
New features on the pop-
ular social networking site 
Facebook sparked discussion 
about online privacy on col-
lege campuses nationwide 
Tuesday.

A “news feed” on the site’s 
homepage and “mini feed” on 
profile pages shows users the 
most recent actions of all their 
online friends. These actions 
include  new rela-
tionship statuses, 
newly updat-
ed photos and 
RSVPs to event 
invitations.

E a r l y 
Tuesday morn-
ing, Facebook 
members from 
schools across the 
country, includ-
ing GW, began 
creating groups 
on Facebook 
criticizing and 
defending the 
new changes.

One group, called 
“Students against Facebook 
News Feed,” had 414,004 
members as of Wednesday 
night and features a link to 
an online petition signed by 
61,196 people from schools 
nationwide.

Neil Sroka, a 2006  grad-
uate who created a group 
opposing the Facebook chang-
es, said the site’s new features 
have gone too far. 

“It’s a great example of 
when social networking sites 
think of themselves as a pro-
gram as opposed to a commu-
nity…” Sroka, a former hatch-
et web editor, said. “They can’t 
push changes onto people.”

Senior Libby Ellsworth 
said easier access to informa-
tion about members’ personal 
lives is not new.

“It’s a para-
dox,” Ellsworth 
said. “It feels 
invasive, but it’s 
really just putting 
out information 
that’s already 
there.” 

O n 
W e d n e s d a y 
m o r n i n g , 
Facebook creator 
Mark Zuckerberg 
posted a message 
on his Facebook 
blog respond-
ing to the recent 
debate. “This is 

information people used to 
dig for on a daily basis, nicely 
reorganized and summarized 
so people can learn about the 
people they care about.”

According to Facebook, the 
site currently has about 9 mil-
lion registered users. College 
and high school students use 
it to share pictures, send mes-
sages and create personalized 
profiles.

–Eric Roper

BYTHENUMBERS: 
FACEBOOK

-9 million members 
nationwide
-19,772 members in 
the GW network
-61,196 signatures on 
online petition against 
new changes

by Jake Sherman
Sports Editor

In everyday life, the number 
two is rarely important. A pair 
of points on a test, in most cases, 
has little effect. Dropping two 
pounds goes largely unnoticed. 
If a professor assigns two pages 
of reading, most students con-
sider it a night off.

Jojit Coronel, the eighth-year 
head coach of the volleyball 
team, made the small digit a 
focal point in an attempt to turn 
around his slumping program. 
In place of complex game plans, 
the coach relies on simplicity.  

Coronel, whose physical 
stature forces him to look up to 
his players, scribbled the num-
ber on a white marker board 
at the beginning of the season. 
He told his squad they should 
aim to improve by two percent 
in some category each match. 
Random? Not to him.

“Two percent is something 
you can see, a statistic you can 
touch,” Coronel said, glancing 
at statistic sheets after beating 
Coppin State Sept. 2. “If you say 
that you want to get 100 percent 
better next time, you’re going 

to fail.”
Three years ago, it looked as 

though this team couldn’t fail. 
They reeled off 10 consecutive 
victories en route to an NCAA 
tournament berth. For the last 
two years – that pesky number 
again – the team hasn’t posted a 
winning record.

“Two” seems disturbingly 
intertwined with the volleyball 
team. In each game, a team must 
win each game by two points. 
So far this season, GW has 
swept two teams. The squad has 
two captains, seniors Kaimana 
Lee and Juliene McLaughlin. In 
the program’s all-time record 
book, only two active players, 
McLaughlin and Lee, appear.

All coincidences aside, 
Coronel said he sees the two-
percent plan as a step-by-step 
program that forces his team 
to concentrate on an immediate 
tangible change in place of lofty, 
often unreachable goals athletes 
tend to set. 

By looks, Coronel is the con-
summate professional. On game 
days, he dresses in a suit and tie, 
and his volleyball knowledge 
goes unmatched, colleagues say. 
He can riffle off different volley-
ball coaching techniques as fast 
as Simon Cowell can criticize, 
but he always returns to the 
pristine simplicity of the num-
ber two.

Simplicity, in volleyball, is 

@

AN INDEPENDENT STUDENT NEWSPAPER - SERVING THE GW COMMUNITY SINCE 1904

THURSDAY
September 7, 2006

Vol. 103 • Iss. 6 HatchetThe GW

Bar Belle  PAGE 7
Monday trivia night at Wonderland

ALWAYS ONLINE:
WWW.GWHATCHET.COM

by Allison Sylvetsky
Hatchet Staff Writer

A Foggy Bottom hotel GW recommends 
to parents visiting campus was charged with 
violating federal labor laws Aug. 25.

