
by Andrew Ramonas
Senior Staff Writer

U.S. Attorney General 
Alberto Gonzales moderated 
an expert panel discussion on 
methamphetamine drug use 
before almost 100 members 
from the medical and law 
enforcement communities at 
an event in the Jack Morton 
Auditorium Thursday.

The panel discussion, 
hosted by the Department of 
Justice and the GW Medical 
Center, was part of National 
Methamphetamine Awareness 
Day, established by U.S. 
President George W. Bush. 

“I’ve done town hall 
meetings around the 
country, talking about 
methamphetamine,” Gonzales 
said during the event. “I’ve 
had parents come up to me 
afterwards and say, ‘We had 
no idea about the seriousness 
of this issue, and you really 
need to do more to educate 
the American public.’”

Nora D. Volkow, director 
of the National Institute 

on Drug Abuse for the 
National Institutes of Health, 
said methamphetamine, 
commonly referred to 
as “meth,” is a powerful 
stimulant that triggers 
pleasure sensors in the brain 
and creates the “highest 
concentration of dopamine 
in the brain.” The brain then 
assumes that the drug is “very 
important” and necessary for 
performing normal functions.

“Meth is considered to 
be one of the most addictive 
and also one of the most toxic 
drugs,” Volkow said during 
the discussion. “With meth, 

by Juliette Dallas-Feeney
Hatchet Reporter

Twenty students, including 
six GW students, were arrested 
at about 4 p.m. Friday for 
protesting on White House 
property without a permit as 
a part of the World AIDS Day 
rally.

The students dressed 
themselves as needles, pill 
bottles and doctors with coats 
stating “Missing Doctors.” 
They were released quickly 
after their arrest, said Global 
AIDS Campaign Chapter 
Leader Lindsay Wheeler, 
who was one of the arrested 
students.

The GW sophomore said 
students intentionally chose 
not to file a protest permit so 
they would get arrested. The 
students showed they are 
dedicated enough to the issue 
to incur an arrest on their 
records, she said.

“It’s called civil 
disobedience,” Wheeler said. 
“The overall goal is to draw 
public attention and get our 
issue heard on a broader 
level.”

At about 3:45 the World 
AIDS Day rally moved from 
Lafayette Square directly in 
front of the White House and 
chanted “pills cost pennies, 
greed costs lives!” The 20 
student protesters sat down in 
front of the White House gate 
toting signs.

Metropolitan Police 
officers surrounded the area 
and gave three warnings over 
a loudspeaker. When officers 
began to arrest the students 
for disobeying the law, the 
students linked arms and 
shouted, “act up, fight back!”

Officers had to drag several 
protesters from their positions 
on the ground to stand up and 
be handcuffed.

Gyawu Mahama, a 
sophomore and active 
member of Student Global 
AIDS Campaign, was one of 
the six GW students arrested. 
He said he decided to break 
the law to bring attention to 
his organization’s cause.

“(It) stressed how 
passionate we are about 
supporting the fight against 
the pandemic,” he said. “We 

just wanted to remind the 
world about how important it 
is to keep the promise about 
the G8’s Millennium Goal.”

According to Student 
Global AIDS campaign, only 
1.3 percent of health care 
workers provide care to Africa, 
which carries over 25 percent 
of the world’s disease burden. 

@

AN INDEPENDENT STUDENT NEWSPAPER - SERVING THE GW COMMUNITY SINCE 1904

HatchetThe GW

ALWAYS ONLINE:
WWW.GWHATCHET.COM

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � ������ ������� ��� ��� ������ �� ������ ���� �� ����
���������������������������������������
�������� �� ������ �� �������� �� ����������

Six GW activists arrested at rally

Ryder Haske/Hatchet photographer
Protesters are arrested by U.S. Parks Police Friday afternoon after protesting on White House 
property without a permit.  Six of the 20 arrested protesters were GW students.

Groups protest  
on World AIDS 
Day

See AIDS, p. 6

Faculty, staff 
unsure of 4x4

FOUR-BY-FOUR

by Elise Kigner
Senior Staff Writer

School deans said last week 
that faculty across the University 
have mixed reactions to the 
four-by-four plan, with many 
wanting to know the impact 
the schedule would have on 
class time, teaching loads and 
financial savings before they 
cast a vote this spring. 

The four-by-four proposal is 
to switch from the current five-
class, three-credit system to a 
four-class, four-credit system. 
The change has been discussed 
since a task force convened in 
the spring. 

According to the report, 
the study of the four-by-four 
curriculum was motivated by 
both academic and financial 
reasons, but academics were the 
primary focus of the task force.  
The four-by-four curriculum 
will generate a minimum 
savings between $5 and $10 
million annually, according to 
the report.

The four-by-four report 
includes possible scenarios, but 
does not come to any conclusions 
about questions such as whether 
students would spend less time 
in class in a four-class, four-
credit model. 

“There’s no general view 
that I’m aware of among the 
faculty. The mass of people just 
need more information,” said 
Roy Guenther, the associate dean 
for faculty and special projects 
in the Columbian College. 

“I’m not sure how it is 
expected to work its way out.  
The question in everyone’s 

mind is how, and this needs to 
be answered first,” he said. 

Another concern is the 
question of who would make 
these decisions, and how much 
input the faculty would have.

“It’s not clear who would 
decide whether or not extra 
class time would be possible,” 
said Paul Duff, the Columbian 
College associate dean for 
undergraduate studies.

 Faculty concerns echo those 
of Faculty Senate members who 
last month said they wanted to 
consider the actual implications 
of a four-by-four model before 
voting on it. The Senate passed 
a resolution that would allow 
them to vote in April, three 
months after the January date 
that Vice President of Academic 
Affairs Donald Lehman initially 
called for. 

There has been little 
discussion between schools on 
the four-by-four system and 
administrators said they do not 
see advantages to cross-school 
debate. The schools are now 
mainly looking at the four-by-
four at the departmental level, 
and some have begun to hold all-
faculty meetings with Lehman.

David Grier, the associate 
dean of academic programs at 
the Elliott School of International 
Affairs, said it would be difficult 
for the Columbian College 
and the Elliott School to go in 
different directions, but that 
the business and engineering 
schools could remain in a five-
by-three structure if the other 
schools adopted a four-by-four. 

See 4X4, p. 10

Ludacris talks safe sex D.C. COUNCIL

Gray’s councilRapper meets with 400 students as part of AIDS day

Ben Solomon/photo editor
Rapper Ludacris discusses AIDS prevention 
Friday afternoon in the Marvin Center.  The 
event was sponsored by the Sigma Phi Epsi-
lon fraternity.

by Nathan Grossman
Hatchet Staff Writer

Rapper Chris “Ludacris” Bridges discussed AIDS 
prevention with 400 students in the Marvin Center 
Friday for the YouthAIDS “Kick Me” campaign.

“I’m here to save lives,” said the Grammy-
winning artist and actor Friday, which was World 
AIDS Day.

 Ludacris’ message focused primarily on the need 
to practice safe sex and take regular HIV tests.

 “What’s important is that you protect yourselves,” 
he told the audience.

 Referring to AIDS testing, he said “It takes all of 
10 minutes. You need to know your status so you can 
be part of the solution, not the problem.” 

 Ludacris was joined on stage by YouthAIDS 
representative Cristina Broker.

 “We need your help to help us save the world,” 
she told the crowd. “I think that everyone in here can 
make a difference.”

 Ludacris also responded to critics who say that 
his music glorifies un-safe sex. 

 “If you listen to my music, people can say that I 
do talk about sex sometimes. Just because (safe sex) 
isn’t said, doesn’t mean I don’t practice safe sex on 
my own,” he said in an interview before the event. 

 “That being said, I’m definitely thinking of a way 
to try to incorporate getting people aware, whether 
it be having a sticker on the inside of an album, or 
maybe talking about it in a song,” he added. 

 Ludacris also said it was significant to have 
D.C. be the last stop in his campaign because of the 
District’s high percentage of HIV-positive citizens. 

“Washington D.C. is very important to me because 

by Alexa Millinger
Hatchet Staff Writer

For the past eight years, the 
wife of GW professor Dwight 
Cropp held one of the top positions 
in D.C. government. Now, the 
position is getting a little closer to 
the University.

GW alumnus and Ward 7 
City Councilman Vincent Gray 
won the uncontested election for 
D.C. City Council chairman last 
month after a landslide victory 

in September for the Democratic 
nomination. Gray officially takes 
office in January, when he will 
replace Council Chairman Linda 
Cropp.

A native Washingtonian, 
Gray graduated from GW with a 
B.A. in psychology in 1964. As a 
student during the height of the 
Civil Rights movement, Gray’s 
skin color presented challenges to 
his education. He said GW was 
“symbolic of society at the time” 
in terms of racism and there were 
only 20 blacks at the University.

Gray, 64, ran his campaign for 
chairman from his City Council 
seat on the slogan of “One City” 
– a motto he said symbolizes a city 
devoid of any social, gender, age, 
race or socioeconomic biases.

“This is an elusive and lofty 

goal, but we’ll all benefit from it,” 
he said.

Bernard Demczuk, assistant 
vice president for D.C. affairs, 
said Gray is “very compassionate 
in advocating on behalf of poor 
people.” Demczuk, who worked 
in two mayoral administrations in 
Washington, said he doesn’t think 
that having an alumnus in the 
chairman position will garner any 
preferential treatment for GW.

“He’s a fair legislator and 
views everything based on merit,” 
Demczuk said. “The people elected 
him to be fair.”

As chairman, one of Gray’s 
priorities is education, on which 
he and Mayor-elect Adrian Fenty 
share many goals, Gray said. 

Ryder Haske/Hatchet photographer
Freshman Brenda Tobin holds a candle during during a World AIDS Day candlelight vigil Friday eve-
ning in Freedom Plaza.  The vigil was hosted by the Whitman-Walker Clinic of Northern Virginia.
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Gonzales takes on meth

GW alumnus 
elected to Ward 
7 council spot

U.S. attorney 
general hosts 
panel on drug use

See LUDACRIS, p. 10

BASKETBALL FEVER Men beat Va. Tech in last minutes 
at BB&T ClassicPAGE 11

See METH, p. 10

See GRAY’S, p. 14

GAME ANALYSIS
PAGE 11
Carl Elliott proves 
again that he’s “Big 
Shot Elliott”
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Ben Solomon/Photo Editor
Senior Carl Elliott high-fives fans after making two free throws with 7.1 seconds remaining against 
Virginia Tech at the BB&T Classic Sunday afternoon. The free throws gave the Colonials the 
victory, 63-62, at the Verizon Center.

SNAPSHOT

GW President Stephen Joel 
Trachtenberg led the District V 
(Mid-Atlantic Region) Rhodes 
Scholarship 2007 Selection 
Committee, which concluded 
last month. In his eighth year 
as part of the selection pro-
cess, Trachtenberg managed 
a seven-person panel charged 
with selecting two Rhodes 
Scholarships to candidates 
from the District of Columbia, 
Kentucky, Maryland or West 

Virginia. 
“It is a great source of 

pride to know that our insti-
tutions of higher education 
are bringing out the very 
best in these students,” said 
Trachtenberg in a press state-
ment.  “Indeed, as I inter-
act with the candidates for 
Rhodes Scholarships, my out-
look for the future brightens 
for these are tomorrow’s lead-
ers.”

Today,  there  are  16 
selection committees that 
each select two scholarship 
winners.  In total,  there are 
32 Rhodes Scholars annu-
ally.

The winners embark on 
two years of study at Oxford 
University in England tuition 
– free. Scholars are allowed 
to establish their own course 
during their time at Oxford 
and may work toward a mas-
ter ’s degree or a second bach-
elor ’s degree.

The Rhodes Scholarship 
program began in 1902, and 
two years later, the first 
American participants were 
chosen. Today, applicants 
from more than 300 American 
colleges and universities 
have been selected as Rhodes 
Scholars.        –Lizzie Wozobski

Trachtenberg helps select 
Rhodes Scholars

GWBRIEF

High five

by Reed Cooley
Hatchet Staff Writer

GW students are on the air, 
and not just on GWTV.

Led by professor Roxanne 
Russell, a group of students in 
the School of Media and Public 
Affairs has produced a 30-min-
ute television piece for the D.C.-
area public access program, “The 
Inner Loop.” The show, which 
aired on WDCW yesterday, fo-
cused on the D.C. Metro system 
and its possible expansion to Ty-
sons Corner and Dulles Interna-
tional Airport.

The show was an opportu-
nity for students to cover issues 
external to 
GW while 
getting valu-
able camera, 
production 
and report-
ing experi-
ence, Russell 
said. 

“It’s a 
fun thing 
for the stu-
dents to do, 
and I always 
enjoy it be-
cause it’s the 
real world,” 
she said. 

Each semester for the past 
three years, Russell has recruited 
students from her upper-level 
broadcast class to help produce a 
show for “The Inner Loop.” This 
class is also responsible for pro-
ducing the only GW-originally 
produced program on GWTV, 
called “The Source.” 

In past semesters, volunteers 
from the class have worked on 
shows discussing such local is-
sues as immigration in Wash-
ington.  

This fall, a group of about 
10 students were assigned to 
various projects and production 
pieces, centering around the his-
tory and future of Washington 
transit. While some interviewed 
Fairfax County transportation 
officials, others rode the Metro, 

toting a camera, and interviewed 
patrons to get a sense of public 
opinion on the system. 

The segment was produced 
by students, but WDCW chose 
to use its own director, makeup 
artist and host, Lillie Hamer.

Russell, who served as the 
executive producer, chose the 
topic of the show, wrote the mas-
ter script and served as a fill-in 
for students who couldn’t com-
plete certain parts of the project. 
She also helped students inter-
view officials, some of whom 
were reluctant to speak with the 
student journalists.

This year, the group had par-
ticular trouble contacting Metro 

authorities, 
she said. Offi-
cials refused 
an interview 
because of 
a concern 
about a 
change in 
leadership in 
the organiza-
tion, Russell 
said. 

“ W e 
never had 
anyone from 
the Metro on 
tape to talk 
about the 

development,” senior Chris Bar-
nett said.

Junior Toni Murphy, who 
rode the Metro interviewing 
patrons and gathering second-
ary footage, said this broadcast 
experience has been an essential 
hands-on part of her journalism 
education. 

“It’s one thing to produce 
stuff for your school that’s only 
going to air in dorms,” Murphy 
said. “But it’s something else to 
produce a show that’s actually 
going to air on television.”

Equipment and production 
costs, as well as the host and 
makeup artist’s salaries, were 
funded entirely by WDCW. 
SMPA received a small compen-
sation of several hundred dol-
lars for the production. n

“It’s a fun thing for the 
students to do, and I always 
enjoy it because it’s the real 

world.” 

ROXANNE RUSSELL
SMPA PROFESSOR

Students help 
produce TV show

n Read online about how students are helping more people 
enjoy the holidays this season with Bread for the City charity

. . . . BLOGS AT 
BLOG.GWHATCHET.COM . . . 

MONDAY

Blood Drive
1 to 7 p.m.
Marvin Center Grand 
Ballroom 
Sponsored by Colonial 
Donors 

An Actor’s Dialogue with 
Actor Robert Prosky
Listen to an award-winning 
actor discuss how his life 
informs his art.
Admission is free but space 
is limited. Call 202-994-
6178 to reserve a seat.
7 to 8:30 p.m.
Third Floor Ampitheater
Marvin Center
Sponsored by the 
Department of Theater and 
Dance

TUESDAY

Women, Land and 
Development: Perspectives 
from India
Dr. Smita Tewari Jassal, a 
social anthropologist and 
specialist on gender and 
development in India, will 
be speaking.
12:30 to 1:45 p.m.
1957 E Street
Sponsored by the Sigur 
Center for Asian Studies.

WEDNESDAY

Reduce Test Anxiety 
Learn effective techniques 
for reducing apprehension 
before, during or after an 
examination.
4 to 5:30 p.m.
UCC, 2033 K St. N.W., 
Suite 330
Sponsored by the 
University Counseling 
Center 
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On Wednesday nights from 7-9pm, a Career Center 
representative will be available—each week in a different 
House—to provide information and advice about Career 
Center programs and services that can assist YOU with 

your career development and job search needs!

