
by Ben Hyman
Hatchet Reporter

The University is making final 
preparations for thousands of families 
and alumni to descend on the Foggy 
Bottom and Mount Vernon campuses 
this weekend. 

University officials said they expect 
about 1,000 alumni and up to 4,500 
family members at this year’s Colonials 
Weekend, which lasts from Friday until 
Sunday. 

Organizers of alumni events said 
they are planning new events in an 
effort to attract more attendees. 

“We have expanded and innovated 
programming, including adding a 30-
year reunion,” said Andrew Kaufteil, 
director of reunions.

Rodney Johnson, GW’s director 
of Parent Services, said he expects a 
similar turnout this year. 

 “We’ve had great turnouts in the 
past,” he said. “We always look forward 
to having parents, families and alumni 
on campus.”

The Office of Alumni Programs said 
increased fundraising and donation to 
the University in recent years has led to 
the department’s ability to beef up its 
Colonials Weekend programming.   

“We have an extremely active 
Reunion committee with members 
who met various times over the 
year, conducted phone-a-thons, etc,” 
Kaufteil said. “Reunion fundraising 
efforts have also intensified, 
prompting major gifts from numerous 
participants.”

Jerry Seinfeld, the Emmy and 
Golden Globe award-winning 
comedian, will headline the 
weekend’s festivities. Seinfeld will 
perform on Saturday night at 7 and 10 
p.m. in the Smith Center.  Both shows 
are sold out.

University President Stephen Joel 
Trachtenberg, in his last Colonials 
Weekend as president, will host a 
Saturday morning discussion called 
“For the Record: A Conversation with 

Stephen Joel Trachtenberg.”
Johnson, who has been at GW since 

Trachtenberg’s term as president began 
19 years ago, said this weekend is the 
chance to see the various aspects of the 
University Trachtenberg has improved 
in his nearly two decades at the helm. 

“It’s a little bit melancholy … (but) 
he’s allowed us to do some wonderful 
events,” Johnson said.

Five years ago, alumni and parents 
had separate annual events in the fall. 
However the events of Sept. 11 forced 
the alumni weekend to be canceled 
in 2001, at which point the University 
decided to combine the weekends.

Although the University is not 
hosting a musical act this year, 
Johnson believes there are plenty 
events to keep families and alumni 
busy. Saturday night events include: a 
Cabaret showcase, La Fiestasa, and a 
Kogan Plaza Dessert, Coffee and Music 
Reception. 

 “I think we have enough other 

things … that anyone can enjoy (on 
Saturday night),” Johnson said.

The University will also host five-
year, 10-year, 25-year, 30-year, Law 
and Medical school reunions over the 
weekend.

The 50-year reunion of the class 
of 1956 will include a luncheon and 
a guided bus tour of the District, 
according to Kaufteil. The Classes of 
1976, 1981, 1996 and 2001 will all hold 
Saturday evening reunions on campus.

On Foxhall Road, the Mount Vernon 
campus will be hosting its annual 
Oktoberfest. The event will be held on 
the Quad on Saturday afternoon from 
2 to 5 p.m. and will feature live music 
and arts and crafts.

Visitors can also catch a full weekend 
of sports both at Foggy Bottom and the 
Mount Vernon campuses, the “Classes 
without Quizzes” lecture series and the 
Dean’s breakfast for their school. n

–Lizzie Wozobski contributed to this 
report.

by Ryan Holeywell
Senior Staff Writer

Local political leaders and 
University President Stephen Joel 
Trachtenberg lampooned outgoing 
D.C. Mayor Anthony Williams 
Wednesday night for what they called 
his bland personality and frequent 
travel at a roast honoring him in his 
final weeks in office.

The roast was part of a gala to 
benefit Southeastern University, a 
private, non profit school of 1,000 
students that offers associate, 
bachelors and masters degrees. 
The event, which several hundred 
attended, took place at the Marriott 
Wardman Park Hotel near Adams 
Morgan. 

