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Status
2 updates this week

MPD arrests
student for
box of drugs

Administrators, coaches keep
tabs on studentsʼ online activity
Updated Yesterday

This regular
monitoring of
students
by
GW
employees extends far
beyond sporting
fields.
As more students choose
to upload
their personal lives
to sites such as Facebook, administrators are
becoming increasingly aware of the importance
of monitoring and censoring online material.
Officials have registered as users for Facebook
in growing numbers over the past year, with
many using the site explicitly for investigative
purposes.
The heads of several major GW departments said the site is a helpful resource for
spotting inappropriate activity and, in some
cases, having it removed.
As the reach of Facebook grows beyond
the college student community, so do the confacebook

GW Studentʼs Proﬁle

GWU

Mini-Feed

Information

by Eric Roper
Senior Staff Writer

Freshman Sriram Prakash was arrested outside
the GW Package Services Center Thursday afternoon
for picking up a box containing four bags of marijuana, according to a Metropolitan Police Department
report.
MPD arrested Prakash on charges of possession
with intent to distribute marijuana and transported
him to the Second District headquarters for processing, the police report stated.
The report provided the following account:
A canine officer inside a DHL shipping facility in
Rockville, Md., alerted its handler to the package
Prakash picked up on campus. Local law enforcement officers obtained a search warrant and opened
the package, which contained four bags of marijuana.
The Maryland officers contacted the University Police
Department, which in turn contacted MPD to arrest

GW golf coach Scott Allen isn’t just worrying about his players’ golf strokes anymore;
he’s worrying about their keystrokes as well.
One of his players was drinking over the
summer and posted photos of it onto the social
networking site Facebook. Allen, who has kept
tabs on his student-athletes online, asked the
golfer to get rid of the pictures last semester.
“Whether it’s on the Internet or whether
it’s in person, there’s a (proper) way for athletes
to represent themselves,” Allen said. “With
Facebook or MySpace – that’s just another way
for you to do something stupid for you not to
portray yourself in the manner you want.”
Allen is one of many coaches who signed
up for Facebook last fall, after athletic officials
asked them to be more proactive with keeping
their players’ online behavior in check.

facebook

by Bryan Han
Hatchet Staff Writer

See MARIJUANA, p. 7

Facebook big
brother?

See All

GW Student is celebrating the big
one-nine with a kegger

Courses

The Wall

Thousands descend on Mall to oppose Bush’s call for more troops

sequences of careless online activity.
Athletics
In an annual speech last fall, Director of
Athletics Jack Kvancz told coaches to address
players’
use
of sites like
MySpace and
Second in a series
Facebook
in
about the
their team meetmonitoring of
ings and team
rules. This is a
social Web sites
policy that many
universities are
beginning to adopt following several incidents
last year regarding athletes online.
Last May, members of the Catholic
University varsity lacrosse team got suspended after they posted pictures on Facebook of
them initiating their new players with alcohol and male strippers. In the same month
at Northwestern University, women’s soccer
players were seen hazing new members on
See FACEBOOK, p. 3

SMPA EVENTS

CAMPUS NEWS

Nick Ginglod/assistant photo editor

White House Press Secretary Tony Snow (right) discusses plans to
send more troops to Iraq with Professor Frank Sesno Thursday.

School hosts
Tony Snow
by Eric Roper
Senior Staff Writer

Nick Gingold/assistant photo editor

U.S. Army veteran Aaron Hughes, 24, marches past the U.S. Supreme Court with members of Iraq Veterans Against the
War during an anti-war protest Saturday afternoon. Hughes served overseas for six years, two of which were in Iraq.

Activists protest Iraq War
by Alexa Millinger
Hatchet Staff Writer

Thousands of activists swarmed the
National Mall Saturday afternoon to voice
opposition to the Iraq War and demand
the withdrawal of American troops.
The protest’s main organizer was
United for Peace and Justice, which is
a coalition of more than 1,400 member
groups in the United States advocating
change in Iraq War policy. Protesters were
fueled by President George W. Bush’s
new plan to deploy 21,500 additional
soldiers to Iraq despite strong opposition
from the public and the new Democratic
majority in Congress.
Susan Udry, legislative coordinator
for United for Peace and Justice, said
the rally was more or less “spur of the
moment” since the organization’s plans
did not emerge until after the midterm
elections, around Thanksgiving.
“The burden (of mobilization) rested
on local activists,” she said.
Her organization also planned a
“Lobbying Day” Monday as a follow-up
to the protest. She said more than 1,000
people will meet with their representatives that day to discuss their concerns
over the Iraq War.
Students, socialists, veterans and some
active-duty service members were some
of those in attendance at Saturday’s event.
Celebrities such as Academy Award-winning actors Sean Penn, Jane Fonda, Susan
Sarandon and Tim Robbins made appearances.
Sarandon, who graduated from
Catholic University in 1968, denounced
those who excuse the war because it is not
taking place on American soil.
“The war is being fought here in the
hearts and minds and bodies of those that

are returning,” she said.
Protesters wielded signs reading
“Out of Iraq” and shouted for Bush’s
impeachment.
“Twenty-one thousand five hundred
more will risk their lives for his misguided war,” Robbins said during an impassioned speech. Demonstrators screamed
in approval as Robbins condemned Bush
and called for his removal from office.
Protesters such as Noel Martz, 40,
found unique ways to express dissent
as outwardly as the celebrities. Martz,
who came to the protest from Atlanta,
dressed in a bright green tutu and painted his face with sparkly, gold paint. He
was with a group of seven women who
call themselves “Dancing Flowers for
Peace.”
Martz said the women held dance
rehearsals on several Saturdays in preparation for bringing their message of
“growing peace” to D.C. as an alternative
to a violent demonstration.
The group AVAAZ.org displayed flags
from 35 countries to represent international supporters of the anti-war cause that
could not physically come to the protest.
The group, whose name means “voice”
or “song” in languages such as Hindi,
Urdu and Farsi, tries to ensure the views
and values of all people shape global
decisions, according to the organization’s
Web site.
“Most things that affect us are done
on a global level but it’s hard for everyone
to get here,” said AVAAZ.org co-founder
Tom Perriello.
Some protesters participated simply by
watching the event unfold from the sidelines. The Oakes family, of Bethesda, Md.,
sat on a picnic blanket eating lunch with
their young sons watching the protest.
“We’re here to teach our children to

White House Press Secretary Tony Snow told the GW
community Thursday to have
conﬁdence in President George
W. Bush’s Iraq plan, adding
that the consequences of immediate withdrawal could prove
catastrophic for America.
Snow also defended the
president’s recent announcement to send more than 20,000
troops to Iraq, a decision that

has met stern opposition from
both parties of Congress. He
is one of several top administrators trying to garner support for the president’s new
domestic and foreign policy
plans following the State of
the Union address Tuesday.
The informal discussion
was hosted by Media and Public Affairs professor Frank Sesno, who aggressively sparred
with Snow for more than an
See SNOW, p. 3

FIVESTRAIGHT

Nick Gingold/assistant photo editor

A protester with the group United for
Peace and Justice clings to a street lamp
while reenacting waterboarding, a form of
torture, for passing activists Saturday.
solve problems with words instead of
violence,” Jen Oakes said.
While the rally managed to draw a
significant turnout, not everyone on the
Mall was there to protest. Lyle Henderson
and his wife were visiting D.C. from
Houston and had not heard of the event
until they saw it on the news Saturday
morning.
Henderson said he appreciated those
who were expressing their “freedom of
speech” in the nation’s capital, but added
that he was not interested in participating.
“I work for an oil company,”
Henderson said, laughing. “So I declined
when I got offered a copy of the socialist
newspaper.” n
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Junior Maureece Rice elevates over Kaheim Seawright during
GW’s 82-78 win over Rhode Island Saturday.
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CAMPUS
CALENDAR
TUESDAY
American Red Cross
Information Session
Learn about the Red
Cross and other aid organizations in this information session.
Career Center Workshop
Room
5 to 6 p.m.
Sponsored by the Career
Center

Crisis in Darfur: A
Conversation with
Activist Steven Krieger
Steven Krieger, a leading
advocate fighting to end
the genocide in Darfur, will
explain the crisis in Darfur
and discuss ways for students to get involved.
Marvin Center Grand
Ballroom
8 to 10 p.m.
Sponsored by the College
Democrats, STAND,
College Republicans

WEDNESDAY
Kukuwa Dance Workout
Join the first free instruction session of this high
energy Latin, African,
Caribbean dance which is
sure to make you sweat.
Mount Vernon Campus
Lloyd Gym
7 to 8 p.m.
Sponsored by GW
Campus Recreation

Middle East expert awarded
Welling Visiting Professorship
William Quandt, a Middle East
expert at the University of Virginia,
has been named the James Clark
Welling Visiting Professor at the
Elliott School of International Affairs.
The position, which was
created by University President
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg and
named in honor of GW’s president
from 1871 and 1894, is a two-year
term. The mission of the professorship is to bring internationally
recognized scholars in varying
fields to campus where they will
deliver annual lectures and meet
with students and faculty.
“(Quandt’s) research and
insider’s knowledge of peace
processes and Middle East politics will help the GW community
gain even greater perspective on
our foreign policy in this critical
region,” said Trachtenberg in a
press statement.
Quandt, who holds a doctorate in political science from
the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, recently served as
a consultant for the Iraq Study
Group and is the former Middle
East Studies Association President.
Quandt also served twice as a
National Security Council staff
member for the Middle East. His
latest publication is “Peace Process:
American Diplomacy and the
Arab-Israeli Conflict Since 1967.”
–Lizzie Wozobski

Law school students lobby for
satellite radio rights
Subscribers to satellite radio
have a new voice of support at the
GW Law School.
A group of students recently
formed the Consumer Coalition
for Competition in Satellite Radio,
or C3SR, to raise awareness about
the dangers for consumers of a

Corrections
In the article “UPD probes $25K in thefts”
(Jan. 25, p. 3), The Hatchet mistakenly
spelled the name of University Police Department Inspector Mark Balazik.
In the article “Student activists join an-