Wednesday, December 6
7-9 pm @ 1959 E Street

ALL STUDENTS WELCOME!
gwired.gwu.edu/career
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by Ian Jannetta
Hatchet Staff Writer

Nancy Eshelman talked about 
her personal experiences with 
drugs and crime to about 50 stu-
dents last Wednesday. This 2001 
GW graduate is not a convict – she 
works on the other side of the law, 
as a forensic chemist for the Drug 
Enforcement Agency.

Eshelman shared technical 
aspects of her job and stories high-
lighting the similarities and differ-
ences between her real life career as 
a crime scene investigator and the 
misconceptions people have of her 
profession caused by portrayals on 
popular television shows such as 
CBS’ “CSI.” 

“It’s a glamorous, exciting 
world,” Eshelman said of the tele-
vision programs. “Unfortunately, 
the real world is not quite as glam-
orous.”

She added that, “I apply chem-
istry to matters of law (and) the 

majority of my job entails handling 
evidence.”

To show the audience what 
her career is really like, Eshelman 
shared photos of her lab and a slide 
show of the substances she en-
counters on a regular basis, such as 
marijuana, cocaine, heroin, meth-
amphetamines and ecstasy, as well 
as common pharmaceuticals and 
drug paraphernalia.

“I grew up in a small town 
in (Pennsylvania), and I never 
thought I’d see all these drugs,” 
Eshelman said during the event 
at 1957 E Street, which was spon-
sored by Class Council, the Alumni 
Association and the Career Center. 
“What I think is the most exciting 
part of my job is going into the 
field.”

Eshelman explained the differ-
ent responsibilities associated with 
her career, which are divided into 
three main categories – analyzing 
substances, field work and testify-
ing in court.

“You have to be able to speak 
in front of the public and con-
vert scientific terms into laymen’s 
terms,” Eshelman said of speak-
ing in front of a jury. “You have to 
dumb it down to make sure they 
understand.”

Field work and substance 
analysis, while exciting, are often 
dangerous, Eshelman said. She 
showed the audience examples 
of protective suits and face masks 
she uses while investigating crime 
scenes. 

Illegal drug labs are “explo-
sive, flammable and toxic,” she 
said. “The cooks usually don’t care 
about the hazards involved.” 

Included in her slide show 
were pictures of the illegal drug 
‘cooks’ and their labs after fatal ac-
cidents and fires. The pictures, Es-
helman said, highlight the dangers 
of the activity.

Sophomore Rebecca Wood 
said she attended the event because 
she’s interested in forensic science. 
“She gave real life examples, which 
you don’t often see,” Wood said. “I 
wanted to see the differences be-
tween the show (CSI) and real life, 
and if everything is as it seems to 
be.” 

The presentation was the sec-
ond in three career-oriented pre-
sentations given by GW alumni 
this semester. The next presenta-
tion, titled ‘CEO Before the Age of 
40’ will take place in Funger Hall 
103 at 6:30 p.m. Thursday. n

Graduate discusses CSI
Forensic scientist for 
DEA compares her job to 
television

Erin Shea/photo editor
Nancy Eshelman shows a mask she uses to investigate home-
made meth labs Wednesday night in the Elliott School.  

by Andrew Ramonas
Senior Staff Writer

Members of the Student As-
sociation want to make a syllabi 
file available online for all under-
graduate and graduate courses in 
time for the start of the fall 2007 
semester to aid students in course 
selection.

During the last SA Senate 
meeting earlier this month, the 
Senate passed a resolution call-
ing for a database of online syl-
labi which would include a “brief 
course description, objectives, test 
schedule and the requirements of 
individual professors,” according 
to the document.

The resolution will be brought 
before the Joint Committee of Fac-
ulty and Students in the Faculty 
Senate and Donald Lehman, ex-

ecutive vice president of academic 
affairs. Only once the resolution 
receives approval from the Faculty 
Senate and Lehman can online syl-
labi become a reality.

Sen. Omar Woodard (CCAS-
G), who sponsored the resolution, 
said online syllabi would help stu-
dents make informed decisions 
about course selection and would 
lower the add and drop rate of 
courses.

“It is good for students and 
faculty,” said Woodard, a gradu-
ate student. “It helps add to the 
higher academic expectations for 
students.”

John Artz, chair of the JCFS 
and an associate professor of In-
formation Systems and Technol-
ogy Management, said there are 
“benefits and drawbacks” to the 
resolution.

“I don’t have a problem with it 
in principle. However, in practice 
it is unrealistic,” Artz said. “Hav-
ing up-to-date syllabi posted on-
line would require a lot more that 
just a resolution.”

Lehman said that the SA reso-
lution is a “reasonable request,” 
but was unsure of the logistics of 
online syllabi availability for all 
courses.

“The key to success is to find a 
method of implementation that is 
cost effective and respectful to de-
partmental work loads,” Lehman 
said.

Lehman added that syllabi 
have been made available online 
at other universities.

According to the Chronicle 
of Higher Education, the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology 
initiated a program in 2005 to post 
course material online, including 
syllabi, for all courses offered at 
the university.

Woodard said that the online 
syllabi resolution was a realistic 
initiative and could be done using 
preexisting platforms.

“Most of our classes use Black-
board and typically syllabi are 
posted online,” Woodard said. 

SA wants syllabi online
Some profs. skeptical of 
resolution to put class 
outlines on Internet

See SYLLABI, p. 14

A GW professor was named 2006 District of 
Columbia Professor of the Year last month.

Geography and International Affairs asso-
ciate professor Elizabeth Chacko received the 
award from the Council for Advancement and 
Support of Education. She was selected from a 
pool of more than 300 top professors in the U.S.. 
Four American professors of the year are also se-
lected by the group.

“I feel very honored, particularly because I 
know that most professors value good teaching 
and are very enthusiastic about sharing their 
love for their discipline with their students,” 
Chacko said.

Chacko said that she has used some non-tra-
ditional methods of teaching, especially in her 
courses for the Dean’s Scholars in Globalization 
program. In her courses, she incorporates geo-
graphic information system mapping, field exer-
cises and discussion, she said.  

She added that teaching allows her to convey 
her passion for geography to her students while 
fostering critical thinking skills. She also said that 
she has been able to find an effective balance be-
tween teaching and research.

“Elizabeth Chacko demonstrates that at GW 
top faculty scholars are also top teachers,” Execu-
tive Vice President for Academic Affairs Donald 
Lehman said in a press release. Chacko said that 
her teaching and research fit together well.

“I also like teaching because it is invigorat-
ing to be with young people who enjoy thinking 
about, discussing and debating issues that are of 
critical importance to us and our world,” Chacko 
said.  

This is the second consecutive year a GW 

professor has been given this title. Last year, Mat-
thew O’Gara received the award for his work as 
a lecturer in the University Honors Program and 
Elliott School of International Affairs. Since the 
award was established in 1981, six GW profes-
sors have received the title.

 –Sean Redding

GW professor named best in the District

Alex Ellis/Hatchet photographer
Geography and International Affairs associ-
ate professor Elizabeth Chacko was named 
2006 D.C. Professor of the Year last month.
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editorial

As the result of an election overseen by 
the National Labor Relations Board in 
October 2004, GW’s part-time faculty 

voted to have Service Employees International 
Union Local 500 represent adjuncts in collective 
bargaining with the University. Following the 
election, GW’s administration challenged the 
vote’s validity and thus the outcome – charges 
that were found not to have merit at several 
levels of NLRB review. In January 2006, the 
University appealed the NLRB decision to the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the District 
of Columbia Circuit, which heard 
oral arguments on Nov. 17, 2006, and 
ruled against GW last week. 

 What, exactly, is GW’s con-
cern with the validity of the elec-
tion? Hatchet reporter Nathan 
Grossman accurately summarized the 
University’s current position in his Nov. 20, 
2006 article “Court of Appeals hears GW case 
against part-time professors union” (p. 1). He 
wrote that “the University administration chal-
lenged the 10-vote victory in favor of the union 
on the grounds that nearly 30 independent 
contractors who were within the prospective 
scope of the union did not know of the elec-
tion.” Essentially, the administrations position 
is that some 30 part-time faculty members were 
disenfranchised and that their votes hold the 
potential to change the outcome of the elec-
tion. 

 Let me point the bright light of facts and 
truth upon the University’s position. Based on 
its personnel files, GW supplied the list of eligi-
ble voters to the NLRB. The board, in turn, sent 
ballots to everyone on the University-supplied 

list. At a spring 2005 NLRB challenge hearing, 
GW strongly argued that the 30 “independent 
contractors,” two of whom actually voted in the 
election, should not be eligible to vote, as GW 
did not consider them to be employees of the 
University. 

 When that argument failed, GW switched 
sides and began arguing that all of these “inde-
pendent contractors” should be allowed to vote, 
a belief that administrators still profess today. 
This flip-flop and new stance could easily be 

fodder for either “The Daily Show” 
or “The Colbert Report.” Because the 
University supplied the 
list of part-time facul-
ty eligible to vote, GW 
itself would be the only 
party able to disenfran-
chise these teachers.

Furthermore, University offi-
cials repeatedly urged potential 
voters to exercise their right to 
cast their ballot. Not only did the 
administration carefully comply 
with the NLRB mandate to place 
large notices throughout the cam-
pus for several weeks prior to the 
election, but Vice President for 
Academic Affairs Don Lehman’s 
office also sent no less than two 
letters and a series of e-mails to 
all of the University’s part-time faculty remind-
ing them of the election. The University’s infor-
mation related to unionization, including its 
notices about the vote, can be found at www.
gwu.edu/~newsctr/newscenter/unionization/
home.cfm. 

 The numerous public notices and announce-
ments also stated that anyone who believed 
that they were eligible to vote, but who did 
not receive a ballot, could call the NLRB and 
ask for one. Their eligibility to vote would 
then be determined if they returned the ballot 
to the NLRB. This information was posted on 
large signs across the entire campus and could 
also be found on the University’s unioniza-
tion “FAQ” page at www.gwu.edu/~newsctr/
newscenter/unionization/faqs.cfm.

 The fact remains that no part-time faculty 
member was disenfranchised in this election, as 

no one was denied the right to 
obtain a ballot. Only those who 
ignored repeated admonitions by 
the NRLB, SEIU Local 500 and 
GW and chose not to pursue their 
right to vote did not participate in 
the election. 

For unknowable reasons, 
the approximately 30 faculty 
members mentioned by the 
University in court did not 
request ballots, meaning than 
the NLRB could not establish 
their eligibility and, therefore, 
potentially count their votes. 
Once you understand the truth 
underpinning the University’s 
contentions, these charges of 

disenfranchisement – the only grounds upon 
which administrators are trying to overturn the 
election – appear spurious at the very least and 
disingenuous at best. 

–The writer is a part-time professor of music and 
supporter of the part-time faculty unionization effort.

“ QUOTABLE
“If you listen to my music, people can say that I do talk about sex sometimes. Just 

because (safe sex) isn’t said, doesn’t mean I don’t practice safe sex on my own.”
–Rapper Chris “Ludacris” Bridges, who spoke in the 

Marvin Center on World AIDS Day.
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Want your opinion 

to be heard?
e-mail any columns, 

letters  or cartoons to
opinions@gwhatchet.com

If you’re a sophomore at GW 
and you love your life, stop 
reading this. For the time 

being, I’m going to pretend you 
don’t exist. 

If you feel lost, disillusioned, 
diarrheic, etc., however, please 
know that you’re not alone. 
You’re probably experiencing 
what is commonly referred to as 
the “sophomore slump,” 
and it’s about time the 
University recognized 
how widespread it is.

John Dages, the 
associate director of the 
University Counseling 
center, said more 
sophomores seek treatment at the 
University Counseling Center than 
any other class of students. Why? 
Unlike freshmen, sophomores 
are expected to know how things 
work. There is less of a support 
structure set up to keep us from 
falling through the cracks. Instead 
of receiving the guidance we 
experienced freshman year, we are 
pressed to declare a major, find an 
internship and decide whether we 
want to risk infections in a possibly 
life-altering trip to Africa or get 
down and drunk with American 
students in Barcelona. 

Many of the decisions 
sophomores make and the 
challenges they face are also based 
on deeper personal changes. Many 
may feel unsatisfied with the career 
choice they thought they wanted, 
or feel pressure from parents to 
make the most of your college 
life. Sometimes, worst of all, some 
second-year students just wake up 

from a drunken freshman 
haze and realize that they 
have nothing in common 
with their friends.  

 While the University 
has created a plan of 
action for sophomores, 
it is a bit bizarre. For 

example, GW Housing Programs 
should ditch the passport program, 
which gives a “passport” to second-
year students and encourages them 
to go to events. Many students have 
more pressing concerns that this 
system, which seems like a childish 
throwback to a family vacation to 
Epcot. 

What we sophomores really 
need is better advising, since one of 
the big sources of pressure comes 
from trying to plan out the rest of 
our time at GW. House Scholars 
in sophomore dorms are nice, 
but they are too young to have a 

perspective on life after college. We 
need advisers who know our names 
and interests. A 10-minute walk-in 
consultation with an overloaded 
adviser left me feeling even more 
lost than I did when I first came 
in. As this is the time when many 
of us choose our majors, advisers 
should play more of a role in our 
sophomore year, not less. 

Since the size of GW seriously 
constrains the role of the adviser, 
why not hold a weeklong “choosing 
your major” workshop geared 
specifically toward sophomores? 
At such a meeting, department 
heads could come together with 
advisers and answer questions 
from prospective majors. It’s nice 
that we have a similar program for 
freshmen – the advising workshop 
– but our first year here is usually 
spent filling up GCRs. Sophomore 
year is the year we really need 
adequate guidance. 

Aside from advising, there 
are mental health initiatives that 
would help students experiencing 
sophomore slump. At the University 
Counseling Center, there is a group 
counseling program called “Finding 
Your Niche.” The counseling center 
could reach a wider section of the 
sophomore population by holding 

this group meeting in a non-clinical 
setting closer to where second-year 
students live. More outreach money 
could easily help facilitate this. 

It is also nice to know that there 
is a hotline students can call to 
talk to a trained professional, but 
calling the service a “crisis line” 
discourages students from calling 
unless they are in a dire situation. 
Instead, the phone number should 
be called a community resource 
line and advertising should stress 
that it is open to students who 
wish to talk about anything, from 
procrastination to body image. This 
would encourage people to talk 
about their problems before they 
reach a crisis-level and would de-
stigmatize the entire experience. 

Ultimately, sophomores also 
need to relax a little, even if these 
changes are not implemented. 
Remember that the world will not 
end today if you fail to find an 
internship. Sophomore year may 
be tough for a lot of people, but 
if we work together with GW 
Housing Programs, the University 
Counseling Center and the Career 
Center, we can help to ensure that 
no one falls through the cracks. 

 –The writer is a sophomore 
majoring in anthropology.

Help bump the slump

KIP
LORNELL

As fi nals week quickly approaches, some students 

are already thinking about returning home for 

winter break. But what if that trip home came sev-

eral days sooner? GW does not allow professors to 

give tests on the fi nal day of class. Instead, they are 

expected to adhere to their allotted time during fi nal 

exam week. The Hatchet asked students whether 

professors should be allowed to give fi nal exams on 

the last day of class.  

Gauging GW’s reactions to today’s issues
by Joseph Parsons | photos by Crystal Bae, Hatchet photographer

“I think they 
definitely should 
if they want to. 
There are so 
many problems 
with coordinating 
transportation to 
go home for the 
holidays. I under-

stand the week-long study period, but 
to be honest, it’s more useful to take the 
exam a week earlier.”

–Craig Distel 
Freshman, undecided

“I think it’s a good 
idea. Students have 
only so much time 
to be home current-
ly ... But the prob-
lem is that some 
people getting to go 
home early would 
be unfair to other 

students who have to stay, so that’s some-
thing that would have to be taken into ac-
count.”

–Vanessa Okoro
Sophomore, criminal justice

“If the class is small 
enough for all the 
students to agree, 
then I think that’s 
a fine solution. But 
for larger classes it 
would be more dif-
ficult, because if one 
or two can’t make it, 
then when are they 

going to take the exam? I also think the 
week study period is very helpful.”

