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by Eric Roper
Senior Staff Writer

The Board of Trustees created 
a formal search committee in 
order to facilitate the trustee 
nomination process and resolve 
a recent dip in membership. 

The decision to create the 

committee arose last month amid 
concerns that the nomination 
process was too informal and 
lacked proper leadership, said 
Nelson Carbonell, the chairman 
of the new committee and the 
Board’s vice chairman-elect. 
Carbonell also sits on the Board’s 
presidential search committee. 

Most trustees serve four-
year terms with an opportunity 
to step down at the end of each 
term. Each year, approximately 
five trustees leave the Board 
at the end of a term, Carbonell 
said. Last spring, two trustees 
unexpectedly resigned mid-term 

due to conflicts with personal 
business, he said.

About five trustees will sit 
on the Trustee Nominations 
Committee and be responsible 
for researching and evaluating 
potential members, then they 
will nominate candidates for a 
formal vote by the Board. 

In the past, the Governance, 
Compensation and Nominations 
Committee, a sub-committee of 
GW’s highest oversight body, 
performed these tasks, and no 
committee was devoted solely 
to the new trustee nomination 
process. The new committee 

will work with GW’s Office 
of Advancement to find new 
Trustees. 

 “It’s very important that 
there be more attention paid to 
(the nomination process),” said 
Laurel Price Jones, vice president 
of Advancement. “And because 
the (GCN Committee) has 
other responsibilities, it’s 
really important that there is a 
subgroup working all the time, 
not just when they meet.”

Carbonell said one of 
the advantages of the new 

by Cassandra Many
Hatchet Reporter

Men dressed in drag costumes ranging 
from a cheerleader to a giant banana 
paraded down 17th Street Tuesday 
evening in the 20th anniversary of the 
annual “17th Street High Heel Race.”

Thousands attended the “17th Street 
High Heel Race,” which was sponsored 
by JR’s Bar and Grill. The race began at 
9 p.m. and was preceded by a parade of 
the 30 contestants, which blocked traffic 
between S and P streets. This year, a 
group of drag cheerleaders dressed in 
glittering gold costumes warmed up the 
crowd with choreographed dance moves 
and loud music. 

Jason Hanson, 37, a manager at JR’s, 
said the bar loses money sponsoring 
the event every year but keeps doing it 
because of the event’s history. 

He said the winner’s prize for winning 
is, “the joy of knowing sh’ … he won.”

This year’s winner was Ron Brown, 
who said he has won eight of the 11 high 
heel races he has participated in. Dressed 
in a blonde wig and Dorothy costume 
with black heels, he won the race in about 
90 seconds. After winning, Brown went 
to JR’s where he paraded around the bar 
with a large silver trophy topped with a 
high-heeled woman’s shoe.

Many of the participants in the race 
walked instead of running. A man in a 
pink princess dress strolled down the 
strip smoking a cigarette and waving to 
spectators. In last place was a man dressed 
as the Washington Monument, complete 
with red blinking lights at the top.

Senior Ryan Liddell attended the 
event dressed as Paris Hilton but did not 
compete in the race. His costume included 
a blonde wig, a pink mini-skirt and a tote 
with a stuffed animal imitating Hilton’s 
Chihuahua “Tinkerbell.” He said he came 
to preview his Halloween costume.

“It’s an excuse to dress up as a girl 
and to show all my friends that bitch 
about how hard it is to be a girl how I can 
dress like a girl,” Liddell said.

After the race Liddell joined the 
contestants and the rest of the bystanders 
at JR’s outside beer tent. A group 
encouraging safe sex passed out condoms 
outside the tent, and others distributed 
stickers supporting Democratic mayoral 
nominee Adrian Fenty. 

Liddell said drinking with heels on 
was the challenge of the evening.

“Do you know how hard it is to drink 
in heels?” he said. “I’m like falling over.”

Other GW students went to the event 
to watch the parade. Senior Katie Harter 
said she has gone to the race annually 
since freshman year.