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

HIGH 40 | LOW 24

HIGH 36 | LOW 26

HIGH 31 | LOW 30

HIGH 41 | LOW 26

FOUR DAY
FORECAST

Lizzie Wozobski – Campus News Editor (ewozobski@gwhatchet.com)
Jessica Calefati – Campus News Editor (jcalefati@gwhatchet.com)

GWBRIEFS

THURSDAY

rumored satellite radio merger
between Sirius and XM.
“A merger would mean
a monopoly, and a monopoly
would decrease the protections for
consumers,” said Chris Reale, a
founding member of C3SR and a
GW law student.
The main goal of the advocacy
group, which was first announced
in a press release Jan. 12, is to raise
awareness of the negative outcomes
for consumers of a Sirius-XM merger. “If consumers’ voices ... and concerns are heard by the (Department
of Justice) and the (Federal
Communication Commission), that
can go a long way to protect consumers,” Reale said.
Reale, an XM subscriber, fears
a merger will give consumers less
choices in content and put the
competitive price of satellite radio
service in jeopardy. According to
their Web sites, both Sirius and
XM cost $12.95 a month.
Wall Street analysts have fueled
rumors of a Sirius-XM merger. A
merge would be advantageous for
the companies’ shareholders, and
recent comments about merging
from the CEO of Sirius gave more
validity to the speculation.
However, any merger could take
a year or more to complete because of
complicated FCC regulations, Reale
said, and he plans on using this time
to rally the C3SR troops.
“If they do announce a merger, we plan on stepping up our
efforts,” Reale said.
A C3SR Web site, C3SR.org, will
soon be launched to provide information to consumers about a possible merger and to serve as a forum
for concerned customers to talk about
their experiences, Reale said.
Reale first thought about starting an advocacy group when he
began learning about antitrust
laws as a GW student. Since its
formation, C3SR has garnered
attention from online technology
publications and was mentioned
in the Washington Times.
–Ian Jannetta

nual ‘March for Life’” (Jan. 25, p.1), The
Hatchet inaccurately described the number of protesters at the march. “March for
Life” Director Nellie Gray estimated nearly
200,000 protesters attended the march. In
the same article, the position of Voices for
Choices E-board member Abbey Marr was
misreported.

SNAPSHOT Mini driving mini

Ryder Haske/Hatchet photographer

Elijah Gloven tests out the new convertible Mini Cooper during the 2007 Washington Auto Show
at the Washington Convention Center Sunday afternoon. More than 40 car companies participated in the convention, which lasted from Jan. 24 to 28.

Sophomore avoids jail time for marijuana dealing
Former sophomore Isa Madyun skirted jail time after his father
swayed a judge to reduce the
admitted marijuana dealer’s sentence to parole.
The sentencing hearing Tuesday was postponed to Wednesday after D.C. Superior Court
Judge Truman Morrison III
heard Madyun’s father speak.
The judge said he was swayed
by the parent’s statement to give
the former sophomore the lighter
sentence to be served in the students’ home.
Instead of 45 days in jail,
Madyun needs to complete 300
community service hours while
on parole. If the former student
violates parole, he will have to
serve 180 days in jail.
“There’s no way that he can justify selling drugs or using drugs,”
father Richard Madyun said before the court. “I don’t think going

to jail is going to help him.”
Richard Madyun added that
his son’s offense would be taken
seriously at home. He stressed
that he had worked hard to send
his son to GW and said the student had no ﬁnancial need to
deal drugs.
Madyun said at Tuesday’s
hearing that the University had
expelled him because of the drug
charges.
The sentencing delay was necessary to determine if the New
Jersey judicial system could parole Madyun for D.C.
Madyun, who plead guilty
Dec. 20 to possession with the intent to distribute marijuana, said
in a statement that he felt predestined to be a drug dealer at GW
because of his Islamic religion.
“Allah determined that (Madyun) had to become a drug dealer
at GW,” Morrison read from the

former student’s statement.
Madyun was arrested in November 2006 when a Guthridge
Hall community director received an anonymous tip about
the student’s room. Upon searching the room, University Police
ofﬁcers found a gallon size Ziploc
bag full of marijuana, $3,000 in
cash, two digital scales, a manual
grinder and a coffee grinder.
“Suspension and expulsion are
not doled out lightly by the University,” she added. “Violence
and distribution of drugs are violations that are taken care of most
seriously.”
At the hearing Tuesday he expressed remorse for his actions.
“I truly apologize to the community and everyone who has
been affected by this,” he said. “I
do, in my heart, deeply feel contrite.”
–Harald Olsen
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College-building Omani ambassador discusses trade
School hosts ﬁrst
in Africa
female diplomat
by Frank Broomell
Hatchet Staff Writer

GW alumnus Kibre Dawit
knows all about the challenges of
founding a school with limited resources.
As a graduate student at the
School of Business in the early
1990s, Dawit had a vision to start
a university for the less fortunate.
But after founding a school in
2000, she realized the hardships of
getting an educational institution
off the ground.
Many students at her school
cannot afford their own textbooks,
much less the cost of tuition. And
perhaps the most difﬁcult part of
this college is its location: central
Ethiopia, Africa.
“We are working with inputs
that Ethiopia does not currently
have,” she said.
Dawit, 43, was born as the
daughter of a diplomat and grew
up living in various parts of Africa,
Europe, Canada and the United
States. She received her undergraduate degree at Maharishi
University of Management in Fairﬁeld, Iowa, before attending GW
for graduate business school.
“I chose GW because it is in
the capital of the United States,”
Dawit said. “GW’s program was
also one of the top in the nation.”
While completing her master’s
in business administration, Dawit
worked full time at the GW Hospital and attended classes at night.
As if studies were not enough, she
also raised a child.
“I slept for only four and a half

hours every night between 1985
and 1990,” Dawit said.
In 1991, Dawit received her
M.B.A. from GW and considered
continuing her studies to pursue a
doctorate.
“I took management courses
because America reached its (potential) by knowing management
skills,” said Dawit, who hopes to
utilize her education to help Ethiopia develop.
Instead of attempting to get
her doctorate in the mid-90s, Dawit
moved to Ethiopia and helped
start the Africa Village Academy,
a non-governmental organization
that helped train Ethiopian farmers and educate Ethiopian women
and youth.
As an extension of her interests
in education, Dawit established
Kisama Africa University along
with partner Samrawit Haimanot.
Dawit said her goal in founding
the university was to increase the
number of qualiﬁed engineers, architects, urban planners and software developers.
But reaching this goal has
been a challenge. Dawit needs
lab equipment and books for her
university, but the lab equipment
Dawit wants is not manufactured
in Ethiopia, and has to be imported at high prices.
On top of needing to subsidize
the costs of textbooks and tuition
for her students, Dawit and her
partner also must deal with attempts by the government to interfere with the management of
See AFRICA, p. 7

from Arab state
by Gabriel Seder
Hatchet Reporter

The first female ambassador from an Arab nation came
to GW Thursday to speak
about the benefits of a recent
trade agreement between

MARIJUANA
from p. 1
the 18-year-old student at about
2:30 p.m. Thursday, after he had
signed for the package.
In a search of Prakash’s personal property during the arrest,
MPD officers found a digital pocket scale, a box of small Ziploc bags,
a foil container and $400 in cash,
among other items, according to
the police report.
Prakash told The Hatchet that
he went to the package center to
pick up a box of clothing and
medication sent by his mother
but also had an unknown parcel awaiting him. He said he was
wrongfully arrested for taking the
second package, for which he said
he neither knew its contents nor
its sender.
“I think it was completely
unfair,” Prakash said in a telephone interview Saturday. “I went
up to Package Services to pick up
the package from my mom ... As
soon as I picked it up, I took two

her country and the United
States.
The Elliott School of
International Affairs hosted
more than 100 students, faculty and visiting members of
the State Department when
Omani Ambassador to the
United States HuNaia Sultan
Ahmed Al Mughairy discussed
the Free Trade Agreement
between the United States and
the Sultanate of Oman.
The trade agreement,
signed Sept. 23, ensures tariff and quota-free trade and

steps and I was arrested.”
Prakash said he allowed police
officers to open the box from his
mother, but that they did not open
the package allegedly containing
marijuana in his presence.
The MPD report had no mention of a second package found at
the time of the arrest.
When asked about the amount
of time he may have spent in jail,
Prakash declined to comment and
terminated the interview.
Another student present during
the arrest was questioned heavily
by the police, but was not arrested.
He refused to provide The Hatchet
with his name at the scene.
This is at least the fourth incident this school year in which
a GW underclassman has been
charged for possession with intent
to distribute marijuana.
Student Judicial Services
Director Tara Woolfson previously
told The Hatchet that students
found guilty of such charges likely
face harsh consequences such as
suspension or expulsion. n
–David Ceasar and Kaitlyn
Jahrling contributed to this report.

has already made a positive
impact on Oman’s economy,
she said. In 2005, Omani
exports to the United States
increased 33 percent from the
previous year, while American
exports increased 80 percent,
the ambassador said.
Despite the high percentage growth, the increase is not
remarkable in terms of overall trade value. Instead, the
ambassador was optimistic
about what she perceives to
be the “main purpose” of the
FTA – a reduction of economic

SNOW
from p. 1
hour in the Jack Morton Auditorium. Sesno, who is a special correspondent for CNN,
has known the secretary since
Snow’s years as a television
journalist for Fox News.
Sesno began by asking
whether President Bush will
be able to win the Iraq War,
given the increased chaos in
the Middle East and bipartisan criticism of the war in
Congress.
“I defy you to find any war
that has moved in a smooth
line where you didn’t encounter difficulties and where the
Commander in Chief didn’t become unpopular,” Snow said.
“It is difficult to be president
in a time of war and therefore
it is essential to demonstrate
leadership.”
Snow said that the problem with past Iraq plans was
that American forces were

dependence on oil exports.
In an initiative entitled
“Vision 2020,” Oman outlined
its plan to reduce oil exports
nearly fourfold. The FTA, Al
Mughairy hopes, will achieve
this goal by encouraging private American investment in
her country’s economy.
Professor of Economics
Robert Dunn said he is skeptical about the benefits of the
FTA. Dunn wrote in an e-mail
that the “availability of low
See OMAN, p. 7

rarely stationed in any region
long enough to enact permanent change. The president’s
new plan calls for a permanent
patrol of nine different regions
in Baghdad.
“Operation Together Forward didn’t work,” Snow said,
referring to the strategy in
Iraq following the 2006 bombing of a mosque near Baghdad.
“Now, you don’t resign if it
doesn’t work; what you do is
assess the facts and try to figure it out.”
Snow warned that pulling
troops out of the area will give
terrorists more power and also
unlimited access to American
oil supplies.
“Americans need to understand that wars are unpopular
and they’re tough and they’re
hard on the democracy,” Snow
said. “But also, a perception of
weakness and an invitation of
terror can be even more grueling in the long run.”
In an interview after the
See SECRETARY, p. 10
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“If you put it out to the world then you have to expect
that the world is going to come to your doorstep.”
–Computer science professor and specialist in cyber ethics Lance Hoffman,
on students’ privacy expectations when using social networking sites.

