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The GW administration was hand-
ed another legal defeat this week in 
the ongoing dispute over part-time 
faculty unionization.

Less than two weeks after a U.S. 
Court of Appeals heard GW’s case 
against the creation of a part-time 
faculty union, the court denied the 
appeal. It ruled that the University 
must bargain with the union within a 
week’s time of the Nov. 27 ruling or 
petition for another appellate hearing. 
The University had argued that some 
eligible faculty members were not 
given an opportunity to participate in 
the 2004 vote to unionize. 

“We’re hop-
ing at this point 
the administration 
will come to the 
table and bargain 
in good faith,” said 
Sean Carr, director 
of communication 
for Service Em-
ployees Interna-
tional Union Local 
500.

Tracy Schario, 
director of GW Me-
dia Relations, said 
the University is 
displeased with the 
ruling, but no deci-
sion on a future 
course of action has yet been made. 

“The University is disappointed in 
the decision because we would prefer 
that all affected faculty members have 
had a full and fair opportunity to cast 
ballots in the election,” Schario said. 

“Because we have just obtained the 
ruling, it is obviously premature to 
comment on next steps at this time,” 
she added. 

The case first began after the 2004 
vote by part-time faculty deciding 
whether to create a union in conjunc-
tion with the SEIU Local 500. 

GW contends that nearly 30 inde-
pendent contractors who were eligible 
to vote were not aware of the election 
and therefore appealed the vote in fa-
vor of creating a union. 

Last December the National La-
bor Relations Board, a federal agency 
charged with enforcing the National 
Labor Relations Act and regulating 
unionization elections, upheld the 
election results in a unanimous deci-
sion. 

There are 1,053 part-time profes-
sors who are eligible for the union, 
said Kip Lornell, an adjunct professor 

of music and an or-
ganizer of the union.

The decision, 
filed Nov. 27, could 
force the University 
to request the case 
be heard by the U.S. 
Supreme Court. 
GW also has the op-
tion to apply for an 
en banc hearing, in 
which all nine of the 
D.C. Court of Ap-
peals judges would 
hear the case. 

Schario said 
the University is 
“evaluating the next 
steps” but that “a lot 

of people need to be consulted that are 
in the decision-making process.” She 
did not have a timeline for when the 
University would make a decision.  

According to the D.C. Court of Ap-
peals Web site, an en banc option is 
viable only when “ordered by a ma-
jority of the judges in regular active 

Court denies GW’s 
appeal against union
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by Eric Roper
Senior Staff Writer

Several crimes in residence halls this month have 
tested the strength of the new Residential Advisory 
Council committees.  

GW Housing Programs created RACs last spring 
as a non-punitive replacement for community facili-
tators in residence halls. RAC committees consist of 
about 10 residents in each hall who organize events 
and work with the University Police Department 
to respond to problems in the community. They are 
based on a self-governance model and are intended 
to implement and sustain “systems for collective 
accountability and responsibility,” according to the 
GW Housing Programs Web site.

RACs are part of a major overhaul of the housing 
department last year that included eliminating com-
munity facilitator positions, which had the author-
ity to write up students for things such as alcohol, 
drug use and noise violations. Residence halls now 
have house proctors, scholars and mentors instead 
of CFs.

On Nov. 16 a broken main door in the West End 
allowed a man unaffiliated with the University to 
walk through the halls for about half an hour. He 
stole one student’s wallet and attempted to steal 
several others. An hour later, he had charged more 
than $1,000 to the student’s debit account at a nearby 
CVS, said Erica Mandell, the sophomore who was 
the theft victim. 

A similar incident occurred in the West End Nov. 
8 when a man stole two laptop computers from a 
room on the building’s fourth floor. No one has been 
charged in either case and UPD is investigating.

In response to the incidents, the West End RAC 
committee worked with UPD and posted signs 
warning residents to be wary of suspicious individ-
uals trying to enter the building. It also reminded 
students the importance of keeping doors locked. 

