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University fully funds EMeRG
by Andrew Ramonas

Senior Staff Writer

As the Student Association 
allocated funds to student organi-
zations Tuesday night, one group 
was not on the agenda.

The University will fund stu-
dent emergency response group 
EMeRG this year after years of 
debate about Student Association 
allocations for the group. 

The SA, which doles out 
money for student organizations, 
has partially funded the group in 
recent years while the University 
Police Department has funded 
the majority of the organization’s 
budget. 

In July 2006, GW officials gave 
EMeRG 100 percent of the orga-
nization’s funding. The group’s 
budget was raised from $56,000 
last year to $78,000 this year. 

“The SA’s decision to cease 
funding EMeRG was unfortu-
nately not a surprise,” said law 
student Harland Westgate, the 
group’s public relations supervi-
sor. “As with any governing body, 
the SA has been looking for ways 
to cut spending, and for various 
reasons, EMeRG became a favor-
ite target.”

 This year the SA had about 
$180,000 less to allocate to orga-
nizations, but SA members said it 
was not their fault the SA did not 
get any money.

“The Senate, in the past, has 
felt that EMeRG is a function 
of the University not the SA,” 
said Senator Andrew Salzman 
(GSEHD), chair of the SA’s 
Finance Committee

Salzman said SA rules restrict 
the body from funding necessary 

GW PICKS UP TAB AFTER YEARS OF PARTIAL FUNDING

(Above) EMeRG 
volunteers 
respond to a 
call outside the 
Marvin Center in 
December 2005.  
(Below) Volun-
teers perform 
drills while on call 
in their headquar-
ters in the Marvin 
Center in August 
2005.  The groups 
will be funded by 
the University this 
year after years of 
debate about Stu-
dent Association 
allocations for the 
group.See EMeRG, p. 6

by David Ceasar
Senior News Editor

A 2005 Elliott School graduate 
was kidnapped in the West Bank 
Wednesday and released later that 
day.

Ansar Assuna – a previously 
unknown militant Palestinian 
group – told Reuters wire service 
that it kidnapped an American stu-
dent in Nablus, West Bank, a State 
Department spokesperson told 
The Hatchet Wednesday evening. 
The news agency reported that the 
group abducted Michael Phillips, 
24, as leverage for the release of im-
prisoned Palestinian women and 
minors. Reuters stated that the Pal-
estinian gunmen unconditionally 
freed him late Wednesday night 
Israeli time, without providing a 
reason for the release.

“I’m fine, and I’m happy that 
this incident is over,” Phillips told 
Reuters. Asked if he was abused, 
he said, “Nothing like that hap-
pened.”

Phillips, of Mandeville, La., 
teaches English to underprivileged 
Palestinian children in the West 
Bank as part of Project Hope, a hu-
manitarian organization. He has 
been in Israel since leaving D.C. in 
June 2006.

Phillips’ father, William Phil-
lips, said his son was intrigued by 
the politics and social issues of the 
region.

“He was particularly inter-
ested in the Middle Eastern area, 
and he also always had an interest 
in humanitarian efforts,” his father 
said. “(Michael is there to) promote 
good will understanding to differ-
ent nationalities.”

The graduate’s family is “just 
elated” that he was safely released, 
his father added. “(We’re) much re-
lieved, and that’s about it.”

William Phillips said his son 
told him that he was blindfolded 
and bound but not harmed during 
his abduction, which he said lasted 
more than 36 hours. The father said 
he is not sure if his son will return 
home soon.

The American embassy in Is-
rael called him early Wednesday 
morning to tell him his son had 
been kidnapped, William Phillips 
said.

Reuters reported that Ansar 
Assuna said the abduction was 
done to “confront the American 

war on Islam.” William Phillips 
said the kidnappers would not get 
their message across by abducting 
a humanitarian worker.

“Michael was – is – there strictly 
to help the local people ... not only 
does he not represent a threat, but 
represents the type of person who 
is their best hope to gain under-
standing in the international com-
munity,” William Phillips said. “So 
they’re actually harming their own 
interests instead of helping.”

Michael Phillips’ father, mother 
and grandparents waited Wednes-
day for more information to come 
from the U.S. embassy and Project 
Hope officials.

“We’re worried sick,” William 
Phillips said before his son was re-
leased. “Obviously it’s early in the 
process, so we’re very optimistic ... 
we’re just waiting for now.”

University President Stephen 
Joel Trachtenberg was monitoring 
the situation throughout the day 
and said he was relieved the alum-
nus was freed.

“I’m glad that it all worked 
out,” Trachtenberg said in a phone 
interview Wednesday evening. “I 
hope he doesn’t lose his faith and 
continues to live up to the aspira-
tions we have for GW students.”

Earlier in the day, Trachtenberg 
said the University’s “hearts and 
prayers” went out to the Phillips’ 
relatives.

“It’s like a big family, like one of 
your children in trouble,” he said of 
the kidnapping. “There’s not much 
else you can do from a distance, but 
try to be supportive of the family 
and keep your fingers crossed.”

2006 graduate Katie Carguilo, 
who was Phillips’ roommate for 
two years in a Cleveland Park 
apartment, was relieved to hear her 
friend was safely released.

“I’m really, really happy for 
Michael, and I hope that he comes 
home and that I get to see him 
soon,” she said Wednesday eve-
ning. “I’m very happy that it ended 
peacefully.”

Carguilo said Phillips was no 
stranger to living in the Middle 
East. She said he previously trav-
eled to Egypt, Lebanon and Syria, 
and has been happily living in the 
West Bank for the past four and a 
half months.

