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Housing prices increase

n Range of housing
costs continue
upward trend
by Marc Alberg
Hatchet Staff Writer

The price of the least–expensive
room in residence halls will increase
by $900 next year as a result of an
overall percentage increase in housing costs and the decision to collapse
pricing into fewer rate categories.
GW’s Board of Trustees approved
a 1.7 percent overall increase in the
amount of revenue GW should bring
in from room and board costs at its
Feb. 10 meeting. Rates for housing
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Senior Hesham Mahrous smokes a cigarette outside Gelman Library
Wednesday night. GW graduate student Carlye Austin, a member of
Smokefree DC, has proposed to make smoking within 25 feet of doorways to GW-owned buildings illegal.

Group wants
wider smoking ban
by Kyle Fishburn
Hatchet Staff Writer
A litigious law professor said he
will threaten legal action against the
University unless it decides to take
at least some action on a student’s
proposal to ban smoking within 25
feet of GW-owned buildings.
Carlye Austin, a GW graduate
student and member of the local
group Smokefree DC, is leading an
effort to rid GW buildings of the
“gauntlet of smoke” that lingers by
each entrance. Her goal is to institute
a 25-foot, non-smoking zone outside
of all doorways of University-owned
buildings. Austin and Smokefree DC

presented their proposal to amend
GW’s smoking policy to GW’s Office
of Risk Management earlier this
semester, and it will be considered
April 1.
GW law professor John Banzhaf,
a noted crusader against smoking,
said he supports the proposal and
thinks excuses the University has
given to him about implementing
such changes – particularly that it
does not have authority over the city
sidewalks – are invalid.
“That’s crap for anyone who
knows the University, which has
never been reluctant to enforce
See SMOKING p. 5

were subsequently released by the
Community Living and Learning
Center late last month and will range
from $7,600 to $11,100. Last year,
prices ranged from $6,700 to $10,750.
GW Executive Vice President
and Treasurer Lou Katz said last
week that the University administration makes a recommendation for
housing prices each year to the Board
of Trustees. He said that one of the
reasons the board approves moderate increases in housing each year is
because of high demand.
“It’s supply and demand,” Katz
said. “For the most part, our housing
is almost 100 percent filled.”
Katz also said the administration’s housing prices are based on
market housing prices.

“What we try to do is look at
what’s happening in the overall
housing stock in the area,” Katz said.
“We look at the marketplace. We
look at changes in our housing. We
look at the demand.”
University Campus Housing
Director Seth Weinshel said last week
that housing rate increases are common each year. While he said that the
board approves an overall percentage increase in the total amount of
revenue GW can bring in from campus housing, final building and specific rooms are each treated uniquely
when determining costs.
“There were increases in many
buildings but there were a couple of

ming from eight complaints against
the University, including alleged
violations of the Americans with
Disabilities Act, the Fair Housing Act,
the D.C. Mental Health Information
Act and the D.C. Human Rights Act.
Nott’s complaint also accuses the
University of intentionally inflicting
emotional distress and invading his
privacy. The University denied any
guilt in of those areas in its response
all field with the Superior Court this
week.
Tracy Schario, GW’s director of
Media Relations, maintained that the
counseling center never shared any
of Nott’s information with administrators.
“The facts, as we are presenting them, do not indicate that the
counseling center notified the dean
of students,” Schario said.
Nott’s suit said he was not suicidal and never threatened suicide,
but that he did have general suicidal thoughts; aware that his roommate would be out of town for the
weekend, he checked himself into
GW Hospital in the early morning

of Oct. 27, 2004, for mental health
treatment. Shortly thereafter he
received an interim suspension from
the school and ultimately withdrew
voluntarily.
Schario said it might have been a
friend, a relative, a community facilitator or someone else who alerted
GW to the hospitalization. When
asked why she believes it is the
counseling center who told administrators Nott had been hospitalized,
instead of one of the people Schario
suggested, Nott’s lawyer Karen
Bower said she could not comment
on the specifics of the case.
GW also requested that a judge
dismiss the suits against individual
administrators. Nott is suing eight
administrators, though his lawyers
have said they will not sue those
people in their individual capacities in some parts of the suit. The
individuals are University President
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg, Executive
Vice President for Academic
Affairs Donald Lehman, Dean of

