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by Andrew Ramonas
Hatchet Staff Writer

When the chair of the Joint 
Elections Committee announced 
that junior Lamar Thorpe would be 
the next Student Association presi-
dent, Thorpe’s mother was just as 
excited, if not more so, than he was. 

“I’m just so ecstatic,” Dorita 
Thorpe said. “It made it all worth 
the trip, worth it all.” 

Members of Thorpe’s biologi-
cal family made the trip to D.C. 
from their native city, Pittsburgh. 
The family was reunited three years 
ago after Thorpe had spent the first 
20 years of his life growing up with 
his adopted family. 

“What a great birthday present 
– thank you GW,” said Thorpe, who 
turned 25 Thursday.

Thorpe beat opponent Morgan 
Corr, also a junior, by 186 votes for 
the SA presidency. Junior Josh Lasky 
beat sophomore Angela Chang by 
439 votes and will be the SA’s execu-
tive vice president next year. 

Junior Liz Fox, chair of the JEC, 
made the announcement at about 
10:30 p.m. Thursday in the Marvin 
Center, after two days of a runoff 
campaign and a week after the gen-
eral election.

While last week’s general elec-
tion recorded a three-year voter 
turnout high of 3,183 students, this 
week’s runoff election saw only 
1,818 students vote. Runoffs typically 
attract fewer voters than the general 
election. 

Corr garnered 816 votes in the 
runoff and said he would be involved 
next year in the SA, even though he 
did not win an official position. 

“We ran the best we could,” said 
Corr, the current EVP who was the 

top vote-getter in last week’s general 
election with 904. “I could not be hap-
pier of the team we put together.”

Lasky, who teamed up with 

Thorpe wins in runoff

by Katie Rooney and
Sam Salkin

Senior Staff Writers

For some, University 
President Stephen Joel 
Trachtenberg’s legacy will be the 
growth of GW or his testy rela-
tionship with Foggy Bottom res-
idents. But many students said 
they will remember the presi-
dent for bringing something else 
to GW: an unofficial mascot.

Improving academic rigor 
and institutional prestige, con-
struction of new buildings or 
even fostering a top-tier basket-
ball team did not seem to regis-
ter with students as much as the 
bronze hippo statue located at 
the corner of 21st and H streets.

“I really don’t have any 
reaction,” sophomore Siobhan 
Chapman said last week, refer-
ring to Trachtenberg’s decision 
to retire in July 2007 after 19 
years at the University. “The 
only thing that I really think 
about that guy is the hippo.”

As the story goes, 
Trachtenberg purchased the 
hippo statue from an antique 
store while on a vacation in New 
England in 1996; as a gift to the 
class of 2000 it was placed out-
side Lisner Auditorium. Since 
then, it has received an increas-
ing amount of attention on cam-
pus and was declared GW’s 
unofficial mascot in 2001.

Other students said 
Trachtenberg’s retirement does 

not affect them very much and 
said that if they saw him on 
the street they might not even 
recognize him. But the hippo is 
something they recognize and 
will remember.

“We saw him at CI and that 
was it,” freshman Jordan Weil 
said. “But if he took the hippo 
back, I’d be pretty upset.”

Trachtenberg said he thinks 
his relationship with students 
at GW “is terrific” and said he 
engages with students in a vari-
ety of ways – including play-
ing racquetball with them a few 
days a week and talking with 
them on the street or at J Street. 
He also holds office hours where 
students can discuss issues with 
him about once a month.

“I know hundreds of stu-
dents,” he said in an interview 
last week. “I know thousands 
if you go back over the years. I 
think on the whole my relation-
ship has been outstanding.”

Several students said they 
didn’t care about Trachtenberg’s 
departure and knew little about 
the tension between the GW 
administration and some faculty 
and community members, or 
achievements the administration 
has made.

“I didn’t really follow it so 
much. I don’t think that students 
care about that kind of stuff,” 
sophomore Alex Matz said. 
“You’re going to have issues 

Students weigh 
in on SJT legacy

Clintons attend tribute
by Nadia Sheikh
Hatchet Reporter

Former President Bill Clinton and his wife 
Hillary attended a memorial service Sunday in 
Lisner Auditorium to pay tribute to the late Eli 
Segal, an aide to his cabinet and chief executive 
of the service organization AmeriCorps.  

GW students, Segal’s family, friends and 
some of the politicians that Segal worked with, 
including 1972 Democratic presidential candidate 
George McGovern, attended the event. Segal died 
in February in Boston of a rare form of cancer. He 
was 63.  

The Clintons’ appearance on campus was fair-
ly low-key. The event was not publicized much 
except for on the College Democrats’ listserv. 
University President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg 
attended the service. 

Those who spoke at the service remembered 
Segal as the ultimate public servant, a selfless 
worker for the public good and a strong sup-
porter of the Democratic Party. Hillary Clinton, 
the junior Democratic senator from New York 
and possible 2008 presidential candidate, did not 
speak. 

“He knew how to make things work and how 
to make things happen,” Bill Clinton said. “Eli 
could imagine someone else’s idea, in this case, 
my idea (of AmeriCorps), and turn it into an effec-
tive, organized reality.”

Segal, who was an aide to Clinton’s 1992 presi-
dential campaign, became an assistant to the pres-
ident after Clinton’s win and in 1993 worked with 
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Ben Solomon/assistant photo editor
SA President-elect Lamar Thorpe celebrates his victory with his 
nephew, also named Lamar Thorpe, Thursday night in the Marvin 
Center.  Thorpe beat junior Morgan Corr by 186 votes.

Ben Solomon/assistant photo editor
Former President Bill Clinton speaks at the memorial 
service for Clinton administration official Eli Segal in 
Lisner Auditorium Sunday morning. 

Paul Goodman/Hatchet staff photographer
Sophomore Angela Wunderli and teammates lift the wom-
en’s varsity eight boat out of the water after placing second 
at the Lake Wheeler Invitational in Raleigh, N.C., Saturday 
afternoon.  
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