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CCAS to name dean candidates

by Niketa Kumar
Hatchet Reporter 

GW’s largest college will release a list 
of five candidates to be the next dean of 
the school by the end of February, said 
Leslie Jacobson, the head of the search 
committee

The search committee will con-
duct interviews for the five candidates 
between February and March, and then 
recommend their top three choices, she 
said. 

Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Donald Lehman, President Stephen Joel 
Trachtenberg and President-elect Steven 
Knapp will then review each of these 
candidates. Lehman said student groups 
like the Student Association will also be 
meeting with the applicants. The position 

of dean has been vacant since June 2006. 
Jacobson, also the chair of the depart-

ment of Theater and Dance, said that the 
14-person selection committee received 
about 100 applications and that the pro-
cess is following the time schedule the 
committee envisioned. The committee 
is comprised of nine faculty representa-
tives, two student representatives, one 
representative from the National Council 
of Arts and Sciences and a representa-
tive from the vice president of Academic 
Affairs’ office.

Lehman said he would like to see 
a dean “who is experienced and very 
capable of raising funds for the school.” 
He added that the dean should “under-
stand how to work with the faculty in 
a major research university while being 
very cognizant of the education of the 
undergraduate students.”

 The last two deans of the Columbian 
College have served for four years before 
leaving for other positions. Interim Dean 
Diana Lipscomb, the acting dean of the 
school, has served since this June when 
William Frawley became president of 
Mary Washington University in Virginia. 

Lipscomb replaced initial interim dean 
Lee Sigelman after he stepped down for 
health reasons that same month. Frawley 
announced he would be leaving his post 
at GW last February and vacated the post 
in June.

Lehman said he wants to hire a dean 
who will stay in the position for at least 
seven years as frequent changes in lead-
ership can impact what can be accom-
plished in the schools.

“What might have been a path to cer-
tain conclusions gets broken,” he said.  

If all goes according to schedule, the 
new dean should take office in July 2007, 
Jacobson said. She also said committee 
members are looking specifically at each 
candidate’s academic and administration 
credentials, fundraising dedication and 
ability, and commitment to GW’s teach-
ing mission. 

“The criteria have always had high 
standards,” said Jacobson. She added 
that the committee has been dedicated 
to finding a “remarkable person for this 
college and school.”

List of five names to be 
released by the end of 
the month

See SEARCH, p. 8
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Sen. Barack Obama (D-Ill.) spoke to College Democrats from GW, Georgetown, George Mason and American University 
during a “Yes We Can” rally at George Mason University Friday afternoon. College Democrates from around the nation 
congregated this weekend to hear possible presidential candidates make speeches across the city. 

Obama addresses D.C. students
College activists follow possible ‘08 presidential candidates 

by Brandon Butler
and Nick Marell 
Hatchet Reporters

As Democratic presiden-
tial candidates made their 
way in and around the belt-
way this weekend, in their 
footsteps were hundreds 
of members of the college 
democrats from around the 
country. 

At the Democratic 
National Committee’s win-
ter meeting in downtown 
D.C., the College Democrats 
of America hosted a leader-
ship summit that included 
strategizing for the upcom-
ing primaries and informa-
tion sessions. As part of the 
event, members of the GW 
College Democrats heard 
the major candidates for 
the Democratic presidential 
nomination speak. 

“It’s a very exciting 
time,” said Troy Timmer, 
a sophomore and politi-
cal affairs director for the 
College Democrats. “It’s 
very vital for youth vot-
ers to become involved in 
this year ’s campaigning, 
and candidates are making 
direct appeals to us.”

One of the possible can-

didates making such an 
appeal is Sen. Barack Obama 
(D-Ill.), who at a “Yes We 
Can” rally on Friday, urged 
transformation, and said 
youth voters are the source 
of that change. 

“People ask what it is 
about me that is attract-
ing crowds,” Obama 
said. “The truth is it 
is not about me. It is 
about you. I am just a 
vehicle for our hopes 
and dreams. But I can 
only carry it so far.” 

The speech, 
at George Mason 
University, which was 
separate from the DNC 
meeting last week, was 
Obama’s first public 
rally since announc-
ing in mid-January that 
he would be forming 
an exploratory committee 
for the 2008 presidential 
race. Students from GW, 
Georgetown and American, 
gathered at GMU to hear 
Obama. One audience mem-
ber’s sign read, “I got here 
at 6 a.m. from California to 
hear you speak.”

About 3,000 people 
attended the rally, accord-
ing to Henry Kraemer, the 

college media liason for 
Students for Barack Obama.

Obama invigorated what 
he deemed an audience of 
potential volunteers and 
activists with the story of 
how he became involved in 
politics. The former editor 

of the Harvard Law Review 
worked on anti-Apartheid 
campaigns, volunteering in 
Chicago’s South Side, and 
eventually ran for Illinois 
state senator at the urging of 
the very same people he had 
volunteered to help. 

Obama called for reform 
on a number of contempo-
rary issues ranging from 
health care to Social Security 

and the War in Iraq, to edu-
cation reform in a global-
ized world.

Steering clear of any 
mentions of the 2008 cam-
paign, Obama instead 
focused on the spirit of his 
politics and the rally for stu-

dent activism, exempli-
fied in his explanation 
of the title of his latest 
book “The Audacity of 
Hope.”

“The easiest thing for 
us to do is accept inevi-
tability. What is truly 
audacious is to hope ... 
that the world as it is 
not the world that has to 
be,” he said. 

As a surprise to 
many in the audience, 
Obama hopped off of 
the stage after the con-
clusion of his speech 

into the thrusting signs and 
autograph requests of the 
audience.

“I have been to a lot 
of rallies before this, and I 
have never seen this kind of 
energy,” said Sam Jammal, a 
GW Law School student and 
finance director of Students 
for Barack Obama.

See OBAMA, p. 9
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Associate Justice Samuel Alito listens to arguments during the Law 
School’s annual Van Vleck Moot Court in Lisner Auditorium Thursday.

by Eric Roper
Senior Staff Writer

Associate Supreme Court 
Justice Samuel Alito presided 
over the Law School’s annual 
Van Vleck Moot Court Thurs-
day, marking the second con-
secutive year a member of 
the nation’s highest court has 
judged the com-
petition. 

More than 
1,200 students 
crowded the 
seats of Lisner 
Auditorium to 
hear the proceed-
ings, which are 
modeled after 
the U.S. appel-
late court system. 
Four students 
– two groups of 
two – presented 
cases supporting 
opposing sides 
of a problem au-
thored by Law 
School students. 

The problem argued before 
the Court focused on the appli-
cation of Fourth Amendment 
rights to private online chat 
rooms. In the fictional case, 
FBI agents used an Internet 
service provider to monitor a 
private message board with-
out a warrant after learning 
that several board members 
were donating money to over-

seas terrorist operations. 
“I thought they did a won-

derful job,” Alito said of the 
competitors. “They did a good 
job of explaining the Internet 
as much as needed to be ex-
plained for judges who may 
not always know a whole lot 
about it.”

P r e s i d i n g 
alongside Alito 
were appel-
late Judges Di-
ane Wood and 
José Cabranes. 
Throughout the 
hour-long event, 
the three-judge 
panel often in-
terrupted pre-
senters to ask 
questions and 
clarify ambigu-
ous statements. 
Last year, new-
l y - a p p o i n t e d 
Chief Justice of 
the United States 
John Roberts sat 

on the panel of judges. 
“I think it’s a very impor-

tant event in the life of the 
school,” said Law School Dean 
Fred Lawrence. “It’s a perfect 
example of where the curricu-
lar and extracurricular meet 
with the academic and practi-
cal.” 

The student participants 

Alito presides in 
moot court event

GW announced the ad-
dition of nine new partners 
to the Colonial Cash sys-
tem, but popular new gro-
cery store Trader Joe’s is not 
on the list. 

“Unfortunately, Trader 
Joe’s has decided not to ac-
cept the GWorld card at this 
time; however, the Univer-
sity will continue to pursue 
this opportunity from time 
to time in hopes that Trader 
Joe’s will one day become a 
partner,” said Nancy Haa-
ga, director of Campus Sup-
port Services, in an e-mail 
last week.

A Trader Joe’s spokes-
person declined to com-
ment for this story.

New additions to the 
GWorld system include: 
Wasabi Sushi, Crepeaway, 
Magic Gourd, Rumi Res-
taurant, Agua Ardiente, 
Carvings, Uptowner Cafe, 
Bubbles Salon and the 
Hummingbird Day Spa.

Haaga told The Hatchet 
in mid-September that the 

University had contacted 
Trader Joe’s about accept-
ing GWorld.

After the specialty gro-
cery store opened this fall 
at 24th and L Streets, it be-
came a popular market for 
students because of its close 
proximity to campus and 
the closing last year of the 
Marvin Center’s District 
Market. 

The Watergate Safeway, 
the other grocery store lo-
cated close to campus, also 
does not accept GWorld.

“I was excited when it 
was rumored that (Trader 
Joe’s) would be on GWorld,” 
freshman Joshua Sorkin 
said. “It could have been a 
good opportunity for both 
students and Trader Joe’s.” 

“It’s always good to 
have variety and more 
off campus restaurants,” 
Sorkin said. “Although it 
would have been nice to 
have a good supermarket 
on GWorld.”

  –Lindsay Corcoran

Trader Joe’s declines GWorld

See ALITO, p. 9

“The truth is it is not about 
me. It is about you. I am just 
a vehicle for our hopes and 

dreams.”

BARACK OBAMA
U.S. SENATOR (D-ILL.)

“It’s a perfect ex-
ample of where the 
curricular and ex-
tracurricular meet 
with the academic 

and practical.”

FRED LAWRENCE
DEAN OF THE LAW 

SCHOOL
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MONDAY

CI Staffer Info Session
Want to be a part of CI? 
Enjoy working with kids? 
Come find out more. 
7 to 9 p.m.
Marvin Center 414
Sponsored by Colonial 
Inauguration

TUESDAY

Senior Prom 2007 
Volunteer Orientation
Come learn about get-
ting involved with an event 
that honors and celebrates 
senior citizens in D.C. with a 
night of dinner dancing and 
interaction.
7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Marvin Center 302
Sponsored by the Office 
of Community Service—
Neighbors Project

District’s Funniest College 
Student
Come watch or compete in 
the fourth annual installment 
of this stand-up comedy 
competition. 
8 to 10 p.m.
Betts Theater
Sponsored by Program 
Board

WEDNESDAY

Sex and Banana Splits in 
the City
Come and discuss pertinent 
issues related to your sexual 
health.
9 to 11 p.m.
MVC Pub
Sponsored by the Health 
Outreach Peer Educators

CAMPUS 
CALENDAR

Ryder Haska/Hatchet photographer
Senior Dior Toney intercepts a pass intended for senior Peter 
Neems during a tackle football game at E Street park Satur-
day.  Players meet there at 2:30 every Saturday for a pick-up 
game.

SNAPSHOT E Street bowl

GW’s Masters in Business 
Administration program is the 
67th best in the world, according 
to the “Financial Times’” 2007 top 
full-time global M.B.A. programs 
report. 

GW ranked 75th in the 2006 
report and 97th in 2005.

“Our alumni are making great 
strides in the corporate world, ful-
filling their dreams, testifying to 
and demonstrating the value of 
their GW experience. We strive 
to provide our students with a 

program that meets both their 
educational and career goals. The 
Financial Times ranking recog-
nizes that we are meeting those 
goals,” said Susan M. Phillips, 
dean of GW’s School of Business, 
in a press statement.

The University of 
Pennsylvania’s Wharton School of 
Business was ranked No. 1 in the 
report, followed by the business 
schools at Columbia, Stanford, 
Harvard and the London Business 
School.

“We strive to continuously 
improve the rigor and relevance of 
the GW M.B.A.,” said Richard K. 
Green, associate dean for graduate 
programs, in a press release.

GW also placed 10th in the 
“Financial Times” doctoral rank-

ings that evaluate the number of 
doctoral graduates from the last 
three academic years. The rank-
ings also take into consideration 
those graduates assuming faculty 
positions at a top 50 school from 
the 2005 MBA report. 

 – Lizzie Wozobski

GW Diaspora, a new 

research and policy pro-
gram housed in the Institute 
for Global and International 
Studies in the Elliott School of 
International Affairs, will study 
groups displaced from their 
native lands.

“Governments and inter-
national organizations are 
beginning to acknowledge dia-
sporas as important political, 
economic and social actors on 
the global stage,” said Jennifer 
Brinkerhoff, the director of the 
program, in a press statement. 
“Diaspora remittances, human 
capital and entrepreneurship 

are increasingly acknowledged 
as vital to many developing 
economies across the globe.”

Diaspora is the study of a 
group that is forced to leave its 
native homeland. 

“The GW Diaspora program 
will address several issues 
that have become increasing-
ly important in international 
relations. This interdisciplin-
ary program will advance our 
understanding of these dynam-
ic challenges,” added Elliott 
School Dean Michael E. Brown 
in a press release.

–Lizzie Wozobski

GW in top 100 global MBA 
rankings

GWBRIEF

GW creates program on 
Diaspora studies

GWBRIEF

campus
Lizzie Wozobski – Campus News Editor (ewozobski@gwhatchet.com)
Jessica Calefati – Campus News Editor (jcalefati@gwhatchet.com)
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by Nicholas Profeta
Hatchet Reporter

Carvings, the newest 
dining venue on campus, 
will open by the end of this 
week in the first floor of Po-
tomac House, according to 
the restaurant’s owner Paul 
Park. 

Officials had previously 
said the dining venue in GW’s 
newest residence hall would 
open early last semester. 

“As with most con-
struction projects in D.C., 
it is difficult to estimate 
the timeframe that will be 
needed for official permit-
ting. The project experi-
enced delays in the early 
stages as a result of permit-
ting,” said Nancy Haaga, 
director of Campus Sup-
port Services, in an e-mail,  
of the reason Carvings did 
not open at the start of this 
semester as planned.

Haaga added that “The 
owner has been working 
diligently to obtain the re-
quired inspections and cer-
tificates to open this venue 
and we expect that the ven-
ue will open in early Febru-
ary 2007.”

The University accept-
ed Park’s proposal to con-
struct Carvings about one 
year ago. 

“We don’t expect any 
more delays. We just got 
the Certificate of Occupan-

cy, and the health inspec-
tion will be conducted on 
Monday,” Park said.

If all continues to go 
well, Park expects to be open 
and running by Friday. “It 
did take a long time to get it 
open ... but it was out of our 
hands,” Park said.

The venue will have a 
carving station and will also 
serve grilled items as well as 
items from a hot food bar.

Park said he expects 
Carvings to be popular 
among freshmen living on 
F Street, an area of campus 
where food options used to 
be limited. 

“That was one of the 
things the University had 
told us,” Park said. “That 
the freshmen dorms didn’t 
have any eating establish-
ments near them.”

Freshman Christina 
Carvino, a resident of Thur-
ston Hall, said “I would 
definitely go there for lunch 
when you just want to pick 
something up. That would 
be great.”

Arielle Krieger, a resi-
dent of Potomac House, 
said she also thinks fresh-
men will enjoy the ven-
ue. “I think people will 
definitely go there once 
it opens. It’s across the 
street from Thurston, and 
in Potomac, so I think 
people will definitely take 
advantage of it.” n
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Carvings to 
open this week 

Freshman goes to court for drugs

by Bryan Han
Hatchet Staff Writer

The freshman arrested in mid-
January for allegedly picking up 
a box containing marijuana from 
the GW Package Center is due 
in court next week for two drug 
charges.

Sriram Prakash will go 
before the D.C. Superior Court 
next Monday for possession with 
intent to distribute marijuana and 
possession of drug paraphernalia, 
said Channing Phillips, spokesper-
son for the U.S. Attorney’s Office 
for D.C. Although a police report 
stated Prakash received marijua-
na shipped across state borders, 
Phillips said there are no federal 

drug trafficking charges against 
the 18-year-old student.

Prakash could face up to 280 
days in jail and a fine up to $1,000 
if convicted of the first charge and 
up to 30 days in jail and a fine up 
to $100 if convicted of the second 
charge, Phillips said.

The status hearing follows 
Prakash’s arraignment on Jan. 26 
when he was formally charged 
with the two misdemeanors. At 
the hearing, attorneys will decide 
if the case will go to trial, if a 
plea bargain will be reached or if 
another status hearing is neces-
sary.

Phillips said that defendants 
facing their first drug charge can 
plead guilty to a much lesser sen-
tence.

“If someone has never been 
convicted of a drug offense before 
they have the option to plead 
guilty and go on probation,” he 
said. “If they complete their proba-
tion they can have the court purge 
the offense from their record.”

The University’s internal dis-
ciplinary actions against students 
arrested for drug distribution is 
unaffected by what happens in the 
courts, said Tara Woolfson, direc-
tor of Student Judicial Services.

Woolfson said SJS begins its 

own investigative process and 
advises the student of their rights 
when suspected of violating the 
“Code of Student Conduct” fol-
lowing an arrest.

In some situations, Woolfson 
said, an interim suspension may be 
given to a student while the inves-
tigation takes place. Suspension 
or expulsion from the University 
is a typical punishment for being 
found guilty of drug crimes.

“In certain cases where the 
student may be a danger, the 
University may give what’s called 
an interim suspension,” Woolfson 
said. “Interim suspension means 
that until the judicial process has 
an outcome, the student is tempo-
rarily removed from the univer-
sity.” 

Prakash is still enrolled at GW, 
as of Jan. 29, said Media Relations 
Director Tracy Schario.

Prakash said in an e-mail that 
he felt obliged not to comment 
further.

“I feel that what has hap-
pened to me is wrong, but that is  
between the University and me,” 
he wrote. “It is my sincere hope 
that I am allowed to continue my 
education as a Colonial.” n

No federal 
trafficking 
charges filed

Interested in becoming The 
Hatchet’s next web manager?

Do you enjoy developing web sites and pro-
grams? Are you skilled in PHP, HTML and CSS? 

Then the position of web manager may be 
for you. If you have the ability to quickly learn 

web programming, have exposure to InDesign 
or Photoshop as well as a flexible schedule, 
please contact Web Manager Greg Gross at 

ggross@gwhatchet.com.

8-12 hours/week

Contact Greg Gross at 
ggross@gwhatchet.com

by Tori Fosdal
Hatchet Reporter

Chaplain James J. Yee 
spoke Wednesday about his 
experiences serving 76 days in 
a Guantanamo Bay detention 
camp after being accused of 
espionage, spying and aiding 
alleged Taliban and Al-Qaeda 
prisoners.

The GW 
Islamic Soci-
ety sponsored 
Yee’s visit to 
campus, which 
packed the 
Marvin Cen-
ter ’s Grand 
B a l l r o o m 
with audi-
ence members 
interested in 
hearing Yee’s 
first-hand ac-
counts of his 
stay in the 
controversial 
U.S. military 
prison.

The detain-
ment camps in 
Cuba, which 
house individuals suspected 
of connections to terrorist 
groups, have received heavy 
criticism due to allegations of 
torture. 

A Chinese-American and a 
practicing Muslim, Yee began 
his stay at Guantanamo’s na-
val base as the prison’s Mus-
lim chaplain, before eventually 
becoming a prisoner himself. 

Yee is a graduate of West 
Point Academy who said he 
proudly represented Muslims 
in the U.S. military. Yee said 
he went to Guantanamo to 
educate prisoners about Islam, 
as well as to ensure that all 
prisoners were free to practice 
their chosen religion while in-
carcerated.  

Yee was recognized twice 

by U.S. military officials for 
his service at Guantanamo, 
but they became suspicious of 
Yee’s relationship with fellow 
Muslim prisoners and accused 
him of aiding U.S. enemies. 

“When they saw us (the 
Muslims) pray or read the Ko-
ran, these things mirrored be-
haviors they saw in (Muslim) 
prisoners,” Yee said. “Many 

A m e r i c a n 
Muslims were 
under suspi-
cion.”  

A f t e r 
nearly three 
months at 
G u a n t a n a -
mo’s naval 
base, the U.S. 
military ac-
quitted Yee 
of all charg-
es against 
him. Today, 
Yee spends 
time lectur-
ing about 
Guantanamo, 
Islam, Asian-
A m e r i c a n 
and religious 

diversity issues as well as the 
challenge to protect both na-
tional security and civil liber-
ties.

Yee also highlighted that 
many people have a miscon-
ception that there is a conflict 
between being both Muslim 
and American. 

Freshman Nour El Hou-
da Bouadis added that she 
thought Yee’s words were in-
spirational. “I have a better 
understanding after hearing 
him.”

Yee concluded by encourag-
ing students to “educate your-
selves about Guantanamo be-
cause you probably don’t realize 
that Guantanamo, Cuba, will be 
one of the biggest black marks in 
our nation’s history.” n

Chaplain weighs 
Guantanamo

“You proably don’t 
realize that 

Guantanamo, Cuba, will 
be one of the 

biggest black marks in 
our nation’s history.” 

JAMES YEE
CHAPLAIN WHO WAS HELD AT 

THE U.S. NAVAL PRISON

“I feel that what has hap-
pened to me is wrong, 
but that is  between the 

University and me.”

SRIRAM PRAKASH
GW FRESHMAN



Editor’s note: This is the fourth in a series of 
editorials about GW’s next president.

It is difficult for a person to have the 
confidence to succeed in most endeavors 
while facing an identity crisis. Inherently, 
competing inclinations prevent such a per-

son from utilizing 
their energy and 
talents toward a 
single purpose.

Such is the 
case with a Uni-
versity as well. 
At GW, dichoto-
mous forces are 

simultaneously advocating a classic liberal 
arts model and a formula for a specialized 
school for future politicians, soon-to-be 
journalists and the like. It is ultimately the 
new administration under Steven Knapp 
that will have to reckon with this conflict 
and choose a direction for GW.

GW’s identity crisis is an abstract con-
cept that is not immediately apparent. The 
University Bulletin touts a wide variety of 
classes in a broad spectrum of fields. Re-
viewing recent academic decisions over the 
past four years, however, reveals increased 
support for GW’s strong programs, such as 
international affairs, and decreased focus 
on its weaker areas, such as hard sciences.

A decision to commit to a specialty 
school model rather than a broader liberal 
arts education is not inherently poor. It is 

i m p o r t a n t , 
h o w e v e r , 
that Knapp 
and his staff 
decide on a 
course for the 
school, rather 
than let the 
current situ-
ation further 
deteriorate. 

Failure to 
choose a di-
rection and 
articulate a 
comprehen-
sive policy in 
support of it 
would result 
in a weaken-
ing of both a 
broad-based 
c u r r i c u l u m 
and more 

specialized education. Perhaps the best in-
dication of this failure can be seen in GW’s 
campus plan – the University will pour a 
substantial amount of money into the con-
struction of a new science center while 
many hard science programs have been 
stripped down and consolidated. Without 
a sound understanding of a unified vision 
for GW, the administration will continue to 
throw money at various initiatives on an 
inconsistent basis, leading to the degrada-
tion of overall quality.

If Knapp is able to achieve a unity of 
purpose for GW, further harmonization 
within various departments and offices 
will likely follow. A common student ob-
servation is that similar offices in different 
departments – academic advising, for ex-
ample – have huge disparities in terms of 
operation and quality of service. There also 
seems to be common confusion in the high-
er administrative offices about what goes 
on further down in the chain of command.

Setting an academic agenda and stan-
dard will help give departments guidance 
about their priorities and policies. While 
professors and staff may seem to be lean-
ing toward a more classical liberal arts edu-
cation, providing them with a clear course 
of action will help unite them in improving 
the University academically.

The tension between GW’s perception 
as a specialized school for wannabe-po-
liticos and the inconsistent but strong urge 
among some in the administration to de-
velop a strong liberal arts education is a 
pertinent issue for Knapp’s administration. 
A fresh start for GW’s next top administra-
tion is the perfect opportunity to articulate 
a unified vision and put an end to the com-
petition over the academic nature of the 
University.

editorial

News of GW’s endowment 
breaking $1 billion was 
largely met with apathy 

among students last week. This num-
ber means nothing to the average GW 
student because we have no context in 
which to place it. 

One billion dollars is an 
enormous amount of money 
– it seems that we could eas-
ily get newspapers back in 
the dorms or buy the poor 
music department a new gui-
tar, maybe even a piano. But 
we – not only the students, 
but most likely a large por-
tion of University staff and 
faculty – have little compre-
hension of how GW operates 
and where this money goes. 

Thursday’s Hatchet arti-
cle (“Endowment breaks $1 
billion,” Feb. 1, p. 1) noted that as GW’s 
endowment grows, the University ben-
efits. The Board of Trustees sets a certain 
amount of the endowment to be paid 
out for use within the overall budget; 
in recent years the payout has been five 
percent of the sum of the endowment. 
This would lead me to conclude that 
GW was granted a payment of $50 mil-
lion last year, give or take.

What’s more amazing to me than 
these absurdly huge numbers is that I 
have utterly no idea how and where 
this extra money was spent last year, 
just as I have no idea what the annual 
operating budget of this University is. 

And that’s not to say I didn’t try.
For a tax-exempt “non-private foun-

dation,” University financial records 
are awfully hard to locate. After much 
digging online I unearthed the most 
recent fiscal paperwork available, GW’s 

2004 IRS 990 form, which, I 
tell you, is absolutely eye-
gouging dull reading. Yet 
the 37-page snooze-fest, even 
when coupled with the most 
recent ratings agency reports 
(Standard & Poor’s from 2006 
and Moody’s Investment 
Service in 2004) and the 
University’s Fiscal Year 2006 
Annual Report provided to 
me by the University upon 
request, reveal very little 
about the current fiscal state 
of GW. Besides my newfound 
ability to make well-informed 

snarky remarks about how much we 
pay Karl Hobbs, my new knowledge 
amounts to negligible bits of informa-
tion.  

GW’s financial details should be 
readily available to those who are 
interested. It may not be a competitive 
business practice to publish the annual 
budget of the University, but informing 
the community of the health and future 
of the finances at GW would improve 
relations between the students and the 
administration, the staff and the admin-
istration and finally let us know how 
much those damn lasers at Colonial 
Inauguration cost. 

It’s easy to gripe about visibly cost-
ly endeavors like laser shows or golden 
pillars of knowledge (like the one in 
the Marvin Center) when students and 
staff have little basis on which to judge 
the cost of these programs. Leaving 
public involvement and scrutiny out 
of business decisions is usually a smart 
move, and reporting on minutia such 
as the purchase of office supplies is 
obviously unnecessary. But the cost of 
various major programs, staff positions 
or research projects ought to be public. 

As students and staff are frequently 
the target of costly projects, they also 
ought to be consulted about the actual, 
non-monetary value of costly under-
takings. While the administration may 
not always agree with what the 
students want or recommend, the 
benefits of talking to the targets 
and recipients of these programs 
vastly outweigh the costs. The 
University has begun to include 
students and student feedback 
in the development of 
new programs such as 
Square 54 and included 
a student on the presi-
dential search panel. 
Yet these strike me 
as empty ceremonial 
gestures to reassure 
students they are being 
listened to. 

More impor-
tantly, setting 
aside this cynicism and 

assuming that student requests for a 24 
– hour latte-dispensing venue are being 
taken seriously, we will never know if 
student input was taken into account. 
When programs are decided upon and 
then implemented, no further informa-
tion is released to the campus com-
munity.   

Students are not only invested in 
GW in a literal money-based sense, but 
they also count on the University to 
make smart investments and business 
decisions so that degrees appreciate 
long after graduation. In this sense, 
however, students are disenfranchised 
stockholders. We have bought into a 
company for the long run and yet 

have little knowl-
edge about how the 
University operates. 
If alumni giving is 
to increase over the 

next few decades, the 
paying customers 
and potential future 
donors – the students 
– must be informed 
about the current 
fiscal state of the 

University. 
–The writer, 

a senior majoring 
in international 

affairs and political 
science, is 
a Hatchet 

columnist.

opinions
Gabriel Okolski – Opinions Editor (gokolski@gwhatchet.com)
Kyle Spector – Senior Opinions Editor (kspector@gwhatchet.com)

The GW Hatchet | Monday, February 5, 2007, page 4

“ QUOTABLE
“Sometimes I get looks from guys around 

campus who seem to recognize me.”
–Junior Sabrina Patel, who won a modeling contest wearing lingerie and 

other barely-there outfits on the Web site baselinejumper.com

Want your opinion 

to be heard?

e-mail any column ideas, 

letters or cartoons to

opinions@gwhatchet.com

Tell me your name, and in less than 
a minute, I can know where you go to 
school, where you live, your screen name, 

who your friends are and what you did last Friday 
night. Give me another minute and a search engine, 
and I will know your home address, phone number, 
the particulars of your seventh grade blog and any-
thing that you have ever done worthy of 
attention. Scary, right?

Even though privacy is not one of the 
freedoms explicitly guaranteed to us in the 
Bill of Rights, the American people have 
been fighting for it tooth and nail for a 
long time. Important court cases regarding 
issues as controversial as family planning 
and women’s rights hinge on this very concept. As 
children, we’ve all posted “keep out” signs on our 
bedroom doors and have been told that it’s not nice to 
snoop. If your college roommate went through your 
things or read your journal, you would be out of your 
mind with rage. So then why are we willing to forego 
all of this hard-won privacy in favor of posting the 
most intimate details of our lives online?

It’s not as if we don’t know that all of this infor-
mation is out there and open to the public. In fact, 
most of the time, we’re the ones who put it there 
in the first place via Facebook and countless other 
networking Web sites. After all, what could be better 
than being able to keep tabs on all of your friends and 

people you barely know without ever having to leave 
the comforting glow of your laptop?

The general mindset is that only your friends are 
going to be clicking through last weekend’s drunken 
pictures on Facebook in order to leave hilarious com-
ments – wrong. As pointed out in a recent Hatchet 
front page article (“Facebook big brother?”, Feb 1, p.1) 

Facebook is no longer a domain reserved 
solely for the antics of college students. 
Coaches, professors, the University Police 
Department, Student Association candi-
dates, parents and other people whom you 
most certainly do not want to make privy to 
the inner workings of your private life now 
use to Facebook to keep track of us.

Unfortunately, the consequences of making fools 
of ourselves in cyberspace will undoubtedly haunt us 
long after we stop checking Facebook 30 seconds after 
first waking up. Future employers are not going to be 
immune to checking up on who you really are, and if 
that means a quick glance online, so be it. If you think 
that you will be able to run for public office without 
those unfortunate pictures ending on the front page of 
the local newspaper or that embarrassing video circu-
lating the Internet like wildfire, keep dreaming.

The whole question of privacy comes down not to 
who should and shouldn’t be allowed to view this and 
that online, but rather, what you personally choose to 
keep private. It would be close to impossible to police 

the Internet to make sure that only those whom you 
personally approve of are allowed to view a particular 
photograph or read a certain comment. However, you 
do have power over how you present yourself online. 
Your profile picture would look just as charming even 
without the incriminating red plastic cup.

Facebook aside, you also have power over giving 
away your personal information to other entities. If 
you’re sick of junk e-mail clogging up your inbox, 
stop giving away your e-mail address to every orga-
nization and company that offers you something you 
already know is too good to be true. If you’re just 
about ready to strangle the next telemarketer that 
calls during dinner, don’t fill out any more of those 
questionnaires at the mall.  Our generation seems 
to be more willing than those of the past to give out 
personal information left and right.

It may be true that we’re living in the informa-
tion age, but do you really want your information to 
be floating around cyberspace unsupervised? Even 
if you take something off your profile, it might still 
be attached to someone’s blog or stored on servers. 
Don’t want that video of your attempts at inebriated 
gymnastics to be accessible online anymore? Too bad. 
In order to enjoy our right to privacy, we first have 
to learn how to indulge in our ability to not be neg-
ligent.

–The writer, a freshman majoring in psychology, is a 
Hatchet columnist.

Pick privacy over profiles

Transparency needs to make an appearance

DIANA

KUGEL
COLUMNIST

Who cares about green?
Regarding the Hatchet’s article 

“How Green is GW?,” (Feb. 1, p. 1) 
am I the only one who doesn’t care? 
I think GWU should concentrate 
on optimizing academic and 
residential experiences before 
worrying about anything that 
won’t make a difference for its 
students. 

–Jason Vines 
Fall 2006 graduate

Event host misidentified
Your February 1, 2007 article 

entitled “Groups unite to raise 
awareness about Darfur” misstated 
the nature of John Prendergast’s 
recent lecture at the Elliott 
School of International Affairs. 
The reporter writes, “Students 
Taking Action Now: Darfur also 
hosted John Prendergast from 

the humanitarian organization 
International Crisis Group to 
discuss genocide Tuesday.” 

The Elliott School was 
delighted that STAND accepted our 
invitation to offer brief concluding 
remarks after the ceremony, but 
for clarity’s sake STAND was our 
invited guest, not the event host. 

–Menachem Wecker 
ESIA Assistant Director of Public 

Affairs for Publications and Media 

What’s not to celebrate?
In response to Laura Graham’s 

letter, “A not so happy birthday,” 
(Jan. 29, p. 4) which criticized the 
Roe v. Wade Birthday Bash two 
weeks ago, Voices for Choices 
would like to offer some truths 
about the case and what it really 
means to be pro-choice.

In 1965, abortion was so 

unsafe that many women died 
due to illegal abortion. Then, in 
1973 Roe V. Wade rendered anti-
abortion laws unconstitutional, 
making abortion services safer 
and more accessible to women 
throughout the country. Today, 
very few women undergoing 
legal abortion procedures sustain 
a serious complication, making 
the legal right to abortion a huge 
achievement for women’s health.