–Eduardo Alves 
Senior, international affairs  

“If it’s just a spe-
cific professor with 
a specific case, I 
don’t see a prob-
lem. But if my fi-
nals were all on the 
last day of class, 
that would make 
almost all of them 

on the same day, and that would be hor-
rible. I think the class should decide with 
their professor.”

–Gabriela Rosario
Freshman, English

“I think they 
definitely should 
if they want to. 
There are so 
many problems 
with coordinating 
transportation to 
go home for the 

“I think it’s a good 
idea. Students have 
only so much time 
to be home current-
ly ... But the prob-
lem is that some 
people getting to go 
home early would 
be unfair to other 

“If the class is small 
enough for all the 
students to agree, 
then I think that’s 
a fine solution. But 
for larger classes it 
would be more dif-
ficult, because if one 
or two can’t make it, 
then when are they 

“No, I think the 
current policy 
is a good one. 
There would be 
too many profes-
sors who would 
schedule exams 
on the same 
day, with almost 

no time in between. The week-long 
study period is also a very nice thing 
for students to have.”

–Jonathan Aiken
Third-year MBA student

“No, I think the 
current policy 
is a good one. 
There would be 
too many profes-
sors who would 
schedule exams 
on the same 
day, with almost 

“If it’s just a spe-
cific professor with 
a specific case, I 
don’t see a prob-
lem. But if my fi-
nals were all on the 
last day of class, 
that would make 
almost all of them 

STEPHEN
BLUM

A spurious argument for the courts

This is the third part in an ongoing series intend-
ed to promote conversation and debate about GW’s 
presidential search.

This University is hardly an isolated island 
of scholarly pursuit – an important fact for GW’s 
incoming president, whomever that might be, 
to understand.

GW is physically intersected by the streets 
of D.C. and culturally penetrated by this city’s 

music, museums 
and other institu-
tions. This environ-
ment contributes to 
a unique campus 
culture that affects 
many aspects of in-
stitutional operations 
and has implications 

beyond just what type of musical acts the Stu-
dent Activities Center should bring to campus. 
GW’s next president must understand the cam-
pus culture and have the personality to adapt to 
and modify GW culture for the better.

Perhaps one of the most noticeable effects of 
GW’s location is a culture of disconnect among 
the student body. While the District is full of ex-
citing events and programming, these elements 
can often draw people off campus. Coupled 
with a lack of student-friendly spaces that are 
accessible to students at odd hours and during 
high-profi le events, this characteristic results in 
a low campus-wide spirit.

While students’ limited affi nity for their own 
campus may seem to be a trivial problem, it car-
ries real consequences. Alumni who do not feel 
a strong connection to their alma mater are less 
likely to be strong fi nancial givers in the future. 
On a more immediately noticeable level, partici-
pation in campus events and activities suffers 
from this lack of spirit.

While the problem of school spirit and a 
feeling of connection to the institution are some-
what abstract, GW’s next president must recog-
nize and address these issues. One way to ef-
fectively begin such an initiative would involve 
transforming the Marvin Center into a true stu-
dent union. Students often cite the lack of a true 
24-hour, student-oriented social space on cam-
pus as a severe obstacle to developing cohesive 
student body. Addressing this in the beginning  
of his/her term would give the new president 
immense capital with the student body while 
actually mitigating what many students see as 
a festering problem.

GW’s proximity to various internship and 
other professional and cultural opportunities 
also provides the unique opportunity for class-
room pursuits to be coupled with real-world 
experiences. While the GW admissions depart-
ment frequently espouses the unique benefi ts of 
such experiential education, there is currently a 
lack of cohesive policy on how to integrate city 
and classroom. This results in student learning 
experiences in the District that do not add to the 
academic quality of the school, further widen-
ing the disconnect between students and the 
University.

While select classes include learning expe-
riences in the city, many do not, and this may 
confuse students who have been primed to put 
more value on experiential opportunities in the 
city. The new president should ensure that all 
departments capitalize on the unique resources 
of the district in a way that builds a bridge be-
tween GW and the city – instead of just pushing 
students away from campus into the District.

In addition to addressing the culture of dis-
connect, the University’s next president must 
also understand the perceptions and realities 
about cultural and ethnic diversity at GW. With 
the highest tuition in the country, the University 
is often accurately perceived as an institution 
with a wealthy, mostly white student body from 
Northeastern states. 

Statistics from recent years have indeed 
shown low yield rates for minority students. 
While a high-tuition may be responsible in part 
for this phenomenon, the University’s environ-
ment itself may also be an aspect of the prob-
lem by self-propagating its population. The 
new president should lead an investigation into 
whether GW is fostering a culture that discour-
ages diversity and make a real effort to reverse 
such a course.

GW’s position within a vibrant and bustling 
city, and resulting culture, are simultaneously 
a boon and a hindrance to the mission of the 
school. As such, it is important for the presiden-
tial search committee to choose a leader who 
will be able to expand and build on aspects of 
the GW culture that aid the University while 
working to minimize the lack of diversity and 
culture of disconnect.

Understanding the 
GW culture

an ongoing 
editorial series

PRESIDENTIAL
SELECTION

Th e

GW should do more to reach out to sophomores in need

The fact remains that no 

part-time faculty member 

was disenfranchised in 

this election, as no one 

was denied the right to 

obtain a ballot.

GW’s case against the adjunct unionization vote ignores the facts



Pampered girl: For the high-maintenance roommate 
or girlfriend, beauty products are abun-
dant. Get her something that will help 
her decompress instead, like this silk 
brocade mask at Proper Topper. It’s 
a great roommate gift, because it 
will help her sleep when you’re up 
pulling that a l l -n ighter. 

($20, Proper 
Topper, 3213 
P St. N.W. 
and 1350 
Connecticut 
Ave. N.W.)

Party
animal:
Forget shot glasses, he or 
she certainly has enough of 
those. Get your most Ani-
mal House-esque friend to 
move beyond the Zelko 
with the “Ultimate Bar 
Book,” ($19.95) a guide 
to more than 1,000 boozy 
creations from Proper 
Topper. Because, really, 
admit it – you’re tired of 

the Jell-O shots. For the friend 
who always has a few too many, keep 

him or her in your partying prayers 
with a figurine of St. Vivian, the 
“patron saint of hangovers.” 

Packaged with Advil, there’s no 
better way to say “You’re my fa-

vorite person to go to Tom-Tom’s 
with.” ($5.50, Chocolate Moose, 

1742 L . N.W.)

Well-groomed guy: Just because he’s 
manly doesn’t mean his face 

can’t be pampered as well. 
Head over to Kiehl’s (3110 

M St. N.W.) for the “Ultimate 
Man Collection” – an assort-

ment of men’s products 
for shaving, moisturiz-

i n g , and refreshing his stub-
bly chin. Some of the kit’s offerings in-
clude brushless shave cream, energizing 
face cream, and hand salve to keep him 
soft during cold winter months. ($49) 

 Shoe-a-holic:  
  So your friend 

has more 
pairs of shoes than 

Carrie Bradshaw. 
Where do you 
turn to find 
her a pair she 
doesn’t have? 
Head over 
to George-

town’s Sas-
sanova (1641 
Wi s c o n s i n 
Ave. N.W.) 
for boots, 
heels 
and flats 
from 
design
ers such as 
Tory Burch 
and Lulu 
Guinness. Me
tallic flats are 
sure to please 
– she can dress 

them up for holi-
day parties or 

wear them with 

her favorite pair of skinny jeans. 

Kid at Heart: Let’s face it, be-
ing a twentysomething is 
tough. Sometimes, in the midst 
of studying for a killer final 
or writing that senior thesis, 
it’s natural to reminisce about 
simpler times, when hopscotch 
took priority over homework. 
At Restoration Hardware (1222 
Wisconsin Ave. N.W. and online at www.resto-

rationhardware.com), you’ll find toys for kids and 
almost-grown-ups, from a mini Etch-

a-Sketch ($12) to retro Pick-Up-
Sticks ($6.50). For exam escap-

ism, give a childish friend the 
Balloon Modeling Kit ($8), 
which will provide them with 
a pump, balloon-animal in-
structions, 30 balloon and 
hours of squeaky-clean fun. 

Movie Lover: There’s no 
pleasing a true movie snob, 
since he or she usually has a 

DVD collection bigger than the 
entire fourth floor of Gelman. But, 

just when you thought it couldn’t be done, the Criterion 
Collection has released the gift no film aficionado has: 

“Essential Art House: 50 Years of Janus Films” The 50 
films and hardcover book include the likes of Traffault, 
Bergman and Fellini. ($650, Available online at 

www.criterionco.com.)

 Environmentalist friend: 
He was first in 
line to see  “An 
I n c o n v e n i e n t 
Truth,” and he 
made sure he 
looked good for 
it. For a stylish 
guy who cares 
about saving the 
planet, head over 

to the nearby Alex 
Boutique (1919 Penn-

sylvania Ave. N.W.) and pick 
up this charcoal sweater with green 
trim by Covet ($140). It’s made of 
an all-natural cotton and bamboo 
blend that’s irresistibly soft. For your earth-

friendly gal pal, try Pua Naturally (444 7th St. 
N.W.) for environ-

mentally friendly 
women’s cloth-

ing and jewelry 
from all over 
the world. 

Study
Buddy:
So you 

and your 
friend  

have  spent 
hours this 

semester 
agonizing 

over chem., 
debating poli

tics, and proof-
reading each 
other’s short 

stories.

Now and then, when you aren’t 
around to provide it, your study 
buddy will need a little inspira-
tion. Get them a Zortz statuette 
of a greater mind than your own 
– Freud, Shakespeare or Einstein 
staring down at them is enough 
motivation to work harder for 

that test. Each figurine’s mouth 
opens to hold notes or items. ($28, 

Chocolate Moose)

Fashionista: Her high school superlative was best-
dressed, and she wouldn’t 
be caught dead in the 
same outfi t twice 
unless it was truly 
fabulous. For 
clothes and acces-
sories by 
e m e r g i n g 
designers, 
head  
over 
to the 
near
by 
Alex 
Bou-
tique, 
where you’ll 
fi nd unique 
modern and vin-
tage creations, 
and holiday dis-
counts. A 
silk  kimono dress 
by  Yumi Kim ($210) can 
be worn solo with some bright 
peep-toe heels, or with her favorite pair of leggings. Add 
an embellished charcoal leather clutch by Socoley 
($210) for her to take to holiday cocktail par-
ties. Finally, for the fashionista who loves 
luxury, this teal rabbit fur and Merino 
wool shawl by Minx ($310) will 
keep her shoulders warm on 
New Year’s Eve. 

Jet-Setter: A man on the go 
needs a place to stash his 

toothpaste, lip balm 
and other 

accoutre-
ments 

– and a 
Ziploc bag-

gie isn’t exactly the suavest 
way to do it. Give your trav-
eling guy pal this Tepper 
Jackson green leather Dopp 
bag from Proper Topper 
($55). He’ll thank you each 
time he tosses it in his suit-
case for another excursion. 
The store offers girlier toil-

itries bags for frequent-fly-
ing femmes, as well. n
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  t’s the most wonderful time of the year – when visions of sugarplums, A’s on
  finals and flights home for days of relaxation dance through students’ heads. 
All these thoughts, however, are trumped by a more pressing concern – gifts for 
everyone on our holiday lists. Check out some of the Hatchet’s picks for every 
personality – or add these presents to your own wish list.

by Maura Judkis, Special Projects Editor
Photos by  Erin Shea, Courtesy Criterion Collection, Kiehl’s
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trim by Covet ($140). It’s made of 

needs a place to stash his 
toothpaste, lip balm 

and other 
accoutre-

ments 
– and a 

Ziploc bag-
gie isn’t exactly the suavest 
way to do it. Give your trav-
eling guy pal this Tepper 
Jackson green leather Dopp 
bag from Proper Topper 
($55). He’ll thank you each 

– and a 

doesn’t have? 

Guinness. Me
tallic flats are 
sure to please 
– she can dress 

them up for holi-
day parties or 

N.W.) for environ-
mentally friendly 

women’s cloth-
ing and jewelry 
from all over 
the world. 

tics, and proof-

ing femmes, as well. n

can’t be pampered as well. 
Head over to Kiehl’s (3110 

M St. N.W.) for the “Ultimate 
Man Collection” – an assort-

ment of men’s products 

pairs of shoes than 

Bergman and Fellini. ($650, Available online at 
www.criterionco.com.)
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St. Vivian fi gurine, 
Chocolate Moose

Covet sweater, Alex boutique

Tepper J
ackso

n 

Dopp bag, 

Proper To
pper

Silk sleep mask, Proper To
pper

Minx rabbit fur 
shawl, Alex
Boutique

Socoley clutch,
Alex Boutique

Boxed fi im set, Criterion Collection

Men’s grooming products, Kiehl’s



Absorb the heat out of 
your computer!
 
•Longer Battery Life
Quieter Computer 
Operation
•No Power Required
 
The LapTopCooler uses a 
phase change material to 
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After scheduling two extra hearings 
on GW’s 20-year Campus Plan, the Zoning 
Commission conducted the application’s 
fi nal hearing Thursday and expects a deci-
sion early next year.

The 20-year Campus Plan asks for in-
creased fl oor space at the center of campus 
in exchange for removing GW property on 
the edges of campus from possible con-
struction sites. Although the current agree-
ment between the University and Foggy 
Bottom residents does not expire until 
2010, administrators have been working 
on a more comprehensive plan to last until 
2025.

The University has been involved in 
the approval process for the Campus Plan 
with the city since April. Commissioners 
said they expect to reach a decision on the 
Campus Plan application in January.

Extra hearings were scheduled to give 
all parties time to present public testimony. 
There were also concerns about a traffi c 
study by the D.C. Department of Transpor-
tation.

Louis Katz, GW’s executive vice 
president and treasurer, made a closing 
statement on behalf of the University at 
Thursday’s hearing. He said the proposed 
campus plan is a strong benefi t to GW, the 

city and Foggy Bottom.
“We will not let our students down. We 

will continue to further the institution to 
further our reputation as a world-class re-
search university,” he said. “The collective 
community-based planning effort provid-
ed an opportunity to provide a balanced 
plan to accommodate all stated needs.”

Tracy Schario, GW’s director of Me-
dia Relations, said the University has 
successfully advocated the benefi ts of 
the new Campus Plan over the past three 
month of hearings. “We accomplished 
our agenda.” n

–Kaitlyn Jahrling and Robert Parker

D.C. to decide on Campus Plan in January 2007

metro
Kaitlyn Jahrling – Metro News Editor (kjahrling@gwhatchet.com)
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Taking action against AIDS

by Hadas Gold
Hatchet Staff Writer

While rapper Chris 
“Ludacris” Bridges vis-
ited GW and rallies 
took place at the White 
House, some students 
spent part of World 
AIDS Day participating 
in a videoconference 
with peers and experts 
all over the world. 

Two of three video-
conferences held worldwide 

had conference sites located 
in D.C. – one conference took place in the 
morning and had a World Bank site, the second con-
ference took place in the afternoon and had a World 
Bank and an American University site. 

The conferences connected Washington-area stu-
dents and community participants with their peers in 
Uganda, Ethiopia and Ecuador and at other universi-
ties across the country.

“We wanted to connect students to people who 
are living around the world with the threat of AIDS,” 
said event organizer Seth Green of Americans for In-
formed Democracy.

In total, there were 30 videoconference sites around 
the world on Friday. Other universities with video-
conference sites included Yale, University of Indiana, 
Princeton, Northwestern, University of Michigan and 
American. About 30 people were in attendance at 
American University’s videoconference site.

“I came because I want to focus on international 
service and community development in Africa, which 
is directly related to AIDS,” said American University 
site participant Amanda Spielberg, a freshman at AU 
majoring in International Service. “(The conference) 
allowed us to have a dialogue with other people in 
other countries and see what work they’re doing.”

Jason Dombrowski, president of the Foreign Pol-
icy Association at American, ran his school’s video-
conference site.

“It’s good for people to get outside of D.C. and 
(expose themselves) to a totally different mindset and 
problems,” Dombrowski said. “It’s an opportunity to 
connect to a wider audience.”

Joanna Brucker, a senior at GW majoring in an-
thropology, attended the morning videoconference at 

the World Bank site.
“I have a concentration in developmental studies 

... and am very interested in how you use local knowl-
edge and participatory knowledge,” Brucker said. 
“The conference was listed as student-initiated, hav-
ing students around the world discussing AIDS, and I 
really feel that the universal approach to how cultures 
treat problems is very important.”