“We want our students to be the 
beneficiaries of the legacy Mayor 
Williams leaves,” said Charlene Jarvis, 
president of Southeastern University. 
Williams was elected mayor in 1998.

NBC4’s Tom Sherwood, who 
served as the event’s emcee, 
introduced Trachtenberg as president 
of “the only real estate development 
company in America that has 
‘University’ attached.” Trachtenberg 
drew some of the loudest laughter of 
the night when he said Williams was 
“more macho than Carol Schwartz 
multiplied by Linda Cropp,” a 
reference to a city council member 
and the city council chair.

Trachtenberg also joked that 
since there are presidential searches 
ongoing at both GW and American 
University, Williams should consider 
applying for those positions when he 
leaves office.

“Besides, the great thing about 
being a college president, Tony, is 
that no one will ever find fault with 
you,” Trachtenberg said. “They won’t 
even ignore you because they won’t 
know you’re there. Trust me: a quiet, 
non-controversial fellow like you 
will fit right in, like Larry Summers 

at Harvard,” Trachtenberg added, 
referring to the school’s former 
president who generated headlines 
when he attempted to explain why 
there are more men than women in 
science. 

When Trachtenberg left the stage 
after giving a five-minute speech, 
Sherwood said, “While I was up here, 
four more blocks of Foggy Bottom 
disappeared.”

Humor aside, Trachtenberg said 
in an interview with The Hatchet 
before the event that he has no idea 
whether Williams is on a list of 
candidates being considered for GW’s 
presidency and does not plan to play 
a role in the search.

Other local leaders also joked 
about Williams’ career options once 
he leaves office.

“Mayor Williams could become 

a stadium parking lot attendant, 
but to qualify, he must first submit 

a parking lot,” joked D.C.’s non-
voting congressional representative 
Eleanor Holmes Norton, referencing 

the ongoing controversy about 
underground versus above–
ground parking at the new 
baseball stadium. She also said 
Williams could join presumptive 
new mayor Adrian Fenty’s team 
as “his hair stylist in charge of 
buff and shine.” Fenty’s head is 
shaved. 

Ward 2 Councilmember Jack 
Evans joked that Williams could 
join Al Gore as a motivational 
speaker, a reference to what some 
consider his bland style. 

Fenty, grinning as he took 
the stage, announced, “I’ve been 
waiting a long time for this.” He told 
Williams that once he presumably 
takes offices, “I hope to get the 
same type of helpful, encouraging 
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Trachtenberg roasts outgoing mayor
METRO NEWS

GW president 
pokes fun at D.C. 
Mayor Williams

by Leah Carliner
Senior Staff Writer

“What’s that?” said 40-year-old graduate student 
Dennis Comer when asked about his thoughts on 
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg.

Comer is working toward a master’s degree 
in publishing and takes classes at GW’s campus in  
Alexandria, Va. , a learning center with seven classrooms 
located in a Virginia shopping center. 

Far from living the life of an average Foggy Bottom 
graduate or undergraduate student, Comer is an Army 
Test and Evaluation Commander by day and a student 
who attends evening classes at one of GW’s 10 “Near 
You” centers by night.

While he may be paying tuition to GW, he does not 
concern himself with typical campus issues.

Asked about venturing to GW’s main campus 
Comer said: “I don’t need to go there.”

Annette Allgood, director of the Alexandria 
Graduate Education Center, said despite the lack of 
school spirit, the Alexandria center is a vital part of the 
GW community.

“There are an awful lot of adults who can’t get into 
the District to take classes,” said Allgood. “We take GW 
to them.” 

Allgood said the 11-year-old Alexandria center 
will have to find a new location when the lease on its 
classroom and office space runs out in August 2008. 
Allgood said the center is looking to double its space, 
despite its recent decline in enrollment when specific 
programs, including engineering, were transferred to 
GW’s newer Arlington center. 