Gabriel Okolski – Opinions Editor (gokolski@gwhatchet.com)
Kyle Spector – Senior Opinions Editor (kspector@gwhatchet.com)

Rebirth of the Marvin Center

editorial

Facebook policing
is no surprise
When The Hatchet began investigating
the story of a student who was arrested
for possession with the intent to distribute
marijuana last week, background material
was just a click away.
The fact that Student Judicial Services
and other campus offices use Facebook
and other online sites to monitor student
behavior should not be surprising, especially when access to potentially incriminating evidence is so easy. Numerous reports over the past two years have shed
light on instances in which administrators
use Facebook to investigate student behavior. Students should realize that they
are liable for content posted on the Internet.
Social networking Web sites should be
enjoyable resources for students to maintain friendships and meet new people in
cyberspace. Users must realize, however,
that such content is voluntarily posted in
the public domain and is no longer their
personal property. While the online personal data and images collected by GW,
other universities and private businesses
may spur a vigorous debate on privacy issues, those who choose to post their contact information, activities and pictures
should not be the ones who are surprised.
Perhaps the most alarming aspect of
this issue is the willingness of our generation to voluntarily submit information
about ourselves to areas of public scrutiny. Often ignorant to the operation of Web
sites that allow users to post information,
students readily leave an electronic trail of
personal data that may be stored on servers for many years.
As more University departments, such
as GW’s athletic programs, use Facebook
and other sites to monitor their students,
more members of the GW community will
likely express outrage over such actions.
It is, however, a student’s responsibility to
treat the Internet as the public domain it is
and operate accordingly.

QUOTABLE

A student-centric space could give students a reason to go to their union

T

here’s an elephant in the straight-up absurd , that need to be
Marvin Center and no considered.
one wants to do anything
Last semester, The Hatchet
about it. It’s like that one last reported that the University was
pimple that you just can’t seem looking into various options
to get rid of. For some it might regarding the ground floor space
be that one person not smiling in in the Marvin Center. There was
the family portrait. Use
talk of a Greek Store or a
all the clichés you want,
true 24-hour space where
but at the end of the day,
students could study or
the space formerly known
watch performances by
as District Market on the
student groups around
Marvin Center ’s ground
the clock if they were so
floor is a work in serious
inclined. Other options
need of progress.
involved moving the
For those of you who
financial aid offices or
SAM
weren’t lucky enough to
more student offices to a
SALKIN
experience the glory of
central location.
District Market, imagine
As far as I am conCOLUMNIST
the result if 7-11 and the
cerned, these are all great
Watergate Safeway had a
ideas, but GW really needs
baby with a Kosher section, grade to commit to creating a space that
B produce and inconsistent pricing. has the potential to create a more
Despite all its shortcomings and cohesive campus. Projects like a
quirkiness, District Market was a Greek store have a great potential
staple of our campus. GW and to bring in revenue for GW, but
food service provider Aramark’s only serve a fifth of the undermarriage came to an end in May, graduate population. Financial aid
however, and the space will now is a critical part of the University,
have its garage-style doors closed but I don’t know how putting it
for a second semester in a row. in the middle of our campus’ most
Unfortunately there are little signs important building will unify stuof a plan to improve the space.
dents any more than simply letting
How could we let this happen at us see each other frustrated in
the school from which “Crossfire” public.
once ruled the 4:30 timeslot on
The idea of a 24-hour space is
CNN? What GW needs is a plan an interesting proposition. If it was
to revive this important space and a wireless-capable, well-lit hub of
make it student-friendly again. study space during the week and
While I claim to have no grand a student pub that actually could
ideas, there are a few options out serve alcohol on weekends, the
there, ranging from practical to locale could serve multiple pur-

poses and attract the most occuOf all the ideas, here is the
pants.
kicker for me. Let Manouch, the
While a common complaint on late-night hot dog cart salesman
campus is that there aren’t enough in front of the SMPA building,
places for us to study when Gelman set up shop in the pub. For years,
is stuffed or Duquès Hall closes, Manouch has served the GW commany GW students feel as if they munity and has been subject to all
do not have a place of their own.
types of weather ranging from heat
A campus pub would provide to bitter cold. This space would
a place for students to congregate. finally give Manouch the home
If the University is worried about he deserves, so he doesn’t have to
not getting a good turnout, there worry about weather or D.C. police
is a simple way
giving him a
to avoid this traghard time.
edy – sell cheap
This space is
drinks. Undercut For those of you who weren’t
too valuable to
the local competibe left empty for
tion and trust me, lucky enough to experience
so long. Let’s be
GW will surely
sure to keep stuget the response the glory of District Market,
dents in mind
it wants. Worried
when creating
about fake IDs? imagine the result if 7-11 and
a plan for the
Use GWorld cards
space. I’m conto validate ages.
the Watergate Safeway had a fident that by
This
space
giving the GW
has potential for baby with a Kosher section,
community
a
even more uses.
place to truly
Imagine if a stage grade B produce and inconcall its own, the
was installed so
University will
both student thebenefit
from
sistent
pricing.
ater groups as well
a strong stuas local and student response
dents bands playto a worthwhile
ing live music on the weekends investment.
could use it. GW has the potential
And for all the people still
to create renaissance in the arts. Let devastated by the loss of District
jazz bands play Thursday nights Market on campus, maybe the new
and make it a coffee bar. Friday space could also sell potatoes and
nights, bring in local bands and let chicken broth. Just for old time’s
the place rock out. Hang student sake.
art on the walls and have poetry
–The writer, a junior majoring in
readings. The sky is the limit.
geography, is a Hatchet columnist.

The death of “senioritis”

SA restructure has Seniors need an advising workshop to help prepare them for the real world
econd semester of senior year no who are an invaluable resource. Seniors across workshop could be taught by various GW prolimited benefits
longer connotes the same kind of the nation are more than willing to endure the fessors and would address the concerns, issues
Last week, Student Association President Lamar Thorpe proposed what many
fed up with student politics have wanted
for years – a restructuring of the Student
Association. Unfortunately, the SA president’s plan is too little at the wrong time,
and it would likely counter his pragmatic
efforts to change the group’s culture thus
far.
There is no doubt that fundamental
problems plague the SA. Squabbling,
scandal and a lack of action to benefit
students have characterized recent years
of student government. The situation has
slightly improved this year under Thorpe’s leadership, however, as the president
has increased focus on student advocacy
and refused to become involved in political bickering.
Thorpe’s proposal to have an executive
board oversee the SA’s executive branch
and a legislative body divided into three
distinct groups is not a radical departure
from business as usual. Instead of changing who gets elected – one of the real issues
in student government politics – it merely
redistributes power within the group. The
plan certainly has some bright spots, but
on the whole, it isn’t revolutionary.
This plan has already come under fire
from many in the SA, and its implementation would likely result in a drawn-out
political battle. Ultimately, the benefits
from this proposal would not outweigh
the cost in political infighting that would
waste students’ time and money.
It is admirable that those within the SA
recognize that the group has fundamental problems. Thorpe’s proposal, however, runs contrary to his sensible efforts
to change the SA thus far. If the president
would like to make the most difference as
the end of his term nears, he will abandon
his plan, focus on transitioning toward the
end of the year and continue the practical
work he has done so well thus far.
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lazy, laid-back attitude it was once lectures of a painfully dull professor if for no and anxieties that today’s seniors have about
known for at universities around the country. other reason than because he or she is well-con- life after graduation.
Sometime between when the job market sharp- nected in a desired field.
Whether your goal is to attend graduate
ened its already-competitive edge and when
Let’s face it, actively participating in class school or to apply for jobs in a particular field,
many graduate schools began to rival Harvard and doing well on assignments will get the the senior workshop would be able to provide
University in selectivity, the death of
attention of profesindividual attention to stu“senioritis” occurred. Students can no
sors and possibly their
dents and their goals. It could
longer afford to allow their grades and
approval (even better).
even include guest lecturers
in-class performances to slack, because
Then when you ask Usually regarded as
from companies around the
success after graduation depends on
them mid-semester for
area, allowing seniors insight
one’s overall success during college.
a recommendation or somewhat of an extended into what qualities an ideal
Usually regarded as somewhat
job info, they are less
candidate would possess.
of an extended last hurrah, second
likely to laugh in your last hurrah, second seWith the pressure to do
semester senior year tends to involve a
face and more likely to
well definitely felt during
M
OLLY
lighter course load and plenty of socialhelp you out. GW is par- mester senior year tends
senior year, it is no wonder
izing on the part of the senior class. Yet
ticularly lucky in this
that only a hint of senioritis
G
ANNON
because the demand for employment
regard because many of to involve a lighter course can be found around campus.
COLUMNIST
after graduation has risen, the job
our professors are still
Even that hint is barely remimarket is a more competitive sphere.
active in their fields and load and plenty of socialniscent of the carefree atmoGetting a job as a recent graduate is a
have plenty of contacts
sphere once associated with
challenge – it no longer just requires a bache- to potentially pass along to jobthe final semester. College has
izing on the part of the
lor ’s degree. Instead, student’s GPAs and extra- hungry seniors.
become the new high school.
curricular activities are now taken into account
Given that GW is located in
It is only another steppingby potential employers. This causes seniors to a hotbed of potential employers, senior class.
stone toward “laying the
remain active on campus, continue through the University should better help
foundation for a successinternships and strive for good grades.
prepare its seniors for job searchful future,” a phrase parents
In-class performance also doesn’t have an es, recruitment and interviews.
love to use during the college
opportunity to slack during second semester One way to do this would be to improve the admissions process.
senior year. One thing all seniors eventually senior curriculum by adding a mandatory
This statement could not ring any more true
learn is that anyone can become a potential advising class. This class would be similar to for our undergraduate experiences now.
contact for a job. This includes school admin- the Columbian College’s advising workshop,
–The writer, a senior majoring in American
istrators, but more importantly professors, which is required for all freshmen. A senior
studies, is a Hatchet columnist.