During the afternoon videoconference, both World 
Bank and American University site participants com-
mented and posed questions to the other sites around 
the world, as well as to a panel of AIDS experts at the 
World Bank.

“We’re the fi rst generation in human history who 
could contemplate tackling this issue,” said panelist 
Paul Zeitz, executive director of the Global AIDS Al-
liance.

Elizabeth Lule, manager of the AIDS Campaign 
Team for Africa at the World Bank gave a short pre-
sentation for videoconference participants about the 
state of AIDS today, focusing on the stigma associated 
with people who have AIDS.

“We do have a big job to do in the area of stigma,” 
said Lule. “Anything that looks different, looks sick ... 
we try to shove away.”

Lule added that “I always get energized seeing 
you young leaders. You are the ones who will change 
the world.”

Though students made up the majority of the par-
ticipants at the afternoon videoconference’s American 
University site, some non-student community mem-
bers participated as well.  

One such participant, Chuck Hassenplug, worked 
for the United Nations and recently moved to D.C. He 
said the videoconference’s format was very exciting.

“You know that other people are working on (the 
videoconference),” Hassenplug said. “You can feel 
more than just through words, you see the other peo-
ple working on the same thing.”

John B. K. Rutayuga is president and executive 
director of Ukimwi Orphans Assistance in D.C. and 
gave videoconference participants an African’s point 
of view on AIDS.

“We Africans now think of a generation free of 
AIDS,” said Rutayuga. “We would like to (encourage) 
young people to be responsible to (each other), and to 
be responsible to (their) community and family.

This was the second year of the videoconference, 
which Green said will be held every year to connect 
young social activists across the globe.  n

Conferences on AIDS 
connect  countries

Ryder Haske/Hatchet photographer
Protesters chant “pills cost pennies, greed costs lives” Friday afternoon in Lafayette Square.  
Twenty students were later arrested for protesting on White House property without a permit.

by Bryan Han
Hatchet Reporter

Student Health Services of-
fered free HIV tests on Foggy 
Bottom and Mount Vernon as 
part of events leading up to 
World AIDS Day Friday.

World AIDS Day was cre-
ated to spread awareness of 
the global HIV/AIDS crisis. 
Other events included a rally 
where students were arrested 
for protesting without a per-
mit. Tests were held Friday 
from 1 to 3 p.m. on the Foggy 
Bottom Campus and Wednes-
day from 4 to 6 p.m. on the 
Mount Vernon Campus.

Students can normally get 
tested for HIV by visiting 
SHS, but must pay a $20 clinic 
fee for the visit. Last semes-
ter SHS held a testing event 
for several sexually transmit-
ted diseases, including AIDS, 
gonorrhea and syphilis, but 
was forced to turn away stu-
dents because of a lack of time 
and personnel, said Trey Wat-
kins, assistant outreach coor-
dinator for SHS.

He said testing was easier 
this year because of a new pro-
cedure using swabs rubbed 
against the gums. This only 
requires 20 minutes to process 
results as opposed to blood 
samples needing the hours to 
get results, said Susan Haney, 
SHS outreach coordinator. 
SHS was committed to testing 

everyone that came in for free 
testing last week, she said.

“We may have to turn peo-
ple away – if there are hun-
dreds of people we won’t be 
able to do it – but now that the 
testing is available, we will be 
able to schedule other times 
for people to do it,” Haney 
said.

Student volunteers from 
the Student Global AIDS Cam-
paign encouraged students to 
get free HIV screening tests in 
Post Hall in the Mount Ver-
non Academic Building and 
in the Marvin Center Grand 
Ballroom. Members consider 
testing an important step in 
battling the AIDS crisis.

SGAC volunteer Tucker 
Landesman, a junior, said peo-
ple should know if they have 
HIV or sexually transmitted 
infections so disease doesn’t 
spread and hurt others.

“I think that in a world 
which we know that HIV and 
STDs are out there – whether 
or not we’re using safer sex 
techniques with our partner 
or partners – knowing our 
status and sharing that sta-
tus with our partners is the 
socially responsible thing to 
do,” Landesman said.

AIDS, or Acquired Im-
mune Deficiency Syndrome, 
is particularly dangerous in 
the D.C. area, which has the 
highest rate of infection in the 
United States. According to 
D.C. Appleseed, a nonprofit 
dedicated to District policy is-
sues, one in 20 D.C. residents 
have Human Immunodefi-
ciency Virus, the pathogen 
that causes AIDS. This rate 

is worse than many African 
countries, the report stated.

Several interested stu-
dents helped make buttons 
and watched the screening of 
the documentary “Pandemic: 
Fight AIDS” at the Mount 
Vernon event Wednesday. 
Many were extremely sup-
portive of the SGAC’s aware-
ness events.

“I have just been to a few 
of their events and I know 
it’s World AIDS Week, so I’m 
going to sport the shirt and 
sport the button and support 
the cause,” said sophomore 
Brand Kroeger.

Rachel Stalnaker, the SGAC 
member who organized the 
Mount Vernon event, said she 
was glad freshman residents 
of Mount Vernon were inter-
ested in their cause. She lived 
on Mount Vernon her fresh-
man year and said she real-
ized how isolated the campus 
could be from the rest of the 
GW campus.

“We wanted to make sure 
the Mount Vernon community 
is included in our events.”

SGAC also held an infor-
mation session for interested 
students in Kogan Plaza Tues-
day and Thursday, co-spon-
sored a panel discussion on 
AIDS with the College Demo-
crats Tuesday and participat-
ed in the World AIDS Day ral-
ly Friday. The student group 
worked with organizations 
like the World Health Orga-
nization and the National 
Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People to co-
ordinate events for the day of 
awareness. n

AIDS
from p. 1

SHS off ers free HIV tests
Tests, rallies and 
events mark World 
AIDS Day

The group is demanding $8 bil-
lion over 5 years from the govern-
ment to combat AIDS worldwide. 
It also asks the government to 
remove funding restrictions on 
D.C., which has the highest HIV 
infection rate in the U.S., for a 
needle exchange program.

“Domestically, our admin-
istration creates red tape that 
prevents needle exchanges that 
would significantly curb the 
transmission of HIV by intrave-
nous drug users,” Mahama said.

Crowds gathered at about 3 

p.m. across from the White House 
at Lafayette Park to listen to 
speakers from activists organiza-
tions. Several organizations spon-
sored the rally, including Africa 
Action, National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored 
People, D.C. Fights Back! and the 
Universities Coalition for Global 
Health.

The host of the World AIDS 
Day rally was Global Justice, an 
umbrella organization for stu-
dent advocacy groups like the 
Student Global AIDS Campaign. 
Matt Kavanagh, executive direc-
tor of Global Justice, roused the 
crowds during the rally by start-
ing a chant.

“How many more have to 

die before you join the fight?” 
Kavanagh said, looking in the 
direction of the White House. 
“Power does not concede any-
thing unless it’s demanded and 
we need a lot, a heck of a lot more 
from that person sitting in that 
house.”

Freshman Bernadette 
Karandy said although she is not 
directly affected by HIV, the issue 
should concern everyone.

“Everyone knows some-
one who has been affected by 
either HIV or AIDS, whether it 
is a friend, a family member or 
friend of a friend,” Karandy said. 
“Anything that is killing millions 
and millions of people every year 
affects everyone. The disease is 
spreading it will affect everyone 
if we don’t control it now.”

The protest dispersed at about 
4:30 p.m. and moved to Freedom 
Plaza where a candlelight vigil 
sponsored by the Whitman-
Walker Clinic was held. n
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The rock group Led Zeppelin formally 
announced its breakup.

THIS WEEK
IN HISTORY

Monday, Dec. 4, 1980: 
The Washington Post published its 
first newspaper.

Wednesday, Dec. 6. 1877: 
Conservative political commentator 
and author Ann Coulter was born.

Friday, Dec. 8, 1961:

Diabetes research, 
NASA style

by Tess Marstaller
Senior Staff Writer

While the phrase “NASA tech-
nology” may bring to mind imag-
es of space shuttles and interga-
lactic gadgets, one GW professor 
has modified the same technology 
used for surveying outer space in 
hopes of getting closer to curing 
diabetes.

Murray Loew, GW’s direc-
tor of the biomedical engineer-
ing program, is working along 
with diabetes expert and Cornell 
University pharmacology profes-
sor Geoffrey Sharp to perfect and 
promote a software program that 
they hope will aid future diabetes 
research and be useful for a variety 
of other scientific causes.

Since cellular image analysis 
– one of the biggest new develop-
ments in diabetes research – can 
only be seen under a microscope, 
Loew and Sharp are trying to see 
it utilizing the technology NASA 
uses to explore images of Earth 
and space.

Cellular imaging analysis has 
been heralded as holding great 
promise for furthering diabetes 
research that could lead to eventu-
ally combating the disease. NASA’s 
programming is now being modi-
fied into a tool that could be used 

to help bring an end to diabetes. 
“Having diabetes means con-

stantly having to walk a tight-
rope.” Loew said. “Several com-
panies are working on devices that 
will make balancing glucose levels 
simpler, avoiding the need to draw 
blood, which many people dislike 
doing.”

Diabetes, which affects more 
that 20 million Americans, is 
caused by the body’s incapacity 
to regulate glucose from food and 
utilize it as energy. The hormone 
insulin is crucial in allowing cells 
to take up glucose from the blood-
stream, and is transported to the 
plasma membrane of certain cells 
in the pancreas by structures called 
granules. Analyzing these granules 
is a main purpose of the computer 
program Loew is producing. 

In Type I, or juvenile, diabetes, 
the body stops making insulin, 
and the hormone must be injected 
for cells to be able to take up 
glucose normally. In Type II, or 
adult onset diabetes, the cell stops 
responding to insulin and can no 
longer properly use the glucose 
that is readily available.

In both cases this can lead to 
serious conditions such as falling 
into a coma, heart disease, kidney 

At the onset of her fourth year in college, Eve 
has learned quite a few things about sex. Eve, The 
Hatchet’s anonymous sex columnist, will share 
her observations and (sometimes dirty) thoughts 
about sex at GW with the population that fuels 
her fire.

Editor’s note: names have been changed to 
protect the naughty.

It’s easy to believe.
For example, when was the last time you 

thought that masturbation caused blind-
ness? Have you ever checked your palms 
for increased hair after a vigorous session 
with yourself? I once believed that I should 
swallow semen because my oh-so-manipu-
lative boyfriend told me it was a metabolic 
enhancer (give head and lose weight – who 
could ask for anything more?).

Sexual myths seem to be the most preva-
lent, and the easiest to believe. Because we 
receive sexual information from all different 
sources – religious institutions, television, 
our parents, schoolmates, the cashier at Wen-
dy’s – it is difficult to separate the truth from 
the guy who just really, really wants you 
to swallow. Even in our Internet-saturated, 
post-Kinsey, post-RuPaul world where sex 
shops border Italian restaurants in swanky 
neighborhoods, sexual myths pervade.

Sure, we know that your average male 
won’t turn into Teen Wolf if he masturbates. 
We have as many birth control options as fla-
vors of Orbitz gum. We also know that the 
female clitoris has more nerve endings than 
the penis and consider female circumcision 
to be a crime.

Why, then, is non-religious male circum-
cision still so common in the United States? 
Why do we think a man with foreskin is 
somehow dirtier? Why do many of my girl-
friends shudder at the though of an “uncut” 
penis? Why did I myself, the first time I en-

countered foreskin, ask 
the lovely gentleman 

with whom I was 
naked “What’s up 
with that?” Need-
less to say, that tur-
tle went right back 
into his shell.

Like a good in-
vestiga-horny jour-
nalist, I decided to 
do some research 

into this particular 
sexual notion to find out 
if the superiority of the 
circumcised penis to the 

non-circumcised penis is, in fact, a myth.
Initially, non-religious circumcision in 

English-speaking countries arose in a climate 
of negative attitudes toward sex, specifically 
masturbation. Historically, moral sentiment 
has seen masturbation as not only sinful, but 
also detrimental to one’s health. This idea 
promoted medical leanings toward non-re-
ligious circumcision.

Karen Erickson Paige, author of the 1978 
study The Ritual of Circumcision wrote: “In 
the United States, the current medical ratio-
nale for circumcision de-
veloped after the operation 
was in wide practice. The 
original reason for the sur-
gical removal of the fore-
skin was to control ‘mas-
turbatory insanity’ ... also 
known as ‘self-abuse.’”

Other books from far-
ther back, like before peo-
ple had decided sex was 
fun, actually recommended 
circumcision as a means of 
discouraging masturba-
tion in a child. William Ac-
ton, a Victorian physician, 
damned the foreskin as a 
“source of serious mischief” and William 
Hammond, a professor in New York around 
the same time, noted that circumcision gen-
erally “lessens the voluptuous sensations of 
sexual intercourse.”

Hold the scissors. This all made sense to 
me, except for the fact that I know plenty of 
circumcised dudes who ‘self-abuse’ twice a 
day. It seems that the removal of their fore-
skin decreased nothing more than ... their 
foreskin. As my friend Blonde put it, “May-
be it feels better with foreskin, and maybe I’d 
be more turned-on more often, but I don’t 
know if I could take it!”

My friend Brown, whose foreskin re-
mains intact, is surprised what a stigma 
there is against his extra business. He’s had 
girls say everything from “Awesome!” to 
“Ew!” when they first see his penis.

“There’s no hygienic difference,” Brown 
tells me. “That’s a completely antiquated 
view. Maybe centuries ago, when people 
only bathed on their birthday, it was a prob-
lem, but now it isn’t.”

According to my research, Brown is cor-
rect. Foreskin can actually protect the shaft 
of the penis from many germs and diseases, 
not to mention that it is easily retractable for 
cleaning purposes.

It has also been surmised that circum-
cision became a class marker.  With the in-
crease of hospitals at the turn of the 20th 
century, medical doctors often performed 
non-religious neonatal circumcisions. Thus, 
a circumcised baby often indicated a family 
wealthy enough to afford hospital birth.

One of the most concrete facts I found, 
however, was that the “to-cut-or-not-to-cut” 
debate has raged for centuries. In Roman 
times, circumcised men would sometimes 
hang weights from the remaining skin of 
their shafts, attempting to stretch it and cre-

ate the illusion of foreskin. 
No way to replace all the 
lost nerve endings, though, 
unless maybe they attached 
a clitoris.

No matter how you cut 
it, our modern aversion to 
foreskin is unfounded and 
unfair. In many modern 
Western countries, includ-
ing Finland and many parts 
of Canada, non-therapeutic 
and non-religious circumci-
sion is unlawful. And yet, 
neonatal circumcision re-
mains the most common pe-
diatric operation carried out 

in the U.S. today. Not to mention that “What 
is up with that?” remains the most common 
phrase heard by uncircumcised American 
males.

I am not objecting to circumcision in any 
way, only advocating a more open mind 
on the part of the general GW population. 
Some penises are big, some small, some 
curved, some straight, some cut, some not. 
As long as it functions, then simply enjoy! 
And coming from someone who’s tried on 
both turtlenecks and crewnecks, I have to 
say that the extra material only led to extra 
pleasure ... n
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“Cutting to the chase:
the circumcision 
stigma”

Get more from Eve by 
reading her  blog posts 
at The Hatchet online 
at blog.gwhatchet.
com.

ONLINEEXTRA

Erin Shea/photo editor
Murray Loew, GW’s director of the biomedical engineering program, 
is working with a professor at Cornell University to use NASA tech-
nology for cellular imaging analysis to research diabetes.

...the restricted 
area near Mount 
Vernon campus?

Every day students ride the shuttle 2.8 miles to GW’s other 
campus. And every day hundreds of eyes glance at a plot of 
green, grassy land situated right before turning into the Mount 
Vernon campus’ entryway.

What makes this land conspicuous is the fact that it’s raised, 
fenced off with barbed wire and there are bright scary signs that 
say, “U.S. PROPERTY NO TRESPASSING.”

What’s even more bizarre is that when this square piece of 
property is looked up on a Google map, it’s labeled as “Reservoir.” 
A water reservoir, no less. These contradicting findings make one 
wonder what exactly is being hidden on this plot of land adjacent 
to GW’s Mount Vernon campus.