See PRICES, p. 5

GW responds to Nott suit

n University denies
breaching depressed
student’s conﬁdentiality
by Ryan Holeywell
Senior News Editor

GW denied any wrongdoing
in a response it filed Monday to
a lawsuit from a former student
who alleges the University breached
his confidentiality when he sought
depression treatment.
In a civil suit filed in the D.C.
Superior Court in October, former
student Jordan Nott alleges that
GW policies discriminate against
students with mental illness and
stigmatize those who seek help. He
also said that as a sophomore in fall
2004, information he shared with
the University Counseling Center
and GW Hospital was shared with
school administrators, leading to his
suspension and being barred from
campus.
Nott is seeking damages stem-

See NOTT, p. 6

Sorority returns to campus A-10 Preview

n Pi Beta Phi, ninth
sorority, is second new
Greek group this year
by Brandon Butler
Campus News Editor

Greek-letter life officially
expanded Monday with the
Panhellenic Association’s announcement of its newest member: sorority
Pi Beta Phi.
Pi Beta Phi is the second Greekletter organization to join GW this
year. The Interfratenity Council
expanded in October by adding the
Sigma Chi fraternity. The number
of GW male Greek-letter organizations is now 13, and Pi Beta Phi is
GW’s ninth sorority.
Pi Beta Phi is no stranger to GW.
The organization was one of the
Columbian College’s first Greekletter organizations on campus in
1889 but left in the 1960s, according to a Panhellenic Association
news release. GW formerly operated under the name Columbian
College.
National members of Pi Beta
Phi said they are excited to be given

the opportunity to return to campus.
“(Pi Beta Phi) is a great complement to GW’s current Greek community,” said Luellen Smith, vice
president of membership for the
national Pi Beta Phi organization.
Smith said a GW resident graduate consultant will be hired by
the national organization to oversee
their colonization process at GW.
In August and September the organization will be officially moved
onto campus and recruitment will
likely begin after the Panhellenic
Association fall 2006 recruitment
period this October.
“We are a great match for the
University,” Smith continued. “We
are focused on academics, have high
moral integrity and high moral ideals, and we have a strong connection with GW.”
In November the Panhellenic
Association, which oversees GW’s
female Greek-letter organizations,
voted to expand. After receiving applications from all but two
national sororities for the open slot,
Panhellenic’s Expansion Committee
voted on three finalists last month.
Based on presentations each organization made to the University

as well as chapter history, the
Expansion Committee, led by
Panhellenic Association President
April Black, a junior, selected Pi
Beta Phi to be GW’s newest Greekletter organization.
“The Panhellenic Association
is looking forward to the re-colonization of Pi Beta Phi at GW, as
they will certainly contribute to our
thriving Greek community,” Black
said in a Panhellenic Association
statement on Tuesday.
“I am enthusiastic about the
growth in the Greek community
and believe that Pi Beta Phi will be
a great addition to the Panhellenic
Association,” said Dean Harwood,
Student Activities Center assistant
director of Greek life. “They will
provide another great opportunity
for GW undergraduate women to
share in a sorority experience.”
Pi Beta Phi was started in 1867
at Monmouth College in Illinois. It
is one of the few female Greek-letter
organizations that still calls itself a
fraternity. Smith said that when the
organization was started the term
sorority had not yet been coined
and the organization has remained
a female fraternity to honor their
founding members. n

����������������

pages
7-10

Sam Sherraden/photo editor

�������������������������������������������

���������������������������������������
��������������������������������������

