
by Leah Carliner
Hatchet Staff Writer 

Senior Katie Sagal has com-
pleted 18 credit hours each 
semester since her freshman 
year. That’s three credits – or 

one traditional class – more than 
what is required to achieve full-
time student status.

“I’ve always wanted to be 
a dorky over-achiever,” Sagal 
said.

With the payment of full-

time tuition, undergraduate stu-
dents can take up to 17 credit 
hours each semester. Some stu-
dents choose to take more than 
17 hours and are charged about 
$1,000 for each additional credit 
on top of tuition.    

 According to data 
collected by the Office of 
Institutional Research, as 
of early September, 20 per-
cent of GW’s main campus 
undergraduate population 
of about 9,700 students 
enrolls in 17 credit hours 
or more. The main cam-
pus includes undergradu-
ate students on the Foggy 
Bottom and Mount Vernon 
campuses.

Sagal, who was enrolled 
in the Women’s Leadership 
Program her first year, said 
the program’s schedule 
requirements would not 
allow her to take a class she 
wanted that was outside 
of the Women’s leadership 
curriculum. Rather than 
deny herself that academic 
opportunity, Sagal signed 
up for that sixth class and 
has not stopped since. 

With a double major in 
English and history, Sagal 
will have the credits to 
graduate this year – her 
third year at GW.

“I want to go to gradu-
ate school and law school 
so that’s another four years, 
so I’m just trying to mini-
mize the amount of time I 
spend in school,” she said. 
“Doing what I want to do 
right now, that’s seven 
years, why make it eight?”

Although Sagal speaks 
casually about her heavy 
course load, she acknowl-
edges that taking extra 
classes is not for everyone 
and keeping up with the 
workload is essential. 

“There’s no reason 

you need to take 18 credits a 
semester; don’t stress yourself 
out intentionally,” she said. “I 
would definitely say don’t take 
six classes freshman year.” 

Of the nearly 1,900 students 
who take the maximum num-
ber of credits or more, only 188 
undergraduates are registered 
for 19 credits or more, about 
2 percent of students. A stu-
dent who wishes to register for 
more than 19 credits must have 
the approval of a dean, said 
University Registrar Elizabeth 
Amundson.  

Shani Levin had to peti-
tion her dean at the Columbian 
College of Arts and Sciences in 
order to register for her desired 
schedule this semester. Levin, a 
senior majoring in speech and 
hearing and psychology needs 
to take 20 credits this semester 
in order to graduate with her 
double major on time. 

Although Levin was not 
e n t h u s i a s t i c 
about pay-
ing more than 
$3,000 for her 
extra credits, 
she said she 
believes it is the 
best option for 
her.

“Financially 
it’s worth it 
when you put it 
against spend-
ing another 
semester here,” 
she said. “Also 
,in terms of graduate school 
admissions, I think it makes 
sense to do the extra classes.” 

 While it may seem cost-
ly to enroll in just one credit 
hour over tuition at GW, many 
schools with similar tuition rates 
charge similar fees.  

Undergraduate students at 
New York University and Boston 
University are also charged 
about $1,000 per credit, but they 

allow up to 18 credits included 
in the schools’ tuitions.  

Amundson said one rea-
son students may pile on the 
credits is the heavy course load 
requirement in the undergradu-
ate school of Engineering and 
Applied Sciences, which often 
requires students to enroll in 18 
to 19 credits. 

Civil engineering professor 
Majid Manzari said students 
in the School of Engineering 
and Applied Science have to 
graduate with a larger number 
of credits than most depart-
ments, ranging from a 128-cred-
it requirement to a 139-credit 
requirement depending on the 
student’s focus. SEAS students 
are allowed to take up to 19 cred-
its without being charged addi-
tional fees. Comparatively, stu-
dents in the Columbian College 
of Arts and Sciences need only 
120 credits to graduate. 