letters to the editor
A not–so–happy birthday
I thought my eyes were surely
deceiving me as I got into the
elevator in the Marvin Center
this week. Alas, my glasses were
fine and indeed I was seeing an
advertisement for a birthday party
for Roe v. Wade.
A birthday party.
This charming event is being
sponsored by Voices for Choices
and Feminist Majority Leadership
Alliance. The former group’s
support is not surprising, though
it is wrong, but the latter group’s is
troubling. Richard Cohen, himself
pro-choice, writes in October 2005
in The Washington Post, “The very
basis of the Roe v. Wade decision
– the one that grounds abortion
rights in the Constitution – strikes
many people now as faintly
ridiculous. Whatever abortion may
be, it cannot simply be a matter of
privacy.”
Roe is still defended by some,
however, as if it were given down
from a mountaintop. I believe
that taking an issue as important
as abortion out of the democratic

process has hurt the discourse
of our country and the claims to
justice of the pro-choice cause. If
a cause is just, then it will attract
popular support. Why don’t those
who are pro-choice simply put their
position before the people, instead
of before men in black robes?
I am surprised at FMLA. The
respected group Feminists for Life
has documented the opposition of
Feminists Foremothers to abortion
because it hurts women and does
not solve their problems. Alice
Paul, one of the authors of an early
Equal Rights Amendment draft,
stated: “abortion is the ultimate
exploitation of women.”
I agree. Why should women
settle for this band-aid when they
should be demanding the tougher
but better solutions to the problems
we face? When it is considered
that many women feel as if they
are coerced into abortion by men
or the loss of jobs or housing, this
doesn’t seem like a “choice” to be
celebrated. Flexible hours and oncampus housing are not exciting
themes for parties, but they are
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what true feminists should be
working for.
Colonials for Life is hosting
a Pregnancy Resource Forum on
April 13 for those who wish to find
out what can be done to make GW
a place where women really have
a “choice.” I would encourage all
who are truly concerned about the
status of women in our community
to get involved. I cannot promise
there will be cake, but I think it will
be worthwhile just the same.
–Laura Graham
Chair, Colonials for Life
Look at true diversity
Leah
Carliner ’s
article
(“University Diversity,” Jan. 25,
p. 1) certainly illustrates that
GW’s student body is regrettably
monochromatic,
but
it
also
brings forth just how absurd and
unreflective diversity discourse
has become.
As the imperative toward
multiculturalism
became
the
official apologia for a plethora
of
institutionally-endorsed
mechanisms, higher education
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gave up on real intellectual
pluralism and settled for a
diversity constituted principally
by a certain statistical distribution
of check marks in a demographic
survey.
The fruits of progress are
displayed prominently in the
article: administrators mindlessly
aping slogans and students
being willfully ignorant to these
comments.
President
Stephen
Joel
Trachtenberg is right about one
thing, though. If GW wants to
diversify its student body, it needs
to cast a wider socioeconomic and
geographic net by offering, for one
thing, better financial assistance
(stabilizing tuition and improving
the number and quality of full-time
faculty wouldn’t hurt either).
If the University were to
someday become something more
than the premier safety school
for the northeast states’ moneyed
Judeo-Christians, you’d get the
desired demographics for free.
–Dan Foster
Junior
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THIS WEEK
IN HISTORY

Monday, Jan. 29, 1891:

Wednesday, Jan. 31, 1990:

Friday, Feb. 2, 1962:

Liliuokalani was proclaimed Queen of
Hawaii. She was Hawaii’s last monarch.

The first Russian McDonald’s opened
in Moscow.

For the ﬁrst time in 400 years Neptune
and Pluto were in alignment.

Katie Rooney – Features Editor (krooney@gwhatchet.com)
Marissa Levy – Contributing Features Editor (mlevy@gwhatchet.com)

Ditching the ofﬁce to promote peace abroad
More GW alumni enter the Peace Corps post graduation, annual rankings show
by Brittany Levine
Hatchet Reporter
In 2003, two years after Jeff Chatellier graduated from GW, he left
a corporate job at a consulting firm in Tyson’s Corner for a mud hut in
Senegal. The hut had a thatch roof and was surrounded by a fence of
elephant grass.
Forty-four other GW alumni volunteered to be in the Peace Corps
that year. In 2006, 68 alumni volunteered, making GW the top generator
of Peace Corps volunteers among other mid-sized universities, according to an annual ranking done by the Peace Corps released this month.
Peace Corps recruitment unofficially began in 1960, at 2 a.m. on an
October morning when then Sen. John F. Kennedy encouraged a crowd
of 10,000 students at the University of Michigan to donate two years of
their life to promoting peace abroad. A year later, President Kennedy
signed an executive order establishing the Peace Corps. In 1962, GW
awarded Kennedy an honorary degree and today the University sends
more students to the Peace Corps than any other school with a student
body of 5,000 to 15,000.
GW has changed a lot since 1961, and it wasn’t until 2000 that GW
broke into the top 25 of the annual Peace Corps rankings. GW was No. 4
in last year’s rankings, but jumped to No. 1 this year, and in comparing
2001 to 2006, twice as many alumni volunteered for the Peace Corps.
As a freshman at GW, Chatellier, now 27, worked at Peace Corps’
headquarters in the District. He met the people who worked there

paying job for the Peace Corps,” Chatellier said last week. “I got antsy
just working in an office (and working) on international issues. I wanted
to go out there and really see what was happening firsthand.”
But Chatellier said he understands why more of today’s GW students would want to join the Peace Corps’ ranks – more and more
people at the University are interested in community service and international experiences, which are two things GW’s admissions office heavily advertises and reasons Chatellier joined himself.
Chatellier studied abroad in the south of France his junior year,
which he said was an exception at that time. Now, GW attracts students
who can’t wait to study in another country – according to the Office of
Study Abroad’s Web site, in 2004 to 2005, 840 students took at least a
semester studying overseas.
The amount of community service participation from students is
on the rise as well. Timothy Kane, director of the Office of Community
Service, said more incoming students are made more aware by faculty
of service that enhances classroom experiences, and by the partnerships
between GW and social service agencies in Washington.
Courtesy Jeff Chatellier
In a small community in Senegal, Chatellier was exposed to sickness
Girls play soccer in Senegal after 2001 graduate Jeff Chatellier and bad water quality. It was a shock, but the community became his
set up a league in his community while in the Peace Corps.
home and he became so invested in Senegal that it became “like getting a
two-year Master’s degree in that country.” He learned the language, the
– most were former volunteers – and heard their stories.
culture and geography. He watched the children change as education
“There is a lot of pressure coming out of GW, which is a careerSee PEACE, p. 6
driven school, to get a high-paying job. I did that, and then I left a high-

WEEKLY
UP

Ringing in the Chinese New Year

using diet pills
With late-night pizza and Hell
Well packed at all hours of the day,
it can be hard for college students to
lose weight at school. Though diet
pills may seem like an easy method
to melt the pounds away, something
so miraculous is usually too good to
be true.
“It’s a quick-fix thing. People
feel like it will make them lose
weight quickly. But there are a lot
of pills being advertised as if they’re
different then they really are,” said
Student Health Services Outreach
Coordinator Susan Haney.
One quick stroll down the aisle
at GNC can leave your head spinning at the amount of diet pills
on the market, but despite all the
brands out there, Haney said most
over-the-counter diet pills are simply stimulants that are meant to
increase your heart rate, metabolism and body temperature to burn
calories quicker. But don’t be fooled,
Haney said. Just because these pills
can be sold without a prescription
does not mean their ingredients are
necessarily safe.
Haney said the biggest risks
associated with diet pills are cardiac,
like irregular pulse rates. In 1997
the Food and Drug Administration
booted Fen-Phen, a popularly prescribed anti-obesity drug, from the
market after the infamous diet pill
was linked to heart valve disease.
Although diet pills may not
prove to be a huge health risk when
taken as directed, Haney said most

people who pop them are also dieting at the time or ingesting a lot of
caffeine – habits which can exaggerate dangerous side effects. Haney
said the side effects of diet pills
are often amplified in women, the
largest group of diet-pill consumers, because they have smaller body
masses than men.
According to a study released
in October by the University of
Minnesota’s “Project EAT,” the number of high school-aged females taking diet pills nearly doubled from
7.5 to 14.2 percent. And 20 percent
of women ages 19 and 20 admitted
to using weight-loss drugs.
Haney said one of the biggest
problems with diet pills is that it is
hard for someone to know how the
drug will react with other medications a person is also taking at the
time.
“We don’t know how they’ll
affect you if you’re on other medications. People can react differently,”
she said. “Anything that increases
your heart rate can be a problem.”
Despite the risks, people are still
taking diet pills in droves. In fact,
weight loss drugs are so popular,
the FDA just approved one for dogs
this month.
–Marissa Levy
“Weekly check up” is a regular
feature in the Life section. If you have
a health topic you want to know more
about, e-mail features@gwhatchet.
com.

Need some advice from a sexpert? Send Eve
your questions at features@gwhatchet.com
to have them answered in her column.