A small sign on the side of the fence said it is prohibited to 
bring in the regular dangerous items that are more or less banned 
from commercial airlines as well, like explosive chemicals and 
any sort of weapon. Also banned: any form of media recording 
devices, as well as a ban on photographing or even sketching any 
part of the property.

What the sign did say, however, was that this property was 
authorized by the U.S. Army under the Internal Security Act of 
1950. This act, also known as the McCarran Act, required a regis-
tration of all Communist organizations as well as all individuals 
that were suspected to be engaged in “un-American” activities.

When the D.C. Office of Zoning, Office of Tax and Revenue, 
and other administrative offices were contacted to try to find out 
the use of the land, representatives from those offices said the 
zone that the property is located on is recognized, but the prop-
erty itself is not. The U.S. Army refused to answer any questions 
about their property on Foxhall Road.

Matt Lindsay, assistant director of Media Relations, said GW 
has no connection to the land and does not know anything about 
it.

“I really don’t know what’s there or who owns it,” he said. 
“We are not affiliated with that land in any way.”

Among many GW students, rumors say that under this land 
is an unused (or perhaps still functioning) bunker for times of 
emergency.

“I’ve heard that’s where the president goes if there’s a terrorist 
attack,” sophomore Courtney Segal said.

Perhaps it used to be a surveillance site for un-American citi-
zens conducting un-American activities, or an emergency shelter 
for government officials. We may never know, exactly, what the 
deal is with this piece of land. n

–Prerna Rao

“What’s the deal with ...” is a regular feature in the Life section. If 
you have an idea for the story, e-mail features@gwhatchet.com.

Name: Bowen Vernan
Year: Sophomore
Age: 19
Hometown: Grand Blanc, Mich.
Major: Middle Eastern Studies

Name: Cydnee DeToy
Year: Sophomore
Age: 19
Hometown: Wickford, R.I.
Major/Minor: Geography/Human Ser-
vices 

What would be your ideal date?
Bowen: I’m very old fashioned. My ide-
al date would start at a sleepy little Ital-
ian restaurant and dancing to the piano 
and then a long winding walk around 
town.

Cydnee: My ideal date would be a walk 
on the beach.

What characteristics do you look for in a 
person?
Bowen: I need someone is who honest 

and real. I also think that it’s important 
for someone to be willing to go get what 
they want, you can’t reach your goals 
sitting around and waiting for them to 
come to you.

Cydnee: I’m looking for a guy who has 
a good sense of humor and can make 
me laugh. I also like trying new things 
and exploring, so I like adventurous 
people.

What are some of your own personal inter-
ests?
Bowen: I really like all sorts of music, 
especially swing and jazz music. Like 
most guys, I enjoy playing and watch-
ing sports (baseball, soccer, swimming). 
I also like running. Next semester, I’m 
planning on taking up ballroom classes 
and possibly interning at the Pentagon.

Cydnee: I like spending time with my 
friends and meeting new people. I’m 
also extremely interested in trying to 
make a difference in the world.

“GW Blind Date” is a regular feature 
in the Life section modeled after Washing-
ton Post Magazine’s Date Lab. If you would 
like to be set up on a blind date with anoth-
er GW student, e-mail features@gwhatchet.
com.

DaterBios

GW BlindDate: 
A very traditional evening

Two small-town sophomores, Bowen Vernan and Cydnee DeToy, made comfortable conversa-
tion over dinner, candlelight and a rose at the Firefly restaurant in Dupont Circle.

Cydnee: This was my first 
blind date. 

It wasn’t something I 
ever thought I would do, but 
it was an interesting experi-
ence.

The date went well. He 
brought me a flower and 
held the door for me, which 
definitely made a good first 
impression. 

It was very comfortable 

and the conversation flowed 
easily. 

We talked about every-
thing from Navy ROTC and 
the fact that he was home-
schooled, to music likes and 
dislikes. It was definitely 
comfortable; there were no 
awkward silences

Bowen is a really nice 
guy. He’s smart, motivated, 
and well-spoken. He’s also 

comfortable with himself 
and has his life pretty well 
figured out.

I would give the date an 
A. It was very “textbook.” I 
definitely think we’d be bet-
ter as just friends. 

We got along well, but 
there was no extra spark. n

Cydnee

Bowen: This was my first 
blind date, and overall the 
date was really fun. 

The restaurant was a 
cool little place, a bit noisy 
though. For dinner, I had 
the rigatoni and she had the 
salmon.

I thought the evening 
was really comfortable. We 
talked about things we’re 
involved with in D.C., life 

back home, mutual friends, 
places we want to go, people 
we want to see. Basically, we 
discussed a little bit of every-
thing.

Both coming from smaller 
hometowns, we both love 
city life. 

Cydnee was a really 
sweet, down-to-earth girl. 
She seemed really open and 
genuine.

I would give the date a 
B+/A-. I definitely enjoyed 
spending the evening getting 
to know Cydnee, but I’m not 
sure there was a very strong 
connection. I don’t know 
about going on another date, 
but I hope we’ll definitely be 
friends. n

Bowen
by Megan Marinos
Hatchet Staff Writer

Firefly Resturant
1310 New Hampshire Ave. N.W.

202-861-1310
www.firefly-dc.com 

photos by Erin Shea

See DIABETES, p. 9

Studying abroad in some exotic country next semester? Want to write about your experiences 
in The Hatchet while overseas? E-mail features@gwhatchet.com to be the next GW Expat.
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We all know the holiday season is supposed to be the 
most wonderful time of the year, but for some students, it 
can be the worst.

With the added stresses of final exams, papers and, for 
some, family problems, the end of the semester can be one 
of the most mentally difficult times for college students.

“This time of year we see people who really are expe-
riencing more (stress) and it’s because of their schedules 
and academic pressures,” Clinical Outreach Coordinator 
for Student Health Services Susan Haney said. “For upper-
level students there are more pressures because it’s really 
time to start thinking about career choices and/or gradu-
ate school.”

Although it’s just an urban myth that suicide rates go 
up during the winter season, Haney said the change in 
weather can get some people down this time of year.

“People also have seasonal depression, where the days 
are shorter and we don’t have light as much,” she said. 

For some students, the thought of going home for 
almost a month during winter break is one of the biggest 
stresses. Family problems can often be exacerbated during 
holiday gatherings.

“Sometimes, everybody assumes that people will want 
to be home and things will be great,” Haney said. “For a lot 
of families there are a lot of stresses that people have the 
expectation of the holiday being happy times, and there 
are often some complicated family issues that come more 
to the frontlines during the holidays.”

Haney said students in need of counseling, or even just 
someone to talk to about holiday-related anxiety, can turn 
to their House Proctor, Scholar or Mentor, or a professional 
therapist at the University Counseling Center.

“I think mental health issues are of concern on all 
(college) campuses and I think our campus is responding 
well,” she said. “We’re putting a lot of attention to dealing 
with these issues and making services available.”

–Hadas Gold

“Weekly check up” is a regular feature in the Life section. 
If you have a health topic you want to know more about, e-mail 
features@gwhatchet.com.

WEEKLY 
UP

the holiday 
blues

Saving some from slavery

by Leah Carliner
Senior Staff Writer

Jennifer Munoz doesn’t 
need someone to tell her that 
human trafficking is a global 
problem that can happen in the 
United States. To Munoz, it hits 
home.

Two months ago a 35-year-
old football coach was indicted 
for pimping a 14-year-old girl 
at a Bowie, Md., high school, 
just 20 minutes from the high 
school where Munoz, a non-
degree-seeking GW student, 
graduated. 

On Saturday, the 
International Day to Abolish 
Slavery, Munoz, 22, decided to 
take a stance against human 
trafficking. She attended a rally 
to protest, publicized by two 
GW students who hope to bring 
the group Students Taking 
Action Against Trafficking, or 
STAAT, to campus. 

“There’s a lot of areas 
(around the world) where there 
is really high risk,” Munoz said 
about trafficking, the commer-
cial trade, or smuggling, of 
human beings into slavery mar-

kets for sex and unfree labor. 
According to the United 

States Trafficking Victims 
Protection Act of 2000, human 
trafficking is defined as when 
a commercial sex act is induced 
by force, fraud or coercion, or 
when the act is forced on some-
one under 18. 

Saturday’s human traffick-
ing awareness rally was held 
in Dupont Circle’s Provisions 
Library, where attendees 

watched an MTV documentary 
about human trafficking and 
listened to speakers from local 
awareness groups. 

STAAT co-founder and GW 
senior Caitlin O’Leary said 
she hopes that movies about 
human trafficking will inspire 
GW’s student body to take 
action against this growing 
international problem. O’Leary 
said the Lifetime channel mini-
series “Human Trafficking” 
inspired her to take up cause. 

“It blows you away,” said 
O’Leary about the film that 
sparked her interest in human 
trafficking when it premiered 
in October 2005.  

“Even though movies seem 
clichéd or whatever … (people) 
get very touched by things like 
that,” she said. 

O’Leary hopes to estab-
lish a STAAT chapter at GW 
with co-founder Samantha 
Markham, a senior who interns 
with O’Leary at the FAIR Fund, 
an international organization 
that addresses women’s rights 
issues including human traf-
ficking. 

O’Leary and Markham 
work closely with student orga-
nizations on college campuses 
that promote human trafficking 
awareness. When they realized 
GW didn’t have it’s own group 
to promote human trafficking 
awareness, they initiated GW’s 
STAAT, which is in the process 
of obtaining approval from the 
Student Activities Center. 

“I didn’t realize how many 
people didn’t know anything 
about the issue at GW,” O’Leary 
said. 

Markham agreed that there 
is very little knowledge of 
human trafficking, not only on 
GW’s campus, but also across 
the country.

“People are either not 
aware of human trafficking at 
all or they’re not aware that it 
goes on in the United States,” 
said Markham, who knew lit-
tle about the cause before she 
began working at the FAIR 
Fund.

A major goal of STAAT will 
be to help GW students to real-
ize that human trafficking can 
take place right outside their 

doors.
“It’s an all-encompass-

ing issue; it happens in D.C.” 
O’Leary said, adding that 
she hopes more students will 
become as active in human traf-
ficking as they are with Darfur 
and AIDS awareness groups.

“(Human trafficking) is not 
the cool thing to be into right 
now,” she said, adding that 
only 10 people have expressed 
interest in joining STAAT so 
far. 

Senior Catherine Finn said 
she heard about Saturday’s 
event because she is friends 

with O’Leary. 
“I think it’s an impor-

tant cause, but I feel like a 
lot of people aren’t aware of 
it,” said Finn, who added that 
she wouldn’t know as much 
about human trafficking if it 
wasn’t for her friendship with 
O’Leary. 

Finn said that she hopes 
STAAT becomes popular on 
campus, but that sometimes it 
can be hard to motivate college 
kids. 

She said, “Joining a 
Facebook group isn’t exactly 
advocacy.” n

GW seniors push for anti-human trafficking  
student org, co-host local event to raise awareness

Alex Ellis/Hatchet photographer
Andrea Powell, co-founder of FAIR Fund, which assists women in 
developing societies, speaks at Provisions Library Saturday after-
noon.  The event was hosted by the DC Fight Human Trafficking 
meetup group.  Seniors Catilin O’Leary and Samantha Markham, 
co-founders of STAAT, helped organize the event. 

“People are either not 
aware of human traf-
ficking at all or they’re 
not aware that it goes 

on in the United States,”

SAMANTHA MARKHAM
SENIOR

Want to be The Hatchet’s 
new Expat? 

E-mail krooney@gwhatchet.com 
for more information
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LSAT · GMAT · GRE · MCAT · DAT · OAT 

Save $100!
We’re celebrating the holiday season by  

offering you $100 off our comprehensive courses 
when you enroll by December 31st.   

Act now and you’ll also beat the $100 MCAT price 
increase for a $200 savings on MCAT!

Higher test scores guaranteed or your money back.**

Enroll today to take advantage of  
this limited-time offer. 

1-800-KAP-TEST �    kaptest.com 
†Must enroll between December 1-31, 2006 and pay in full.  Cannot be combined with any other offer, rebate, discount, or promotion.  
Offer applies only to LSAT, MCAT, GMAT, GRE, DAT, OAT and PCAT Classroom, Extreme, Class +5, Premium Online, GMAT Ad-
vanced, and Private Tutoring Programs in the U.S. and Canada.  Prince increase applies to MCAT Classroom,  Class +5, and Online
Courses in the United States.  *Test names are registered trademarks of their respective owners.  **Conditions and restrictions apply.  

For complete guarantee requirements, visit kaptest.com/hsg.  The Higher Score Guarantee only applies to courses taken and completed 
within the United States, Canada, Mexico, The United Kingdom, and France. 

by Megan Marinos
Hatchet Reporter

Not only does GW alumnus 
Mike Rhode read comics, he stud-
ies them, researches them, even 
blogs about them. And he does it 
all for free.

Rhode is a co-author of the 
Comics Research Bibliography, 
editor of exhibition and media 
reviews for the International 
Journal of Comic Art, a contrib-
uting writer for Hogan’s Alley, 
a magazine on cartoon arts, and 
blogs on his ComicsDC Web site 

His professional career as an 
archivist for the National Museum 
of Health and Medicine has noth-
ing to do with comics, but that 
doesn’t stop him from finding time 
to pursue his lifelong passion.

“I’m not sure what interests me 
about comics, in the end,” Rhode 
confessed. “I literally always read 
them. It’s never seemed like a lot of 
work – hobbies never do, right?” 

Rhode, a history major who 
graduated from GW in 1987, said 
he spent his childhood poring 
over comic books, but lost touch 
with the art form in college.

“I felt I had grown out of my 
hobby, as many college kids do,” 
he said.

But 20 years ago, his girlfriend 
at the time introduced Rhode to 
Big Planet Comics, a comics store 
in Bethesda, Md., and from there 
the rest is history. 

It may seem strange that 

Rhode devotes so much time to 
the comic world without making 
it his full-time career. But Rhode 
said he enjoys having a thriving 
hobby, whose heights have soared 
higher than he ever imagined, 
thanks to the Internet. 

Rhodes said he went from 
being an interested observer of 
comics to an active participant in 
their analysis after joining online 
groups that bring people together 
who are interested in cartoon art. 

Rhode joined different com-
ics’ e-mail discussion lists like the 
Grand Comic Database project’s 
list, a site that indexes every comic 
ever published in America. 

“This appealed to the archivist 
side of me and I began participat-
ing,” he said.

Rhode really began to get 
his hands dirty in 1996, when 
his friend John Bullough, whom 
Rhode met through the Grand 
Comic Database, created Comics 
Research Bibliography, a collection 
of articles about comic artists rath-
er than comic strips themselves. 

Rhode said he likes to use his 
history education in his extracur-
ricular activities. He has written 
several historical articles about 
comics, including stories on the 
medical museum’s collection of 
Civil War, World War I and World 
War II cartoons. His articles have 
run in Hogan’s Alley, an online 
magazine focused around com-
ics, and have been accepted by 
the annual International Comic 

Arts Festival, an annual meeting 
in D.C. each fall.

“Something about getting a 
handle on the information and put-
ting it in one place is what I like,” 
he said. “By being inclusive and 
adding articles about all kinds of 
comic art, I became more interested 
in and attuned to more types.”

Rhode said he continues to 
find ways to expose comics to the 
world. About three months ago he 
began his own comic blog. The site, 
comicsdc.blogspot.com/, features 
posts about what’s going on in the 
local comic scene.

Not only did his blog give 
people a “one-stop-shop” for what 
comics events were going on in 
the D.C. area, but Rhode also said 
the Weblog has also helped him 
make some exciting new contacts.

Richard Thompson, a 
Washington Post cartoonist, com-
mented on Rhode’s blog post and 
the two later met face-to-face at 
the Library of Congress Cartoon 
America exhibit opening Nov. 2.  

Between his career as archi-
vist, his blog, and his involvement 
in several comic journals and a 
comic bibliography, Rhode’s inter-
est in comics has continued to 
grow rather than fade with age.

