordham Saturday in 
New York City (see “MEN, women win regular  
season title”, p. 15). 

Fairfax, Va., orthopedist Robert Nirschl, 
a spokesman for the American Association of 
Orthopedic Surgeons, said there is much vari-
ance in severity and recovery time in meniscus 
tears. A patient may be sidelined for as short 
as a few days or for longer periods of up to six 
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OLYMPIC

õEXPERIENCE

n Journalism, business students learn on-
site at Olympic Games in Turin, Italy

Ben Solomon/assistant photo editor

by Stephanie Robichaux
Hatchet Staff Writer

For the two groups of GW stu-
dents who interned and studied in 
Turin, Italy, the Olympics were not 
just fun and games.

Ten GW students were recruited 
by NBC to work as interns at the 
Olympics, and about 50 students, 
split into two groups, went to Turin 
as part of the three-credit course, 
Behind the Scenes at the Winter 
Olympic Games.  The course is 
taught and organized by Lisa Delpy 
Neirotti, director of GW’s graduate 
tourism administration and sports 
management programs. Each stu-
dent’s schedule at the games was 
jam-packed with 12- to 15-hour 
days. The Olympics closing ceremo-

ny took place Sunday. 
Delpy Neirotti has been teaching 

the course at GW and taking groups 
of students to either the winter or 
summer games since 1992, but this 
is the first year that she offered two 
sections of the course. Her classes, 
consisting of 45 graduate business 
students and three undergraduates, 
were split into two groups that vis-
ited Turin from Feb. 8 to Feb. 18, 
and Feb. 18 until Tuesday. Normally, 
she and about 25 students go to 
the Olympics for 10 days to get a 
behind-the-scenes look at how the 
event is run; but this year she said 
she had to put together 19 days of 
programming.

“All of my contacts have been 
very cooperative with having the 
schedules work out for us,” Delpy 

Neirotti said.
Students are assigned to research 

one aspect of the Olympics before 
and during the games, and as a final 
project they write a term paper on 
an Olympics-related topic of their 
choice.

“The students learn about the 
Olympics experience, and they 
make great career contacts,” she 
said. “They learn about event man-
agement at the biggest event in the 
world. Then they can take it back 
and apply it to smaller events.”

From 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day, 
the business students were in lectures 
with members of the International 
Olympics Committee, the Olympic 
oversight organization, and learned 

See OLYMPICS, p. 3

SWW teachers 
await changes

Sam Sherraden/photo editor
Librarian Sharon Vollin and George Reidy have struggled to teach in the 
decrepit facilities at the School Without Walls high school. Trash bags 
line bookshelves to protect them from leaks in the ceiling. 

GW star traveling 
to Ala. for knee
n Mensah-Bonsu out for 
remainder of regular season

by Paloma Ellis
Hatchet Reporter

It rains in the School Without 
Walls library. 

During inclement weather, a 
trash can carefully placed beside the 
table where students come to social-
ize and study gathers water that 
falls from the inches-wide hole in 
the third-floor ceiling. Black trash 
bags are put over books to keep 
them dry. 

“This school is excellence among 
the ruins. The building and the facili-
ties are the ruins,” said Sharon Vollin, 
who has been the school’s librarian 
for three years. “Every time it rains 
the roof leaks. When a dog barks, the 
roof leaks.”

An agreement 10 years in the 
making between GW and the D.C. 
public magnet school could mean 
the library’s rainy days are num-
bered. The deal, finalized earlier this 

month, will give GW the parking lot 
behind the School Without Walls in 
exchange for $12 million to renovate 
the dilapidated 125-year-old build-
ing. The University plans to erect a 
residence hall on the parking lot and 
the F Street tennis courts, which it 
already owns. 

The juniors and seniors currently 
enrolled at the G Street high school 
will not see the benefits of the reno-
vations. But for the school’s teachers 
and other employees, some of whom 
have spent more time in the building 
than their students have been alive, 
the promise of new facilities means 
a better learning environment. 

“Working here has been a real 
challenge,” said George Reidy, a 
mathematics teacher who has been 
at the school for 26 years. “The 
building has always had problems, 
but they have exponentially gotten 

See SWW, p. 8

Jeff Baum/senior staff photographer
Senior Pops Mensah-Bonsu sits on the sidelines before GW’s game against 
Fordham. Mensah-Bonsu tore his meniscus last Wednesday against La Salle.                                                                                              
    See KNEE p. 16