Under the covers
NAVIGATING GW’S SEX SCENE

“Say what you mean
and mean what
you say”
Nearing the commencement of her fourth year in college, Eve
has learned quite a few things about sex. Eve, The Hatchet’s anonymous sex columnist, will share her observations and (sometimes
dirty) thoughts about sex at GW with the population that fuels
her fire.
Editor’s note: names have been changed to protect the naughty.
A friend of mine asked me a question last week so important that I felt it was my moral and sexual duty to answer
it publicly. It was a frigid night. We were walking home
together from a meeting. Our breath steamed and blended
in the frozen air. He told a bad joke. I laughed anyway. My
fingers felt like icicles in my mittens. All I wanted to do was
go home.
And then, when we got to my building, he stopped me
from going inside. He looked at me with big, deep, serious
eyes. His nose twitched a little bit. He asked me to wait. He
told me he had something important to ask. Something only I
would know the answer to.
“What could be so important,” I asked him, “that you
could possibly ask me to stand in this cold for another
moment?”

courtesy New Tang Dynasty Television

like this are filled with images and elements of Communism,
such as the color red, struggle and violence.
“Our performance troupe, being based outside of China,
Streaks of red and yellow, mythical dragons and heavenly is one of the only Chinese performing arts troupes that is
maidens invaded Lisner Auditorium this weekend as GW truly independent and free of these elements,” Marple said.
helped ring in the Chinese New Year.
Jeff Chen, director of New Tang Dynasty Television, who
GW hosted the traveling Chinese New Year Spectacular sponsors the performance, said the point of the New Year
performance, which takes its audience back to the country’s Spectacular is to accurately familiarize people with Chinese
legendary golden age, the Tang Dynasty, with singing, danc- culture. The show is in its fourth year of performances and
ing and traditional music. The 300-person traveling group last year it ranked seventh in Billboard Magazine’s Top Ten
made their eighth stop in D.C. this
Shows in the U.S.
weekend on their 29-city world
“We want to introduce traditour.
tional Chinese culture to the West,
Brian Marple, a GW graduate
and also introduce Western cusstudent majoring in International
toms to the East,” Chen said.
Affairs with a concentration in
The show consists of 12 acts
Asian Regional Studies, is one of
with each telling a different story
those 300 people and travels reguabout cultural Chinese values
larly with the performing group as
through original dancing and singa percussionist. But Marple, who
ing in brightly colored, dazzling
was not in the performance on
costumes.
campus this past weekend because
Some of the most important
Lisner Auditorium doesn’t have
values emphasized during the
the space to accommodate a large
show were loyalty, kindness,
orchestra, said this isn’t your typirespect to one’s elders and defendcal Chinese performance.
ing one’s country. Chen pointed
Unlike most other shows that
out that many of these values date
attempt to reflect Chinese culback to Confucius and other influcourtesy New Tang Dynasty Television
ture, the New Year Spectacular The traveling Chinese New Year Spectacular ential Asian philosophers.
is free of influence from the
“Values like respect, loyalty,
performed in Lisner Auditorium this weekend.
Foreign Propaganda Department
honesty, benevolence and tolerof the Communist Party of China,
ance are at the center of Chinese
Marple said.
tradition,” Chen said.
“These performances (backed by the Communist regime)
The different acts told stories such as teachings from
inevitably have a political purpose to them; that is, the Buddha and Confucius, the celestial maidens, Tiananmen
Communist Party uses these troupes as a type of cultural Square, the ladies of the Manchu Court and the significance
diplomacy and to make itself look good,” Marple said, add- of fans in Chinese culture.
ing that this causes the traditional Chinese culture to be lost.
Next stop – the Chinese New Year Spectacular travels on
Marple said last year the Kennedy Center hosted a num- to Boston and New York City, where they will have seven
ber of performances entitled the Month of China and shows performances in Radio City Music Hall. n
by Lindsay Garfield
Hatchet Staff Writer

He shrugged, looking down at his feet. I worried that he anyway and that now we couldn’t be friends anymore unless
needed to ask me about my parents’ divorce because his were we talked this out and why in the hell would he just ask me
getting one, or that he wanted me to help him kill someone. to have sex with him? I wouldn’t leave Pink, and if I would,
This friend and I are not all that close, though we enjoy each there would need to be some candles involved. And bubble
other, and were growing ever closer … until he finally asked bath and maybe diamonds. But asking me on a Thursday
me his critical question:
night before Grey’s Anatomy when it’s sub-zero outside does
“Um, like, I guess,” he stammered. “I was just wondering, not exactly fill my loins with lust.
like…”
I must have gone on for a while, because when I stopped I
I did not realize that I was holding my breath, as much was out of breath and a little warmer. He looked bored.
from the cold as anticipation. Here it comes, I thought. He
“Jeez, Eve,” he said finally. “I was just joking.” Then he
wants me to steal a car and give him money to run away walked away, hands in his pockets, head hanging down. I felt
to Mexico because he murdered his roommate. He wants to like a third grader. I wanted to scream “no take-backs” at him,
know how I feel about buzz topics like abortion, gay rights but didn’t have any scream left in me.
and capital punishment. He wants …
And the truth is – how am I ever sup“You know, if you wanted to have sex with
posed to know what he really wanted? How
me tonight.”
am I now supposed to react to his questions
ONLINEEXTRA
… to have sex??? Say WHAT?
and comments with the notion that he might
There are approximately 22,000 reasons
always, ultimately, be joking? Surely, mine is
why this question was absolutely ridiculous,
a bland example, but I feel it is vital that we
not the least of which being that this “friend”
must say what we mean, especially in matGet more from Eve by
of mine knows my boyfriend Pink quite well.
ters of the heart. It is one thing to be coy and
reading her blog posts
He and I have never been romantic before, he’s
mysterious at the onset of a relationship. It is
short, sometimes he has food in his teeth, oh
entirely another to claim jest when you are
at The Hatchet online at
and did I mention that he knows Pink? Pink,
ashamed of your request.
blog.gwhatchet.com.
whose red-hot libido comes second only to his
If you want to try something kinky in bed,
curse-and-hit-walls temper?
just ask. Your partner will either say yes or
I sort of gaped at my friend (who, as you
no, simple as that. And if s/he thinks you’re
can see, does not merit a pseudonym). My
a freak, well then you shouldn’t be sleeping
tongue was probably wagging out of my
together anyway. Our deepest desires are as
mouth from shock, though it might have
much who we are as our visible qualities. And
looked like lust because he smirked and started to lean into if you want to be together, just say it! Do not put up mopey
me.
away messages or poke him/her on Facebook or text only
“What are you DOING?” I yelped like someone had just when you’re drunk. Just say, hey, this could work.
goosed me. Which is sort of what this guy was doing – emoIf the object of your affection doesn’t feel the same, don’t
tionally gripping my ass with his home-wrecker hands.
respond that you were kidding. Because then, somewhere
He jumped back, eyes wide, the hint of an erection under down the road, when the feelings are reciprocated, your lost
his khakis. I began to rant at him, screaming about fidel- lover will remember that you were only joking when you said
ity and brotherhood and how unromantic his proposal was you wanted to be together. n
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Skype as a language–learning tool

Most GW professors would rather
hear nails scraped across a blackboard
than allow their students to talk on the
phone or connect to the Internet during
class, but professor Richard M. Robin lets
his students do just that.
Starting this week, students in Robin’s
Intensive Basic Russian, course will be
making some long distance phone calls
from the classroom using Skype, the free
Internet phone service, to talk to Russian
students on the other side of the world.
“In a classroom setting, a lot of the
Russian that students hear will be from
teacher-talk or student-to-student conversation, which is basically fake,” said Robin,
who began using Skype as a classroom
tool almost two years ago. “This enables
(students) to make their Russian communications and conversational skills better.”
As the Russian Language Director at
GW and the author of the best selling first-

and second-year Russian textbook in the
U.S., “Golosa,” Robin takes Russian language education to a whole new level by
using the free Voice over Internet Protocol
(VoIP) during the spring semester of the
academic year-long course.
“This only starts halfway through the
year because only then they will be able
to carry on a conversation beyond ‘Hi,
how are you?’” said Robin, who has been
teaching at GW since 1981.
Robin said the free price tag of VoIP
programs like Skype and ICQ Audio/
Video is what makes all these real-time
international conversations possible during class time. With a microphone, Web
cam and Internet connection, Robin’s students are practicing Russian with native
speakers. Robin said he believes new technologies like Skype will play a key role in
the future of foreign-language programs.
“Right now Skype is a very hot commodity, almost exotic, so a lot of (professors) don’t use it. Twenty years from now
when I retire, it won’t be so exotic, so I’m

Want to join the Hatchet’s production staff?
Contact Kyle Cannon at kcannon@gwhatchet.com

sure it will be in use like this in many
more classrooms,” Robin said. “Foreign
distance education will be a much more
common thing.”
This week, Robin’s students will get
to speak with a former Russian exchange
student from the Plekhanov Institute of
Economics in Moscow, who lived with
Robin’s family two years ago.
Senior Alexandre DeAguiar, who
took Robin’s intensive Russian course
last year, said using free Internet phone
programs to speak Russian with native
speakers made learning the language a
more realistic experience.
“When we’re in a classroom environment, we’re locked into grammar learning and things like that,” he said. “But
once we get to talk to someone, it becomes
spontaneous and we get to hear and say
things that we have never before.”
“I feel that it actually makes our thinking and language skills much better,” he
added. “I remember how not-ready to
talk I was, we all were, and after later con-

versations I was able to detect improvement in my ability to produce language.”
Although Robin acknowledged that
speaking to people in Russia won’t give
his students a “linguistic breakthrough”
by itself, he calls the program “motivational.”
“The kids like it way better than communicating (just) with each other,” he
said. “I find that they are more enthusiastic, and the conversation is just better.”
In the past, Robin has set up international conversational exchanges using his
contacts with Russian students, families
and professionals.
“How I choose the people who will
be talking to my students is that they are
mostly personal connections, like friends
I have in Russia or their families,” he
said. “I plan on keeping it at my own
personal connections. There are also lots
of little bureaucratic issues to deal with if
I wanted to expand it, but what I’m doing
now is effective.”
Robin said that despite the program’s

