
by Elise Kigner and 
Lizzie Wozobski
Senior Staff Writers

Administrators and faculty said they are 
happy to have a leader with a rich academic 
background ready to take the reins as GW’s 
16th president.

Johns Hopkins University Provost 
and Senior Vice President for Academic 
Affairs Steven Knapp was selected by 

GW’s Presidential Search Committee and 
confirmed by the Board of Trustees as the 
successor of Stephen Joel Trachtenberg, 
who will step down as top University 
administrator in July after nearly two 
decades at the post. 

Academic leaders and faculty across the 
University expressed strong support for the 
pick. 

“Whoever is president will have to put 
a significant effort into fundraising that is 
targeted towards academic programs at 
GW,” said Donald Lehman, the executive vice 
president for Academic Affairs.

“I think Steve Knapp is the perfect person to 
build on (Trachtenberg’s accomplishments) to 
bring us to the top tier of research universities,” 

he said.
Knapp served as an English professor 

for 16 years at the University of California at 
Berkeley before joining the administration at 
Johns Hopkins. He has penned two books and 
numerous articles and is considered an expert 
in 18th and 19th century English literature and 
literary theory. 

Officials from the Columbian College 
of Arts and Sciences, a school that offers 40 
undergraduate departmental majors and is 
in the midst of its own search for a new dean, 
said they too are happy to see a scholar being 
tapped as GW’s next leader. 

“Of course we are pleased that he has 

by David Ceasar
Senior News Editor

GW’s Board of Trustees unanimously confirmed 
Steven Knapp, a senior administrator at Johns 
Hopkins University, as the successor to University 
President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg. 

The trustees – who comprise the highest-
governing body at GW – held a conference call 
Friday to approve the top choice of the Presidential 
Search Committee, Trachtenberg said Monday 
afternoon. Knapp, a senior vice president of 
Academic Affairs and provost of Johns Hopkins, 
will be GW’s 16th president.

Knapp came to Foggy Bottom Monday to 
officially accept his appointment in the Jack Morton 
Auditorium. He said he is a good match for the 
University because of “experiences, interests and 
desires” common between him and GW.

“I can’t tell you what an honor it is and what 
a privilege to follow as the 16th president of The 
George Washington University ...” Knapp said 
Tuesday afternoon during a press conference. “I 
cannot imagine a more exciting place to come 
today to be a student, I cannot imagine a more 
exciting place to come to be a faculty member, and 
I relish the opportunity to participate in taking that 
achievement to its next level of greatness.”

GW’s next president served in his current 
position as the chief academic official at Johns 
Hopkins for the past 10 years. He was previously 
the dean of the School of Arts and Sciences for two 
years, arriving in Baltimore in 1994.

Knapp joined Johns Hopkins after 16 years on 
the faculty of the University of California at Berkeley. 
He was a leader in the English department – serving 
as acting chair at one point – and specialized in 
literary analysis and British Romantic literature of 
the 18th and 19th centuries. Knapp received his B.A. 
from Yale University in 1973 and earned an M.A. 
and Ph.D. from Cornell University.

He lives on a farm in Sparks, Md., and 
commutes about a half-hour south to work. The 
55-year-old is married to Diane Knapp and has 
two children – son Jesse, 23, and daughter Sarah, 
21. The academic and self-proclaimed animal-
lover’s extracurricular activities include caring for 
his 15 sheep – one of which won a prize fleece in 
this year’s Maryland State Fair – and trying to get 
his Australian shepherd, Peppy, to herd the sheep, 
which he does “not as much as we like.”

Top goals of GW’s 16th president include 
elevating the academic stature of the University, 
increasing its fundraising, improving connections 
with alumni and fostering better relations between 
the University and the community. Knapp said he 
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Knapp named next president 
Trustees unanimously confirm Johns Hopkins provost 

Ben Solomon/photo editor
President-elect Steven Knapp, provost and senior vice president at Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity, speaks to faculty, students and administrators during a press conference Tues-
day afternoon in the Jack Morton Auditorium.  Knapp will be GW’s 16th president.

Steven 
Knapp to be 
16th pres. by Brandon Butler

Senior News Editor

They may have the same first 
name, but differences seem to 
outweigh the similarities between 
GW’s outgoing and incoming 
leaders. 

Steven Knapp, selected last 
week to be the 16th president of 
GW, and University President 
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg, 
certainly have some parallels in 
their higher education careers 
and backgrounds. But striking 
differences also characterize these 
two leaders. 

Some similarities: both 
Trachtenberg and Knapp grew 
up in the same Tri-state region 
of New York and New Jersey, 
respectively. Both are Yale 
educated – Trachtenberg received 
his law degree there and Knapp 
his bachelor’s. Both are described 
by those close to them as natural 
leaders and strong lovers of 
education. 