“I think (the response to the robberies) gave 
more credibility to RAC as a governing body over 
students,” said sophomore Andrea Criollo, the vice 

RACs tackle 
dorm theft, 
vandalism
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Students may be irritated with 
Gelman Library’s Starbucks 10 
p.m. closing time, but food service 
provider Sodexho announced this 
week it will keep its J Street Coffee 
shop – Grounds for Change – open 
until midnight.  

Grounds for Change is now 
open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., but 
starting Dec. 4, the fair-trade cof-
fee venue will reopen its register 
from 10 p.m. to midnight for a 
two-week trial period. If the ex-
tra hours are popular and lucra-
tive, Sodexho said it will consider 
making the change permanent, 
according to a press release from 
Casey Pond, director of the Stu-
dent Association’s Dining Servic-
es Commission.

“If sales rise, (Sodexho) will 
strongly consider extending hours 
for the entirety of second semes-
ter,” wrote Pond in the release. “It is 
very important that students show 
support for this new option.” 

Pond said the extended hours 
are an inevitable change, but Star-
bucks’ recent reduction of its oper-
ating hours was a push in the right 
direction.

“Eventually, I believe that this 
would have been a natural pro-
gression; however, the main rea-
son this became a pressing issue 
now is that a late-night coffee op-
tion was something that many stu-
dents have been requesting since 
the reduction of Starbucks’ hours, 
especially as we enter finals,” Pond 
wrote in an e-mail. 

Before Starbucks reduced its 
hours, it would typically close at 
11 p.m. or midnight.

Although Pond said coffee 
sales traditionally go up during 
finals week, Sam Ramos, the retail 
operations director for Sodexho, 
said he was unsure that finals 
week would result in more coffee 
consumption on campus. 

“We don’t know that yet,” 
Ramos said. “We don’t know the 

J Street coffee to 
be offered later
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Ben Solomon/photo editor
Junior Kim Beck attempts a shot against Villanova’s 
Lisa Karcic in the Colonials’ 73-47 win Wednesday.

Elie Wiesel blasts 
Iranian president at 
Kalb Report
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Bang! Bang! Shots rang out. 
After a few minutes of gunfire, 
several insurgents and American 
soldiers had been killed.

After the gunfire ceased, cadre 
members, officers and sergeants 
of the United States Army, went 
over what participants did wrong 
and what they did right. This 
was not a real battlefield; instead, 
it was Fort A.P. Hill in Virginia 
where Reserve Officers’ Training 
Corps cadets from battalions at 
Georgetown University, How-
ard University and University of 
Maryland participated in a week-
end-long battalion training exer-
cise in mid-November.

Cadet John Allison, a junior at 
GW, is a member of Army ROTC 
as part of the Georgetown Bat-

talion. This battalion includes 
students from GW, Georgetown, 
American, Catholic and Mary-
mount Universities. In total, there 
are 99 cadets in the Georgetown 
Battalion and 30 of them are GW 
students.

Allison, like many of the other 
cadets, said he 
felt a duty to 
join ROTC. 

“I’ve done a 
lot of traveling 
and I’ve been 
to the Ukraine 
and I’ve noticed 
how lucky we 
are as Ameri-
cans,” Allison 
said. “I wanted 
to give some-
thing back to 
the country be-
cause I know 
how privileged 
we are living 
here.”

Allison be-
gan his college 
career at West 
Point, but left 
before junior 
year began. 

“I wasn’t sure if I wanted active 
duty, but I always knew I wanted 
to be in the Army,” he said. He 
enrolled at GW and joined ROTC, 
where participants can serve as 
active duty, in the Army Reserve 
or as a part of the National Guard 
upon completion of the program.

Sid Hays, 
a Georgetown 
senior and the 
cadet in charge 
of civil affairs, 
said the active 
duty require-
ment for ROTC 
members is 
four years. For 
Army Reserve 
and National 
Guard cadets, 
it is six years, 
plus two years 
of inactive 
ready reserve. 
Inactive ready 
reserve mem-
bers are only 
called up when 
the president 
asks for them 
and do not 
regularly serve 

one weekend a month and two 
weeks a year, like the Reserve and 
Guard members do.

