
by Brandon Butler and 
Lizzie Wozobski

News editors 

GW will not hire an outside 
contractor to conduct health and 
safety inspections of residence halls 
this year, according to University 
officials. 

This year the University’s Office 
of Risk Management will conduct 
the searches, a change from last year 
when GW hired outside contractor 
HRH Mitigation Incorporated to 
inspect residence halls. 

Rooms will continue to be ran-
domly inspected for health and 

safety violations this fall, a move 
that received much student scru-
tiny last year. Prior to last year, the 
inspections were sched-
uled and announced to 
students. 

“Health and safety 
room inspections will not 
be announced to the resi-
dents prior to the start 
of the inspections as was 
the practice during the 
fall semester of 2005,” 
Nancy Haaga, director of 
Institutional and Auxiliary 
Services wrote in an e-mail 
last week.

Haaga said hiring an 
outside company to inspect 
rooms last year was not 
intended to be a long-term 
change. 

The inspections, which were 
introduced last fall, disgruntled 
many students who found their 
property confiscated. Confiscated 

items may include pets, lofted beds, 
candles, halogen lamps, hotplates 
and toaster ovens in non-kitchen 

areas, space heaters, and micro-
waves or refrigerators not provided 
by the University. Prior to last fall, 
Community Facilitators conducted 

a form of health and safety inspec-
tions for their residents. 

If inspectors find alcohol, 
contraband including 
pocketknives, drugs 
or drug paraphernalia, 
University Police will be 
contacted. 

 Haaga said infor-
mation was provided to 
both students and par-
ents through e-mails and 
at fall move-in check-in 
sites about prohibited 
items.  

 “This informa-
tion informed students 
and parents about ... 
the health and safety 
inspection practices that 
are conducted to help 
ensure the safety and 

well-being of all residents,” Haaga 
said. 
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Students will have to wait until at least 
December to drink alcoholic beverages on the 
fifth floor of the Marvin Center.

The University and Sodexho, which man-
ages food services in the Marvin Center, have 
not yet submitted an application for a liquor 
license from the city because operational 
details of the Southwest style restaurant that 
is set to serve alcohol in the Hippodrome are 
not finalized, said Nancy Haaga, director of 
Institutional and Auxiliary Services. 

“The University and Sodexho will submit 
the application for a liquor license once the 
project is underway and specific operational 
details are determined and can be reflected 
as part of the required application process,” 
Haaga wrote in an e-mail last week. 

She said she hopes to have the liquor license 
approved by the end of the 2006 calendar year, 
at which time the WOW Café and Wingery will 
be eligible to serve alcohol. The venue is set to 
open in mid-October 2006, Haaga said. It has 
been a much-talked about addition to campus 
dining in part because it would be the first 
Marvin Center venue to serve alcohol.

Executive Vice President and Treasurer 
Louis Katz said the liquor application requires 
the University to specify the exact hours of 
operation and setup of the café, which have not 
yet been finalized. 

Other than the Grounds for Change Coffee 
shop, which will be located on the first floor 
of the Marvin Center, and the WOW Café and 
Wingery, GW has already opened several new 
eateries including Chick-fil-A and Quizno’s. 
This is the third major renovation to J Street in 
as many years. 

Junior Casey Pond, chair of the Student 
Association’s Dining Services Commission, said 
he thinks most students are “pretty pleased” 
with these most recent J Street renovations. 

“Though I have heard that lines can stand 
to move more quickly, I received very positive 
feedback about Chick-Fil-A and about students 
being happier with these changes than they 
were with the last major change to J Street,” 
Pond said.

He added that he has been working over 
the summer to set up initiatives that allow 
for continuous feedback about dining. Blast 
e-mails and mass mailings are two ways Pond 
said he intends to reach students for comment. 

“Right now the best way to offer com-
ments or suggestions is by logging onto the 
DSC’s Web site at:dsc.gwu.edu and filling out 
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Trade Center tribute
by Katie Rooney

Features Editor 

On the fifth anniversary of the 
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, GW grad-
uate Caroline Bevan has something 
to smile about.

The 2005 graduate spent the 
past summer across from Ground 
Zero in New York City helping 
create the newly opened galleries 
in Tribute WTC, a visitor center 
providing his-
tory and per-
sonal anecdotes 
from the Sept. 11 
attacks.

Bevan, now 
a museum stud-
ies graduate stu-
dent at New York 
University, spent 
every day for the 
past few months 
opening letters 
and packages 
from the fami-
lies of the Sept. 
11 victims. She 
gathered photos 
and mementos to 
help create a col-
lage commemo-
rating the victims 
that covers the 
walls of the room and is featured 
in one of the center’s five galleries. 