But the specifics of their 
higher education experience and 
leadership styles are strikingly 
different. 

Vice Chair of the Presidential 
Search Committee Nelson 
Carbonell, a University Trustee, 

said this is no mistake. 
“You can’t replace a Steve 

Trachtenberg, so that’s not what 
we set out to do,” Carbonell said. 

And no replacement was 
found. Knapp will bring his own 
leadership style, experiences and 
vision for the future of GW when 
he assumes the presidency Aug. 
1. When he does, it will be very 
different from what GW has 
grown accustomed to during 18 
years under Trachtenberg. 

Defining a career 
Knapp is a former professor 

and the No. 2 official at Johns 
Hopkins University, a world-
renowned research institution 
specializing in sciences. 
Trachtenberg, upon coming to 
GW, was a former president of a 
liberal arts school in Connecticut.

Trachtenberg’s legacy at 
GW will be defined in part by 
the University’s construction 
of close to a dozen state-of-the-
art academic and residential 
buildings and establishing 
a 20-year plan for campus 
development. He is credited with 
transforming a former commuter 
school and, in essence, putting 

A tale of 
two Steves

Ben Solomon/photo editor
President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg speaks with President-elect 
Steven Knapp during a reception in the Marvin Center Tuesday 
afternoon following Knapp’s press conference.

Knapp receives warm welcome 

by Eric Roper
Senior Staff Writer

The Presidential Search Committee’s 
announcement Tuesday afternoon marked the 
end of a half-year search process that had been 
kept largely secret from the public until almost 
its last moments. 

Though committee members said last 
spring the search would be “transparent,” 
the state of the process this fall was largely 
unknown until the surprise announcement 
Tuesday. Now that Steven Knapp has 

been confirmed as GW’s 16th president, 
administrators and search committee members 
said they are freer to explain the guarded 
nature of the selection process. 

“The caliber of finalists we had insisted on 
confidentiality,” said Media Relations Director 
Tracy Schario. “It was paramount, and it 
was something that we had promised those 
individuals.”

Schario said releasing names during the 
process could have damaged the careers of the 
applicants, many of whom had not informed 
their employers or colleagues of their interest 
in coming to GW.

Nelson Carbonell, a trustee and member 
of the search committee, said an assurance of 
confidentiality helped the committee draw 
in better candidates. “You can have an open 
process and you will get candidates. You just 

won’t get the ones you wanted.”
Carbonell said the applicant pool included 

several current university presidents and 
provosts at a host of prominent schools. 

“Imagine a president who’s looking for a 
(new) job and trying to negotiate something 
touchy with the faculty,” Carbonell said. 

The search committee had originally 
reported that they would release the names of 
three finalists by January 2007. Several factors 
arose that caused the committee to expedite 
the process.

Carbonell said that after the first round 
of interviews, it became clear that almost 
everyone on the committee thought highly 
of Knapp. As the search continued, it became 
certain that the Johns Hopkins provost was the 

Mum’s the word in selection

by Lizzie Wozobski
Campus News Editor

The University announced 
Wednesday at about 5 p.m. that 
it would abandon the appeals 
process and begin the bargain-
ing process with the part-time 
faculty union.

The news comes less than 
a week after the D.C. U.S. 
Court of Appeals denied the 
University’s appeal and left the 
administration with two op-
tions: bargain with the union 
or petition for another appel-
late hearing within 45 days. 
Appeal could have been made 
to the full Court of Appeals 
or the U.S. Supreme Court. A 
three-judge panel voted unani-
mously to strike down the Uni-
versity’s appeal last month. 

“We have concluded that 
the University community, in-
cluding our faculty, staff and, 
most importantly, our students, 
would not be well served by 
further appeals,” said Tracy 
Schario, director of Media Re-
lations in a statement.  

“Therefore, the University 
will not be requesting further 
court action in this case,” she 
said.

This decision brings an end 
to an almost two-year battle 
between the administration 
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Name: Steven Knapp

Title: GW president-elect

Current role: 
Provost and Senior Vice 
President for Academic 
Affairs at The Johns 
Hopkins University, 
Baltimore

Previous positions: 
Dean of School of Arts 
and Sciences at Johns 
Hopkins for two years; 
English literature 
professor, specializing 
in 18th and 19th cen-
tury works and literary 
theory, at University of 
California-Berkeley for 
16 years – at one point 
serving as acting chair 
of the department

Education: B.A., Yale 
University (1973); M.A., 
Cornell University 
(1977); Ph.D., Cornell 
University (1981)

Date of birth: June 17, 
1951

Hometown: Washington 
Township, N.J.

Family: Wife Diane; 
son Jesse, 23; daughter 
Sarah, 21
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