“It prepares students to go 
and take a 
job,” said 
M a n z a r i 
about the 
majors in 
the engi-
n e e r i n g 
s c h o o l . 
“Because 
of that, it 
requires a 
little more 
training.”

S e t h 
Fink, a 
junior in 

SEAS, is registered for 18 cred-
its this semester. Fink is major-
ing in civil engineering with an 
environmental option and is 
also working toward a minor in 
mathematics. 

“We have a course path to 
go through and I have to take 
18 credits (this semester) to keep 
up,” said Fink. “I knew I would 
be taking a lot of courses.  I mean, 
I guess I’m not surprised.” n

OVERACHIEVING: STATISTICS

20% of undergraduates take 17 
credits or more

2% of undergraduate take 19 
credits or more

–source: Office of Institutional 
Research
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Ben Solomon/photo editor
Actor and comedian Jamie Foxx jumps during a shot at a pick-up basketball 
game at the Health and Wellness Center Tuesday.  See stories, PAGE 11.

FAMOUSFOXXUniversity buys 
ambulance

by Andrew Ramonas
Senior Staff Writer

After years of lobbying the 
University, EMeRG may finally 
have an ambulance. 

University Police Department 
Chief Dolores Stafford said they 
purchased a used ambulance at a 
“reasonable price” and hopes the 
University will support EMeRG’s 
use of it. She did not say when the 
ambulance was purchased or for 
how much money.

“It is certainly exciting news,” 
said law student Harland West-
gate, the student-run emergency 
response team’s public relations 
supervisor. “We’ve been trying to 
put a full, transporting ambulance 
in service for seven years now, and 
a significant step like that would be 
an indication that perhaps every-
one involved is close to agreeing 
that this is really a very beneficial 
move for the GW community.”

Senior Vice President of Stu-
dent and Academic Support Ser-
vice Robert Chernak, who over-
sees UPD and EMeRG, said the 
University will be considering 
several factors when deciding if 
EMeRG will be eligible to use the 
ambulance. 

Chernak said these factors in-
clude governmental and medical 
regulations, liability, costs, logistics 
and long-term sustainability of ser-
vicing the vehicle, among others. 

The ambulance has been seen 
in a parking lot at the Virginia 
Campus in Loudoun County for 
more than a month, said staff at the 
campus. Stafford said administra-
tors must approve EMeRG’s use 
of the vehicle before the group can 
operate it. 

EMeRG members expressed 

frustration last April over the 
University’s bureaucratic road-
blocks in preventing the organiza-
tion from acquiring an ambulance. 
Chernak responded by saying he 
would meet with UPD and mem-
bers of the Office or Risk Manage-
ment to discuss the possibility of 
getting an ambulance. 

 Chernak did not say when 
a decision would be made about 
EMeRG’s use of the vehicle. 

The University’s medical am-
nesty policy, which also affects the 
way EMeRG operates, has also 
undergone changes, University of-
ficials said.  

In the past Student Judicial Ser-
vices could issue alcohol violations 
to students who called EMeRG for 
a friend but were intoxicated and 
underage.

 In August 2005 the Univer-
sity changed its medical amnesty 
policy to allow students with no 
University judicial record to be 
exempt from SJS sanctions for a 
first-time offense. The change was 
made after administrators met 
with members of the Student As-
sociation, UPD and SJS. 

Since more meetings between 
administrators and SA officials 
took place last spring, the Univer-
sity changed its policy again grant-
ing full medical amnesty for all 
students regardless of their judicial 
background. The University did 
not say exactly when the change 
was made. 

“This means that there should 
be no hesitation on the part of stu-
dents to call for a friend or peer 
who is in need of medical atten-
tion,” said Brian Hamluk, director 
of Off-Campus Student Affairs. “A 
student who makes a phone call for 
a friend or peer will not be subject 
to any non-academic discipline pro-
vided there are no other violations 
of the Code of Student Conduct.”