PEACE
from p. 5
became more pronounced in his
village.
“Kids would walk to school
with their little knapsacks and their
mothers would tell me how happy
they were that their children were
getting an education,” he said. “I
don’t judge my Peace Corps experience on the concrete projects I
did. It was more about speaking
with the families that lived there.”
Peace Corps volunteers are
shaken to the core by the original
shock of the living conditions and
the isolation they feel, then build
themselves back up during the
two years of immersion, Chatellier
said. He was shocked when he first
saw his mud hut, but it was his
home for two years and he grew
fond of it.
As a volunteer, he worked in
Agro-forestry, helping his community improve their environmental
sustainability, but one of the biggest impacts he made was that he
started a girls’ soccer team in his
community. Now girls’ soccer is a
permanent part of the region. He
also started a cashew nut processing company with his Senegalese
friend, which promotes organic
farming and fair trade.
“I am the person I am today
because of Peace Corps,” Chatellier
said.
In the 1970s, GW was a politically active campus, where inter-

advantages, the eight-hour time difference between D.C. and Russia “makes
finding people in Russia willing to do this
very difficult.”
Broadband connectivity there is also
an issue, he explained.
“There, the economic situation is
reverse. Here (in America), students go
to school and expect to get and receive
awesome Internet connections through
campus and in their dorms,” he said.
“There, it’s the opposite. Russian schools
want students to have the better connections at home.”
DeAguiar said he appreciated the
experimental nature of Robin’s class, and
recommends its usefulness to all foreign
language students.
“Every other language should get
involved in something like this,” he said.
“Professor Robin’s class helped me more
than anything else when I studied abroad
last semester in St. Petersburg, Russia. He
really likes what he’s doing and is serious
about it.” n

national awareness was a top
priority among students. Richard
Feldman, who graduated from
GW with a Bachelor’s Degree in
international affairs in 1978, joined
the Peace Corps in 1979, the year
U.S. President Jimmy Carter gave
the Peace Corps full autonomy.
“It was not long after Vietnam
and younger people felt highly of
public service. The Peace Corps
was a very noble thing to do,” he
said. “To be in the Peace Corps,
you had to have a strong sense of
adventure, be able to adapt to different environments and be open
to cultural differences.”
Feldman, 50, was stationed in
Ecuador, but got his Peace Corps
training in Costa Rica. Throughout
the years he kept in touch with
his Peace Corps family in Costa
Rica and later returned there to
found a business, called Medical
Tourism in Costa Rica. He is now
a legal resident of Costa Rica and
splits his time between there and
Philadelphia.
“I have a fondness for the people I met there. I would never have
moved to Costa Rica if it weren’t
for the Peace Corps,” Feldman
said. “It affected me profoundly.”
Praya Baruch, 29, a graduate
student at GW with a Bachelor’s
degree in chemistry, always wanted to live abroad, not just visit a
country. She worked in the Peace
Corps’ HIV/AIDS program in
Ghana and still works for the program at Peace Corps’ D.C. headquarters.
“I have always found the science of the virus very unsettling.

It’s such a simple disease but
wreaks havoc on so many lives,”
she said.
In the village where she lived,
there was so much stigma and discrimination that surrounded the
disease, and no matter how many
education sessions she had, or teen
group meetings she led, Baruch
knew that education was not the
way to stop it. While an undergraduate at GW, Baruch volunteered at Student Health Services
and worked on HIV/AIDS issues,
but that experience didn’t prepare
her for the lack of support for
those infected with the virus in her
village.
“In Ghana, it’s very rural, and
those infected don’t have access to
treatment and there is no confidentiality. Their status could be leaked
to their village and they could be
kicked out of their house with no
hope and no support,” she said. “I
spoke to women who were commercial sex workers, and I asked
them ‘you have all this education,
you know what AIDS is, why do
you do this?’ And they told me
that they needed to feed their children. I realized that they needed
more than education – they needed alternatives.”
Baruch,ChatellierandFeldman
have all given alternatives to the
communities where they served,
and continue to stay connected
with their second homes. Alumni
from GW go to the Peace Corps
because they need more than
an education. They need to, like
Chatellier said, “put (their) studies
into context.” n
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OMAN
from p. 3
wage labor and the existence
of a free trade agreement could
make Oman an attractive location for (American) firms.”
In a question-and-answer
period following the lecture,
an audience member asked the
ambassador about the dangers
of allowing such rapid globalization in a nation as small as
Oman. Al Mughairy replied,
“We want development, but
not at the expense of our culture and traditions.”
It is a balancing act, but one
Oman is excelling at, she said.
“We do modernize” the
Ambassador told the audience,
but “if you visit Oman you can

AFRICA
from p. 3
the university. The government
is wary of expanding the private
sector of education, she said.
These roadblocks have not
stopped Dawit. Her university
graduated its ﬁrst class in 2006
and plans to add a fourth department in March and offer a masters program once three classes of
students have graduated. There

FACEBOOK
from p. 1

the photo-sharing site Webshots.
Pictures still viewable on blogs
and other Web sites show blindfolded and bound players drinking, kissing each other and giving lap-dances to the men’s soccer
team.
Allen, of the GW golf program,
said athletes have a responsibility
to uphold their team’s reputation

see that people are (still) very
traditional.”
The Elliott School selected
Aisha Al Kharusi, a senior
from Oman, to introduce Al
Mughairy at the lecture. She
said in an interview with The
Hatchet that “the benefits (of
the FTA) outweigh its slight
costs.”
Al Kharusi pointed to the
increased efficiency of Omani
companies who compete with
Western companies as well as
the new job opportunities the
FTA presents as evidence of her
opinion.
With the 2006 ratification of
the FTA Oman—which in 1833
was the first Arab nation to
engage in trade with the United
States—became the fifth Middle
Eastern country to sign a formal
Free Trade Agreement.
The ambassador said it is

part of a larger, unofficial initiative aimed at establishing
bilateral free trade between the
United States and all Gulf Coast
Countries by 2013. Kuwait and
the United Arab Emirates are
currently engaged in bilateral
negotiations with the United
States, the Ambassador said.
The initiative, however, is
more difficult in application
than in theory. An original
plan that called for a multinational trade agreement with
the United States was scrapped
some time ago because of disparities regarding World Trade
Organization membership.
“It’s getting more and more
difficult to have free trade
with the U.S.” Al Mughairy
said. Regarding an AmericanKuwaiti trade agreement, the
ambassador said simply “It will
not be easy.” n

are currently 306 students, and
45 instructors at Kisama, which is
located in Ethiopia’s capital city of
Addis Ababa.
According to Dawit, all 91
students of Kisama’s graduating
class of 2006 are employed. In addition, employers are impressed
by the skills and professionalism
of the graduates and are asking
the university to send them more
students.
This, Dawit said, is a credit to
the education that the students are
receiving at Kisama. She and others believe that the future of Ethio-

pia lies in technological knowhow. Without it, the nation will
not be able to develop, she said.
Over the next ﬁve to 10 years,
Dawit hopes to see Kisama continue to grow. She also plans to
continue research and development into construction material,
solar and wind energy and town
planning. n

online.
“Your behavior when you’re
representing yourself is one thing,
but when you’re representing your
teammates and your coach, that’s
another thing,” the coach said. He
added that many of the coaches he
speaks to regularly are checking
their team’s Facebook profiles.
Senior Associate Director of
Athletics Mary Jo Warner said it is
up to individual coaches to determine what is considered appropriate online activity. Her department
See ONLINE, p. 10
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SPOTTED

SPORTS

Former GW standout Danilo (J.R.) Pinnock
left his team in Germany and hopes to catch on
with a team in Israel, Italy or the NBA Development League, he told The Hatchet.

Jake Sherman – Sports Editor (jsherman@gwhatchet.com)
Joanna Shapes – Asst. Sports Editor (jshapes@gwhatchet.com)

Look for more at Hatchetblogs.com
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Streak
hits
11
games
No. 11/12 GW pummels La Salle to move to 18-2 overall
by Joanna Shapes
Assistant Sports Editor
PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 28 — Since
beating Georgia Dec. 28, junior Sarah-Jo
Lawrence has struggled. The forward,
who averages 12.7 points per game, has
posted just two double-digit performances in seven since torching the Bulldogs for
12 points and three steals in December.
But this weekend, it semmed like Lawrence experienced a resurgence.
Nearing the end of a four-game road
stretch Sunday, during which Lawrence is
averaging 13.6 points, she found a groove
and scored 20 points on 7-for-12 shooting
to lead the No. 11/12 GW women’s basketball team (AP, ESPN/USA Today) to a
71-47 romp over La Salle in Philadelphia.
The win extends GW’s winning streak to
11 games.
Joe McKeown, GW’s head coach, said
he would like the 16 points she scored in

GW’s 70-57 win against Dayton in Ohio
and the 20 points here in Pennsylvania to
help her as the Colonials defend its ranking and aim for an A-10 championship.
“Hopefully this will give her some
conﬁdence going into February,” McKeown said. “She’s in the gym 24 hours a
day. For her, she just loves the game. She’s
a workaholic.”
The Colonials (18-2, 7-0 Atlantic 10)
scored the game’s ﬁrst six points and
jumped out to an early 12-2 advantage.
The Explorers (15-7, 3-4 A-10) chipped
away at GW’s 22-point ﬁrst-half advantage with a 9-0 run that left GW up 34-20
at halftime.
The Colonials are 13-0 when leading at the half and this game proved no
different. Sophomore Jessica Adair got
18 points and 12 rebounds, her fourth
double-double of the season, to help the
Colonials. Junior Kim Beck had 12 points
and ﬁve assists.

La Salle’s powerful sharp shooter
Carlene Hightower had six points, a departure from her average of 18.1 points
per game this year.
GW head coach Joe McKeown said he
thought his team’s strong defense helped
conquer the Explorers.
“I think our size helped,” McKeown
said. “(Junior Whitney Allen) is one of the
top defensive players in the country. She’s
a 5-foot-11 player who can guard a point
guard or a center. She did a great job on
Hightower.”
La Salle senior Crista Ricketts was
the only La Salle player in double ﬁgures,
scoring 16 points.
The Colonials ﬁnish their four-game
road trip at Richmond Feb. 3. The Spiders
are 3-3 in the A-10 and 9-12 overall.n
photos by Erin Shea/photo editor

Freshman Robin Murphy (left) and
sophomore Chantelle John.