“It was really, really sad,” she 
said. “People sent in photographs 
from (the victims’) lives – their 
wedding day, with their kids. All 
of the most important days of their 

lives.”
The Tribute Center, which offi-

cially opened Sept. 6 with a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony with New 
York Governor George E. Pataki 
and New York City Mayor Michael 
R. Bloomberg, opens to the public 
Sept. 18. On Sept. 10 and Sept. 11 
the victims’ families are invited to 
preview the exhibit. 

Bevan said they received a little 
more than 1,000 submissions from 

the family mem-
bers of victims 
and that most of 
the families were 
supportive of the 
project.

“Many are still 
looking for a way 
to commemorate 
their loved ones, 
and there’s some 
people that just 
don’t grieve that 
way and don’t 
want to bring it 
into the public,” 
she said.

Bevan said one 
of the biggest rea-
sons she is glad 
she got involved 
with Tribute WTC 
is because it made 

her look at Sept. 11 differently.
“It’s really important to remem-

ber. Forget politics and the rhetoric. 
People died that day. People don’t 
have fathers and brothers,” she 
said. “I literally began to see faces 
on the street and started thinking 

they were people from the submis-
sions.”

The one story that sticks out 
in Bevan’s mind, though, is of a 
woman who had survived a rough 
life. She was from New York and 
was assaulted and raped in her 
apartment in the hallway. She later 
became an advocate for rape vic-
tims and even appeared on a PBS 
program to talk about it. Bevan 
said it was so sad that she was able 
to overcome so much, and then 
perished in the terrorist attacks.

“She had all these short sto-
ries and after her death they were 
found in her apartment and it was 
turned into a book,” she said. 

 Bevan said Sept. 11 will have 
a greater effect on her for the rest 
of her life – maybe even her future. 
Bevan said she wants to continue 
working on exhibits that commem-
orate tragedies.

This is not the first time Bevan 
has been involved in this sort of 
project. During her time at GW, she 
worked at the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Collection, but Sept. 11 
made her realize she enjoyed this 
type of work.

“After the fact and seeing what 
came out of 9/11 increased my 
interest in how we commemorate 
events and how we come to terms 
with it,” she said. 

Bevan – like every other mem-
ber of her generation – vividly 
remembers the morning of Sept. 
11, 2001. She had recently left her 

“I literally began to see 
faces on the street and 

started thinking they were 
people from the 
submissions.” 

CAROLINE BEVAN
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Alumna helps organize center near Ground Zero

NIck Gingold/assistant photo editor
Musical guest Common serenades senior Khushboo Shah on stage Saturday 
night during a performance for Fall Fest. The artist freestyle rapped about GW in 
his roughly one-hour-long performance. See story PAGE 6.

FREESTYLEFEST

Ben Solomon/photo editor
On the fifth anniversary of the Sept. 11 attacks, 1985 GW alumnus Paul Douthit and his 10-year-old son 
Samuel watch as 184 beams of light are illuminated to commemorate the lives lost in the attack on the 
Pentagon. For more photos see gallery online at www.GWHATCHET.com.
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by Andrew Alberg
Senior Staff Writer

University officials will meet this week 
to discuss restructuring student ticket poli-
cies for men’s basketball games, said Robert 
Chernak, senior vice president for Student 
and Academic Support Services.

Chernak said administrators will meet to 
consider altering the ticket policy and early 
entry privileges of the Colonial Army, a 
1,000-person student spirit organization that 
has early admittance to the Smith Center for 
basketball games.

“There are a variety of constituencies 
on campus who have a variety of needs,” 
Chernak said. “As we anticipate interest in 
basketball going up, it raises the question 
of ‘is it okay the way we’ve been doing it, 
or should we take a look at all the issues?’ 
I really think it’s a good time to just kind of 
sort out all the issues, look at the pros and 
cons at how we could do things. ”

Junior Frank Dale, co-president of the 
four-year-old Colonial Army, said he is not 
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Univ. department takes over inspections
Safety searches 
continue
unannounced
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Colonial Army 
privileges may change

HEALTH AND SAFETY INSPECTION: TIMELINE

Pre-Fall, 2005: University Community Facilitators conduct a form of 

health and safety inspections of residence hall rooms

Beginning of Fall, 2005: University hires HRH Mitigation firm to con-
duct scheduled and announced health and safety inspections

End of Fall, 2005: University uses HRH Mitigation firm to conduct unan-
nounced randomly scheduled health and safety inspections

Beginning of Fall, 2006: University employees in Office of Risk 

Management take over unannounced health and safety inspections