Although some may argue 
that the legal premise of Roe is 
faulty, the decision set a legal 
precedent that affected more than 
thirty subsequent Supreme Court 
cases, involving restrictions on 
access to abortion. The right to 
make childbearing decisions has 
expanded a woman’s ability to 
seek educational and employment 
opportunities that were 

unthinkable a generation ago. 
Control of reproductive life 

does not just mean the right to 
abortion but rather the ability 
for women to make the best 
decision for themselves. Whether 
that decision is to keep the 
baby, terminate the pregnancy 
or seek other options such as 
adoption, being pro-choice means 
supporting a woman’s personal 
decision, whatever it may be. 

The landmark decision of Roe 
V. Wade is symbolic of a woman’s 
right to decide whether or not to 
become a parent and to be able 
to make that decision legally and 
safely – the right of a woman to 
have real choice. That is certainly 
something to celebrate.

–Madison Hardee
Voices for Choices executive 

board member

letters to the editor

an ongoing 
editorial series
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Without a sound 

understanding of a 

unified vision for GW, 

the administration 

will continue to throw 

money at various initia-

tives on an inconsistent 

basis, leading to the 

degradation of overall 

quality.

Resolve GW’s 
identity crisis

JULIET 
MOSER

COLUMNIST



...the wires hanging 
from the West End?

The Princeton Review may say GW students live like kings (look 
at their annual “Dorms Like Palaces” rankings). But take a look at the 
exterior of the West End – one of GW’s older residence halls – and you 
might wonder what kind of royalty lives inside.  

Outside of the West End, wires dangle down the side of the build-
ing, making it look less like a palace and more like a project. 

Nancy Haaga, director of Campus Support Services, said the wires 
are the cables for the West End’s television, and they’ve probably been 
there for at least the past 30 years when the building first got cable. 
GW didn’t acquire the property until 1998 and left the wires alone.

Haaga said there is not much the University can do to hide the 
wires or move them inside the building to make it look more attractive 
because it’s such an old property.

“There is no infrastructure to support central cabling available at 
the interior of the building so the cables that bring this service to the 
building are presently located at the exterior of the building struc-
ture,” Haaga wrote in an e-mail.

The West End, at 21st and I streets, offers 210 beds to students in 
singles, double, triple and quad apartments and each room includes an 
individual bathroom and a kitchen. Students living in the building pay 
$3,800 a semester, the least amount per student for a GW dorm. Maybe 
it’s because of the unsightly wires.

Haaga agreed the wires are not attractive, but said replacing them 
would not be worth the price.

“The possibility of replacing the exterior cabling with interior 
wiring has been considered,” she said. “The cost to accomplish this, 
however, is significant.” 

Even though these wires have been a part of the West End for the 
last 30 years, they might not be there in another 20. The West End 
has been flagged as a redevelopment site under the proposed Foggy 
Bottom Campus Plan that maps out University development over the 
next 20 years.

Haaga said, “…any infrastructure improvements to the building 
would be made as a part of that redevelopment.”

–Katie Rooney

“What’s the deal with...” is a weekly feature in the Life section. If you have 
a suggestion for the column, e-mail features@gwhatchet.com.
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Former Panamanian dictator Manuel 
Noriega was indicted on drug smuggling 
and money laundering charges.

THIS WEEK
IN HISTORY

Monday, Feb. 5, 1988: 
Frank Sinatra’s “New York, New York” 
became the official city anthem of 
New York City.

Wednesday, Feb. 7. 1985: 
Joanne Woodward, Academy Award-
winning actress, got the first star on 
the Hollywood Walk of Fame.

Friday, Feb. 9, 1960:

Name: Turner Swicegood
Year: Sophomore
Age: 19
Hometown: Decatur, Ga.
Major: International Affairs

Name: Kate Hornyan
Year: Sophomore
Age: 20
Hometown: Tempe, Ariz.
Major: International Affairs and Hu-
man Services

What characteristics do you look for in a 
guy/girl?
Turner: I look for somebody who is 
smart, intellectually challenging – 
someone who I can carry on a conversa-
tion with.  Also, it doesn’t hurt to have 
good looks.

Kate: I look for something that is not 
like any kind of failed relationship I 
have experienced before.  It really var-
ies.  I do like smart boys, though.

What are your own personal interests?
Turner: I am interested in a lot of things. 
I love TV and movies, of course.  I am 
also interested in the Middle East and 
other languages.  I am taking Arabic.  
Although it’s hard, I am really into it 
right now.

Kate: I really like to read.  I also just like 
to do low key things, like just hanging 

out with friends and things like that.  I 
also like to do volunteer work.

What is your ideal date?
Turner: An ideal date for me would be 
doing a traditional kind of “dinner and 
a movie” date but in an untraditional 
way.  For example, I would like to go 
see an independent or interesting mov-
ie and then go to a great restaurant.

Kate: An ideal date for me would be go-
ing to a restaurant that neither of us has 
ever been to before.  It is a good way to 
push past that comfort zone and  break 
the ice.

“GW Blind Date” is a regular feature 
in the Life section modeled after Washing-
ton Post Magazine’s Date Lab. If you would 
like to be set up on a blind date with another 
GW student, e-mail features@gwhatchet.
com.

DaterBios

GW BlindDate: 
A friendly reunification

On a cold Friday night at Firefly Restaurant in Dupont, two GW sophomores – Turner Swicegood and Kate Hornyan – met up for 
a surprisingly not-so-blind date full of lots of food and conversation.

Kate: I think we both ended up hav-
ing a really good time.

About 20 minutes before I left my 
room to go to dinner, I was thinking to 
myself, “Is this really a good idea?” But 
I had a great time. And coincidentally 
enough, we ended up knowing each 
other ahead of time.

I had the Mahi Mahi dish and 
Turner had chicken. We shared our 
plates though. When you go to a great 
restaurant like that, you have to share 
your dinner – it’s just so good.  

We talked about our jobs, school 
activities, just lots of stuff like that. 
We had great conversation the whole 
time. We were always talking about 

something.  
For dessert I had apple napoleon 

and Turner had some kind of ice cream. 
Mine was better. The waiter recom-
mended the apple napoleon and it 
turned out to be the better pick. I was 
nice and shared with Turner, though.  

It was a good time overall. My last 
date was horrible, so I was a little scared 
that this would be another disaster like 
last time. But it wasn’t. Turner and I 
had a good time with good food.

I give the date an A. There are no 
romantic feelings between Turner and 
I, though. We probably won’t go out on 
another romantic date. But, he is very 
nice. I’ll definitely see him around. n

Kate

Turner: Overall, it was a great 
date. It was actually funny because 
we knew each other before the date 
through GW’s Emerging Leaders 
Program. When I arrived at the res-
taurant I saw Kate, and I was think-
ing, “Wouldn’t it be hilarious if this 
was my blind date?” As it turns out, 
she was. We both laughed at the irony 
of things. Either way, I knew Kate, so 
I knew that evening was going to be 
fun because Kate’s a nice girl.

I had the half-roasted chicken, 
which was delicious. Kate and I ended 

up sharing our entrees actually. It was 
kind of romantic, if you will.

We had a great flow of conversation. 
We always had something to talk about; 
there were no awkward moments. We 
talked about our ELP, our different 
hometowns and how similar our expe-
riences there are, the restaurant, and 
fun D.C. things we like to do.  

We also shared our desserts – 
again kind of romantic.  

I give the date a B+. We had a great 
time together. We will probably go out 
again, but only as good friends. n

Turner

by Lindsay Garfield
Hatchet Staff Writer

Firefly Resturant
1310 New Hampshire Ave. N.W.

202-861-1310
www.firefly-dc.com photos by Erin Shea/photo editor

by Megan Marinos
Hatchet Staff Writer

GW alumnus Jeremy Pollok still 
comes back to campus to watch his 
favorite Colonials on the basketball 
court, but to him there’s one big 
post-game problem.

“There is no place (on campus) to 
go before or after the game to hang-
out,” he said.  

So Pollok decided to bring a new 
branch of his Mount Pleasant restau-
rant TONIC to Foggy Bottom, and 
give students a place eat, drink and 
socialize in the heart of campus. When 
Pollok heard that Quigley’s, the histor-
ic pharmacy on 21st and G Streets, was 
up for sale, he knew it was the right 
time for TONIC’s downtown debut.

“I think this is exactly what GW 
students are looking for. It’s afford-
able food that tastes good, and a 
versatile restaurant for students to 
eat after classes, basketball games, 
and long weekends,” said sopho-
more Julie Silverbrook, who has 
eaten at Pollok’s original TONIC in 
Mt. Pleasant.

Pollok, who graduated from GW 
with a B.A. in psychology in 1994, 
said he never expected to become a 
restaurateur, but kind of “fell into” 
the food industry after stints busing 
tables and bartending. After open-
ing a restaurant in New York, Pollok 
returned to D.C. and opened TONIC 
in 2003, offering customers a menu 

of American comfort food like “mac 
and cheese,” burgers, quesadillas, 
tater tots and Philly cheese steaks. 

TONIC’s menu is extensive, and 
restaurant goers with a more sophis-
ticated palette will enjoy the cracked 
pepper pork loin, roasted portabella 
mushroom sandwich or vegetarian 
stuffed peppers. Students concerned 
with all things frugal won’t mind 
TONIC’s prices either, with plates 
costing between $8 for a sandwich 
and $15 for an entree. 

But the best part may be that once 
TONIC opens students will no longer 
have to trek to Georgetown in search 
of Sunday brunch. TONIC will serve 
daily breakfast, lunch and dinner, 
and will feature a brunch menu on 
Sunday’s from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Customers eating at the Mt. 
Pleasant branch also seem to enjoy 
the restaurant’s relaxing ambiance 
of warm colors, with deep reds and 
browns on the walls, and dim light-
ing. But Pollok said the best part 
about TONIC is that all the food 
served is homemade.

“We figure, you’re paying to eat 
here, so we’re not going to serve you 
hummus from a can,” said Pollok, 
whose other Mt. Pleasant restau-
rant, Radius Pizza, was rated D.C.’s 
best New York style pizza in 2005 by 
Washingtonian Magazine.

Pollok said he and his TONIC 
co-owners, Eric “Bernie” Berstrom, 
and Ilias Nathanail plan to re-cre-

ate the same restaurant when they 
arrive on GW’s campus.

“It’s going to be the same TONIC 
with the same atmosphere and same 
good food,” Pollok said.

But one snag may be the res-
taurant’s liquor license, which was 
delayed indefinitely last November 
by the Alcohol Beverage Regulation 
Administration, citing two laws: one 
requiring at least 400 feet between a 
liquor license establishment and a 
school (the School Without Walls 
High School is at 2130 G Street), and 
another stating that only a hotel can 
hold a liquor license in a residen-
tially zoned area.

Despite the disappointment, 
Pollok said “We will open whether 
we have a liquor license or not.”

The restaurant will have three 
levels, Pollok explained.  The first 
floor will be a casual bar setting 
with high-top tables where custom-
ers can sit and socialize, and the 
dining room will be on the second 
floor. But GW’s TONIC will also fea-
ture a third level that will be open 
for private events and student use, 
complete with a stage and comfort-
able couches.

