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The Hatchet takes a look
at GW’s “pothead”
culture and marijuana
dependency
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FITTINGFINISH
n Men’s basketball seals A-10
perfect record on Senior Day
by Jake Sherman
Sports Editor

In a season built on defying expectations,
the Colonials’ 86-85 overtime win over Charlotte
Saturday and the fashion in which they closed the
deal seemed only natural.
When senior Mike Hall missed
men’s
a three-pointer from the top of the
basketball key with 11 seconds left, sophomore Maureece Rice hit the three
from the corner to send the game into overtime.
With time expiring in overtime, an air ball
launched by freshman Noel Wilmore that would
have given GW a win was tipped in by junior Carl
Elliott.
And that has been this season.
When a player falters, a teammate is there to
recover. On a day that had all the makings for

a 49ers upset on Senior Day, the Colonials came
through to complete a 16-0 Atlantic 10 schedule,
only the fourth of its kind in league history.
GW head coach Karl Hobbs, who won the NCAA
championship as an assistant at Connecticut, said
Saturday’s win had a special feeling.
“This has to rank up there as the No. 1 game
since I’ve been coaching,” Hobbs said. “For it to
end in such a dramatic fashion and put the end to
these guys’ Senior Day, I couldn’t have asked for
anything better.”
For graduating seniors Omar Williams, Mike
Hall, Alex Kireev and Pops Mensah-Bonsu, the
win closed out a four-year period that started with
a 12-16 record and a first-round exit in the A-10
Tournament.
This year has brought the No. 6/7 Colonials
(USA Today/Associated Press), and the four
seniors who have spurred the success, a chance to
have what Hobbs has called “a special season.” But
at 26-1, Hobbs still said he’s not completely satisfied.

Hobbs defends
player, blasts Post
by Jake Sherman
Sports Editor

The University launched a fullscale offensive Sunday against a
front-page Washington Post article
that questioned the
academic credenmen’s
tials of men’s basbasketball ketball senior Omar
Williams. GW head
coach Karl Hobbs defended his
recruiting practices while conceding that the NCAA Clearinghouse
system, which is designed to certify
collegiate athletes, is flawed.
“We recruit and do things the
right way,” Hobbs said in a phone
interview late Sunday night.
Hobbs said there were other
motivations in the publication time
of the story.
“I’m also not so naïve to think
that this didn’t happen because we
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Seniors Alex Kireev (No. 13), Omar Williams and Mike Hall ﬂank junior Carl Elliott, who hit a buzzer-beater to give GW an 86-85 win.

Foreign objects
n International
student population
drops at GW
by Zach Ahmad
Senior Staff Writer

The credibility of senior Omar
Williams’ high school education
came under ﬁre due to a Sunday
Washington Post story.
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By most accounts, freshman
Carmen Barboza, an international
student from Venezuela, likes it
here at GW. She has made friends,
likes her classes and is convinced
she’s getting a better education
than she could in her home country.
Still, in many ways – from the
differences in school curriculum
to the candidness in which guys
approach her in dance clubs – life at
a U.S. university has been a major
adjustment.
“I just think that culturally
we’re very different,” Barboza said.
“I don’t know if it’s just GW or if
it’s the same at other schools, but
the whole leaving home and com-

ing to another country and another
culture, it is shocking and it is difficult.”
While it may sound like a standard frustration from someone
coming to live in a new country,
there are signs that such perceptions might be more of a problem
for foreign students than some realize – and that it may, indeed, have
something to do with GW.
Despite an overall increase in
students, international enrollment
at the school has dropped significantly over the past decade. The
number of international students
studying at GW has decreased
nine out of the past 10 years, dropping roughly 23 percent since 1996
– from 2,376 to 1,835.
Those numbers are almost the
opposite of both national statistics
and the school’s own enrollment
trends. During that same period,
the number of international students in the United States has gone
up 23 percent overall, according to
information from the Institute of

����������������

International Education.
More significantly, the school’s
total enrollment has risen 27 percent from 18,986 to 24,099, bringing
down international students’ percentage of the total student body
from 12.5 percent to 7.6 percent
over the course of a decade. The
disparities haven’t gone unnoticed.
“International student enrollment was bucking the national
trend, and it was bucking what
was going on here at GW in terms
of overall student enrollment,”
said Greg Leonard, director of the
University’s International Services
Office. “When you see something
like that happening, you know
something’s wrong. It just doesn’t
make sense. Something’s going
on.”
Indeed, school officials said the
decline is a big concern for GW,
which has long prided itself on its
internationalism. A school that was
See STUDENTS, p. 10
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