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by Jake Sherman
Sports Editor

Admission for GW men’s 
basketball games will be on 
a first-come, first-serve basis, 
a University official told The 
Hatchet yesterday. 

The University will not 
offer early admission to the 
Smith Center for any student 
organization, and students 
will not be required to pick up 
tickets, Director of Athletics 
Jack Kvancz said yesterday. 

“Everybody is going to 
have to line up,” Kvancz said. 
“It’s going to be a first-come, 
first-serve deal, and it seems to 
be the most fair proposition.”

For the last three years, the 
Colonial Army has enjoyed a 
15-minute early entrance poli-
cy into the Smith Center with a 
$15 membership fee. Students 
who did not join the Colonial 
Army typically did not obtain 
the best seats because Army 
members would occupy much 
of the 5,000-seat arena’s lower 
section.

The University had been 
considering issuing tickets 
this season to prepare stu-
dents for an eventual transi-
tion to a season ticket-style 

system. Officials are plan-
ning to replace bleachers with 
arena-style seating, at which 
point they plan to sell season 
tickets.

University administrators 
decided that students will be 
required to get their GWorld 
cards validated to ensure the 
student is actively enrolled as 
a student at GW. Helen Saulny 
Cannaday, the assistant vice 
president for Student and 
Academic Support Services, 
said she saw alumni and fac-
ulty take advantage of student 
admission with GWorlds last 
season. 

The University is also plan-
ning a “low-cost, celebratory 
event” in place of Colonials 
Invasion to mark the begin-
ning of the basketball season, 
Kvancz said.

“The event will be designed 
with student input and 
planned in conjunction with 
the Department of Athletics, 
Student Activities Center and 
the spirit programs to ensure 
that the student community 
is introduced to the players,” 
according to a news release 
obtained by The Hatchet.

Afghan president makes address
by David Ceasar
Senior News Editor

Afghan President Hamid 
Karzai spoke about the econom-
ic development of his country 
and the need for more business 
ties with the U.S. in an address 
Tuesday afternoon.

About 250 invited guests 
and members of the media filled 
the Jack Morton Auditorium in 
the School of Media and Public 
Affairs building, according to 
University officials. U.S. Secretary 
of Commerce Carlos Gutierrez 
joined the president of the Islamic 
Republic of Afghanistan to dis-
cuss progress of the five-year-old 
democracy, which was freed from 
the authoritarian Taliban regime 
in 2001 by American troops.

“Afghanistan is a business 
place. Afghanistan is not a place 
for politics. If in the past centuries 
we ... built armies, if we invaded 
places, if we occupied places, it 
was to make money. Today, the 
nature of business has changed,” 
said Karzai, who received three 
standing ovations throughout 
the event. “Today Afghanistan 
wants to set its nets all the way 
in America.”

Karzai, who was adorned 
with a green and purple robe 

Hamid Karzai discusses economic development ties to U.S.

Ben Solomon/photo editor
Afghan President Hamid Karzai discusses his country’s economic development at the Jack Mor-
ton Auditorium Tuesday afternoon. U.S. Commerce Secretary Carlos Gutierrez (left) also spoke. 

Univ. finalizes 
b-ball admission

CNN’s “Reliable  
Sources” will begin regular 
tapings in the Jack Morton 
Auditorium Oct. 6, the 
University announced this 
week. 

Washington Post media 
critic Howard Kurtz hosts 
the hour-long program, 
which airs once a week and 
will be taped once a month 
at GW. Kurtz examines 
trends in journalism and its 
impact on current events. 

Kurtz told The Hatchet in 
a phone interview that he’s 
excited to have GW students 
in the audience. Audience 
members are encouraged 
to ask Kurtz and his guests 
questions on the air.

“On ‘Reliable Sources’ 
we talk a lot about what 
the public thinks about how 
journalists cover news and 
it really helps to be able 
to hear directly from con-
sumers of news rather than 
guessing what they might 
think,” Kurtz said.

The first episode will 
likely focus on issues sur-
rounding the war in Iraq and 
the upcoming congressional 
elections, Kurtz said.  

GW is in the fifth year 
of a six-year contract with 
CNN that requires CNN to 
produce a certain number of 

hours of televised shows in 
the Jack Morton Auditorium, 
said Director of Media 
Relations Tracy Schario. 

Since the agreement 
was signed in 2002, CNN 
has taped “Crossfire” and 
“On the Story” in the Jack 
Morton Auditorium. 

“Crossfire” had taped at 
GW for three years between 
2002 and 2005, while “On 
the Story” logged only one 
year’s worth of taping in 
the Jack Morton Auditorium 
before it was dropped from 
the CNN lineup.

According  to 
Vice President for 
Communications Michael 
Freedman, the University’s 
relationship with a news 
agency like CNN is unique. 