“When it is not in use, we want 
this floor to be open to anyone who 
wants to socialize or even study,” 
Pollok said. “We want to be the 
neighborhood restaurant bar and 
grill. It’s not meant to be pretentious, 
but casual and comfortable.” n

David Benassi/Hatchet photographer
Patrons drink at the bar at TONIC’s Mount Pleasant location Friday night.  GW alumnus Jeremy Pollok is opening 
a a new branch of the restaurant in Foggy Bottom this year.

A pleasant place
GW alum’s restaurant expands to Foggy 

Have a sex question?
Eve can help.

E-mail The Hatchet sex columnist at eve@gwhatchet.com 

Photo by Erin Shea/photo editor
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Junior Amanda Limmer, a double major in English and journal-
ism, is spending the spring semester studying at Syracuse University’s 
campus in Florence, Italy. A few times this semester she, along with 
other students spread out across the globe, will share her experiences 
and observations abroad as one of The Hatchet’s “GW expats.”

I told myself that I wouldn’t have any expectations before 
leaving for Italy. I knew if I became too excited, I would feel 
let down if Florence didn’t meet them. So, I guess you could 
say that I went abroad cold turkey; I had never been to Europe 
before and I left my home town in New York thinking I would 
just go with the flow.

I knew that the flow would primarily consist of adjusting to 
my new Italian family. Most of my friends thought I was crazy 
at first when I mentioned that the Syracuse in Florence program 
requires all of their students to live with families, but I didn’t let 
their skepticism bother me.

I have been in Florence for about two weeks and I’m not 
going to lie and say that everything is perfect and absolutely 
amazing. The city is gorgeous, the people are beautiful and the 
gelato is delicious, but adjusting to a new city (and a new fam-
ily) takes time.

Luckily, I’ve had some help so far – at orientation we were 
given a booklet: “How to Live with an Italian Family.” At first, 
some of the things in it caught me off 
guard, to say the least.

No. 1 – “Beware, everything in 
Europe is smaller.” And so far that 
tip is true: your bed is smaller, the 
washing machine is smaller and, 
maybe most importantly, the shower 
is smaller. For Americans, who live 
by the adage “the bigger, the better,” 
that takes a little getting used to. Oh 
yeah, and let’s not forget that dry-
ers do not exist here in Italy, so your 
laundry, bras, underwear and all, is 
hung on the family clothes line with 
the rest of their stuff.

Okay, so my laundry will hang 
on a line along the back of my apart-
ment. I can deal with that. But this 
next rule was a little bit more of an 
issue for me. My handy-dandy book-
let also told me about conserving 
water. As a person who likes to take 
a shower every day, the second I read that “families do not like 
students to shower every day because they conserve water,” I 
began to sweat. Hell, I actually needed a shower.

Luckily for me, I happen to be living with a great home stay 
family. My roommate, another girl from GW and I, live with 
our host mother, a widow named Mimosa, and her 34-year-old 
daughter. We all have to share a bathroom. You’d think with 
four women sharing a bathroom we’d have some major traffic 
jams, but it’s never a problem. 

This next part may be harder to believe. It was at least for 
me. Mimosa doesn’t speak a word of English. At dinner, my 
roommate and I are forced to use the little Italian that we know 
at the table to communicate like human beings. Right now, you 
can be sure that every other word out of my mouth is either 
“si,” “grazie,” or “ciao.” Without hand gestures and facial 

expressions, I would be 
lost.

While there is defi-
nitely a language barrier, 
Mimosa has been hosting 
students for 24 years and 
has picked up some phras-
es along the way. My cute 
little Italian mama likes 
to blast American music 
and sing along to it while 
cleaning the apartment 
and ironing shirts.

One morning I walked 
out of my room to Mimosa 
cleaning the kitchen and 
humming to the Black 
Eyed Peas song “Where 
is the Love.” She has also 
learned the important 
phrase “oh my god,” and 
at dinner a few nights 
ago, she hilariously imi-
tated one of her past stu-
dents who always used to 

sit on the phone and scream the very American phrase: “oh my 
god, oh my god.”

Although it feels strange to live in someone else’s home, 
over time, my living situation is becoming more comfortable. 
Mimosa is a warm and loving host mother who has this whole 
exchange student thing down to a science. She washes our 
clothes on Tuesdays, cleans the apartment on Wednesdays and 
has dinner ready for my roommate and I every night at exactly 
8 p.m.

Looking back at my anxiety during orientation the first 
week, I have to laugh at myself. I can say that I am definitely 
feeling some culture shock here in Florence, but luckily Mimosa 
has made my transition easier by letting me still shower every-
day (though you can be sure that I jump in and out as fast as 
possible so she can’t yell at me for wasting water). At least I’m 
trying to adjust to the local culture. Baby steps. n

Taking baby steps 
across the Atlantic

GW EXPAT

AMANDA 
LIMMER
GW EXPAT

“As a person who likes to 
take a shower every day, 

the second I read that ‘fami-
lies do not like students to 
shower every day because 

they conserve water,’ I began 
to sweat.  Hell, I actually 

needed a shower.”

AMANDA LIMMER
GW EXPAT
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by Amanda Dick
Hatchet Reporter

Q: How can students learn how to use the new 
iHousing system?

A: There are a number of ways – one where a stu-
dent doesn’t need to leave their room, they can go 
onto the GW Housing Programs Web site, and there 
is an entire section on iHousing with FAQ, screen 
shots, policy information, procedures, the calendar 
of information sessions. The Web site should be a 
student’s first start. 

Once the student has looked at the Web site, we are 
then doing information sessions, the first of which 
was Tuesday, Jan. 23, essentially every Tuesday 
night. 

Q: When does the housing application go live?

A: Rising fourth year students can fill out the hous-
ing application Feb. 12-16. Rising third year students 
can fill out the application Feb. 19-23. Rising second 
year students call fill out the application Feb. 26- 
March 2. 

Q: What residence halls will be available to which 
years?

A: Rising second year students will be assigned to 
Potomac House, Mitchell, Fulbright, Building JJ, 
Strong, Pelham, Schenley, Guthridge, FSK, JBKO, 
Munson, West End and 2109 F Street. 

Rising third year students will be assigned to the 
Dakota, New  Hall, City Hall and International 
House. 

Rising fourth year students will be assigned to Ivory 
Tower, 1959 E Street and the few singles with kitch-
ens and bathrooms on campus. 

It is important for stu-
dents to keep in mind 
that 6 percent of rising 
second-year students 
will live in doubles 
and only 19 percent in 
quads. This informa-
tion is available because 
we are trying to set up 
real expectations for 
students by making it 
as simple and consis-
tent as possible. GWHP 
wants each year’s hous-
ing options for a given 
year to be similar and 
as a student moves 
through the years, he 
will eventually end up 
living in the best that 
GW has to offer senior 
year.  

Q: How will Housing 
Programs deal with ris-
ing juniors who want singles?

A: We are in a very precarious situation where we 
just don’t have a lot of singles. In the entire housing 
inventory 9 percent of everything we have to offer 
are singles. 

One of the reasons we don’t have that available is 
that we are no longer able to house undergraduate 
students in the Aston. Law students will be housed 
in the Aston, which is a loss of 114 singles that we are 
not able to replace. We 
don’t anticipate another 
building coming on for 
the next two or three 
years. This year there 
are very few singles 
available. 

The majority of the sin-
gles will be in Mitchell 
Hall where about 100 
second-year students 
will live.  There will also 
be about 30 singles with 
either kitchens or pri-
vate bathrooms avail-
able in 1959 E Street, 
the first floor of Mitchell 
and International House 
for rising fourth-year 
students. 

We only have about 
40 to 50 singles with 
a private bath and we 
believe that those rooms 
should go to our rising fourth-year population. We 
can’t produce something that doesn’t exist. To rising 
third-year students, go through the process and see 
what you get and you may end up happy. We wish 
we had more singles; we just don’t.

Q: What should students do now to prepare to 
complete their housing application?

A: Students should be checking our Web site and 
reviewing the information, talking with their house 
staff members, thinking about who they want to live 

with, going to the infor-
mation sessions, going 
to tabling events, going 
to the hall tours. RHA 
is conducting hall tours 
on Tuesday nights from 
8 to 10 p.m. 

Q: What should mat-
ter more to a student’s 
preference – the people 
they would like to live 
with, or the house they 
would like to live in?

A: What we are trying 
to get students to do is 
how to best preference 
on the application. If 60 
percent of rising second 
year students prefer-
ence quads, 40 percent 
of them are not going 
to get it because only 19 
percent of second year 
buildings have quads, 

so rising second year students may not want to look 
for groups of four because the likelihood of getting 
one is less. We want students to understand the 
inventory and their chances of getting particular 
housing, and ultimately students find the best situa-
tion for themselves.

Q: How many preferences should a student list?
A: We recommend that rising second year stu-
dents list 10 to 15 preferences. Rising third year 
students should list seven to nine, and rising fourth 

year students should 
make five to seven. The 
application will allow a 
student to do as many 
preferences as he wants, 
which is to the student’s 
benefit.

Q: What kind of 
options other than 
roommates and hall 
choice will be on the 
application?

A: The application will 
ask students to select 
a Colonial Cash plan, 
for their roommate ID 
number, and 12 lifestyle 
questions about smok-
ing and tidiness in the 
room. Students can 
rank them with how 
important a given fac-
tor is to them. Saying 
“no preference” does 

not mean that you don’t care about a certain feature 
- just that iHousing will not limit certain rooms based 
on your response.

Q: Are rising second-year students required to live 
in campus housing?

A: Yes, the District of Columbia Board of Zoning 
Adjustment requires GW to house all first and sec-
ond year students in specifically defined on-campus 
housing. Rising second year students cannot select 
or be pulled into any rooms in the City Hall or 1959 
E Street.

Q: What are the options 
for third- and fourth-
year students who want 
to back out of their 
housing assignment?

A: Housing is not guar-
anteed for third- and 
fourth-year students. We 
make every effort we 
can not to turn students 
away. If a student is flexi-
ble, he will get an assign-
ment. The cancellation 
deadline is April 2 with 
no penalty. Students can 
cancel before May 4 with 
a $300 fine. This fee is 
much better than hold-
ing students responsible 
for a full-year housing 
bill.

Q: Who is eligible for 
squatters’ rights?

A: Squatters’ rights is a benefit to rising fourth year 
students, and this year we have to limit the number 
of students eligible to squat to 300 students. In the 
past we have automatically approved squatters, but 

now be will only be able to randomly approve 300 
students. Students who wish to squat may not live 
in Scholar’s Village Townhouses, staff rooms, the 
Aston, a single room, any current or future first-year 
hall, or Focus on Fall Abroad (Living and Learning 
Cohort) rooms. Squatters need to apply by Feb. 16 to 
find out if they are approved.

Q: If a student is considering living in a Greek 
house, what are his options?

A: Students should speak with their house manager 
directly. It is important to remember that any student 
who wants a housing assignment must fill out an 
application.

Q: If students are unhappy with their assignment, 
what are their options?

A: Students have the option of finding another stu-
dent with whom they can make a direct switch. We 
also have a wait list to change assignments, and as 
random spaces appear here and there, we will make 
the switches we can. We usually can’t, however, 
swap a whole room of people.

Q: Why did the switch occur to this system, and 
why did it occur this year?