MEN’S BASKETBALL

Colonials move to
ﬁrst place in A-10
behind Rice’s 27
by Andrew Alberg
Senior Staff Writer

SOUTH KINGSTOWN, R.I.—
The GW’s men’s basketball team was
forced to practice in a cold gym Friday, the day before its 82-78 win over
Rhode Island that gave the Colonials
(15-4, 6-1 Atlantic-10) sole possession
of ﬁrst place in the Atlantic 10.
The low temperature, not a favorite of any athlete, aggravated junior
Maureece Rice’s lingering cough and
cold, but Rice was his cool self Saturday, scoring 27 points and hitting all
10 of his free throws.
“It was one of those nights where
I was just feeling it from the beginning,” Rice said in between coughs.
He “felt it” from the beginning,
but it was during the game’s last
minute that he was at his best. After
Rhode Island junior Will Daniels tied
the game at 73 with a little more than
a minute left, GW coach Karl Hobbs
called a timeout, after which Rice immediately swished a three with a man
in his face.
Rice added four free throws in the
ﬁnal 16 seconds to help the Colonials
keep its lead. As a team, GW made 16
of 18 free throws, its best performance
of the year.
“I’m ecstatic,” Hobbs said. “We
needed every single free throw tonight. When you’re on the road,
you’ve got to catch breaks and the ball
has to bounce your way a little bit.”
Rice’s backcourt mate, senior Carl
Elliott, did what he traditionally does
– made big plays as the clock ticked
towards zero. Down four with about
ﬁve minutes left, Elliott, who ﬁnished
with 18 points, six rebounds and four
assists, stroked two threes within a
minute, then hit two free throws with
28 seconds left to put the team up
four.
“When it gets under ﬁve minutes,
we really seem to come together,”
Hobbs said. “We really seem to focus
and guys seem to understand the situation.”

Hobbs spoke glowingly about
freshman Travis King, who showed
no signs of timidity in hitting a contested three-pointer that give GW the
lead with about two minutes remaining. King’s role, Hobbs said, is to
take the onus of handling the ball off
of Rice and Elliott, allowing them to
score more.
Along with free throws, GW’s lack
of turnovers allowed it to overcome a
nine-point deﬁcit with 10:35 remaining in the game. The Colonials turned
the ball over only once in the second
half, giving them an opportunity to
score on every possession and preventing Rhode Island fast breaks.
The Rams were without their only
senior, center Darrell Harris, who did
not play due to a high ankle sprain.
Considering Hobbs said that his
team’s weakness was stopping “big,
strong and physical” players, the 6foot-10, 220-pound center may have
changed the outcome in URI’s favor
had he played.
Daniels and sophomore Jimmy
Baron led URI with 17 points each,
with Baron hitting ﬁve of 10 three
pointers.
“I’m sweating just hearing his
name,” Hobbs said of Baron. “When
we came into this game, he was the
one guy we were concerned about ...
He’s got a good argument to be ﬁrst
team all-league.”
Sophomore Rob Diggs scored 14
points on 7-for-9 shooting for GW and
senior Dokun Akingbade scored 11,
shooting ﬁve-for-ﬁve. Each team shot
50.9 percent from the ﬁeld.
Hobbs previously told his team
that a four game in-conference winning streak would go a long way towards winning the conference; the win
over the Rhode Island was their ﬁfth
straight and gave them a half-game
lead over the Rams in the conference.
The Colonials continue their threegame road trip Wednesday when they
travel to Dayton, followed by a game
against St. Louis Saturday in Missouri. n
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(Left) Senior Carl Elliott defends Rhode Island’s Jimmy Baron Saturday during GW’s 82-78 road win over Rhode Island in Kingston, R.I. (Below left) GW
head coach Karl Hobbs speaks to freshman Travis King during Saturday’s
game. (Below) Elliott hits the ground and a foul is called on the Ram player.

ANALYSIS

Rebuilding, young but still winning
by Jake Sherman
Sports Editor

SOUTH
KINGSTOWN,
R.I.
—
Overachieving.
NIT team. Terms that Karl
Hobbs, GW’s head coach, has
coined during his press conferences that became GW basketball lore.
In eight relatively relaxed minutes after GW beat Rhode Island
74-68 at Ryan Center, Hobbs used
the word “young” six times. He
called the Rams “terriﬁc” twice
and its sharp shooting guard Jimmy Baron the same adjective once.
Senior Carl Elliott and junior Maureece Rice, both of whom seem
to have righted their free-throw
shooting slumps here Saturday, are
“terriﬁc” from the foul line.
The coach uses superlatives,
or rather “Hobbisms” as they are
called by some, to describe a team
he has characterized as “young”
and “rebuilding” countless times
this season. The team, which is on
a ﬁve-game winning streak and in
ﬁrst place in the Atlantic 10, has
beaten the teams in second and
third place and sits in the top four
in more than half of the league’s
team statistic categories.
During its current ﬁve-game
winning streak, GW has been taken down to the wire but ultimately

prevailed against some of the
conference’s toughest competition.
A team rife with youth, picked to
ﬁnish ﬁfth in the preseason media
poll, is looking like a serious threat
in this conference.
But there is a method to this
madness that seems to be successful in this ultra fast-paced system.
Hobbs and other members of the
team assign the younger players “older brothers” to expedite a
learning process that could take
upwards of a season. Last season,

Hobbs reminisced after Saturday’s
game, Rob Diggs was the little
brother of Mike Hall and Omar
Williams. This year, freshman Travis King is the little brother of Elliott and Rice.
“I most certainly believe that
the veteran guys that left this program, I think they passed down
some pretty good lessons to these
young guys,” Hobbs said.
With King, who is averaging
5.7 points in nearly 22 minutes per
game this year, the ability to make

a difference is essential. Without a high-scoring swingman
such as Danilo (J.R.) Pinnock
or a strong power forward like
Mike Hall, the burden of the
team’ scoring falls on Rice and
Elliott. King’s ability to handle
the ball and control the offense
sets Rice and Elliott free, with
more ability to score.
“We threw him in a tough
situation,” Hobbs said. “I think
at one time he was the only
freshman on the ﬂoor.”
The ability to whittle away
at second-half leads, as GW
did to Rhode Island’s ninepoint advantage Saturday, is
a skill not learned in practice
but acquired in game situations. Throughout the four
years Elliott has been playing
at GW, he has been involved
with scores of miracle shots,
most notably against Charlotte last year and at Dayton
two years ago. Rice and Elliott are the only two players
remaining at GW that played
in both of those games, where
last-second shots by Elliott
ended both contests.
In this conference, where the
worst teams frequently beat the
best, the Colonials will need the
leadership of the old and the newly

acquired experience of the young
to extend its streak to its next home
game on Feb. 10.
On Wednesday, the Colonials
will take on Dayton in Ohio. In its
history, GW is 4-6 at UD Arena.

The 13,000-seat venue is often sold
out and is considered one of the
toughest places to play in the A-10.
But if King is under Elliott’s
wing, that could bode well with
the clock winding down. n
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101 - LOST
THE CONSUMER MEDITATION is one of
several programs offered to the community by the George Washington University
Law School. Law students working under
the supervision of an attorney and clinical professor act as neutral third parties
in mediating disputes between local consumers and businesses. Our mediation
services are offered free of charge to residents of the greater D. C. metropolitan
area, including suburban Maryland and
Virginia. We aim our efforts at helping people reach solutions that are acceptable to
both the consumer and the business. The
Consumer Mediation Clinic does not offer
legal advice or representation. We operate to help consumers and businesses
reach their own negotiated settlements of
disputes without court action. We are an
alternative dispute resolution program. A
mediation case is brought to our attention
by a local consumer involved in a dispute
with a business. Our ﬁrst step is to send
a letter to a business which describes our
service and sets forth the consumerís description of the nature of the dispute. The
student mediator then begins a dialogue
with each of the parties toward the goal
of helping them reach a mutually agreeable resolution. is generally open from
10am to 5pm, Monday through Thursday.
The Clinic is closed December, May, and
August. To obtain more information or to
request assistance, call (202) 994.7260.

255 - SALE DC

460 - TRAVEL

DUPONT FULL 1 BD CONDO GEM
Throwing money away? Own for less
than rent! $314,900 (as low as $1500
in total monthly payment). We pay your
closing costs. Open house every Sunday
from 1p-5p. Perfect location! 5 minute
walk from Dupont Circle and Foggy Bottom Metro stations and GWU in upscale,
beautiful neighborhood. Roof deck pool
for parties & sunning. Spacious layout,
stainless steel appliances, plenty of closet
space in a newly renovated, pet friendly
building. Please contact Julie to visit at
202-365-3506. 1260 21st St, NW, #107.

DON’T MISS OUT! Spring Break 2007 is
approaching and STS is offering specials
to this yearís hottest destinations! Call
for savings 1.800.648.4849 or visit www.
ststravel.com.

505 - ADOPTIONS
ADOPTION Loving, childless couple
wishing to adopt an infant. Able to pay
legal & medical expenses. Call Karen &
Mitch DAY OR NIGHT: 1-800-597-6914 or
email: karenandmitch@cox.net

270 - SUBLETS OFFERED

665 - PART TIME

665 - PART TIME

SMALL, BUSY LITIGATION FIRM seeks
Full-Time Legal Assistant to draft legal
documents and provide litigation assistance to trial attorneys. Applicants must
be highly motivated and detail-oriented.
Fax, email oe mail resume to: Please
indicate availability. PRESSLER & SENFTLE, P. C. Three McPherson Square 927
15th St, N. W. 12th Floor Washington,
D. C. 20052 Fax:(202)331-7587 Email:
riselliandpressler@yahoo.com

PART-TIME RESEARCHERS NEEDED
Call corporations to verify existing data
and obtain new data. No selling. Position
will last several months. $11/hr, casual
environment, various shifts available MF 9am-5pm. Applicants must be reliable
and have great attention to detail. Submit
resumes to hr@judydiamond.com.

AS PART OF OUR EXPANSION program a small company is looking for part
time Work from home account managers
and sales representatives, it pays $3000
a month plus beneﬁts and takes only
little of your time. Please contact us for
more details. Requirements - Should be
a computer Literate. 2-3 hours access to
the internet weekly. Must be over 20yrs
of age. Must be Efﬁcient and Dedicated.
If you are interested and need more information, Please send e-mail to Gwen.
michael@gmail.com

620 - INTERNSHIPS, PAID

BROWSE & LIST FREE!