“Growing up, I really enjoyed 
comics.  They were always around 
the house when I was a child,” he 
said. “(Now) I’ve become inter-
ested in all aspects (of the art), like 
editorial cartoon, strips, historical 
caricature and the like.” n

A funny pastime
Erin Shea/photo editor

GW alumnus Mike Rhode has his own D.C. comics blog and also contributes to the International 
Journal of Comic Art, the Comics Research Bibliography and Hogan’s Alley.

and nerve damage, loss of limbs and blindness.
“Diabetes is the largest single contributor to new 

blindness in the U.S.,” Loew said. “The possible 
long-term effects of this disease are very serious.”

In previous research, analyzing electron micro-
graphs of cells meant hours of tedious counting, 
measuring and estimating, with even the most 
painstaking efforts falling subject to human error, 
he said.

With the new image-analysis tool, a micrograph 
can be accurately analyzed in just 10 minutes. Even 
more importantly, he added, the measurements 
made by the technology are consistent and repro-
ducible, giving researchers confidence that their 
work is reliable and objective. 

This project got off the ground when Loew and 
Sharp realized several years ago by working togeth-
er they may be able to develop an innovative and 
advantageous way to perform cellular examination.

Tim McClanahan, a doctoral student, is also col-
laborating on the project. McClanahan is a scientist at 
NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Center in Maryland, 
where similar technology has been used to classify 
images and identify landforms in space.

The images analyzed by Loew and McClanahan 
come from cells of rats that are manipulated at 
Cornell and then inspected under a high-powered 
electron microscope. The data and finalized method 

will eventually be sent back to Sharp, who will be 
able to use the  program in further diabetes studies.

The method and technology these three men 
are developing could be useful not only for diabetes 
research, but also for examining cell structures in 
other illnesses, the professors said. The algorithms 
used by their computer program are exceptionally 
versatile, Loew said.

“Only slight modifications would be needed 
before they could be used successfully to look at 
other organelles, such as mitochondria,” he said.

While highly sophisticated and complex imaging 
techniques have been developed for cellular imaging 
of diabetes in the past, this program is the first one 
that would allow use on a broader scale without the 
necessity of intense training and rare equipment.

The research team for this project has submitted 
a proposal for funding to the National Institute of 
Health, and hope to get financial support that will let 
them further refine and apply their research.

Loew said this advancement could be extended 
to biologists and other scientists, “providing a tool for 
the quantification of cellular properties and substruc-
tures, and greatly speeding up research.”

Loew said diabetes is an increasingly widespread 
disease, especially among overweight children. 
While many people are able to control the condition 
through exercise and diet, the constant need to main-
tain a delicate balance of several factors is exhausting 
and science still has a great deal of ground to cover.

“The mechanism by which glucose stimulates 
insulin secretion is not well-known,” he said, adding 
that understanding it is his underlying goal here.  n

DIABETES
from p. 7
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������������������ You may be eligible if you are:

• Between the ages of 10-17
• Medically healthy
• Free of current or past history of psychiatric illness
• Free of a history of head trauma with loss of consciousness
• Not currently taking any medication

Researchers at the NIMH are seeking healthy child and
adolescent volunteers to participate in studies on mood and
anxiety disorders. Participation in these studies may include a
physical exam, lab work, brain imaging, and/or psychological
interviews. The studies are conducted at the NIH Clinical
Center in Bethesda, Maryland.

Compensation is provided.

Please call: 301-594-8705 (TTY: 1-866-411-1010)
http://patientinfo.nimh.nih.gov

or for other studies: www.clinicaltrials.gov

National Institute of Mental Health 
National Institutes of Health, Department of Health & Human Services

Healthy Volunteers Needed for Child
& Adolescent Mental Health Research

Justin Evans/Hatchet photographer
Ambassador James Lilley speaks about the relationship between China 
and Taiwan during a luncheon in the Elliott School Friday afternoon.  

Ambassador examines China-Taiwan relationship

by Frank Broomell
Hatchet Reporter

Ambassador James Lilley spoke about the 
relationship between China and Taiwan and the 
United States’ role in that relationship during a 
luncheon with about 100 people Friday.

A GW alumnus and the former U.S. ambas-
sador to the People’s Republic of China and the 
Republic of Korea, Lilley spoke as part of the 
Sigur Center’s conference on East Asian Security 
and Taiwan.

“Decisions are being made by businesses, 
and not by governments,” Lilley said in 1957 E 
Street’s City View Room, adding that when it 
comes to cross-strait dialogue, business manag-
ers are playing a strong role in the increase of 
trade and investment, even though their govern-
ments may disagree.

Strategically, Lilley said, the Chinese and 
the U.S. have different views on why Taiwan 

is important. China believes that if Taiwan falls 
into foreign hands it would become a launching 
point for any attack against China, Lilley said. 

On the other hand, Lilley said, the West 
believes that Taiwan is simply 
part of a flanking maneuver on 
Japan and China’s expansion 
to other islands in the Pacific.

Lilley said to “follow the 
money” concerning cross-
strait dialogue. Taiwan is now 
moving businesses into China, 
something Lilley said many 
swore they would never do 
20 years ago. U.S. investors are 
also considering banking op-
tions in the area, Lilley said.

“You aren’t going to go in 
and howl about currency ma-
nipulation,” Lilley said. “But, 
(U.S. Treasury Secretary Hen-
ry) Paulson can go in and begin to help bring 
in free markets.” This could eventually force a 
reevaluation of China’s currency, which is said 
to be undervalued.

Lilley also stressed the importance of arms 
sales to Taiwan, since calculated arms sales help 

Taiwan defend itself while not provoking China. 
Lilley criticized a $60 billion arms sale in 2001, 
because he did not believe it was calculated. It 
should have been spread out, he said.

“Arms sales reestablish 
balance and keep the peace,” 
Lilley said.

Earlier in the conference 
there was a “U.S.-Japan-China 
Strategic Interactions” session 
as well as a China-Taiwan 
Cross-Strait Relations session.

“We want to look at issues 
of East Asian security and ap-
peal to both those focused on 
Taiwan and the big picture,” 
said Shawn McHale, director 
of the Sigur Center for Asian 
Studies.

McHale said the Sigur 
Center wanted to have some 

of the best individuals in this area shed some 
light on the changing security situation in East 
Asia. 

“We want to be an academic voice on these 
issues,” McHale said. “We want to bring some 
light to these issues.” n

Jobs prospects increase

by Felicity Forsyth
Hatchet Reporter

Students graduating from GW 
this year can expect more job op-
portunities than the class of 2006, a 
report recently found.

Companies are hiring more 
college graduates because of a 
stronger economy, according to a 
survey conducted by the National 
Association of Colleges and Em-
ployers. It found that employers 
expect to hire 17.4 percent more 
new college graduates in the 2006 
to 2007 employment cycle com-
pared to last year.

“Most companies said this 
increase is occurring due to the 
economy,” said Andrea Koncz, 
career information manager for 
the association. “Many companies 
are experiencing more demand 
for service, and they are expect-
ing a lot of retirements in the near 
future.”

Koncz said the economy will 
make the job market more wel-
coming to recent college gradu-
ates. 

“Many colleges have told 
NACE that there are more stu-
dents with more than one job of-
fer, and they are able to choose 
between them. College graduates 
now have more options than they 
did before,” she said.

GW economics professor An-
thony Yezer agreed with Koncz 

that the landscape is improving.
“In terms of the business cycle, 

this is a good time to be looking for 
employment,” Yezer said. The pro-
fessor added, however, that some 
degrees will be more marketable 
than others.

Karen Kinslow, director and 
principal recruiter for college 
graduates at UMS Group, a small 
consulting firm in New Jersey, 
said she has seen the change in 
the recruiting process firsthand. 
She said her company has recently 
hired a greater number of young 
adults than in the past.

Despite the opening job mar-
ket, Kinslow said her company 
still looks for applicants who stand 
out in the application process.

“This means researching the 
company you are interviewing 
with and saying how you did this 
in this class applies to what you 
would be doing in your job,” she 
advised. “Even if it is not a direct 
match, employers know you have 
done your homework.”

James Murray, interim assis-
tant director of GW’s Career Cen-
ter, said his office has noticed the 
trend as well. He said the survey’s 
results reflect the rising national 
need for workers and the growth 
in the stock market.

Murray said college gradu-
ates are on average seeing higher 
salaries than in the past. There 
has also been an increase in em-
ployer participation with the 2005 
and 2006 career fairs receiving the 
maximum number of employers, 
he added.

“I think this is a pretty good in-
dicator, and if more employers are 

coming to campus, then students 
are going to take advantage of 
that. If there are more employers, 
then there are going to be more job 
offers,” he said.

Murray cautioned graduates 
not to feel overly confident going 
into their job search. He said there 
has been a constant fluctuation in 
the job market since 1991 and that 
good job searching is important re-
gardless of the market.

“Students shouldn’t act dif-
ferently in their job search ... A 
job-seeker in 2007 should do all 
the same things a job seeker in 
2006 did,” he said. “They may find 
more opportunities and more di-
verse offers, but graduates should 
still act the same.”

Senior Aaron Connelly said he 
hopes the improving job market 
will help his hunt for work in the 
national security field.

“I know job opportunities in 
the national security sector have 
increased,” Connelly said. “The 
state department is hiring more 
than they did in the 90s.”

Junior Elliot Gillerman said 
he has noticed the increase in de-
mand for students but is heeding 
the Career Center’s advice. He 
said he does not expect to conduct 
his job search differently because 
of the favorable job market.

“I feel that students at GW 
start off on a better foot than other 
students already, with all the in-
ternship opportunities we have 
right here in D.C.,” he said. “GW 
students have the advantage be-
cause these internships are often 
what lead to career opportunities 
after college.” n

College grads can expect 
to see more job 
opportunities this year

LUDACRIS
from p. 1

this is a problem affecting our community, especially 
the African-American community here in D.C.,” he 
said. 

According to the Centers for Disease 
Control, one in every 20 D.C. residents is infected 
with HIV, a rate ten times the national average. 

While Ludacris’ foundation works to raise money 
for a variety of charities, the tour was his first time 
working on any HIV/AIDS initiative. He said that 
he was inspired to take up the cause after traveling to 
South Africa and meeting several HIV-positive kids.

 “(The trip to South Africa) made me want to do 
as much as I could,” he said. 

 GW was Ludacris’ fourth and final appear-
ance, having appeared earlier this week at UCLA, 
Northwestern and New York University. The Sigma 
Phi Epsilon fraternity sponsored his appearances. 
GW’s chapter of the fraternity raised nearly $30,000, 
representatives said, with other Greek-letter organiza-
tions adding in another $4,000.  

Sigma Phi Epsilon senior Sean Flaherty said the 
figure raised by his chapter is the largest ever single-
event donation from any GW sorority or fraternity.

 Student reaction to Ludacris’ appearance 
was mixed.

 “I thought he was good,” said sophomore Evan 
Achiron, a member of Phi Sigma Epsilon. “It was great 
that we could bring a celebrity like Ludacris to GW for 
a good cause.”

 Junior Shannon Holmes, president of the GW 
Black Student Union, said she was not impressed with 
the information presented.

“It seemed as though (Ludacris and Broker) were 
either uninformed or misinformed,” she said. “I 
asked a question about AIDS myths versus facts, and 
they didn’t respond with any facts.  I thought they 
gave ambivalent responses to most questions.”

James Silk, a Sigma Phi Epsilon member and 
intern at YouthAIDS, defended Ludacris’ perfor-
mance. 

“He’s an entertainer, and it’s tough to draw the 
line on what you say to the public,” Silk said. “He was 
here to talk to students about sex and how they can 
protect themselves from AIDS.”

 While Ludacris has not planned any future 
appearances to spread AIDS awareness, he said that 
the past week had been a positive experience.

“I’ve learned a lot by being on this tour, and I 
know the voice I have as a celebrity,” the rapper said. 
“Kids don’t always listen to their parents, but they 
might listen to Ludacris.” n

Grier said the Elliott School 
was already looking at ways to 
revamp its curriculum and that 
changes will be made whether or 
not the four-by-four is adopted. 

“Whichever way it goes, we’re 
going to try to use that decision to 
advance the school,” he said. “We 
want you to have the skills so that 
you will be prepared when 2030 
comes around. The goal is to pro-
duce better students.” 

Administrators in the business 
and engineering schools ques-
tioned the impact the four-by-four 
would have on their programs, 

where students tend to have more 
structured curriculums than in the 
other schools. 

“Here it is a pyramid. It is 
based on a very solid foundation. 
You can’t just take out a brick from 
it,” said Marta Pardavi-Horvath, 
the associate dean for academic 
affairs in the School of Engineering 
and Applied Science.

She said the schools with more 
of a liberal arts base will have an 
easier time implementing the four-
by-four plan. 

“I think it is easiest for them. In 
the Columbian (College) students 
have much more freedom,” she 
said. 

She said the engineering school 
faculty will be determining if the 
four-by-four is possible for their 

school and what would need to be 
done to implement it. 

Mary Gowan, the business 
school associate dean for under-
graduate programs, said business 
school faculty will be working out 
cost scenarios in the next months 
before they vote on the four-by-
four.

“Because we’re the business 
school, we’ll have a lot of faculty 
who will run the models,” she 
said. 

Gowan said a common con-
cern is that implementing the four-
by-four would be a daunting task 
for the new president in his or 
her first year. In August, a new 
president will be taking over when 
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg steps 
down. n

4X4
from p. 1

Former U.S. ambassador to China 
and Korea participates in East 
Asian security conference

“Decisions are being 
made by businesses, 

and not by 
governments.”

JAMES LILLEY
FORMER U.S. AMBASSADOR 

TO CHINA AND KOREA



Aft er a loss to Providence College, GW was facing back-to-back defeats for the 
fi rst time in nearly a year. With seven seconds remaining, Carl Elliott was ...

by Andrew Alberg
Senior Staff Writer

When Red Auerbach coached the Boston Celt-
ics, opponents spoke about a mysterious aura in 
the Boston Garden, half-jokingly referring to a 
tiny leprechaun that the late GW alumnus put on 
the opponent’s rim to knock out the ball.

After he was honored by a pre-game mo-
ment of silence, Auerbach may have posthu-

mously turned his attention to helping his 
alma mater Sunday at the Verizon Center 

against Virginia Tech in the BB&T Clas-
sic.

With Virginia Tech up one point 
with 10 seconds left in the game, Hok-

ies’ senior Collins Coleman rose to 
dunk the ball and squash GW’s 

hopes of winning the game. 

The ball rimmed out and after two free throws 
with seven seconds left from senior guard Carl 
Elliott, GW emerged with a 63-62 win.

The win extends the Colonials’ BB&T win-
ning streak to four games.

Elliott did what he always seems to do: come 
up with big plays at the end of games. He calmly 
drained two free throws with 7.1 seconds left to 
give GW the lead, then held his follow-through 
all the way down the court. 

He brought his hand down in time to knock 
the ball away from a driving Virginia Tech player 
on the ensuing possession and help prevent the 
Hokies from scoring on the final inbounds play. 

“Carl has a great feel for the moment,” GW 
head coach Karl Hobbs said. “He’s got to carry 
us in the sense of leadership and do a little bit of 
everything. I thought tonight he really did that 
and he’s got to continue to do that because at the 

end of the day, the game will always come down 
to him with the ball.”

Fortunately for Hobbs and his program, El-
liott thrives with the ball in his hands late, and 
Sunday was no exception. After being fouled on 
a drive, he seemed unfazed by a timeout and an 
official’s stoppage of play.

A loss could have hurt GW’s chances of re-
ceiving an at-large bid to the NCAA tournament, 
something the team can not afford coming off a 
20-point loss at Providence College last week-
end.

“Our confidence is through the roof right 
now,” Elliott said, who had 16 points, seven re-
bounds and five assists. “We have a lot of young 
guys, so we need that.”

Hobbs said he stressed offensive rebounds  

sports
The GW Hatchet | Monday, December 4, 2006, Page 11

Right on target

After GW’s game with the Hokies, Carl 
Elliott wasn’t exactly sure in which league 
Virginia Tech plays. He also wasn’t certain 
who gave him the nickname “Big Shot 
Elliott.” But he was aware that he was in a 
slump and GW was facing the reality of a 
losing streak for the fi rst time in nearly two 
years. 

He knew 
exactly what to do 
for that.