Board to recruit new members
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Drag queens run in annual race

Program catches 
plagiarism

See DRAG, p. 10

by Leah Carliner
Senior Staff Writer

 
At least one student has been 

caught plagiarizing using an In-
ternet-based tool called Turnitin.
com, said Tim Terpstra, director of 
the Academic Integrity Office. 

Turnitin is an online detection 
device used by high schools and 
colleges around the country. Indi-
vidual professors, departments or 
entire schools can subscribe to the 
program, which requires students 
to upload their 
papers onto Tur-
nitin’s database. 

“This pro-
fessor wouldn’t 
have caught it 
except for the fact 
that he used Tur-
nitin.com,” said 
Terpstra about 
the case, which 
occurred earlier 
this month after 
a student used 
another student’s 
work from a pre-
vious semester.

 Students’ pa-
pers are cross-ref-
erenced against other student pa-
pers in the database, current and 
archived Internet papers, journal 
articles and periodicals, according 
to the Turnitin Web site. 

It is uncertain how many GW 
professors are using Turnitin, but 
Terpstra estimated that about five 
to 10 percent of the University’s 
faculty uses the program. 

Most professors catch stu-
dents plagiarizing by doing a 
Google search with questionable 
portions of the paper, he added. 

“I think most of our faculty 
when they check for plagiarism 
they see some phraseology that is 
a little too polished,” he said.  

The advantage to using Tur-
nitin, Terpstra said, is that it will 

check student papers against oth-
er unpublished student papers. A 
Google search is only able to re-
view papers on the Internet. 

GW has not adopted Turnitin 
on a University-wide level for sev-
eral reasons, which includes con-
cerns about intellectual property 
raised when professors require 
students to post their papers on a 
database, Terpstra said. 

University Writing Program 
Director Mark Mullen, who once 
used a similar detection device, 

but stopped 
because it 
didn’t work, is 
opposed to the 
concept of us-
ing Turnitin. 

“This kind 
of software 
seems like the 
last refuge of 
bad teachers, 
it seems to me, 
and a sad in-
dictment of the 
entire educa-
tional system,” 
wrote Mullen 
in an e-mail. 

For Mul-
len, detection devices like Turni-
tin, create the illusion of a cheat-
ing “epidemic” that has little 
supporting evidence. According 
to Mullen, when students are 
caught cheating, it is not entirely 
their fault. 

“Students plagiarize for all 
kinds of reasons, but teachers bear 
a measure of responsibility for 
creating the conditions that allow 
plagiarism to flourish,” Mullen 
added. 

Terpstra also said that Turni-
tin can create an unfriendly learn-
ing environment. 

“Sometimes people complain 
that by using such a tool ... it’s a 

by Andrew Klein
Hatchet Reporter

When sophomores Steven 
Blum and Will Marsh moved into 
Madison Hall, they found two fe-
male suitemates in the adjoining 
room. The four students didn’t 
have a problem with the living 
situation, but after a random 
health and safety inspection, the 
University did. 

In an Oct. 12 e-mail to the suit-
emates, the GW Office of Housing 
Programs stated that a weekly oc-
cupancy report revealed that the 
Madison Hall residency shared 
a bathroom with two female stu-
dents in the adjoining room. The 
e-mail said this is “not permis-
sible in campus housing.” The 
University requested a list of halls 
that the four suitemates would 
consider moving into so that a 
move could be expedited as soon 
as possible. 

“Steven and I both had a bond 
with these girls living with them 
for a month,” Marsh said.“Steven 
and I thought [living co-ed] was 
unorthodox, but they put us here 
so we adjusted and everything 
was going fine until we got this 
e-mail.”

Busy with exams in the mid-
dle of the semester, the two males 
living in the room said they were 

too busy to move mid-semester.  
Seth Weinshel, the Director of  

GW Housing Programs, said the 
assignment error made in Blum’s 
suite was due to an error in the 
Housing Program’s computer 
system. 

 “On the floor plans that my 
office has for Madison it does not 
show that the two rooms share 
a bathroom, so in our computer 
system, the two rooms were set as 
two distinctive rooms,” he said. 