Students within the SA, in-
cluding law student  Sen. Peter 
Feldman have been advocating for 
medical amnesty for the last three 
years.  n

Nurses sue 
hospital for 
overbilling

by David Ceasar
Senior News Editor

A group of four former anesthesiology nurses at 
GW Hospital sued the University for overbilling the 
federal government in Medicare charges.

The nurses alleged that the hospital overcharged at 
least $100 million by assessing physician rates for pro-
cedures performed by nurses or residents in training, 
said Alan Grayson, the group’s attorney. They initially 
filed a False Claims Act lawsuit in federal court over a 
decade ago on behalf on the U.S. government, but the 
most recent complaint was filed earlier this month.

Linda Dent, a spokesperson for GW Hospital, said 
the University has acted legally in its billing process.

“We believe GW and its physicians acted appro-
priately, and the matter is being challenged,” Dent said 
in an interview Tuesday.

A lawsuit can be filed under the False Claims Act 
when a person “knowingly presents ... to an officer or 
employee of the United States Government ... a false or 
fraudulent claim for payment or approval,” according 
to U.S. Code 31.

Grayson said he’s currently investigating five 
issues in the suit’s amended complaint, which was 
filed earlier this month. He requested from the hospital 
about 10,000 Medicare documents, which he said have 
not yet been turned over.

The attorney said the University threw away the 
documents.

“GW destroyed all of their records of billing to the 
government while the hearing was pending,” Grayson 
said in a phone interview Friday.

Dent refused comment on the allegation of 
destroyed evidence and on other specifics of the case 
because of a hospital policy prohibiting speaking 
about pending litigation.

In several examples cited in the suit, physicians 
were playing computer games, resting in the hospital’s 
lounge and studying for exams instead of performing 
procedures that were billed to Medicare, according to The 
Washington Times. GW attorneys called the allegations 
that the anesthesiologists were not involved in billed 
treatment as “bald-faced distortions” in court records.

The next hearing in the case is scheduled for Nov. 
2 in the U.S. District Court for D.C.

The GW Hospital is jointly owned and operated 
by the University and a subsidiary of Universal Health 
Services, Inc., one of the country’s largest hospital 
managements companies. The partnership began in 
July 1997, according to the hospital’s Web site. n

–Kaitlyn Jahrling contributed to this report.

A GW student was arrested 
Monday night for allegedly assault-
ing a 35-year-old woman at 12:12 
a.m., according to the University 
Police Department.

Both UPD and Metropolitan 
Police reports state that a male stu-
dent ran up to the woman near the 
GW Hospital on Washington Circle 
and tackled her to the ground. The 
student then fled the scene, but two 
witnesses and an MPD squad car 
chased him down. 

MPD officers handcuffed the 
student and took him to the down-
town police station, where he was 
held on the charge of simple as-
sault.

UPD Chief Dolores Stafford said 
that the student did not make bail 
and probably spent the night in jail. 
Both Stafford and the MPD report 
stated that the student appeared to 
be highly intoxicated.

Senior Matthew Wade wit-
nessed the event from his City Hall 
window.

“I saw this dude with this big 
jacket run down the street,” Wade 
said. “He was yelling for the cops.”

A witness interviewed by MPD 
and who identified himself only as 
“Toppings” said he and his friend 
were the ones who chased down 
the student.

“We were walking out of the 
Metro and the gentleman ran across 
Washington Circle and tackled the 
lady,” he said.

Both witnesses were dressed in 
Minnesota Vikings jerseys and wore 
foam Viking horns on their heads. 
The alleged victim was wearing a 
Redskins jersey.

According to the MPD report, 
the woman said she experienced 
back soreness but refused medical 
treatment.

–Kaitlyn Jahrling

For some, extra classes isn’t overbooking

Nick Gingold/assistant photo editor
Senior Katie Sagal has taken an extra class every semester 
since her freshman year. 

Student arrested for 
assaulting woman 
by Wash. Circle

UPD gets 
vehicle for possible 
EMeRG use 
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