Elliott knocked 
down two free 
throws with seven 
seconds remaining 
in the game to beat 
the Hokies and 
help GW improve 
to 5-1 on the season. Elliott is not a stranger 
to pressure, as his late game heroics have 
helped the Colonials to big wins in the past. 
He hit a half-court shot to sink Dayton in 
Ohio in 2005 and, most famously, put back 
a Noel Wilmore miss to beat Charlotte on 

by Jake Sherman
Sports Editor

In its 12th year, the BB&T Clas-
sic featured three local teams in a 
one-day event at Verizon Center, 
but players and media are voicing 
their support for the creation of a 
tournament that would crown the 
D.C.-area basketball champion.

Last season, D.C. college bas-
ketball reached a pinnacle, as GW 
owned the nation’s best regular-sea-
son record, Georgetown qualifi ed 
for the Sweet 16 and George Mason 
advanced to the Final Four. Carl 
Elliott, GW’s senior point guard, 
said he has lobbied his coaches for 
a tournament between the three 
teams and Maryland.

“I have no idea,” Elliott said, 
when asked why the tournament 
does not exist. “We ask the (coach-
es) the same question. We don’t get 
any answers.”

Jack Kvancz, GW’s director of 
athletics, said Maryland’s refusal 
to play GW after two consecutive 
losses and Georgetown’s refusal 
to play in the event has placed an 
impenetrable obstacle in the way of 
planning the championship.

George Mason head coach Jim 
Larranaga is one of the proponents 
of the event. Larranaga said he 
would strongly favor an all-area 
tournament but said teams would 
be hesitant to sign on because a 
neutral court requires teams to re-
linquish home games. 

“Because we don’t get many 
home games, I’d love to play close 
to home,” Larranaga said after his 
team’s 60-57 loss to Bucknell Sun-
day. “We wouldn’t have to travel. 
Our guys will be home tonight at 
6.”

Return of 
the big shot

Justin Evans/Hatchet photographer
A member of the GW club ice hockey team tries to keep the puck away from two George Mason defend-
ers during GW’s 13-3 victory Saturday night at the Ballston Ice Arena in Virginia.

SLAPSHOT

GW downs Seawolves, 
readies for Lady Vols 

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL ROUNDUP

NOTEBOOK

Jake Sherman – Sports Editor (jsherman@gwhatchet.com)  
Joanna Shapes – Asst. Sports Editor (jshapes@gwhatchet.com)

 ND 81, No. 23/19 UMD 74
Kyle McAlerney, ND, 18

Zach Hillesland, ND, 9
Three tied at four

GW 63 , Virginia Tech 62
Carl Elliott, GW; AD Vassallo, VT, both with 16
Regis Koundjia, GW, 11
Zabian Dowdell, VT, 6

Bucknell 60, George Mason 57
Folarin Campbell, GMU, 20
Donald Brown, Bucknell, 9
John Vaughan, GMU, 6 GA
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RICE   Philadelphia native turned the ball over three times.

Photos by Ben Solomon/photo editor

CELEBRATION   Win extends GW’s BB&T streak to four.

DIGGS   Sophomore forward had 13 points in 28 minutes.

Wanted: 
One local 
tourney

by Joanna Shapes
Assistant Sports Editor

Junior Whitney Allen had a career-high 
14 rebounds to lead the No. 20/21 GW 
(AP, ESPN/USA Today) to a 68-55 victory 
at Stony Brook (N.Y.) Saturday afternoon. 
Senior Kenan Cole and junior Sarah-Jo 
Lawrence had 13 points each, while junior 
Kimberly Beck and sophomore Jessica Adair 
each netted 12. All of Adair’s 
points came in the second 
half.

For the Seawolves (2-3), 
senior Jessica Smith had 23 
points and 12 rebounds while 
classmate Mykeema Ford 
was the only other Stony 
Brook player with double-digit scoring with 
14 points.

The victory included 17 GW (7-1) steals 
and 23 Seawolves turnovers, both season 
highs for the Colonials. In addition, Beck’s 
three assists moved her up to seventh on the 
program’s career assists list. Kathy Marshall, 
the leader, graduated with 591  assists.

The Colonials  trailed by as much as 11 
in the fi rst half but went on a 16-4 run to end 
the period 31-29.

GW coach Joe McKeown was an as-
sistant for Maura McHugh, the head coach 
of the Seawolves, from 1983-1986 at the 
University of Oklahoma. The two teams 
have only played twice in the past two 
years, with the Colonials holding the series 
edge 2-0.

The Colonials’ 6-1 ties the program’s 
third-best start, along with the 1977-78 and 
1980-81 seasons. The team has put together 
two 11-1 starts, most recently to begin the 

1994-95 season.
The Colonials now travel 

to Knoxville, Tenn., to play 
the No. 4 Lady Volunteers 
(6-1) on Dec. 7. Last year, GW 
trailed then-No.1 Tennessee 
by fi ve points at the end of the 
fi rst half at the Smith Center, 

but scored only 14 points in the second half 
to lose 59-43. The two teams then matched 
up again in the second round of the NCAA 
Tournament, where the Lady Vols were vic-
torious again, 66-53, although the Colonials 
outscored their opponent by four in the 
second half. 

Then-freshman Jessica Adair posted her 
fi rst career double-double with 13 points 
and 11 rebounds. GW is 0-7 all-time against 
the perennial powerhouse. n

See DC, p. 12 See NOTEBOOK p. 12.

Senior Carl Elliott nailed 
two free throws with 7.1 
seconds remaining to lift 
GW over Virginia Tech.

See TECH, p. 12

n Read more sports commentary on the BB&T Classic Tournament 
ONLINE @ BLOG.GWHATCHET.COM . . . . . 

Carl Elliott seemed 
unsure of a lot of 
things Sunday, but 
the point guard 
proved he could win

W. BASKETBALL     68

STONY BROOK       55 
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M

E 
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Mason has trouble draw-
ing desirable opponents to 
the 9,523-seat Patriot Center, 
so the tournament gives his 
squad a chance to play in the 
D.C. area, Larranaga said.

An intra-city champion-
ship is not unheard of in col-
lege basketball. The Big 5 in 
Philadelphia, a yearlong event, 
consists of Saint Joseph’s, the 
University of Pennsylvania, 
Villanova, Temple and La Sal-
le. The team with the best re-
cord is the de-facto city cham-
pion.

In Washington, the city 
lines are slightly blurrier. 
While Georgetown and GW 
both play in the District, 
Maryland and George Mason 
are outside of the city. Virginia 
Tech’s fans, located 270 miles 
from Washington, are consid-
ered part of the D.C. sports 
community, Washington Post 
writer Dan Steinberg said.

Steinberg, who writes a 
D.C. sports blog, will begin to 
publish a 10-team local college 
basketball poll on washing-
tonpost.com. Approximately 
40 fans and 35 local college 
basketball writers are invited 

to submit their top teams, 
Steinberg said. 

Despite his support for the 
tournament, Larranaga isn’t 
holding his breath.

He said, “In all honesty, no, 
I don’t think it will happen.”n
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after Providence grabbed 26 of them 
Nov. 26. 

“Every day, every second, every 
minute,” Hobbs said of his empha-
sis on rebounding during practice 
last week. Virginia Tech only had 
six offensive boards even though 
GW was forced to play a small line-
up at times due to foul trouble in the 
frontcourt. 

GW had four players in double 
figures, including Regis Koundjia 
(10 points), who also had 11 re-
bounds. Koundjia was effective off 
the dribble in the first half by using 
his size and speed to get good looks. 
He seemed to toe the line between 
aggressive and reckless, but when 
shots are falling his body-sacrificing 
style comes off as selfless, not self-
ish.

“Regis was tremendous,” 
Hobbs said. “We need him to do so 
many things – I just hope he doesn’t 
wear down by the end of the sea-
son.”

If Koundjia does make it to 
the end of the season in one piece, 
the team may point to this game in 
early December, when it caught all 
the right breaks at the right time, as 
a turning point. Then, they might 
thank the program’s late patriarch 
for calling in another favor.n

senior day last season.
This time, Elliott was able to 

propel GW to victory amidst a 
personal slump. In the last three 
games, he has been offensively 
anemic after scoring more than 
25 points in both of the first two 
games. Staying focused and 
positive when his play has been 
down has been difficult, Elliott 
said.

“You have those games 
where you’re not in the game. 
You have a little stretch where 
you’re not having a good few 
games. You can’t let it get you 
down; you have to bounce back. 
Every day in practice the coaches 
are talking to me, telling me to 
stay focused.”

The Brooklyn, N.Y., native 
got his feel back and went 4-for-9 
from the floor for a game-high 
16 points but getting to the point 
where he could feel comfortable 
shooting again was a challenge.

“It’s pretty tough because 
you’re worrying about missing 
and you’re worrying about being 
too aggressive and getting fouls,” 
Elliott said. 

Elliott was able to step out of 
the traditional role of the point 
guard and helped fill the void of 
an underperforming frontcourt. 
He was second on the team in 
rebounding, pulling down seven, 
including one off the offensive 
board. 
Moore dresses

Sophomore Cheyenne 
Moore, who has been sidelined 
all season with a fractured left 
tibia, dressed Sunday but did 
not play. The Clemson transfer 
practiced lightly this week, Karl 

Hobbs said, but is not expected to 
play Tuesday against Maryland 
Eastern Shore.

Elliott said Moore plays a 
lot like former GW swingman 
Danilo (J.R.) Pinnock.

“He’s going to bring that 
aggressiveness that we already 
have, he’s going to add onto it,” 
Elliott said. “He’s going to bring 
more scoring. He’s going to be 
a good addition when he gets 
healthy.” 
Frontcourt steps up, Dokun 
stays down

GW’s much-maligned 
frontcourt was able to regain 
some semblance of consistency 
Sunday afternoon. Sophomore 
Rob Diggs went 5-for-6 from the 
floor for 13 points after failing 
to score against Providence 
Nov. 26. Diggs pulled down 
four rebounds but also turned 
the ball over  as much. Senior 
Regis Koundjia got 11 rebounds, 

including eight on the offensive 
boards, in addition to his 10 
points.

Senior Dokun Akingbade 
played 11 minutes after collect-
ing two fouls in the first three 
minutes of the game. Akingbade, 
GW’s only center, had two points, 
two rebounds and a turnover. 

Hobbs said Akingbade’s 
quick fouls were discomfiting.

“It worried me because 
(Akingbade) had two, Robert 
Diggs also had a quick two,” 
Hobbs said. “You’re sitting there 
at halftime and both those guys 
have early fouls.”
Celebs turn out for Colonials

GW alumnus and Wash-
ington Nationals pitcher Mike 
O’Connor and Washington Wiz-
ards guard Caron Butler watched 
the Colonials beat Virginia Tech. 
Butler played for Hobbs when he 
was an assistant at the University 
of Connecticut. n

Elliott, Diggs lead GW in win over Tech

DC
from p. 11

TECH
from p. 11

NOTEBOOK
from p. 11

Left: Regis 
Koundjia 
elevates for a 
layup.

Below: Junior 
M a u r e e c e 
Rice shoots 
from beyond 
the three-
point arc 
as Hokies’ 
coach Seth 
G r e e n b e r g 
reacts.

photos by Ben 
Solomon/photo 
editor

Virginia Tech’s Deron Washington dives for a  loose ball over senior Regis Koundjia. 
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160 - ORGANIZATIONS

Free Student Ads!
Thatís right, registered GW student organizations 
can advertise almost anything for free, right here!
Call (202)994-7079 for details or visit our town-
house at 2140 G St. (across from the GW Deli) to 

place your ad today!

245 - RENT DC

BE SMART, STOP RENTING! For 
what you pay to rent you could buy. 
RobertLeary.com 202-669-8493 

NEW 2BD/2BA CONDO - U STREET For 
rent, 2120 Vermont Ave. NW. 2 blcks from 
U Street Metro. Granite kitchen counters, 
w/d, stainless steel app., wood fl oors, on-
site fi tness rm, 1 garage parking space. 
$2500/mnth. For more info: http://www.
sunsoup.com/condo 202-352-0650 

255 - SALE DC

FIND OUT WHAT’S FOR SALE Con-
tact Robert Leary 202.669.8493 
Robert@robertleary.com 

1250 Fourth Street SW, Carrollsburg. 
One bedroom, 1 1/2 bath, indoor parking 
space included. Fifteen minute drive to 
GWU. Next to Metro. Perfect for a profes-
sor or student. Must sacrifi ce $259k. Ken 
202-667-0871(h) or 703-699-7171(w). 

270 - SUBLETS OFFERED

315 - ELECTRONICS

SONY PLAYSTATION 3 (60 GB) PREMIUM 
PACKAGE with the extra wireless controller and 
game also comes with the DVD movie “Talladega 
Nights.” Call 703-820-7747.

460 - TRAVEL

TRAVEL WITH STS to this year’s top 10 
Spring Break destinations! Best deals 
guaranteed! Highest rep commissions. 
Visit www.ststravel.com or call 1-800-
648-4849. Great group discounts! 

SPRING BREAK IN LONDON 2007 
The best Spring Break ever! $599 pp, and 
includes bed and breakfast, free drinks 
night, an amazing daylong sightseeing 
tour and river cruise, a weekly transport 
travelcard, a London guidebook, an op-
tional Da Vince Code tour and pub crawl 
and lots more! 1 800 599 8635;
sales@springbreaklondon.com; www.
springbreaklondon.com. 800-599-8635 x
ID 2497289

499 - GENERAL

SKYDIVE! One Day First Jumps! Student 
Discounts.
Gift Certifi cates! www.skydiveorange.com 
877-348-3759 

505 - ADOPTIONS

ADOPTION Loving, childless couple 
wishing to adopt an infant. Able to pay 
legal & medical expenses. Call Karen & 
Mitch DAY OR NIGHT: 1-800-597-6914 or 
email: karenandmitch@cox.net 

515 - GENERAL

EARN $800-$3200 a month to drive 
brand new cars with ads placed on them. 
www. AdDriveTeam.com. 

610 - CHILD CARE

SITTERS WANTED. $10+/HOUR Regis-
ter FREE for jobs at: student-sitters.com. 

615 - FULL TIME

LOAN OFFICERS WANTED We’re a 
nationwide mortgage broker seeking to 
expand in the DC area. Weíre looking 
for loan offi cers and fi nancial agents. No 
experience required. We provide training. 
Part-time or full-time. Flexible schedule. 
Excellent income potential. Serious can-
didates only. Please send resume to gel.
recruiting@gmail.com. 703-798-9522 

620 - INTERNSHIPS, PAID

INTERNSHIP/PAID. WANTED: Aggres-
sive, outgoing go-getter to work with 
fi nancial adviser at UBS Financial Ser-
vices. Call Bill Flanigan, vice-president, 
301-718-5036. 

MORGAN STANLEY Looking for an ag-
gressive, outgoing, go-getter to work with 
Sr. Vp. @ Morgan Stanley. Contact Eric 
Dennett 202-862-9056. 

K STREET LOBBYING FIRM seeks spring 
intern(s). 15-20hrs/week. Send resume/
coverletter to alexcox@chgassociates.
com 202-969-2090 

655 - ON CAMPUS

SPECIAL PROJECTS DESIGNER
The GW Hatchet is looking for a design manager to 
create all of our marketing materials, advertising and 

supplemental publications.
Looking to fl ex some creative muscle? This position 
is a great portfolio builder and will include numer-
ous ad design opportunities, the chance to design 
the Hatchetís annual media kit (www.gwhatchet.

com/ads) and our summer entertainment magazine, 
The GW Insider (www.gwinsider.com). If you want 
a career in design, start building your professional 
portfolio today! Approximately 12-15 hours per 

week, summer availability required. 
Contact Nicole Cairns at (202) 994-7080 or 

ncairns@gwhatchet.com.

655 - ON CAMPUS

WEB POSITIONS AVAIL-
ABLE

The GW Hatchet
The Hatchet is looking to fi ll positions on 
its web staff.
Editorial: Looking for someone to begin 
training to become the Hatchetís webmas-
ter next semester. This position is respon-
sible for the overall style and functioning 
of the Hatchetís main website as well as 
other sites currently in development and 
internal staff web-based programs. Con-
tact Greg Gross at ggross@gwhatchet.
com for details.