“The focus of our training 
(here) is our MSIIIs, who are the 
junior cadets, and they are going 
off to (Leader Development and 
Assessment Course) in the sum-
mer,” said Darren Withers, the 
operations training officer and a 
senior at Georgetown.  

The LDAC is taken by all 
cadets following completion of 
their MSIII year, which for most is 
their junior year. It is a four-week 
course conducted at Fort Lewis, 
Wash., where cadets are evalu-
ated and trained. 

Cadets’ performance at LDAC 
factors into a nationwide ranking 
used to determine a cadet’s mili-
tary occupational specialty – in 
other words, what type of job the 
cadet is suited for in the military.

This weekend, cadets partici-
pated in three different exercises 
to prepare for LDAC. When they 
first arrived, MSIIIs were put 
in charge of groups on the Field 
Leadership Reactions Course. 
Cadets on the FLRC were judged 

Battling in Virginia
D.C. ROTC  
cadets undergo 
training in Va.

by Robert Lee
Hatchet Reporter

Elie Wiesel, a famous holocaust survi-
vor and author, said at last week’s sold-
out Kalb Report that the Iranian president 
is a disgrace.

The Kalb Report is a GW-sponsored 
public affairs series hosted by distin-
guished journalist and former “Meet 
the Press” host Marvin Kalb. The author 
of the successful Holocaust memoir, 
“Night,” Wiesel also spoke about Israel’s 
statehood, his human rights advocacy 
and the Iraq War.

Wiesel, who received the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1986, said Iranian President Mah-
moud Ahmadinejad’s attitude toward 
the Holocaust and human rights should 
exclude his country from the United Na-
tions.

“He is a disgrace to humanity. He is 
the No. 1 person of denial (of the Holo-
caust),” Wiesel said. “He must be de-
clared persona non grata. Iran should be 
excluded from the UN.”

While speaking about Israel and the 
controversy of its statehood, Wiesel faced 
the center of the room and proclaimed 
that the enemy of the Jewish people is the 
enemy of the world.

“We are one nation, one community, 
and that (enemy) should be ostracized 
– or religiously speaking – excommuni-
cated,” he said.

Members of the audience, many of 
whom were orthodox Jews, agreed with 
Wiesel’s statement, nodding their heads 
in approval.

Kalb highlighted Wiesel’s commit-
ment to human rights with a hypothetical 
question about the outcomes of Wiesel’s 
advocacy.

“Elie, you have been known to say 
that ‘the opposition of hate is not love, it’s 
indifference; and the opposition of life is 
not death, it’s indifference,’” Kalb said. 
“How would you respond if this practice 
of indifference will unfortunately contin-
ue with human rights?”

“I will do it anyway, and I will con-

tinue to fight,” Wiesel responded. “I am 
a man with a wounded faith, but I have 
never lost faith in God.”

Wiesel, a Boston University profes-
sor teaching a course titled, “The Book of 
Job,” explained that his “wounded faith” 
was due to the atrocities he endured and 
witnessed in the Auschwitz concentration 
camp. His mother, father and younger 
sister were killed there during the Holo-
caust.

Kalb brought up Wiesel’s visit with 
Condoleezza Rice in 2003 when Wiesel 
said the Iraq War was a moral issue. 
Holding true to his statement, Wiesel said 
the war, although a violation of human 
rights, was justified because it saved the 
Iraqi people.

“Every nation is at danger of losing its 
existence,” he said.

The intense conversation was broken 
periodically with jokes about President 
George W. Bush, Wiesel’s compulsion to 
write books and his satirical invitation to 
rule Israel.

Wiesel said he gets up every morning 
at 5 a.m. to work on the two new books 
he is writing. One is a non-fiction work 

Holocaust survivor discusses Iraq War, Iran, Israel

Courtesy Sid Hays
ROTC cadets from D.C. battal-
ions participated in a weekend-
long training exercise in Virginia.

Alex Ellis/Hatchet photographer
Elie Wiesel (left), famed Holocaust surivor and author, talks with 
Marvin Kalb during last week’s Kalb Report. Wiesel, who received a 
1986 Nobel Peace Prize, spoke on Iran, Israel and the Iraq War.
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