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Politicking before graduating

by Scott Brodbeck
Hatchet Reporter

Mark Harris graduated this past 
weekend, but did not attend any 
of the Commencement festivities. 
He was too busy preparing for a 
November election for the 42nd dis-
trict of Pennsylvania’s state legis-
lature. 

The 21-year-old political science 
major defeated a five-term incum-
bent state representative in last 
week’s primary election and will be 
representing the Republican Party 
in the general election. 

“I love doing this stuff,” Harris 
said. “It’s important for the state, 
and it’s my passion.”

Harris, a conservative 
Republican, beat 53-year-old state 
Rep. Tom Stevenson, a moder-

ate republican, by 9 percent of 
the vote to win the primary last 
Tuesday. Moderate Republican 
Daniel Hackett also ran for the seat, 
which represents a district south 
of Pittsburgh that includes Harris’s 
hometown of Mount Lebanon. 

A 2003 high school graduate, 
Harris said he completed his GW 
credits last semester and earned 
his final three credits for gradua-
tion through an independent study 
course built around his campaign. 

Harris attributed his success in 
the primary to honest campaigning 
and speaking about issues that reso-
nated with voters. He said prop-
erty tax reform will be an important 
issue in the upcoming November 
election for the seat. 

“We need real property tax 
reform to get Pennsylvania moving, 
and I expect that message to carry 
on Election Day,” Harris said.

Harris added he hopes to raise 
about $200,000 over the next six 
months to fund his general election 

campaign. He said he raised about 
half of that amount to run in the 
primary election.

Unlike many state primary elec-
tions, Harris’s election has garnered 
national media attention. In the days 

following last Tuesday’s election, 
stories in The New York Times, Wall 
Street Journal and Associated Press 

mentioned the results. On Friday, 
Harris appeared on CNN’s On the 
Story, filmed in GW’s Jack Morton 
Auditorium. 

“It’s pretty impressive,” said Jon 
Delano, a Pennsylvania media per-
sonality and public policy profes-
sor at Carnegie Mellon University. 
“Any time you beat an incumbent 
by any number of votes, it’s a big 
victory.”

Delano said that Harris’s oppo-
nent Stevenson made a “tactical 
mistake” by not emphasizing his 
own accomplishments and instead 
focusing on Harris’s young age.  

“I think (Stevenson’s campaign) 
backfired,” Delano said. “People felt 
this was a very unfair, negative cam-
paign.”

Stevenson did not return phone 
calls last week.

In November’s general elec-
tion, Harris will face 33-year-old 
Democrat Matthew Smith. 

Delano said Harris’ victory over 
Stevenson will likely shift some 

moderate Republican voters toward 
Smith.

“The Democrats sense a real 
opportunity,” Delano said. “I think 
this is going to be one of the hard-
est – fought legislative battles in 
Pennsylvania.”

Smith, a lawyer at a prominent 
Pittsburgh law firm, called Harris’ 
win “interesting.”

“People are ready for change 
and reform in Harrisburg, and that 
came in loud and clear,” Smith said.  

Smith says he does not plan on 
attacking Harris’ age.

“I’ve never been one to make 
age an issue,” he said. “I’m going to 
focus on running a positive, issue-
oriented campaign.”

Harris, who calls Smith “a 
nice guy,” acknowledged that he 
has a tough campaign ahead of 
him. Harris said he knocked on 
5,000 doors before the primary and 
added, “I’ll probably have to knock 
on 10,000 doors to win the general 
election.” n

Grads honored on National Mall

by Kaitlyn Jahrling, 
Jayme Schomann 

and Lizzie Wozobski
Hatchet Staff Writers

While former U.S. President 
George H.W. Bush and his wife 
Barbara may have headlined the 
list of this year’s Commencement 
speakers, they were not the only 
ones to address the graduating 
class of 2006. 

In addition to the former 
first couple and media conglom-
erate Viacom’s chief executive 
officer Sumner Redstone, who 
received honorary degrees from 
GW at Sunday’s ceremony, three 
other speakers also addressed 
graduates at GW’s individual 
school ceremonies throughout 
the weekend. 

Former University President 
Lloyd Elliot, Washington 
Nationals Manager Frank 
Robinson and Motion Picture 
Association Chairman and CEO 
Dan Glickman all delivered key-
note addresses at school ceremo-
nies. 

Frank Robinson was award-
ed an honorary Doctorate in 
Public Service degree at the 
Columbian College of Arts and 
Sciences’ Saturday school cel-
ebration. Robinson could not 
speak at the University-wide 
Commencement ceremony on 
Sunday because his baseball 
team had a date to play the 
Baltimore Orioles. 

“This is a tremendous honor 
for me and my family,” Robinson 
said before he addressed the 
CCAS class of 2006 graduates. 
“This is not something given on 
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25,000 
pack new 
event site

(Above) Brad 
G l a n z r o c k , 
Brian Weiss, 
Daniel Scialpi 
and Eric Cor-
riera celebrate 
on the National 
Mall before the 
University-wide 
Commencement 
ceremony Sun-
day morning. 
(Right) Former 
U.S. President 
George H.W. 
Bush and his 
wife Barbara 
give the keynote 
speech. 
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Between the U.S. Capitol and 

the Washington Monument, GW 
held its Commencement ceremo-
ny on a sun-filled National Mall 
for the first time before a crowd 
of about 25,000. 

“I actually liked it better than 
the Ellipse,” University Presi-
dent Stephen Joel Trachtenberg 
said, comparing this year’s cere-
mony location on the Mall to the 
lawn in front of the White House 
where Commencement has tra-
ditionally been held. This year 
marked the first that Commence-
ment took place on the Mall and 
only the second year since 1993 
that the ceremony was not on the 
Ellipse.

“It was terrific, just terrific,” 
Trachtenberg said after the cer-
emony. 

In the fall, the National Park 
Service told GW that the Ellipse 
would not be available due to con-
struction. The University moved 
the ceremony to the National Mall 
between 4th and 7th streets. 

George H.W. Bush and for-
mer First Lady Barbara Bush 
gave a tandem keynote speech 
where they asked graduates to 
remember education and service 
to others as pillars in a post-col-
legiate life. 

“Be bold. If you have an idea, 
act on it,” the 41st president 
told the nearly 4,500 graduates 
in attendance from GW’s nine 
schools. “Be bold in the way you 
think and in the way you care for 
others.”  

The former First Lady          
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Notable 
speakers 
address grads

“It’s pretty impressive. 
Any time you beat an 

incumbent by any 
number of votes, it’s a 

big victory.”

JON DELANO
PUBLIC POLICY PROFESSOR AT 

CARNEGIE MELLON UNIVERSITY
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