The Alexandria center teaches 464 students said 
Matt Lindsay, assistant director of GW Media Relations. 
In addition to Alexandria, other GW “Near You” 
centers located in Virginia include centers in Arlington, 
Newport News, Mechanicsville, Chesapeake, Virginia 
Beach, Ashburn and McLean. There are also three 
centers located in the District. 

Alexandria center student Bethany Cochol, 26, 
is in the last year of a graduate degree program in 
counseling. The program is offered as a cohort, meaning 
students are admitted as a group, take classes together 
and graduate as one unit. 

“I really liked the idea of the program … (it’s) an 
intense two years, but (you’re) getting it done in two 
years,” she said. 

You get to know everyone in your cohort really well, 
said Cochol, likening the program to a small family. 

See CAMPUSES, p. 11

Univ. prepares for weekend

Athlete kicked off 
team after arrest

Ben Solomon/photo editor
Leah Covington-Small and Debbie Kirksey assist Director of Parent Services 
Rodney Johnson in preparation for Colonials Weekend. 

Officials expect 5,500 relatives, alumni for Colonials Weekend

Erin Shea/photo editor
University President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg jokes about outgoing Mayor Anthony Williams Wednesday eve-
ning at the Marriott Wardman Park Hotel.  The roast was held to raise money for Southeastern University. 

SPORTS

“Trust me: a quiet, 
non-controversial fellow 
like you will fit right in, 
like Larry Summers at 

Harvard.”

STEPHEN JOEL 
TRACHTENBERG

UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT

by Jake Sherman
Sports Editor

A freshman on the water polo 
team was released from D.C. jail 
Monday evening after being charged 
with a misdemeanor count of pos-
session of marijuana with the intent 
to distribute.

Alexander Price, an 18-year old 
from Hawaii, spent nearly two days 
in custody after being arrested in 
his Thurston Hall room early Sun-
day morning, according to a police 
report of the incident. The report 
documented that Price admitted to 
possession of nine bags of marijua-
na, drug paraphernalia and $733.64 
in cash. He said he was supplying 
his roommates with marijuana for 

alcohol, according to court docu-
ments.

Coach Scott Reed and Director 
of Athletics Jack Kvancz booted 
the scholarship athlete off the wa-
ter polo team. Price faces a Nov. 20 
court date when, if convicted, he 
could face a maximum of 180 days 
in jail and a $1,000 fine, according 
to D.C. law. He also awaits a deci-
sion from Student Judicial Services 
on his status at GW. 

GW does not drug–test its ath-
letes, and NCAA drug tests do not 
test for street drugs. The NCAA 
only tests one team per school each 
year, and the water polo team has 
not been tested in four years, senior 
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SA funds not to 
support Gallaudet 

CAMPUS NEWS

by Andrew Ramonas and 
Briana Myers

Hatchet Reporters

Student Association President Lamar 
Thorpe announced he will not use SA 
funds to provide materials for student-
protesters camping out at Gallaudet 
University, heeding the calls of some 
senators. 

Thorpe visited the campus last 
week to decide if the SA should provide 
support for students opposing the 
incoming president of the university. 
They maintain that Jane Fernandes, the 
president-designate at the country’s only 
deaf liberal arts college, does not represent 
deaf culture because she has been able to 
speak since childbirth and did not learn 
American Sign Language until age 23. 
Opponents also say Fernandes is cold 

and lacks leadership skills, and they claim 
the presidential search committee lacked 
diversity.

“You have my word: we are not going 
to use any SA funds for that,” said Thorpe, 
a senior, who will now be using privately 
raised money to pay for the expenses. 

An SA vice president purchased $141 
worth of food, water, blankets, coal and 
fire-starting supplies with his own money 
Monday night for Gallaudet students.

Last Friday, 134 Gallaudet protesters 
were arrested by university police after 
blockading the campus and shutting 
down the college for three days. 

Thorpe said that, as of Tuesday 
night, he has raised a total of $250 and is 
still accepting donations for the student 
protesters. 
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