EGG DONATION Now interviewing applicants to be egg donors for medical proceedings $5000.00 + expenses www.surrogacy-solutions.com 1-800-277-4004 or
301-421-0085 Shrybman Law Ofﬁces, P.

www.TheSublet.com

All Cities & Areas! 201-265-7900

460 - TRAVEL

INTERNSHIP/PAID. WANTED: Aggressive, outgoing go-getter to work with
ﬁnancial adviser at UBS Financial Services. Call Bill Flanigan, vice-president,
301-718-5036.

610 - CHILD CARE

SPRING BREAK IN LONDON 2007 The
best Spring Break ever! $549 pp, and
includes bed and breakfast, free drinks
night, an amazing daylong sightseeing
tour and river cruise, a weekly transport
travelcard, a London guidebook, an optional Da Vince Code tour and pub crawl
and lots more! 1 800 599 8635;
sales@springbreaklondon.com;
www.
springbreaklondon.com. 800-599-8635 x
ID 2497289

Check the Online
Classiﬁeds 24/7
at
gwhatchet.com

615 - FULL TIME

FRONT DESK COORDINATOR General
Dentist practice seeking enthusiastic person w/ excellent communication skills.
Computer literate is a must. Full time
position. Email philip.m.maiese@verizon.
net

510 - DONORS

Apts, Sublets & Rooms

665 - PART TIME

SITTERS WANTED. $10+/HOUR Register FREE for jobs at: student-sitters.com.

!BARTENDING! UP TO $300/DAY No
experience necessary. Training provided.
800-965-6520x171.

Your Ad Could Be

POSITIONS AVAILABLE AT SOHO Tea
and Coffee. Full-time and part-time. Must
be able to do weekends and graveyard

Here!!!!

We accept American Express,
Discover, MasterCard, and VISA cards, as well as
cash & checks through the office.

CALLING PROJECT ASSISTANT Assistant supervisor of seasonal project
needed. Directly supervise small team of
tele-researchers. Perform administrative
tasks and review work. Strong attention
to detail required. Start late January, work
through early-mid May. $13/hr M-F 9am5pm. Send resume to hr@judydiamond.
com.
ESPRESSO BAR WORKERS Le Bon
Cafe is looking for friendly, responsible
students to work evenings at its espresso
bar in the Arena Stage lobby. Located in
southwest one block from Waterfront metro. A great job for students! We offer ﬂexible schedules, and thereís down time to
study before intermission begins. You can
also get free theater tickets! Pay is $9 per
hour. E-mail Sandra@splendidfare.com
or call 571-237-4843 if youíre interested.
OFFICE ASSISTANT foggy bottom. 5-10
hrs wk, private psychotherapy practice
near campus. opportunity for student
(good GPA) or retiree. ﬂexible hours
(some friday hours required). familiarity
w/health insurance billing helpful. work
includes manual ledger entry, ﬁling, some
home PC & internet access. $7.00/hr.
(202) 457-9122

P/T ACCTG CLERK/data entry for law
ﬁrm located near Farragut North Metro.
Day hours only. 10-15 hrs per week. $12/
hr. Email resume to clayman@dclawﬁrm.
com
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shifts. Call 202-463-7646.
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Healthy Volunteers Needed for Child
& Adolescent Mental Health Research
You may be eligible if you are:
• Between the ages of 10-17
• Medically healthy
• Free of current or past history of psychiatric illness
• Free of a history of head trauma with loss of consciousness
• Not currently taking any medication
Researchers at the NIMH are seeking healthy child and
adolescent volunteers to participate in studies on mood and
anxiety disorders. Participation in these studies may include a
physical exam, lab work, brain imaging, and/or psychological
interviews. The studies are conducted at the NIH Clinical
Center in Bethesda, Maryland.
Compensation is provided.

Please call:

301-594-8705

(TTY: 1-866-411-1010)

http://patientinfo.nimh.nih.gov
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SyndicationSales
SalesCorporation
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609
609Greenwich
GreenwichStreet,
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NewYork,
York,N.Y.
N.Y.10014
10014
For
ForInformation
InformationCall:
Call:1-800-972-3550
1-800-972-3550
National Institute of Mental Health
National Institutes of Health, Department of Health & Human Services
For
ForRelease
ReleaseThursday,
Monday, January 25,
29, 2007
or for other studies: www.clinicaltrials.gov
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If you can’t get your fill in
class, or if two puzzles a
week is just not enough,
check out
www.gwhatchet.com/puzzles

for a new crossword and
sudoku everyday!
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SECRETARY
from p. 3
event, Sesno said that Snow’s
skirted responses to questions
about failures in Iraq reﬂect the
Bush administration’s reluctance to realize their own miscalculations.
“They have clearly made
the decision that they are going
to acknowledge very little in the
way of mistakes and certainly
very few speciﬁcs,” Sesno said.
He added that Snow provided “an effective case” for
why American forces should
not immediately withdraw
from Iraq.
President Bush’s ability to
disregard ﬂuctuating public
opinion and stay focused on
winning the war is what has
made him a great president,
Snow said. Success, he added,
will come only when Iraq is
able to function as a safe, democratic society.
“(Winning) does not mean
an end to violence, because
frankly, violence may persist
for some time,” Snow said.

The GW Hatchet
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ONLINE
from p. 7
receives tips about questionable Web content, and she often
responds by calling the coach of
the team.
“Every coach is addressing it,”
Warner said. “(It’s) really important to be cautious.”
Warner said that players can
put their teams at risk by violating
school policies as well as drug and
alcohol laws. The school’s reputation is also a factor.
“Obviously we want to protect the image of the University
and the athletic department,”
Warner said.
Senior Bob Rohr, a member of
the golf team, said he would rather have his coach checking up on
his online photos than members of
the athletic administration.
“If (Allen) is looking at our
pictures and he sees something he
doesn’t like – which is probably
underage drinking – he would
just be cool and say, ‘Take it down
because it’s against policy, it’s
against the law,’” Rohr said.
Allen hopes his online presence will cause players to think
twice before compromising his
team’s reputation. “Don’t think
that because I’m not invited to the
party I’m not going to see what
you are doing there,” he said.
GW’s criminal justice system
With more than 21,000 users
in Facebook’s GW network,
University investigators routinely
use the site’s rich supply of personal information in the course of
their jobs.
There are eight profiles on
Facebook registered to the e-mail
addresses of UPD staff members.
Unlike other profiles, those of
UPD detectives and officers have
little to no information, friends or
photos – content often associated
with normal social networking.
University Police Chief Dolores
Stafford said her department uses
the social networking site for law
enforcement purposes.
“Facebook is one of many
resources UPD uses to assist in the
investigation of a reported incident/crime,” Stafford wrote in an
e-mail last week.
She said that while the department does not use the site to initiate
investigations, evidence from the
site could be sufficient to charge
a student with a crime. When
asked if other sites like MySpace
or YouTube are examined, Stafford
said UPD uses “all resources that
are available to us.”
Students should not be under

the impression that their online
actions are private, Stafford said.
“Always use common sense
and understand that there should
not be any expectation of privacy with information that students post in the public domain,”
Stafford said.
In 2005, members of the unrecognized fraternities APES and
Sigma Alpha Mu received warning letters from Student Judicial
Services about alleged alcohol
and drug use. SJS Director Tara
Woolfson said at the time she used
Facebook as a tool to determine
the members of the groups.
Woolfson said last week that
SJS does not police the Internet
looking for students violating
University policy. “The more
likely scenario is that someone
actually brings the picture of other
on-line information to SJS and not
just refer us to this type of information,” Woolfson wrote in an
e-mail.
SJS might proactively use the
Internet, Woolfson added, if officials have reason to believe that a
student’s health or well-being is in
jeopardy.
Student activities
Students active in campus life
have also been subject to Facebook
scrutiny.
Colonial Inauguration organizers said that they expect student Cabinet members to maintain
a dignified image both in person
and online. Questionable content
posted on the Internet is censored,
officials said.
“If it’s in public, then it
needs to be professional,” said CI
Director Renee Clement, “or at
least something that’s going to
reflect (on) you and the University
community in a positive light.”
Clement, who is also an
associate director of the Student
Activities Center, said that unless
someone directs her to a specific
person’s online activity, she only
reads the profiles of her friends.
She added, however, that there
have been several instances when
Cabinet members have joined
groups she deemed inappropriate, and she asked them to remove
that information from their profile. In those cases, which she said
focused on drunkenness, Clement
instructed CI student supervisors
to remind the Cabinet members to
be careful.
Her fear, she said, is that
incoming freshmen will begin
their GW careers with the wrong
impression of the student body.
“We make sure that we’re not closing people off to the GW community over something as silly as
Facebook,” Clement said.

SAC Director Tim Miller, who
has purview over all registered
student organizations, said groups
should take time to monitor what
they post online.
Miller, who has a Facebook profile with 274 online friends at GW,
said that while he doesn’t police
the Internet, he has to respond to
problems that are brought to his
attention. He said inappropriate
content is more apparent because
of Facebook “news feeds” – a fourmonth-old feature that lists online
friends’ recently posted photos
and profile changes.
“If someone came up to me
and said that a club has pictures of
its members really drunk – including the underage ones – I would
go look (into it) ... Those things can
come back to haunt those members,” Miller said.
So far, SAC has not punished
any student organizations because
of online material, but Miller is
taking measures to prevent a serious problem from arising. He is
creating flyers to educate students
on how to best represent those
groups in online settings.

Privacy concerns
A primary mission of
Facebook, according to the site, is
for users to “create profiles to connect with friends, share interests,
join groups,” among other social
activities. When asked whether it
is against the purpose of the networking site for members to monitor and censor others, Facebook
spokesperson Meredith Chin
declined to say if this practice was
right or not.
Regardless of a person’s purpose in being a registered user,
Chin said anyone with a “.edu”
e-mail address is permitted to be
on the site. She added that the
company encourages members to
turn on privacy controls to prevent
strangers from viewing personal
information.
Computer science professor
Lance Hoffman, a cyber ethics specialist, said students should treat
the Internet as a public space.
“It seems to me that if ... you
ought to be smart enough to realize that if you have a Facebook
account, anybody in the world
can look at it – including UPD
officers,” Hoffman said.
He explained that the school
is not invading students’ privacy
because they forego their right to
privacy each time they log on to
social networking sites.
“If you put it out to the world
then you have to expect that the
world is going to come to your
doorstep.” n
–David Ceasar contributed to
this report.