A: The Residential Management System software is 
the premier housing assignment software used by 
over 250 schools that are similar or larger in size to 
GW. This past year we installed the program and 
have tested it out with the self check-in, which is 
another feature of the program. We worked with 
SASS to find something that students would be able 
to relate to and understand. We are hoping that stu-
dents will be happy with their assignments and that 
the system will keep roommates together.

Q: Did students request this new housing system?

A: Students, the RHA and parents gave feedback 
about the old sys-
tem and said that it 
was time-consuming 
and stressful. They 
didn’t like the stress-
ful aspect of watch-
ing rooms disappear 
and the necessity of 
having to fill a room 
in order to request a 
certain room.

Q: How will Housing 
Programs plan to 
accept student feed-
back to the new sys-
tem?

A: We have a cus-
tomer log, and we 
read every letter and 
e-mail. We listen to 
the feedback from 
large student organi-
zations like the house 
staff and the Student 

Association. We think students will have posi-
tive feedback about the new system, for example, 
your RMS ID, which will stay with you for four 
years, so you do not need to relearn one every 
year. n

GWHOUSING    

Q A
Get your questions about GW’s 

new iHousing application 
program answered with this 

exclusive Q-and-A session with 
GW Housing Programs Director 

Seth Weinshel.

A
Q&

Why was Potomac House allocated to 
sophomores?

1,700 students requested Potomac 
House as their first choice this year. We 

are trying to set expectations for what 
students will live in and progressively 

make upgrades every year.  We moved 
Fulbright to second-year housing as well 

because many sophomores said they 
would have rather lived  in Fulbright than 

in other housing if they had a kitchen. 

A
Q&

What flaws could the system have?

This is our first year using iHousing, and 
there may be some things we do not 

know yet. However, the last class finishes 
applying March 2, and students will be 
receiving notification on March 27. We 

have allowed ourselves this time period 
in order to make sure it is random and 

that we kept roommate groups together 
as much as possible. A

Q&
How can you ensure that this system is 
random?

This system has a built-in randomizer. 
iHousing looks at the preferences that 

are given. Although some argue that we 
should assign based on GPA, involve-

ment or judicial record, we believe that 
certain mistakes or choices should not 

be held against a student, and this sys-
tem offers the most fair way to 

accomplish this. 

Seth Weinshel answers 
your questions about 
living on campus at GW.

Missing features 
like the sex 

column and the 
weekly 

check-up?  
Check out next 

week’s 
issue of the 
Hatchet or 
browse our 

online archives 
at 

gwhatchet.com.

Housing deadlines approaching – be prepared



The new dean will take 
over around the same time 
as Knapp will assume GW’s 
Presidency. Knapp, currently 
the provost of Johns Hopkins 
University, was selected 
in December 2006 as the 
University’s 16th president. 
He will replace Trachtenberg 

who has been at the helm of 
GW for 19 years.  

The Columbian College 
has 5,394 full time undergrad-
uate students, according to a 
2006 report from the Office 
of Institutional Research. The 
school also offers more than 
40 departmental majors for 
undergraduates and over 50 
degree programs for graduate 
students according to its Web 
site. n

 –Elise Kigner contributed to 
this report
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• Wednesday, Feb. 7 •
�����������������������
4-5pm, Marvin Center 307
Ever wondered what it’s like to be a spy? Hear from operatives 
and agents working with the country’s top intelligence 
agencies. Be sure to bring questions for the panelists!

����������������������������
5-6pm, Marvin Center 307
Attend this workshop and learn which forms the security 
clearance process can take, the obstacles recent graduates 
run into, and what you can do to avoid them.

• Wednesday, Feb. 21 •
���������������������������
5:30-6:30pm, Marvin Center 405
Learn about the written and oral components of the US 
State Department’s Foreign Service Exam. Find out about the 
experience, scoring process, pass/fail rates, and more!

• Monday, Feb. 26 •
������������������������������������
5-6pm, Marvin Center 302
The federal government’s job search and application process 
differs from other sectors and this session will cover such 
issues as where to look, how to apply, what does a federal 
resume contain and how to create a KSA (knowledge, skills, 
abilities) statement. Cosponsored by the Partnership for 
Public Service and the GW Call to Serve Campaign.

• Monday, Feb. 26 (continued) •
������������������������������������
6-7pm, Marvin Center 302
Learn about student federal work opportunities under the 
Student Career Education Program (SCEP) and the Student 
Temporary Employment Program (STEP).

• Wednesday, Feb. 28 •
������������������������������������
1-5pm, Marvin Center Ballrooms
Attend GW’s main spring career fair with a specialized 
component for engineering firms in conjunction with SEAS and 
the Engineer’s Council. Information on fair attendees can be 
obtained by clicking on the appropriate “quick link” on the 
Career Center’s web site. GWorld required for entrance.

WANT TO GET WEEKLY INFORMATION
ON GOVERNMENT HOT JOBS?

LOOKING FOR GREAT INTERNSHIPS
WITH FEDERAL AGENCIES?

INTERESTED IN FELLOWSHIPS WITH
A PUBLIC SERVICE FOCUS?

Then sign up for the CALL TO SERVE weekly email.
Go online to http://gwired.gwu.edu/partnership
for more information and to sign-up for the listserv!
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Kappa Alpha Order.
Founded at GW in 1895. 
Returning in 2007.

A national fraternity of 
gentlemen. A rich history at 

GW. For more information 
visit www.joinKA.com.

KA

Excellence is Our Aim!

Receive a 30% 
discount

with your GWorld

World Bank hosts Rwanda genocide talk

by Amanda Dick
Hatchet Staff Writer 

About 80 people, including GW 
students, attended a panel discussion 
Thursday in the World Bank InfoShop 
about the role of the media in the 1994 
Rwandan genocide.

The audience, which consisted of 
World Bank employees and journal-
ists in addition to the students, came 
to hear from the editor and three con-
tributors to the book “The Media and 
the Rwandan Genocide,” released last 
week. There were also 10 people who 
watched from the World Bank offices 
in Kigali, Rwanda via video conferenc-
ing.

Allan Thompson, the editor of “The 
Media and the Rwandan Genocide” and 

contributing authors Steven Livingston 
and Mark Frohardt all spoke about how 
Western media coverage affected for-
eign response to the genocide.

“The international 
media failed to cover 
the Rwandan geno-
cide in 1994,” said 
Thompson, a jour-
nalism professor at 
Carleton University 
in Ottawa, Can., who 
worked for the daily 
newspaper The Toronto 
Star in 1994. He added 
that he would have 
been interested in cov-
ering the story if he 
had known.

“In 1994, work-
ing for The Toronto 
Star, I was oblivious 
to the events going on 
in Rwanda,” he said. 
“Now I wonder how I 
missed this story.”

Thompson showed the audience at 
the World Bank a clip of the movie 

“Hotel Rwanda,” which he said is what 
most Western cultures understand as 
the Rwandan genocide. Thompson also 
showed the actual footage from Nick 

Hughes, the man on 
which “Hotel Rwanda” 
is based, as a compari-
son to the movie’s less 
graphic rendition.

The video clips 
show a calm system-
atic killing procedure 
Thompson described as 
similar to a “roadside 
work crew” rather than 
the “rampaging eth-
nic groups” the media 
reported.

A contributing 
author who was in 
Rwanda studying 
American news media 
coverage of the geno-
cide in 1994, Steven 
Livingston, described 

the process by which journalists in 
Africa decided which images to send 
back for the Western news media. Less 

intimate shots were the norm, said the 
School of Media and Public Affairs asso-
ciate professor.

“The object of media attention 
became the refugee camps,” Livingston 
said. “The framing of the story resulted 
in the public seeing the genocide as 
more of a medical relief operation.”

Livingston stressed how devastat-
ing the genocide was with over 800,000 
killed in 100 days. He said other news 
stories such as the O.J. Simpson trial 
dominated the headlines in 1994 rather 
than the genocide.

Contributing author Mark Frohardt, 
deputy chief of mission for the United 
Nations Human Rights Field Operation 
in Rwanda from 1995 to 1997 said the 
fact that O.J. Simpson took the media 
spotlight isn’t surprising.

“Even if 800,000 people died in 
Rwanda, one person being murdered 
right next door is much more interest-
ing,” he said.

Frohardt spoke mostly about the use 
and abuse of the media to stir popular 
opinion. He called for changes in news 
media whereby journalists can “expose 

those manipulating media and provide 
laws to protect journalists from doing 
so.”

Contributing author Thomas 
Kamilindi, who worked as a radio jour-
nalist in Rwanda, spoke about govern-
ment controls of Rwanda Radio. His 
Hutu father, the ethnicity targeted for 
genocide by the Rwandan government, 
hid his identity in order to survive the 
unrest.

Kamilindi said his journalism 
caused many to express hatred toward 
him, and some even tried to kill him. 
Kamilindi quit his position at the radio 
in 1994 because he was tired of spread-
ing hate messages about groups fight-
ing the government, he said. The many 
private radio stations and private news-
papers in Rwanda are encouraging, 
Kamilindi said, but the new Rwandan 
government may stifle the new expres-
sive outlets.

“At first I was deceived by the new 
regime, but they want a media that they 
can control,” he said. “I am afraid that 
we could see exactly the same thing (as 
Rwanda).” n

“Even if 800,000 
people died in Rwanda, 

one person being 
murdered right next 
door is much more 

interesting.” 

MARK FROHARDT
CONTRIBUTING AUTHOR

SMPA professor 
discusses media’s 
role in killings

SEARCH
from p. 1

Keep up with breaking news at 
www.GWHATCHET.com
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were finalists of a semester-long 
Moot Court competition that con-
sisted of more than 100 competi-
tors. The winners of Thursday’s 
event, Jonathan Bond and Eric 
Klein, defended the argument 
that clandestine observation of a 
message board does not consti-
tute an illegal search.

“We worked really, really 
hard,” Klein said. “And all that 
hard work paid off for all of us 
because win or lose, everybody 
looked good.”

Finalists spent several weeks 
preparing by anticipating possi-
ble questions from judges and re-
hearsing appropriate responses. 

“(In the final weeks) you’re 
either mooting or your sitting 
down and looking at the prob-
lems thinking about ways you 
can rephrase things (or) rework 
things,” said finalist Katie Bor-
den.

In an interview after the 
event, Alito said that the case 
was very relevant to modern 
law. What constitutes a “search 
and seizure” online is a critical 
law debate and is constantly re-

shaping the Fourth Amendment, 
he said.

“Now we’re entering this 
new virtual world,” Alito said, 
“and we have to translate the 
precedents and principles we 
have dealing with physical 
grounds to the world of electron-
ic communication.”

Throughout the trial, Alito 

related private online message 
boards to physical storefronts 
with owners that only allow cer-
tain clientele inside. 

 Judge Wood said that cyber-
privacy is a complex law debate 
being addressed in courts across 

the nation. “Many of the most 
challenging issues that are com-
ing before the courts ... have to 
do with new technologies and In-
ternet technologies,” Wood said. 
“So it was an excellent problem 
from that point of view.”

In the past decade, five Su-
preme Court Justices have pre-
sided over the Van Vleck Moot 
Court. Dean Lawrence said that 
the judges are often asked to par-
ticipate in the contest a year in 
advance.

“Obviously the Supreme 
Court Justice is the anchor po-
sition that you want to be able 
to get on the court,” Lawrence 
said. He added that Law School 
professors Brad Clark and Josh 
Schwartz—both of whom are 
friends with Alito—helped bring 
the Justice to GW this year.

