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Limited time - not valid with any other offer

by Andrew Alberg
Hatchet Staff Writer

 
Those who wonder what is so 

“ultimate” about the game formerly 
known as ultimate frisbee (now sim-
ply called ultimate) quickly under-
stand when they watch a player hurl 
a disk impossibly far down a field, 
then see his teammate, in full sprint, 
leap to snatch it out of the air. This is 
not your father’s game of throw-and-
catch on the quad.

Ultimate is much like football but 
without contact, frequent stoppages 
of play or the ability to run with the 
respective throwing object. Teams are 
generally comprised of seven play-

ers on each 
side who try 
to move the 
disk down 
the 70-yard 
field toward 
the endzone 
using a series 

of throws – and without letting the 
disk hit the ground.

Led by senior captain Jack 
Gaynor, GW’s male ultimate team is 
currently ranked 31st in the country, 
according to the Ultimate Players 
Association, the national governing 
body for the sport. Despite having 
only one senior, Gaynor, and start-
ing the season 3-7, the team is now 
31-17. If it finishes in the top two in 
regionals April 29, it will earn a berth 
in nationals, which take place in Co-

lumbus, Ohio, in early May. 
“We’re lacking experience, but 

I think we make up for it by be-
ing probably the most athletic team 
we’ve had since I’ve been here,” 
Gaynor said.

Unlike most sports, many ulti-
mate players have never played the 
game before when they come out for 
tryouts in the spring (no one is cut 

Ultimate success up in air
n Men’s team is 31st 
in nation but hardly 
recognized at home by Elise Kigner 

Hatchet Staff Writer
 
Sophomore Melissa Hooper 

said she chose to attend GW be-
cause of its location, its reputation 
and the Elliott School of Interna-
tional Affairs. With six children, 
however, Hooper’s parents told 
her they could not bear the cost of 
a GW education. 

Instead of attending the Uni-
versity of Texas – where she said 
she could have gone tuition-free 
– Hooper decided to pay her own 
way to go to GW. 

“I was a little naïve but I am 
certainly not a quitter,” she said. 
“I will make anything I have to do 
work.”

Hooper has two to three jobs 
at a time – right now she is a com-
munity host and works for a fam-
ily business, and last semester she 
also worked for a perfume compa-
ny at the Pentagon City mall. She 
receives scholarships, but she said 
there is still a $13,000 gap each year 
between the $4,000 to $5,000 she is 
able to contribute and the actual 
cost of tuition, housing and living, 
so she is taking out loans.

Hooper said now more than 
ever it is justifiable to attend an 
expensive private school, even if 
that means having several jobs at a 
time and taking out loans, because 
of the importance of a college’s 
name recognition when searching 
for a job.

An April 10 New York Times 

article said more students now 
have to work and take out loans 
to pay for greater portions of their 
college education. More students 
now want to attend more costly 
private schools, but parents are 
not contributing either because 
they cannot afford to or because 
they want their children to learn 
financial responsibility. 

Director of Financial Aid Dan-
iel Small said he estimates that 
only a small percentage of GW 
students are entirely responsible 
for paying for their tuition.

“I don’t know if we find that 
as much at GW. (Parents) are fairly 
committed to paying for a good 
education,” he said. “It takes a 
family commitment to come to 
GW.”

A family’s inability to make 
this commitment, however, may 
come at a cost to the school. “I feel 
like the quality of students you at-
tract depends on leveling the play-
ing field, and the playing field has 
not been leveled for all students,” 
Hooper said.

For students who decide to 
attend GW without financial sup-
port from their parents, it can be 
difficult to balance academics with 
work.

Freshman Merry Fuerst said 
she works 30 to 40 hours a week 
at Starbucks. She takes 19 credits 
and often works until 1 a.m. Fuerst 
does homework between 1 a.m. 

Paying their 
own way

by Katie Rooney and 
Catherine Villnave 
Senior Staff Writers

 
The Foggy Bottom Association 

will likely file a lawsuit Friday to stop 
GW’s 20-year proposed development 
plan from moving forward in the city 
approval process.

Representatives from the group 
were backed by the Federation of 
Citizens Associations of the District 
of Columbia and the Committee of 
100 on the Federal City at a news con-
ference.  The conference took place 
Tuesday morning at the Melrose Ho-
tel, on 24th Street and Pennsylvania 
Avenue, where the FBA announced 
its intentions. 

The FBA said at the news confer-
ence, attended by about 30 people, 
that it would file the suit Friday based 
on the outcome of Thursday night’s 
city Zoning Commission meeting. 
The commission will be considering 
GW’s planned unit development ap-
plication, which requests an increase 
in the overall density and height re-
strictions on campus buildings. The 
application is needed to implement 
the proposed 20-year Campus Plan 
that outlines development.

The meeting will determine 
whether there is enough information 
to schedule a hearing on the PUD is-
sue. The FBA is demanding public in-
put at the Thursday meeting and has 
pledged to file an injunction request 
on Friday if the residents are not 
given a say in the matter. An injunc-

tion, if granted by a city court judge, 
would presumably stop the Univer-
sity from proceeding in its develop-
ment approval process. 

FBA President Joy Howell said 
the commission is not considering 
letters she has written opposing the 
development projects and is not look-

ing at resolutions passed by Foggy 
Bottom’s Advisory Neighborhood 

FBA considers filing lawsuit
A female student report-

ed to University Police that 
she was a victim in a “peep-
ing tom” incident in the 
Mitchell Hall female commu-
nity showers last week, and 
officers are warning students 
to be on the lookout for the 
suspect.

The student told UPD 
that while she was taking a 
shower last Wednesday at 
around 8:15 a.m., she saw a 
male attempting to look be-
hind her shower curtain. Af-
ter she got out of the shower, 
she said she saw him again 
trying to look under a rest-
room stall, UPD Chief Dolo-
res Stafford said in an inter-
view Tuesday.

A UPD officer swept 
the building but was unable 
to find the subject, Stafford 
said.

The identity of the sus-
pect is unknown, but UPD 
recently posted a public 
safety advisory in Mitchell 
to notify students of the un-
identified male in the dorm. 
According to the advisory, 
the suspect is an Hispanic 
male, approximately 21 to 28 
years old, with black hair and 
dark eyes. He was wearing a 
dark shirt and khaki pants at 

Paul Goodman/Hatchet staff photographer
Junior Josh Lasky tosses a Frisbee with his ultimate teammates 
on the National Mall Tuesday afternoon.

See FRISBEE, p. 13 See TUITION, p. 12

Nick Gingold/Hatchet photographer
Joy Howell, president of the Foggy Bottom Association, answers questions Tuesday morning from residents 
and reporters after a news conference at the Melrose Hotel.  Howell discussed the lawsuit the FBA may file in 
an attempt to delay approval of GW’s 20-year development plans.

See FBA, p. 10

UPD on lookout 
for ‘peeping tom’

See PEEP, p. 12

First article in a 
two-part feature 
on GW’s ultimate 
Frisbee teams

Lacrosse seniors
 work hard to make last 

games count as they 
seek a tournament spot

>> page 13