The University reserves the 
right to transfer students to an-
other room as stated in Section 13 
of the 2006-2007 Housing License 
Agreement. Weinshel said gender 
is a determining factor in housing 
assignments.

“Assignments are made with-
out regard to race, age, religion, 
national origin, sexual orientation 
or disability. Based on this policy 
GW does make assignments 
based on gender,” he said in an e-
mail this week. 

After exchanging several mes-
sages over the course of the week, 
the female suitemates decided 
to move out, since Blum and his 
roommate were tied down with 
work. 

“The best way to resolve this 
would be for the University to 

Females forced 
out of co-ed suite

 

by Andrew Alberg
Senior Staff Writer

Junior forward Cheyenne 
Moore is out indefinitely after 
suffering a stress fracture of his 
left tibia, GW head coach Karl 
Hobbs said. 

Hobbs said that Moore tried 
to play through the pain, but it 
became unbearable.

“It’s a tremendous loss 
because we don’t have that 
much depth,” Hobbs said after 
Wednesday’s practice. “Now 

you’re not starting off at full 
strength.”

Moore has never suited up 
for GW and the loss will put 
additional strain on a team that 
already needs to replace stars 
Pops Mensah-Bonsu, Mike Hall, 
Omar Williams and Danilo (J.R.) 
Pinnock. 

Hobbs said that the team, 
picked to finish fifth in the At-
lantic 10’s preseason coaches and 
media poll, has been inconsistent 
in practice so far and that every 
player, especially the freshmen, 
will need to shoulder the load. 

“Rob Diggs needs to have a 
big year, (junior Regis Koundjia) 
needs to put everything togeth-
er and Damian Hollis needs to 
play better than he actually is,” 
Hobbs said.

Hobbs said he will need to 
rely heavily on freshmen to con-

tribute to a team that was ranked 
sixth in the nation and made 
the second round of the NCAA 
Tournament last year.

“It’s going to be a challenge,” 
Hobbs said of using freshmen in 
important roles.

The team is still trying to 
determine the severity of the leg 
injury and does not have a time-
table for Moore’s return, Hobbs 
said. It is too early to consider 
red-shirting the Baltimore na-
tive, Hobbs added.

In practice Wednesday, the 
6-foot-5 Moore wore a weight-
bearing boot during and did 
not fully participate. During the 
team’s shoot-around, Moore shot 
free throws and walked around 
without a noticeable limp except 
when jogging after a ball.

Moore, who transferred 
from Clemson after his freshman 

year and sat out last year due to 
NCAA’s transfer rules, was ex-
pected to start at small forward. 
Hobbs said he does not know 
who will start in his place.   

“It’s going to be challenging 
because we lost five players, but 
at the same time that’s what’s 
great about college basketball: 
you get a chance to regroup with 
new guys and try to do it all over 
again,” Hobbs said.

Senior guard Carl Elliot said 
Moore’s experienced presence 
would be missed, but the team 
has other capable players.

“That’s the great thing about 
what Karl Hobbs has done, he’s 
brought in guys who can play,” 
Elliot said. 

Moore, who averaged 6.6 
points and 2.5 rebounds in 32 
games as a freshman for Clem-
son in the 2004-05 season. n

Moore sidelined ‘indefinitely’
Clemson transfer 
to miss time with 
fractured tibia
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Nick Gingold/assistant photo editor 
Winner of the “17th Street High Heel 
Race,” Ron Brown, (above left) cele-
brates.  Another man dressed in drag with 
pixie sticks on his head parades down 
17th Street prior to the race (above).

See TURNITIN, p. 3

See HOUSING, p. 6

Nick Gingold/assistant photo editor
Sophmores Steven Blum and Will Marsh sit on the beds their fe-
male suitmates used to inhabit Tuesday night in Madison Hall. 
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“This kind of software 
seems like the last 

refuge of bad teachers, it 
seems to me, and a sad 
indictment of the entire 
educational system.” 

MARK MULLEN
UNIVERSITY WRITING 
PROGRAM DIRECTOR

CAMPUS NEWS