The State Plaza Hotel located on F Street 
between 21st and 22nd streets was found guilty 
of coercing employees to oppose its work-
ers’ recent unionization attempt. According to 
court documents, the State Plaza management 
fired the employee who was leading the union-
ization fight and delayed negotiations to break 
up the union.

Jen Shykula, the director of organizing for 
the Local 25 Restaurant and Hotel Union, said 
they are planning to ask GW to remove the 
hotel from the list.

“We would hope that GW wouldn’t con-
done behavior that the federal court has rec-
ognized as illegal,” Shykula said. “Instead, we 
encourage them to support more honorable 
companies.”

She said that if GW were to remove the 
State Plaza from the parents’ recommendation 
list, it might force the hotel management to 
come to an agreement with employees more 
quickly.

Workers at the hotel claim their efforts 
to unionize have been met with threats from 
the management since they began consider-
ing unionization in 2003. The National Labor 
Relations Board placed the State Plaza under 
surveillance after ruling that hotel manage-
ment was illegally thwarting employee efforts 
to unionize.

“A fair appraisal of the evidence shows that 
(the State Plaza Hotel) resorted to every illicit 
means to thwart the employees’ union sup-
port,” Karl H. Buschmann, administrative law 
judge for the National Labor Relations Board, 
wrote in his decision.

The hotel was ordered to take back the pay 
raises it offered employees in an attempt to 
dissuade unionization. The court also decided 
that the hotel needed to reimburse all employ-
ees their union fees for the last three years.

Rodney Johnson, director of the Office of 
Parent Services said he was unaware of the 
court’s decision.

“The State Plaza is on the list of recom-
mended hotels because they gave favorable 
rates and because GW parents want to stay 
there,” he said.  

Johnson said there is no reason to take any 
sort of action against the State Plaza Hotel until 
the University recognizes it has acted illegally.

All of the hotel’s rooms are currently booked 
for Colonials Weekend Oct. 20 through 22.

The hotel management refused to comment 
on the NLRB’s decision.

State Plaza employee Ana Majano said she 
and other employees are held to unrealistic 
standards and cannot afford health insurance 
for their families. 

“Everyday it gets worse, and we are under 
more pressure daily, but I would never think of 
leaving,” Majano, a housekeeper, said through 
a Spanish-speaking interpreter provided by 
the Local 25 Union. “I will stay and fight for 
myself and my co-workers until we obtain our 
contract.” n

F St. hotel 
impedes 
union effort

CAMPUS NEWS

GW axes 
newspaper 
program

Nick Gingold/assistant photo editor
Willard Rocky Johnson begs for food on K Street Monday afternoon.  Johnson and his 
family were ordered to move from their makeshift home underneath Whitehurst Freeway 
overpass in August, only to relocate under another bridge.

A homeless exodus

by Eric Roper
Senior Staff Writer

On Monday afternoon, 
Willard Rocky Johnson stood 
at the intersection of 27th 
and K streets holding a sign 
that read, “I am homeless 
could you PLEASE help for 
food.” Balancing his card-
board message and a big 
McDonald’s soda cup, he 
approached drivers sitting 
in their cars waiting for the 
light to turn green. 

Most of Johnson’s pro-
spective benefactors stared 
into space, trying to ignore 
this large figure approach-
ing them waving his white, 
painted rectangle. When he 
finally walks away, the driv-
ers were able to see the back 
of his sign: “HOVA Open 
House. 2-3 p.m.”

Johnson is one of many 
homeless people who 
recently moved closer to 
Foggy Bottom after being 
kicked out of their dwell-
ing in Georgetown. The 
group used to live under 
a Whitehurst Freeway 
bridge next to the Hall on 
Virginia Avenue until the 
Metropolitan Police evicted 
them from their living space 
at the end of August.

Sgt. John Paul Griffin 
of MPD’s Second District 
said in a phone interview 
Wednesday that the home-
less under Whitehurst posed 
a threat to the area by tam-
pering with maintenance 
doors on the bridge. 

