
by David Ceasar
Senior News Editor

To accommodate more seating for the WOW 
Café and Wingery set to be in the Hippodrome, 
the University is eliminating the video games 

and ping-pong tables in the arcade area.
The Southwest-style wing restaurant was 

originally slated to open by Sept. 5 with the 
rest of the new Marvin Center dining venues. 
It is delayed again past the mid-October goal 
the University established after it was clear it 
would not open on time. Nancy Haaga, director 
of Campus Support Services, said she does not 
know when the restaurant will open, but said it 
should be operating before the end of the calen-
dar year. 

The construction, set to begin Monday, will 
include moving the pool tables into the arcade, 
while removing all the equipment currently in 

that room, officials said Wednesday.
Michael Peller, managing director of the 

Marvin Center, said many of the pool tables 
will be relocated to the arcade, but not all of 
them may fit. He also said the video games and 
table tennis tables will no longer be a part of the 
Hippodrome.

Haaga said the video games were not popu-
lar among students and that the renovations to 
the fifth floor of the Marvin Center will attract 
more students to the area.

“What was shared with us is that they don’t 

by Andrew Ramonas
Senior Staff Writer

Student Association President Lamar 
Thorpe said Tuesday that he will not be lob-
bying the University for student representa-
tion on the Board of Trustees. 

For two years a group of SA leaders have 
been petitioning for student representation 
on the Board of Trustees, the University’s 

highest governing body that makes decisions 
about tuition and enrollment and is in the 
process of choosing the next president of the 
University. Thorpe said the SA must prove to 
be a serious group before it can receive the 
respect of the board and lobby for representa-
tion on it.

“There is a level of maturity that must be 
displayed if we are going to allow a student 
on the board,” Thorpe said at the discussion 
with SA members in the Marvin Center. Some 
senators had requested the meeting to talk 
about student representation on the board.

 “The last few years, our SA has been 
plagued with petty political in-fighting, 
accomplishing virtually nothing,” he said. 
“However, we do have an 
opportunity upon us to change 
people’s perception about the 
SA.”

Junior Chris Rotella 
(CCAS-U) said he is disap-
pointed Thorpe will not be 
rigorously petitioning the 
University for student repre-
sentation on the body. 

“Students are the reason 
why GW exists as a University, 
and I think there should be 
a greater focus put on stu-
dents,” he said. “Having a 
student Trustee is a step in the 
right direction.” 

Rotella said Thorpe is 
undermining the effort put 
forth by some SA leaders to gain greater rep-
resentation in GW’s highest decision-making 
body. 

“How can we as a student body expect the 
administration to take us seriously when our 
top elected representative is constantly dis-
counting our ability and motivation?” Rotella 
wrote in an e-mail this week.

Last year’s SA President Audai Shakour, 
who graduated, maintained a stance of not 
lobbying vigorously for a student on the 
board, but last April nearly 70 percent of 
students voted in support of him appointing 
a student to the body. About 10 percent of the 

student body voted in the election. 
Shakour appointed graduate student 

Omar Woodard to the post, but the board did 
not change its rules about membership. 

“The Trustees are leaders and they are 
selected to lead,” said Woodard, a former 
SA president and current senator (CCAS-G). 
“If they want to know what students think, 
they got the SA president. If anything, the SA 
president should be on the board.”

The board permits a student representa-
tive to some of its committees including aca-
demic affairs and student life. The body also 
allows the SA president to address the board 
in each of its quarterly meetings. Neither the 
SA president nor the student representatives 

have voting power on the com-
mittees. 

 Thorpe is also sitting on the 
presidential Search Committee, 
made up mostly of board mem-
bers. 

SA members present talked 
about sitting down with admin-
istrators for an open discussion 
before taking any action.

“Let’s start with programs 
that bring the two (factions) 
together,” Woodard said. “Let’s 
have a conversation about what 
is going on here.”

The Hatchet reported in 
November 2005 that several 
universities including Cornell 
University, Howard University, 

St. Mary’s College in Maryland and the 
University of Massachusetts have students 
on their Boards of Trustees – all of which 
reported that they welcomed and supported 
a student’s presence on their boards.  

University President Stephen Joel 
Trachtenberg has said on several occasions 
that he does not support additional student 
representation on the Board. 

“The board is not hostile to the wisdom 
of students – there is just no formal role for 
that input in front of the whole board. It is 
heard in committee,” Trachtenberg said in a 
November 2005 interview.  n
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Big changes 
for basketball

University plans 
changes to b-ball 
admission

GW axes Colonials 
Invasion as part of 
SASS cuts 

Former 
student
kidnapped

Thorpe declines to lobby board

Colonials Invasion will not take 
place this year due to nearly $900,000 in 
budget cuts to Student and Academic 
Support Services, an official said. 

Robert Chernak, senior vice 
president for Student and Academic 
Support Services, said the University 
was forced to axe the three-year old 
pep event that introduces the basket-
ball season. Chernak declined com-
ment on the program’s cost.

“Colonials Invasion was identified 
as one of the campus events proposed 
to be curtailed this year,” said Nicole 
Macchione-Early, the director of SASS 
creative services communication. “As 
a result, it is no longer being planned 
for October.” 

Jack Kvancz, director of Athletics, 
said he is not a proponent of the 
event. 