665 - PART TIME

!BARTENDING! UP TO $300/DAY No 
experience necessary. Training provided. 
800-965-6520x171. 

 

HOSTS WANTED! CHEF GEOFF’S is 
looking for folks who are passionate about 
hospitality and have extensive availability, 
dedication, and a big smile. Good pay, 
fl exible hours. Please EMAIL the location 
you wish to work: 
CG on New Mexico Ave: 
jobsnm@chefgeoff.com 
CG Downtown: jobsdt@chefgeoff.com 
Lia’s in Chevy Chase: jobs@liasrestaurant.
com 

FUN, INTELLIGENT IMPRINTED Sports-
wear store in Georgetown Park seeking 
fun, intelligent sales associates. Friendly 
outgoing self-started preferred. Perfor-
mance is rewarded- hourly & commission 
(202) 965-3650 

Dylan Brogan, Classified Manager
Phone: (202) 994-7079
Fax: (202) 994-1309
Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web: gwhatchet.com/classifieds
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We accept American Express, 
Discover, MasterCard, and VISA cards, as well as 

cash & checks through the office.CLASSIFIEDS

ACROSS
1 & 9 Informally,

what ℵ0 is, in
mathematics

15 Old salts
16 “Willow Song”

source
17 Rivals of the

Buckeyes
18 Knights, by

nature
19 “Modern

Gallantry”
essayist

20 Prefix with gram
22 Turn in a game
23 Yarborough of

Nascar
24 Shy
25 On ___

(equipotent)
26 Antigen

identifier
28 Sp. name

preceder

29 Fourth número
primo

30 Set
32 Like ℵ in the

central black
squares of this
puzzle’s grid

34 Truncation
indication: Abbr.

36 Certain jazz
soloist

37 Face to face
42 Gerrymander,

say
47 They’re

expected
48 By
50 Devil
51 On
52 Canal banks
54 Check inside?:

Abbr.
55 Gush
56 Ballade ender
57 Lord’s body:

Abbr.

58 Cyberhandle
60 Performers
62 Fought
63 Revolt
64 & 65 What ℵ

begins, in
linguistics

DOWN
1 Web site

frequenters?
2 Neither here nor

there
3 Not so stout
4 Like the

Merkava battle
tank

5 Basket material
6 Apples for the

teacher, maybe
7 Positions
8 Trammel
9 Superbly

pitched
10 ___ War in

Colorado, 1879
11 Swimmer with

three
appendages

12 Hit a Texas
leaguer

13 Buoy
14 Shade similar to

cherry wine
21 Some British

lines
27 Bad looks
29 Private

instruction?
31 Parts of some

grids: Abbr.

33 Cordial
surroundings?

35 Group of 13

37 Hurried

38 A love of kitsch,
e.g.

39 Certain
Bartlett’s listing

40 Montezuma, for
one

41 Bliss
43 Bathysphere’s

place
44 Put off paying,

perhaps
45 Grow together
46 Strongly built

49 Unlikely to
preach

52 Moisten

53 Show sudden
interest

59 Elvis Presley’s
“___ Lost You”

61 Girl chaser?

Puzzle by Matthew Lees

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.20 a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($34.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.
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A G R E E D B R O N Z E D
N E T T Y G O A W O L
G N U S V A R I E T Y A C T
E T O G A R A N D B R E W
D I S P A R A T E J E T L I
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ACROSS

1 Suit protector?
16 2003 Pancho

Villa portrayer
17 Some European

political leaders
18 Book of the

Book of Mormon
19 Powers that be
20 Spread stick
21 French shaker

contents
22 Large number
24 Exerciser’s

target
26 Word repeated

in “The
Whiffenpoof
Song”

27 Something that
might roll over,
briefly

28 J.F.K.’s U.N.
ambassador

31 Statement
subsequently
belied

37 Locale of more
than 50
volcanoes

38 Classic piano
tune first
recorded in
1921

39 The “gods” in
“Chariots of the
Gods?,” in brief

40 Lover of Orion
41 Places where

organs may be
seen: Abbr.

42 Radio station
expense

43 Charge of
Moses

45 Letter getters:
Abbr.

48 Goldfish in
“Pinocchio”

51 Claret
alternative,
briefly

52 It’s drawn for
the dirty

53 Isn’t pleasant to
remember

58 Illegally
59 Time in Times

Square

DOWN
1 Exhausts, say
2 “___ hand …”
3 Blake on

“M*A*S*H,” e.g.
4 Two, in Brazil
5 Bambi’s aunt
6 Nonexistent
7 Conductors’

places
8 Evening, in

Emden
9 Natural butters

10 “Is that ___?”
11 Agcy. founded

to help fight
malaria

12 Lengthy meals?
13 Orsk is on it
14 Poet who wrote

the novel “The
Fathers”

15 Brand with a
tiger mascot

22 Like some
onions

23 Ones associated
with wheels and
deals

24 Where you may
see a bust

25 Crybabies
26 Spell
27 Start of a 20

Questions
question

28 1948 Chemistry
Nobelist Tiselius

29 Swirl
30 Deflation

indicator
31 Deceptive play

32 Hopped off
33 Team with a

bridge in its
logo

34 Its flag has a
big white circle
in the middle

35 Novelist Packer
36 Kentucky ___,

annual
Louisville race

42 Really fancy
43 Is in harmony
44 Pass
45 Kind of salad
46 Lustrous fur
47 Dig discovery:

Var.
48 Lead
49 River through

Yakutsk

50 St. Louis bridge
designer

51 Paula of CNN
52 Company
54 Long intro?
55 Symphony

score abbr.
56 Beyond medical

help, for short
57 Beer holder

Puzzle by Ed Early

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.20 a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($34.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.
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L I M E I R E N E S N E T
E N Y A S E A A P A T
M A R M O S E T S R O A M S
O W N R U S E S I N G O T
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Create and solve your
Sudoku puzzles for FREE.
Play Super Sudoku and win prizes at:

prizesudoku.com
The Sudoku Source of “The GW Hatchet”.
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To Play: Complete the grid so that every row, column 
and every 3X3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. There is 
no guessing or math involved, just use logic to solve.

Apts, Sublets & Rooms

www.TheSublet.com
BROWSE & LIST FREE!

All Cities & Areas! 201-265-7900

Princeton 
Review 
Students 
Get In.

GRE
GMAT
LSAT
MCAT

• Private Tutoring
• Small Group

Tutoring
• Classroom
• Online

Test names are the trademarks of their respective owners, who
are not affiliated with The Princeton Review. The Princeton Review
and The Princeton Review logo are trademarks of The Princeton
Review, Inc., which is not affiliated with Princeton University.

800-2Review
PrincetonReview.com

 CLYDE’s Restaurant Group
Hosts, Servers, Valet (at 1789 Res-
taurant only), PT and FT. Great pay, 
busy restaurants, cool jobs, fl exible 
hours. Old Ebbitt Grill, 675 15th St 
NW Clyde’s of Georgetown, 3236 
M St NW Clyde’s of Chevy Chase, 
5441 Wisconsin Ave. Clyde’s of Gal-
lery Place 707 7th St NW The Tombs 
& 1789 Restaurant, 1226 36th St NW 
by GU.  Apply online or in person. 
employment@clydes.com. E. O. E.

There are Mulitple Ways to Place Your Classifi eds Ad

Online: www.gwhatchet.com/classifi eds
Email: classifi eds@gwhatchet.com

Fax: (202)994-1309
In Person: 2140 G ST NW

www.gwhatchet.com/classifi edswww.gwhatchet.com/classifi edswww.gwhatchet.com/classi-
fi edswww.gwhatchet.com/classifi edswww.gwhatchet.com/classifi edswww.gwhatchet.com/clas-
sifi edswww.gwhatchet.com/classifi edswww.gwhatchet.com/classifi edswww.gwhatchet.com/



 

the addiction can only take 
one year.”

“When I first used meth 
in 1988, I had never heard of 
it,” said Vicki West Sickels, 
research counselor for Iowa 
Health Systems, who used 
the drug for more than 
10 years before breaking 
her addiction. “Rapidly, it 
became the only thing I did. 
It took over my life.”

Volkow said that the drug 
increases paranoia and sus-
picion among users. Many 
meth users take the drug for 
weight loss, to gain more 
energy and sexual arousal.

“This increased sexual 
arousal leads to risky behav-
ior,” Volkow said. “(Sexual 
arousal) has meth play a very 
important role of dissemina-
tion of HIV and AIDS.”

Volkow said that the drug 
increases paranoia and sus-
picion among users. Many 
meth users take the drug for 

weight loss, to gain more 
energy and sexual arousal.

“This increased sexual 
arousal leads to risky behav-
ior,” Volkow said. “(Sexual 
arousal) has meth play a very 
important role of dissemina-
tion of HIV and AIDS.”

During the 1970s and 
80s, meth use was generally 
restricted to the American 
West and Southwest. Most of 
the meth made at that time 
was made by organizations 
using industrial chemicals, 
said Joseph Rannazzisi, dep-
uty assistant director of the 
Office of Diversion Control 
in the Drug Enforcement 
Agency.

“In the 90s, the methods 
changed,” Rannazzisi said. 
“You didn’t need glassware 
and special chemicals any-
more. You could just go to 
the store.”

In 2005, there were an 
estimated 512,000 meth 
users, according to U.S. 
government data. Most 
users are white or Native 
American young adults 
and are found throughout 

the U.S. especially in rural 
areas. However, meth is also 
being used by other races 
and in large cities, even 
Washington, D.C., according 
H. Westley Clark, director 
of the Center for Substance 
Abuse Treatment in the U.S. 
Department of Health and 

Human Services.
During the audience 

question-and-answer part of 
discussion, Christina Catlett, 
executive director of the cen-
ter for emergency prepared-
ness and an attending phy-
sician at the GW Hospital 
emergency department, said 

that she did not receive spe-
cific training for spotting 
meth use in her patients.

“I think we are not rec-
ognizing it here at GW,” 
Cartlett said after the dis-
cussion. “It is going to hit us 
full force in a few years.”

During the discussion, 
Sickels said that is para-
mount that young people 
know the dangers of not 
only meth, but the dangers 
of other stimulants that are 
gateways to meth.

“When I first used meth 
in 1988, I had never heard of 
it,” said Vicki West Sickels, 
research counselor for Iowa 
Health Systems, who used the 
drug for more than 10 years 
before breaking her addic-
tion. “Rapidly, it became the 
only thing I did. It took over 
my life.” Sickels began using 
drugs like cocaine in college, 
which she said led her to 
meth. 

Gonzales’ visit marks the 
second time this fall he has 
made an apperance on cam-
pus. Last month he visited a 
Law School class. n

Ben Solomon/photo editor
U.S. Attorney General Alberto Gonzales listens at a panel dis-
cussion about the dangers of methaphetamines on Thursday.ces 
talk about the effects of methamphetamines in the Jack Morton 

“We already have the existing ca-
pacity to store syllabi online ... It is 
about converting how we do it.”

Woodard added that the Uni-
versity could follow the model for 
online syllabi created by the Gradu-
ate School of Political Management, 
which posts syllabi to all of its 
courses on its Web site.

“Each department has its own 
Web site, why not post syllabi on 
their Web sites?” Woodard said. “It 
is not hard.”

Professors have indicated that 
making syllabi that are accurate and 
current online would be difficult 
since courses are constantly chang-
ing and evolving.

“It is not feasible to expect even 
a rough draft syllabus for a course 
at the time of registration for (the 
following) semester,” said Stephen 
Forssell, a psychology visiting assis-
tant professor. “It’s like asking Dave 
Matthews to e-mail you his set list 
for the concert you will be attend-
ing before tour rehearsals begin. It 
doesn’t work that way.”

Woodard said that making sure 
that syllabi are 100 percent up-to-
date is the “least of his worries.”

“Students should know this is a 
sample,” Woodard said. “No way is 
this the exact syllabus for the class. 
Our biggest obstacle will be to work 
through Blackboard or the depart-
ment Web sites to get the syllabi 
online.”

During his SA presidency two 
years ago, Woodard made syllabi 
availability one of his main goals 
and made syllabi available through 
the SA office.

“We had an amazing response 
from departments,” Woodard said. 
“It was a great success.”

Administrators and members 
of the SA will begin meeting at the 
beginning of the spring 2007 semes-
ter to discuss the SA’s resolution. n

“Education is an avenue for being 
able to address problems people 
have,” he said.

Rather than succumb to the 
discrimination he faced during his 
education at GW, Gray worked to 
transcend his social role. 

A particularly groundbreak-
ing achievement was the bid he 
received from the predominantly 
Jewish fraternity Tau Epsilon Phi. 
Recently deceased Red Auerbach, 
Hall of Fame Boston Celtics coach 
and GW alumnus, was also a mem-
ber of the same fraternity.

Gray was the first-ever black 
member of any fraternity at GW. 
He served as chancellor of the fra-
ternity for two consecutive terms 
during his senior undergraduate 
year and his first year of graduate 
school at GW.

“Fraternities are social experi-
ences, but for me this was a civil 
rights experience,” Gray said.

Mark Plotkin, a political com-
mentator for WTOP radio, was 
a fellow undergraduate during 
Gray’s studies. Plotkin described 
Gray as a “big man on campus.”

“He transcended a lot of psy-
chological hurdles,” Plotkin said. “I 
remember being only 17 years old 
and thinking ‘God, this guy must 
be extraordinary.’”

Public service was Gray’s pri-
mary career track. After finishing 
his work in the clinical psychology 
graduate program in 1964, Gray 
began working at the Association 
for Retarded Citizens. He said his 
mentor, late GW psychology pro-
fessor Eva Johnson, persuaded him 
to take the job.

He then moved to the 
Department of Human Services and 
in 1994 co-founded the Covenant 
House, a non-profit, youth-services 
organization.

“I’ve always enjoyed trying to 
help people get to a different place 
in their life,” Gray said.

In 2004 Gray ran for the Ward 
7 City Council seat and beat incum-
bent Councilman Kevin Chavis. 
Gray said his motive for running 
was having “the chance to effect 
change from being part of the gov-
ernment.”

Gray said the endeavor of serv-
ing as City Council chairman is 
a “daunting experience” ahead of 
him. He hopes his successes in life 
– much of which he attributes to his 
alma mater – can serve as an exam-
ple for overcoming social adversity.

“As I look back on GW,” Gray 
said, “it was a very trying time 
but also one of the best experi-
ences because I had to adapt to 
reality.” n
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Remember a necklace
for Charlene.

Don’t forget a scarf
for Bob K.

Rashida Jolley: Harpist David Rybinski: Jazz
11:30 am – 1:30 pm 11:30 am – 1:30 pm John B loves to read...

How about a What about a new book?
Georgie would love a sweater for JoAnn? Would Herb like
restaurant gift certificate a new pair of gloves?

Jerry Roman: Pianist David Rybinski: Jazz
12:00 pm – 2:00 pm 11:30 am – 1:30 pm

Gift Wrapper: Don’t forget a magazine
Flowers for Kit is 11:30 am – 1:30 pm subscription for Deana.
a great idea. Passing Notes: Choral

5:00 pm – 6:00 pm

Rashida Jolley: Harpist Jerry Roman: Pianist
Pick up a 11:30 am – 1:30 pm 11:30 am – 1:30 pm
dvd for Dennis Gift Wrapper: Gift Wrapper: Pick up some fresh 

11:30 am – 1:30 pm Darryl would love a 11:30 am – 1:30 pm pastries for the holiday
new watch Passing Notes: Choral celebrations!

5:00 pm – 6:00 pm

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

Drop by the Shops at 2000 Penn …

Au Bon Pain 

Bertucci’s 

The Burro 

Chateau Florist 

Chevy Chase ATM 

Cone-E-Island

Expressions

Jewelers’ Werk Galerie 

Kiko’s Shoe Shine 

Kinkead’s 

La Prima 

Metropolitan Optical 

One Stop News 

Tower Records/Video 

The UPS Store

Vaccaro’s Italian Pastry 

Watch & Band Clinic 

Williams The Tailor

… For Holiday Cheer And More.

www.2000Penn.com

METH
from p. 1

GRAY’S
from p. 1

SYLLABI
from p. 3

News

Alumnus Vincent Gray was 
elected to the Ward 7 council spot. 