“They force open these 
doors, they break the locks, 
they create permanent 
abodes underneath these 
bridges and they create a 
hazard,” he said. Griffin 
added that there are more 
homeless people in the 

Foggy Bottom area due to 
the sweep underneath the 
Whitehurst bridge. 

Johnson said that a police 
officer visited his spot under 
the bridge recently and told 
him and his friends they 
had to leave because peo-
ple had complained about a 
mess that was accumulating 
under the freeway.

“Someone was wreck-
ing shit over there,” said 
Johnson, pointing to gar-
bage bags and carts lying 
under the bridge. “But it 
wasn’t us … We struggle out 
here, and we wasn’t doing 
nothing wrong.”

Some GW students said 
they have noticed more 
homeless people near Foggy 
Bottom.

“I have a friend who 
lives near 25th between K 
and L streets, and a couple 
of homeless people who 
lived under Whitehurst 
broke into the garage in her 
building,” senior Jud Crane 
said. “It wasn’t violent, they 
were just looking for a place 
to live.”

“There are definitely 
more homeless people in 
certain places,” said Steph 

by Elise Kigner and Lizzie Wozobski 
Hatchet Staff Writers

If students want to read The Washington Post, 
they are going to have to pay for it. 

University administrators announced this 
week the GW Reads program, which has provided 
newspapers in residence halls for free since 1997, 
has been canceled due to budget constraints. 

“It was felt that there are many other avenues 
for newspaper readership, for students, and there-
fore, relatively speaking, this was one cost reduc-
tion with minimum impact,” said Johnnie Osborne, 
associate vice president and chief financial officer 
of Student and Academic Support Services.

GW Reads provided free copies of The New 
York Times, The Washington Post and USA Today 
in the lobbies of most residence halls on campus. 

The program cost GW $50,100 last fiscal year, 
Osborne said, which was already a reduction from 
$70,000 the year before. The University reduced 
costs that year by providing fewer copies of the 
newspapers. 

Over the spring and summer of 2004 when the 
University considered axing the program, students 
organized a petition to keep the program alive.     

University administrators received phone calls 
and e-mails from students, and GW’s chapter of 
the Society of Professional Journalists circulated a 
petition signed by more than 800 students urging 
the University to keep the program. 

In fall 2004, GW agreed to keep the initiative, 
but scaled back the number of papers distrib-
uted across campus by 45 percent. This year, the 
University has cut the entire program as part of 
ongoing budget realignments. 

Last spring, departments across the University 
were faced with budget cuts stemming from an 
$8.2 million gap in revenue and expenses. While a 
plan last May called for $4 million to be cut from 
academic expenses, the University reduced its 
budget cuts to academics to half that size. 

Academic departments made plans last spring 
to cut $2 million from their expenses for the aca-
demic year. This October, upon the completion of 
a review of enrollment and financial figures, GW 
will determine if half of the original $2 million cut 
will be reapportioned to University departments. 

To make up for the smaller cut to academ-
ic expenses from $4 million to $2 million, the 
University decided to increase cuts in capital proj-
ect spending and administrative spending. The 
Board of Trustees accepted the University’s plan 
for the budget cuts at its May meeting. 

Freshman Jennifer Easton said the free news-
paper program was one of the lures of GW for her. 
She said she remembers seeing the program adver-
tised on GW’s housing Web site last June.

“I’m a journalism major, so reading the news-
paper is a big part of my morning” Easton said. 
“I’m not too keen on paying for newspapers 
here.” 

 “Professors complain that kids our age don’t 
read enough newspapers,” sophomore Alyssa 
DiGiacinto said. “If the school is going to take 
them away from us, how are we supposed to read 
them?”

Osbourne said the program may not be gone 
forever. 

He added, “Someone or groups may come 
forward and want to sponsor the program and pay 
the operating costs.” n

“Someone was 
wrecking shit over 
there, but it wasn’t 
us ... We struggle 
out here, and we 

wasn’t doing nothing 
wrong.”

WILLARD ROCKY 
JOHNSON

LOCAL HOMELESS MAN

Whitehurst sweep causes move to Foggy Bottom

Facebook changes draw complaints Two-by-two, volleyball improves
Team strives for 
success with new 
mantra
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Coach Jojit Coronel instructs his team during the GW Invitational 
Sept. 3. Coronel is using new strategies after two losing seasons.See VOLLEYBALL, p. 10

See HOMELESS, p. 6

METRO NEWS

NBA nabs former players PAGE 10
Pinnock officially signs


