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Students rally for Darfur
n Protestors converge
on Mall to demand
action
by Elizabeth Kamens
Hatchet Staff Writer
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Andrea Bryan, of the National Federation of Republican Women, sits with
students at the College Republicans Ladies’ Dessert and Tea Monday.

GOP pushes
for women
by Alexa Millinger
Hatchet Staff Writer

Could Republicans be shaking their “good ol’ boys” image?
Some say the Republican Party’s
female presence is undergoing a
resurgence, even if statistically
they are still very much in the
minority.
The number of Republican
women elected to Congress has
increased slightly over the last
two congressional election cycles, starting with 44 in 2000, and
rising to 49 in 2002 and then 55
in 2004, according to data compiled by the Center for American
Women and Politics at Rutgers
University in New Jersey.
Lisa Ziriax, communications
director for the National Federation of Republican women said

she attributes this increase of
women in Republican leadership
roles to both inspirational characters and the party’s platform.
“I think some women may be
motivated by seeing ﬁgures like
(Secretary of State) Condoleezza
Rice, but I think it is primarily
the issues that motivate them,”
she said.
At GW, Republican student
leaders believe that women are
becoming some of the most active
members of their party, despite
their low membership numbers.
Alexandra Valenti, membership director for GW College Republicans, said about 38 percent
of this year’s members are females, but stressed that “among
our most dedicated members,
See WOMEN, p. 10

About 15,000 people crowded
the National Mall Sunday afternoon urging the U.S. government
to take action against the genocide
occurring in the Darfur region of
Sudan.
Speakers at the rally included
2006 U.S. Olympic gold-medalist Joey Cheek, Oscar-winning
actor George
Focus on Africa C l o o n e y
See page 5 and Nobel
Prize-winning author Elie Wiesel, along with
many other political activists and
lawmakers.
“The diversity of today’s
lineup, from Darfur refugees to
Holocaust survivors, from members of Congress to national religious leaders to George Clooney, it
speaks volumes of this movement
and tremendous appeal,” said
junior Justin Zorn, policy director for GW’s chapter of Students
Taking Action Now Darfur, an
organization raising awareness
about the issue and urging GW to
divest from the country.
“We see this rally as a tipping
point,” Zorn said. “Public support
for intervention against genocide is
now too strong for public officials
to ignore.”
More than 180,000 people have
been killed in Darfur since 2003,
when war between rebels and
the Sudanese government began
because non-government citizens
believed they were being discriminated against and oppressed, Zorn
said. The Sudanese government has
prevented humanitarian aid from
reaching refugees; while the same
forces that have devastated the people of Sudan’s Darfur region continue to murder, rape and threaten
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Sen. Barack Obama (D-Ill.) speaks with a Sudanese girl at a rally to stop
genocide in Sudan’s Darfur region Sunday in front of the Capitol.
the citizens of the country.
Russell
Simmons,
chairman of Foundation for Ethnic
Understanding and founder of Def
Jam Records, encouraged the college students, children, parents and
elderly alike who were at the rally
to promote peace throughout the
world.
“We can not forget the suffering that is going on the continent of
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See SUDAN p. 5

GW retools
budget cuts
by Jessica Calefati
Senior Staff Writer

Fire hoses and sorority members filled University Yard Saturday afternoon for Pi Kappa Alpha’s
annual Fireman’s Challenge. The proceeds went to a D.C. firefighter’s burn victims foundation.

Africa,” Simmons said. “We must
promote love, compassion and dialog.”
Participants in the rally were
diverse. Protestors came from across
the country, and ranged in age
from young children to senior
citizens, many with signs stating
their messages and the towns they

While a proposed budget originally called for $4 million to be cut
from academic expenses next year,
the University announced last week
a final budget proposal that will cut
$1 million to $2 million from academics.
The University’s Deans have not
yet made final decisions about which
programs will experience these cuts.
According to a document provided by University officials, the original
plan to bridge an $8.2 million gap in
the fiscal year 2007 budget starting
July 1 involved a $4 million cut each
to capital spending, administrative
expenses and academic affairs.
Upon releasing the proposed
budget, the Faculty Senate submitted a budget proposal with no cuts
to academic expenses. In a compro-

����������������

mise, the University heeded much
of the Senate’s advice, deciding to
cut funding for capital spending
by $5 million and cut administrative expenses by $3.2 million. The
administration’s new proposal cuts
$1 million from academic expenses
and withholds an additional $1 million from academics until six weeks
into the fall semester, Executive
Vice President for Academic Affairs
Donald Lehman said.
The second $1 million might be
released later in the fall if administrators have determined if the
University met target enrollment and
income figures for the upcoming fiscal year. Lehman characterized the
withholding of the extra $1 million
as a fallback plan, in case income is
not what administrators expect it to
be. He said if current predictions are
See BUDGET, p. 3
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