“There is no other 
University that has a partner-
ship with a news network,” 
Freedman said. “That’s a 
very cool relationship, and 
it’s a win-win situation for 
GW.”

Students interested in 
obtaining tickets to a taping 
of “Reliable Sources,” which 
airs Sunday mornings from 
10 to 11 a.m., should e-mail 
CNN@gwu.edu. Tickets 
for the monthly tapings are 
free.  

– Eric Roper

“Reliable Sources” to start taping
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A history of halls: Dorms then and now
by Eric Roper 

Senior Staff Writer

Residence halls at GW have changed dramatically over the last 
half-century. Today, most students live in one of many co-ed dorms 
with as many as six roommates, high-tech electronics and strict secu-
rity. Fifty years ago, the story was very different. 

From the “Superdorm” to Potomac House
When Daniel Kane, a law and public policy professor, arrived at 

GW in 1948, he carried only a few suitcases and had no idea where he 
was going to live or who he was going to live with. In this era almost 
60 years ago, the only dormitories available were for male athletes and 
war veterans. 

“When I came in ’48, this was a night school,” Kane said. “The 
people who came here either lived at home or they lived in the area.”

Because he had served in WWII, Kane was sent to Draper Hall, a 
converted military barracks located on 23 and G Street that housed 
approximately 120 veterans.

His small two-person room, which he said cost him $12 a month, 
contained a bunk bed, desk, chair and running water for each roommate. 

See DORMS, p. 14
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Dorm condom program begins

by Andrew Ramonas
Senior Staff Writer 

Student Association President Lamar 
Thorpe announced Tuesday that free con-
doms will be available in freshman residence 
halls starting thursday. 

The initiative will put condoms in a 
bowl near security checkpoints at freshman 
residence halls. The program will run this 
semester and could expand to include more 
halls in the future, said Thorpe, a senior.

During his campaign for SA president, 
Thorpe focused on improving sexual health 
on campus, making his “Condoms in the 
Residence Halls” initiative one of the main 
pillars of his campaign.

Earlier this month, Thorpe announced 
that free HIV testing will be available to stu-
dents at Student Health. The test is free, but 
students will still have to pay an office fee. 

A report released this month by Trojan 
Condoms ranked GW sixteenth in the nation 
for best sexual health.

According to the “report card,” GW 
scored an overall 2.7 on a 4.0 scale, receiv-
ing “A’s” for sexual health information on 
the University Web site, contraception and 
advice columns, a “B” in lecture and out-
reach programs, “C’s” for HIV/ Sexually 
Transmitted Infection testing and sexual 

assault services and an “F” for condom 
availability. 

The study was conducted between 
February and May 2006 by Sperling’s Best 
Places for Trojan Condoms and was based 
solely on information found on the Web 
sites of 100 major universities, said Bert 
Sperling, president of 
Sperling’s Best Places.

“The goal was to get 
a window into a range of 
universities; we wanted to 
take some of the largest 
universities in the United 
States and ones that were 
geographically distribut-
ed,” Sperling wrote in an 
e-mail. 

 “We want people to 
see how their university 
compares with others in 
this very important area of 
health,” he said. “The first 
step towards young people 
taking care of themselves 
is to have answers to their 
questions.”

The University’s sexu-
al health services can still 
improve and the report 
card results in some areas serve as a remind-
er, Thorpe said.

“It is pretty well known where we cur-
rently lack and don’t lack,” Thorpe said. “We 
are not No. 1, so we still have some work to 
do.” 

The SA is working on expanding sexu-
ally transmitted infection testing and sexual 
assault services, both of which received aver-

age markings by Trojan, Thorpe said. 
To improve sexual assault services, 

Thorpe plans to bring the sexual assault 
awareness group, One and Four, to cam-
pus. Thorpe said he is not entirely dis-
pleased with sexual assault services, how-
ever.

“In terms of rape pro-
tection programs, I don’t 
think we are that far off,” 
Thorpe said. 

American University 
announced that it will 
begin selling condoms to 
students for 50 cents in 
each of AU’s dorms this 
week as part of an effort 
to improve sexual health 
on the AU campus, 
according to the school’s 
student newspaper, The 
Eagle. 

Although the con-
doms will not be free, 
AU Student Government 
President Ashley 
Mushnick said she has 
received positive feed-
back from students and 
encourages student 

leaders at other universities to take an 
active but cautious approach to address-
ing sexual health on their campuses, too.

“Make the message clear that you 
aren’t encouraging promiscuity when you 
talk about protection,” Mushnick wrote in 
an e-mail. “You are encouraging respon-
sibility and informed choices about your 
sexual health.” n

Trojan ranks GW 
No. 16 for sexual 
health

Lamar Thorpe, SA president, 
announced a free condom program 
for frosh halls starting Thursday.
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