Senior Marisha Peña, who took 
several classes with  Phillips in her 
sophomore year, said they stayed 
in touch over the summer.

“He was really happy; he was 
really glad doing what he was do-
ing,” Peña said. “He said people 
were really friendly there ... (and) 
he felt safe.” n

Alum abducted 
in West Bank

Courtesy William Phillips
Michael Phillips, pictured here with his parents William and 
Sharon after Commencement in May 2005, was kidnapped in 
the West Bank Wednesday and released later that day. 

SA allocates money to groups

by Andrew Ramonas
Senior Staff Writer

The annual Student Association meeting 
about allocating money to student organiza-
tions has lasted until 4 or 5 a.m. in recent years. 
Tuesday night’s allocations meeting ended just 
before midnight – but not everyone was happy 
it was over so soon. 

With about $180,000 less available to allocate 
to student organizations this year as compared 
to last year, the Senate approved in a 23-4 vote 
to allocate $475,000 to more than 200 student 
organizations, said Senator Andrew Salzman 
(GSEHD), chair of the Finance Committee. SA 
officials said that this year’ budget reflects a 
normal amount of money, and that last year’s 
was an atypical year with a larger budget than 
usual.

“I feel like we passed a flawed finance bill 
today,” said Marc Abanto (U-At Large) in his 
closing statement to the body. “Student organi-
zations will look back on this and wonder why 
we weren’t able to give another hour or two for 
debate.”

The College Republicans was one orga-
nization hoping for more 
money during the meet-
ing. 

Senior Gary Livacari, 
chair of the CRs, said the 
organization deserved an 
amount of money equiva-
lent to what it received last 
year. This year, the group 
was given $8,911. The orga-
nization received $10,500 
last year, and with that 
money it was voted the best 
chapter in the country by 
the national organization. 

“We are a bit disap-
pointed,” Livacari said. 
“But at the end of the day, 
we are one of the best-
funded student organiza-
tions.”

The CRs were not the 
only group hoping to get 
a larger initial allocation 
Tuesday night. 

The International 
Affairs Society did not receive an increase from 
the $4,510 originally allocated by the SA Finance 
Committee despite the efforts of Elliot School 
of International Affairs Senators George Blair, 
Kevin Kozlowski and Jessica Jacobson, who are 
all sophomores.

 “I regret that we couldn’t do more 
for the IAS which 
does so much for the 
school,” Kozlowski 
said.

Blair said that 
student organiza-
tions, like the IAS 
and the CRs, that 
are looking for more 
money can use the 
co-sponsorship fund 
as a resource. 

The co-sponsor-
ship fund is money 
set aside by the SA 
to allocate to stu-
dent organizations 
for subsidizing the 
cost of events.

The co-sponsor-
ship fund, however, 
is also smaller than 
it was last year. With 
$138,000 available 
this year compared 
to $220,000 available 

last year, Salzman said the SA is in a budget 
crunch. 

“Student organizations will have to find 
alternate sources of funding,” Salzman said. 

Some organizations 
disappointed in 
amount of funding

See FUNDS, p. 6

The University Police De-
partment is investigating how 
fecal matter appeared in the 
lobby and stairwell of Gelman 
Library at around 8 p.m. Mon-
day evening.

UPD and library officials 
said they could not comment 
on the situation because it is 
being investigated.

“The issue that we have is 
since it’s under investigation 
by UPD we can’t really com-
ment on it,” said Gale Etsch-
maier, associate University 
librarian for public services. 

“Of course the first prior-

ity was to contact facilities and 
housekeeping,” she said. “We 
wanted to make sure the facil-
ity was secure and conducive 
to student use.”

Some students have specu-
lated that a blind patron’s See-
ing Eye dog caused it or that it 
was the result of a prank.

UPD is investigating the 
incident. UPD Chief Dolores 
Stafford said: “I have no infor-
mation indicating that anyone 
was detained or questioned as 
part of the investigation into 
that incident.” 

– Kaitlyn Jahrling

UPD looks into Gelman feces Colonial Army proposes perks

by Jake Sherman
Sports Editor 

A Colonial Army proposal outlines 
new membership incentives including pre-
game tailgate parties and discounts at Juice 
Zone. 

Tim Miller, the student pep group’s 
adviser and director of the Student Activities 
Center, said all aspects of the new member-
ship plan are not finalized.

The Army hopes to charge its members 
$10 for a slew of new perks that include 
giveaways, food and sports memorabilia. 
The spirit department provided money 
for T-shirt production and the Student 
Association allocated $1,000 for other costs.

Frank Dale, the president of the Colonial 
Army, said he was worried about the future 
of the 3-year-old organization when the 
Athletic department announced that the 
group would no longer enjoy early entrance 

into the Smith Center, a privilege it enjoyed 
since it began.

Dale said the funding from the spirit 
department and the SA’s allocation will 
help the group’s prolonged existence.

“We have some money in the bank,” 
Dale said of the allocation. “It’s important, 
because then we can order things without 
having to wait for membership fee money. 
We can stay ahead of the curve.”

The group plans to begin selling mem-
berships Oct. 17 to Oct. 19 in the Columbian 
Square portion of J Street.

Membership 
incentives include 
tailgates, travel

See ARMY, p. 12
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QUICKTAKES: SA BUDGET CRUNCH

Amount of money allocated to student 
organizations: $475,000

Amount available to allocate to student 
organizations last year: $655,000

Amount available in co-sponsorship 
fund this year: $138,000

Amount available in co-sponsorship 
fund last year: $220,000

Amount student organizations requested 
from co-sponsorship fund this week: 
$50,000

source: SA Finance Committee

2005 ESIA grad 
let go unharmed
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