“It’s an entertainment piece, which 
if you want to pay for, it’s great,” 
Kvancz said. “It’s not a basketball 
thing.”

When the University canceled 
Midnight Madness, a similar event, in 
2003, Kvancz’s sentiment was similar.

“All I’m interested in after sit-
ting in the stands for three hours is 
dunking,” Kvancz told The Hatchet 
in 2003. “That takes five minutes, and 
the women can’t dunk. So we have an 
NCAA (Tournament) women’s team 
who is very, very good, and nobody’s 

by Andrew Alberg
Senior Staff Writer
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 “The last few years, 
our SA has been 

plagued with petty 
political in-fighting, 

accomplishing 
virtually nothing.”

LAMAR THORPE
STUDENT ASSOCIATION 

PRESIDENT

The University is planning a major 
overhaul of ticketing and student seat-
ing for basketball games, which will 
likely take away the Colonial Army’s 
early admission to the Smith Center, 
an official said.

Director of Athletics Jack Kvancz 
said the group will lose its early 
entry privileges. Kvancz and Robert 
Chernak, senior vice president for 
Student and Academic Support 
Services, said in separate interviews 
that they want to give all students and 
equal opportunity to sit in the lower  
area of the Smith Center. 

The University scheduled a meet-
ing for Thursday evening with stu-
dent leaders to gauge student opinion 
for change in policy. Helen Saulny 
Cannaday, the assistant vice president 
for Student Academic and Support 
Services, said if student leaders show 
significant support for the Colonial 
Army, its privileges could continue 
but it would be outside the purview 
of SASS. Cannaday said the athletic 
department manages the Smith Center 
and could have the final decision in 
the matter.

Kvancz said definitively that the 
group would not have the same seat-
ing privileges, while Chernak said a 
decision has not yet been made. 

“Nothing has been decided,” 
Chernak said. “I think that what we 

BEINGBOXER

Nick Gingold/Assistant photo editor
U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) speaks about the war in Iraq and homeland security 
at the Elliott School of International Affairs Tuesday night. The speech was sponsored by 
GW College Democrats, the GW Law Democrats, the Student Global AIDS Campaign and 
international affairs fraternity Delta Phi Epsilon. See Story PAGE 8. 

Seating for delayed 
wingery to cause pool 
table relocation

by David Ceasar
Senior News Editor

A former GW student’s parents allegedly 
bound and kidnapped her in Maine last week 
and planned to force her have an abortion, a 
police officer said.

Katelyn Kampf left Boston College last 
year after her parents, Nicholas and Lola 
Kampf, became aware of her relationship with 
a man now in jail, the Boston Globe reported 
this week. Her parents forcibly enrolled their 
daughter at GW as a student this past summer, 
Lt. Fred Rheault of the Salem (N.H.) Police 
Department told The Hatchet.

The Kampf parents allegedly tied up 
and gagged Katelyn Kampf Friday morn-
ing, abducting her from their home in North 
Yarmouth, Maine, Rheault said. Nicholas 
Kampf stopped at a K-Mart in Salem to make 
a phone call after his daughter had hidden his 
cell phone. 

Rheault said Katelyn Kampf “preyed on 
her mother ’s sympathy” and asked to be 
allowed to go to the bathroom. Once separated 
from her parents in the K-Mart, she escaped to 
the Staples next door to call “911.”

When the police arrived, they found the 
parents looking for their daughter in the park-
ing lot. They found a .22 caliber rifle, rope and 
duct tape inside the family Lexus. Rheault 
added that there were two or three bags and 
“clothes thrown around the car like they 
jammed it quickly and were on the road.”

The Boston Globe reported that local police 
said the parents “admitted to the plot,” but 
Rheault said in an interview Wednesday night 
that the two didn’t admit guilt. He said the 
couple was charged with kidnapping Friday, 
as well as possession of marijuana.

“They made some statements; I wouldn’t 
go so far as to say they confessed,” Rheault 
said. 

Katelyn Kampf told a local sheriff she 
thought the kidnapping was sparked by 
her parents’ unrest with her interracial rela-
tionship, according to the Globe. The paper 
reported that the parents allegedly were try-
ing to bring their daughter to New York or 
Massachusetts to force her to have an abor-
tion.

 “She clearly is still traumatized by the 
event,” said Mark Dion, sheriff of Cumberland 
County, Maine, where the alleged abduction 
occurred. “It is difficult for her to appreciate 
that her parents did what they did, although 
it’s not a surprise to her, based on other events 
that have occurred in the household.”

In Monday’s arraignment, the judge 
released the Kampf parents from jail on 
$100,000 bail, Rheault said. The judge ordered 
the couple to stay away from their daughter 
and her boyfriend’s family. The next court 
proceeding is Sept. 26.

GW spokesperson Adela de la Torre said 
Kampf was enrolled as a non-degree stu-
dent during the summer session, but said she 
was not sure if the 19-year-old student took 
classes. 

Kampf’s parents said they bought her an 
apartment in D.C. this summer and enrolled 
her at GW, Rheault said. 

“They’re not sure if she ever attended or 
if she just went down; they dropped her off 
for school, and then she left after they left,” 
Rheault said. “There was a period of no con-
tact … (and) they went down to check on her 
well-being.”

Rheault said the parents determined that 
their daughter had not been in the Washington 
apartment, which is what led them back to 
Maine to look for her. n
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