“These judges come here, 
they go back to their courts, and 
they talk about what they saw to-
day,” Lawrence said. “It enhanc-
es the reputation (of the school) 
in terms of the people who talk 
about us.”

When asked about possible 
judges for next year’s competi-
tion, Lawrence said “We’re al-
ready working on it.” n

Alito judges GW court
from p. 1

“I thought they did a 
wonderful job.”

SAMUEL ALITO
ASSOCIATE SUPREME COURT 

JUSTICE

Other presidential candi-
dates also made appeals to 
youth voters over the week-

end. Tom Vilsack announced 
in November that he would 
be seeking the Democratic 
party’s nomination to be pres-
ident. In an interview with 
The Hatchet after his speech 
at the DNC’s meeting, Vilsack 
stressed the importance of the 

youth movement. 
 “It’s going to be criti-

cal,” Vilsack said of energiz-
ing young voters. “I may not 
be a rock star but I am rock 
solid in my beliefs, and I will 
reflect that to the young vot-
ers.”  n

OBAMA
from p. 1
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Colonials drop 
two straight

$10
Upper Level Ticket

Every Wednesday night is
College 
Night

COLLEGE NIGHT GAMES:
Jan. 17 vs. New York 7:00 pm
Feb. 7 vs. San Antonio 7:00 pm
Feb. 28 vs. Miami 7:00 pm
Mar. 28 vs. Philadelphia 7:00 pm
Apr. 4 vs. Charlotte 7:00 pm

Bring your College ID to your Campus Ticketmaster or to the Verizon Center Box Office
and get a $10 Upper Level ticket! Offer can only be redeemed day of game. Offer valid
while supplies last.

For more information, log onto
WashingtonWizards.com

For accessible seating, call 202.661.5065
TTY 202.661.5066

by Joanna Shapes
Assistant Sports Editor

For junior Kim Beck, the 
GW women’s basketball team’s 
72-53 win over Richmond was 
more than just another victory. 
It was a 16-point, seven-assist 
performance that moved Beck 
to third on the Colonials’ all-
time assists list.

It was also a statistically im-
portant game for junior Sarah-Jo 
Lawrence, as she registered her 
first career double-double with 
15 points and 11 rebounds.

Sophomore Jessica Adair’s 
contribution to the game dif-
fered greatly from the first to 
the second half. After scoring 
17 points in the first period, the 
Spiders held the forward score-
less in the second, but McKeown 
said that she was still a strong 
presence on defense.

“The first half (Jessica) was 
just awesome,” McKeown said 
in a phone interview after the 

game. “She just dominated the 
paint. The biggest problem was 
(her four fouls). Richmond dou-
ble-teamed her a lot more, es-
pecially to start the second half, 
but she handled it well. She did 
what she had to do to win.”

Although the No. 11/12 (AP, 
ESPN/USA Today) Colonials 
(19-2, 8-0 Atlantic 10) jumped 
out to an early 11-0 lead and 
entered the half up 44-28, the 
Spiders (10-13, 4-4 A-10) were 
within three with seven minutes 
remaining in the period. An 8-
0 run in the next three minutes 
gave the Colonials an 11-point 
lead, while senior Kenan Cole 
added two straight three-point-
ers late in the half.

This momentum would not 
last, as the Spiders came out in 
the second half with a 12-0 run 

while GW was held scoreless 
for over five minutes. Before the 
game, McKeown said that he 
was worried about Richmond’s 
ability to go on runs, and the 
Spiders confirmed McKeown’s 
fear.

“They made a couple threes, 
made some tough shots,” McK-
eown said. “They have good 
players, so they just made shots 
and caught us taking a nap there 
for a while.”

Unlike during the two 
teams’ last meeting a month 
ago, when Richmond kept the 
game close until the final buzz-
er, the Colonials took control of 
the game and never let go.

Richmond had one scorer 
in double-digits in sophomore 
Johanna McKnight, who tallied 
10 points. The Colonials held 
senior Christina Campion, who 
had 22 points during the first 
match-up, to nine points. 

GW returns home to play 
Duquesne Feb. 8 at 7 p.m.n

by Jake Sherman
Sports Editor

The last time the GW men’s 
basketball team lost back-to-back 
games T.J. Thompson was still a 
guard at GW, Rob Diggs was in 
high school and GW head coach 
Karl Hobbs had never coached in 
an NCAA tournament game.

It was Jan. 25, 2005, and the 
GW men’s basketball team lost 
to Xavier on a last-second shot at 
Smith Center only three days after 
losing to Richmond.

On Saturday, the Colonials 
dropped its second game in three 
days, this time to St. Louis 63-53. 
The loss begins a week off for GW 
(15-6, 6-3 Atlantic 10) before it faces 
Xavier Saturday at home.

The game is already being 
billed as sold out and will be tele-
vised on ESPN2.

The loss to St. Louis and 
Rhode Island’s win over Fordham 
Saturday puts Karl Hobbs and his 

team in a precarious position go-
ing into one of its biggest games 
of the season against Xavier. A loss 
to the Musketeers could put GW 
toward the middle of the league’s 
standings and hurt its chances for 
a first-round bye in the conference 
tournament.

Senior Carl Elliott and sopho-
more Rob Diggs had 12 points 
apiece while Elliott dished out 
five assists. Diggs pulled down a 
game-high six rebounds. Diggs 
and Elliott were the Colonials’ 
only two players in double digits. 

Junior Maureece Rice had nine 
points on 4-for-16 shooting, his 
lowest point total of the season. 
Freshman Damian Hollis had sev-
en points and sophomore Chey-
enne Moore had six points on 2-
for-5 shooting from the floor.n

by Ian Humphrey
Hatchet Staff Writer

The gymnastics team sent three gym-
nasts to the NCAA Regional Champi-
onships last season, but this year, the 
Colonials are focused on sending a 

few more gymnasts to the meet. In fact, they are 
determined to qualify as a team.

After placing second out of four squads at 
the GW/Lindsey Ferris Invitational to open the 
2007 season, the Colonials are set to build on last 
year’s success and book a trip to NCAA regionals 
in Morgantown, W. Va., on April 14.

Tri-captain Maggie Parrack, who led the team 
with 28.775 total points in three events in the sec-
ond meet of the year against defending Division 
II national champions Texas Woman’s Universi-
ty, nationally-ranked Oklahoma and Centenary, 
said that the team’s dedication to its objective is 
what differentiates this year’s team from those in 
past years.

“Everyone is competing for the common goal 
of going to regionals,” Parrack said. “We have a 
lot of heart and are pouring all of our energy into 
this goal every day, in and out of the gym.”

The squad finished third in the quadrangular 
meet in Denton, Texas, with tri-captain Carolyn 
Marckesano scoring a team-high 9.550 on the bal-
ance beam. The junior said that the team seems 
more prepared than ever to make the step to the 
next level, adding that it will be essential for the 
Colonials to “attack and take advantage” of ev-
ery meet.

“We’ve been working really hard in the gym 
and it’ll pay off,” Marckesano said. “The entire 
team has a contagious passion for gymnastics 
and for each other.” 

Parrack said that she expects the entire team, 

veterans and freshmen alike, to drastically im-
prove in all four events. To get to that point, 
Marckesano said, every gymnast will have to 
give it her all in each and every routine, which 
includes avoiding mistakes.

“We’re going to work with what we’ve done 
in the past two meets and look to move up from 
here,” Parrack said. “We are really looking to pick 
it up here quickly in order to achieve our goal.”

Although gymnastics may occasionally get 
overlooked at GW, tri-captain Jessica Guilbert 
said that the large turnout at the GW/Lindsey 
Ferris Invitational showed that the student body 
is taking notice.

“It is not unusual for people to ask, ‘Since 
when do we have a gymnastics team?’” Guilbert 
said. “We truly appreciate the support of our fel-
low students and having a crowd certainly makes 
competing more enjoyable.”

Guilbert said that junior McKenzie Parrack, 
Maggie’s sister, is another gymnast who is a sig-
nificant contributor and has taken a leadership 
role in practices and competitions in addition to 
a renewed sense of confidence. McKenzie led the 
Colonials with two second place finishes in the 
first meet of the year.

Marckesano and the younger Parrack both 
emphasized that they will need to lead by ex-
ample and support their teammates in and out of 
the gym, not to mention provide a little “tough 
love.” 

“My goal is to be open and always be there 
for them as well as help motivate them to do 
what they are all capable of doing,” Marckesano 
said.

The Colonials competed at West Virginia 
Saturday night against the Mountaineers, Penn 
State and Kent State, however results were not 
available at press time. n

“It is not unusual for people to ask, ‘Since when do we have a gymnastics team?’”

M. Basketball  53

ST. LOUIS                          63

W. Basketball  72

RICHMOND                       53

GW stomps Spiders in Va.

SPORTS
Jake Sherman – Sports Editor (jsherman@gwhatchet.com)
Joanna Shapes – Asst. Sports Editor (jshapes@gwhatchet.com)

458 NUMBER CRUNCH
–Number of career assists for junior Kim Beck,  

third on the GW women’s basketball  
team’s all-time list.
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Photos by Jon Malis/Hatchet photographer
Sophomore Kristen Simpson twists off the vault during the GW/Lindsey Ferris Invitational last 
month. The Colonials hope to quality for NCAA Regional Championships as a squad this year.

Making
moves 

Nick Gingold/assistant photo editor
 Junior Kim Beck, shown above 
at the BTI Classic in Novem-
ber, had 16 points and seven 
assists against Richmond.



255 - SALE DC

DUPONT FULL 1 BD CONDO GEM 
Throwing money away? Own for less 
than rent! $314,900 (as low as $1500 
in total monthly payment). We pay your 
closing costs. Open house every Sunday 
from 1p-5p. Perfect location! 5 minute 
walk from Dupont Circle and Foggy Bot-
tom Metro stations and GWU in upscale, 
beautiful neighborhood. Roof deck pool 
for parties & sunning. Spacious layout, 
stainless steel appliances, plenty of closet 
space in a newly renovated, pet friendly 
building. Please contact Julie to visit at 
202-365-3506. 1260 21st St, NW, #107. 

260 - SHARE DC

 CLOISTERS HOME FOR SALE DE-
TAILS @ 3644reservoir.com 

270 - SUBLETS OFFERED

460 - TRAVEL

SPRING BREAK IN LONDON 2007 The 
best Spring Break ever! $549 pp, and 
includes bed and breakfast, free drinks 
night, an amazing daylong sightseeing 
tour and river cruise, a weekly transport 
travelcard, a London guidebook, an op-
tional Da Vince Code tour and pub crawl 
and lots more! 1 800 599 8635;
sales@springbreaklondon.com; www.
springbreaklondon.com. 800-599-8635 x 
ID 2497289

460 - TRAVEL

615 - FULL TIME

TORTILLA COAST - FT HOSTS
Now Hiring Full Time Hosts. Come join our fun, 
popular, hi-volume restaurant, make friends & $. 
No prior restaurant experience required. Flexible 
schedules. Closed Sundays. Apply in person: 400 

First St. SE www.tortillacoast.com.

 Restaurant Servers-Filomena Voted AOL 
Digital Cityís “Washingtonís Best Ital-
ian Restaurant 2005, 2006, and maybe 
2007. Filomena Servers can potentially 
earn $40-60K or more. 1 year fi ne dining 
service exp. req.. Located in the Heart of 
Gítown on Wisconsin Ave. Applications 
available online at www.fi lomena.com., fax 
202-338-8806, email:michael@fi lomena.
com or call 202-338-8800 

620 - INTERNSHIPS, PAID

INTERNSHIP/PAID. WANTED: Aggres-
sive, outgoing go-getter to work with 
fi nancial adviser at UBS Financial Ser-
vices. Call Bill Flanigan, vice-president, 
301-718-5036. 

665 - PART TIME

!BARTENDING! UP TO $300/DAY No 
experience necessary. Training provided. 
800-965-6520x171. 

PART-TIME RESEARCHERS NEEDED 
Call corporations to verify existing data 
and obtain new data. No selling. Position 
will last several months. $11/hr, casual 
environment, various shifts available M-
F 9am-5pm. Applicants must be reliable 
and have great attention to detail. Submit 
resumes to hr@judydiamond.com. 

CALLING PROJECT ASSISTANT As-
sistant supervisor of seasonal project 
needed. Directly supervise small team of 
tele-researchers. Perform administrative 
tasks and review work. Strong attention 
to detail required. Start late January, work 
through early-mid May. $13/hr M-F 9am-
5pm. Send resume to hr@judydiamond.
com. 

665 - PART TIME

EGG DONATION Now interviewing appli-
cants to be egg donors for medical pro-
ceedings $5000.00 + expenses www.sur-
rogacy-solutions.com 1-800-277-4004 or 
301-421-0085 Shrybman Law Offi ces, P. 

RESEARCH ASSISTANT How do the 
media affect policy formation and so-
ciety at large? Come fi nd out as a RE-
SEARCH ASSISTANT on one of several 
projects looking at news and entertain-
ment media. Research assistants are 
paid, part time positions working 20+ 
hrs/wk, $9.50/hr. Basic computer skills 
necessary and training in social sci-
ence research methods useful. Weíll 
train on specifi cs. Near Foggy Bottom. 
Great job for students! If you are a de-
tail oriented person interested in the 
media, mail your resume to CENTER 
FOR MEDIA AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS, 
2100 L Street, NW, #300, Washington, 
DC 20037, email employment@cmpa.
com, or fax 202-872-4014. EOE. 

Dylan Brogan, Classified Manager
Phone: (202) 994-7079
Fax: (202) 994-1309
Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web: gwhatchet.com/classifieds
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We accept American Express, 
Discover, MasterCard, and VISA cards, as well as 

cash & checks through the office.CLASSIFIEDS

ACROSS
1 Up to the task
5 Machinist’s tool

10 Study all night,
say

14 Common cause
of postponement

15 Rural units
16 Olympic

swimmer’s
assignment

17 Regis Philbin
and others

20 Hive occupant
21 Ariz. neighbor
22 Actor Milo
23 Actress Farrow
24 Foal’s mother
26 Motion picture

academy honor
33 Tureen

accessory
34 Hands (out)
35 Wall St. deal
36 Mystery writer

___ Stanley
Gardner

37 “See? … huh,
huh?”

38 Emptiness
39 Get older
40 Gift recipient
41 Lemon peels,

e.g.
42 Alumni
45 Toward shelter
46 Passé
47 Beauty’s

counterpart
50 The Beatles,

e.g.
52 ___ Na Na
55 There’s one in

17-, 26- and 
42-Across

59 Gen. Robert
___

60 Alaskan native
61 Transnational

currency
62 Wines to serve

with beef
63 Singer Turner

and others
64 Comic Sandler

DOWN
1 ___-Israeli

relations
2 Sweetie pie
3 Head case?
4 Finale
5 Nonprofessional
6 Part of a French

play
7 Cereal “for kids”
8 Haw’s partner
9 Language

suffix
10 Place for

hangers
11 Impetuous
12 A few chips,

say, in poker
13 Tableland
18 Japanese

cartoon style
19 Jewish circle

dances
23 French miss:

Abbr.
24 Setting
25 Working without

___
26 North Dakota’s

largest city
27 Slacker
28 Danish

birthplace of
Hans Christian
Andersen

29 Sacred choral
work

30 Irving Berlin’s
“When ___ You”

31 Back-of-
newspaper
section

32 Nonverbal
O.K.’s

33 Bit of foliage
37 Reason for an

R rating
38 Sell
40 Airline once said

to be “ready
when you are”

41 Nintendo’s The
Legend of ___

43 Pulverizes

44 Dunkable treats
47 1930’s boxing

champ Max
48 Vogue

competitor
49 Mimicked
50 Square in the

first column of
bingo

51 Water

52 Simple earring
53 Zeus’ wife
54 Molecule part
56 Flier in a cave
57 ___ Lilly, maker

of Prozac
58 Actor Stephen

of “The Crying
Game”

Puzzle by Adam G. Perl

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.20 a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($34.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
T R I E D A C A S E V A C A
D A I L Y D O Z E N I D A S
S P I K E D H A I R O A R S

O R I E L O I L M E N
C A W S C R E E N T E S T S
O P A H T E A M A T A
R I T E A I D U N L I N K S
O P E N T O A I R D R Y
T E R R A N E E M A I L E R

C Y R B C D E S E M I
A T O M I C B O M B S R E A
W H O O S H P E R O N
A R L O A P P E A L E D T O
S E E R D O E S N T W O R K
H E R E S I D E D I S H E S
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14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35

36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44

45 46

47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58

59 60 61

62 63 64

The New York Times Syndication Sales Corporation
609 Greenwich Street, New York, N.Y. 10014

For Information Call: 1-800-972-3550
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Edited by Will Shortz No. 1225
ACROSS

1 Seminal
computer game
of 1989

8 Special
delivery?

14 Shop steward,
briefly

16 When some
hands join

17 “Sold!”
18 Touching
19 1982 Richard

Pryor flick
20 Kick in
22 It’s east of

Mayfair
23 Farm stand

units
24 Spider’s legs,

e.g.
26 Article of

apparel akin to
a tarboosh

27 Dump
28 Entangles
30 Wonderland

directive
32 Relaxed

33 Take the top off
34 Superstition that

a rookie’s
second season
will fail

37 Under the table
38 Key of the

“Eroica”
39 Kind of blade
40 Break or time

follower
41 Go bad
44 Slangy

intensifier
45 Tallinn’s St. ___

Church, once
said to be the
tallest building
in Europe

47 Turn over
48 Saragossa is on

it
50 Squeeze
51 Major milk

maker
53 Met who won

the 1985 Cy
Young Award

55 Doesn’t let
differences
cause conflict

57 Stumblebum
58 Show stopper?
59 Catering aid
60 Took over

DOWN
1 Some executive

offices
2 Because
3 Good thing to

be put out of
4 Lab wear
5 Chinese leader?
6 Small heart, say
7 It helps in

passing
8 Lecture

follow-up
9 Language

related to
Bannock

10 Band featured
on the reality
show “Rock
Star”

11 Rarely
12 100%
13 Went out for a

while?
15 Clinical trial

phenomenon
21 Problem while

drying out
24 Utah city
25 Party hiree
28 Rescuee’s cry
29 It can help you

carry a tune
31 Take ___ (suffer

loss)
32 Highlighted rte.

on a map
33 Hungarian

filmmaker Tarr

34 It may be found
in a slip

35 Just out, maybe
36 Some mail

services: Abbr.
37 Breakfast order
40 An oenophile

might detect a
hint of this

41 Winner of the
first World
Series (as the
“Americans”)

42 “Swan Lake”
princess

43 Stiffened
46 Slow
47 It may appear

on a record

49 Something
picked up in a
gym

51 Universal Postal
Union
headquarters

52 Strong team
54 It’s a big stretch
56 Large cells

Puzzle by Mike Nothnagel

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.20 a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($34.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
Z E R O S C H E S T R E P
E L U D E H U E T H E D A
D E M O N K I N G R E V U P

G I R D E D B O D I C E
B A N R E D R E M O V E R
A N A K I N E E L W E D S
A T T I C A N N O Y

E M B O S S T W E E D
M U T E S A L I K E

S P A M S R S G R I P E S
T A T E R T O T E M L Y E
R E L A Y S W A T S O N
E L A N D B R I N G E M O N
E L S I E I N N I R A T E
P A T E R B A G F A T E D
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Create and solve your
Sudoku puzzles for FREE.
Play Super Sudoku and win prizes at:

prizesudoku.com
The Sudoku Source of “The GW Hatchet”.
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To Play: Complete the grid so that every row, column 
and every 3X3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. There is 
no guessing or math involved, just use logic to solve.

Apts, Sublets & Rooms

www.TheSublet.com
BROWSE & LIST FREE!

All Cities & Areas! 201-265-7900

Seek and you 
shall score
M R H E C L K C

R F C A M S J P

G K E T C A S O

T R G M A T D N

A S R R T S A B

Y R E H E C S E

T A C M F X R T

U I O D S A T R

800-2Review • PrincetonReview.com

Private Tutoring
Small Group Tutoring 
Online 
Classroom

Test names are the trademarks of their respective owners, who are not affiliated with The Princeton 
Review. The Princeton Review and The Princeton Review logo are trademarks of The Princeton 
Review, Inc., which is not affiliated with Princeton University.

Thai Place

GWorld
Accepted

Patio Dining/Private
Party Room/Full Bar/Free
Delivery/Free Catering

Sun-Thurs 11am-10:30pm
Fri-Sat 11am-11pm

4:30-7:30PM everyday
Half Price Beer & Cocktails

(after first regular priced drink)

You may be eligible if you are:
• Between the ages of 10-17
• Medically healthy
• Free of current or past history of psychiatric illness
• Free of a history of head trauma with loss of consciousness
• Not currently taking any medication

Researchers at the NIMH are seeking healthy child and
adolescent volunteers to participate in studies on mood and
anxiety disorders. Participation in these studies may include a
physical exam, lab work, brain imaging, and/or psychological
interviews. The studies are conducted at the NIH Clinical
Center in Bethesda, Maryland.

Compensation is provided.

Please call: 301-594-8705 (TTY: 1-866-411-1010)
http://patientinfo.nimh.nih.gov

or for other studies: www.clinicaltrials.gov

National Institute of Mental Health 
National Institutes of Health, Department of Health & Human Services

Healthy Volunteers Needed for Child
& Adolescent Mental Health Research
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Place your ad 
today at 

gwhatchet.com/classifi eds
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DETECT
Detect suspicious activity by routinely
monitoring your fi nancial accounts and
billing statements.

DEFEND
Defend against ID theft as soon as
you suspect it.

DETER
Deter identity thieves by
safeguarding your information.

FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION U.S. POSTAL INSPECTION SERVICE
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BROADCAST SUMMER 2007 
!! OPEN TO ALL GW UNDERGRADS !! 

Broadcast Summer is an intensive broadcast production experience for GW 
undergrads. Students earn 8 credits and must take the two course package. The 
package arms students with skills in television production and broadcast news 
writing. Students will receive hands-on instruction in television production and 
will produce their own public affairs show that will air on GWTV, Channel 6, 
SMPA's closed-circuit cable channel. Broadcast Summer is open to all 
undergraduate students.  

The SMPA Broadcast Summer requires hand-registration. Registration begins on 
January 30th at the School of Media and Public Affairs front desk (Media and 
Public Affairs, Suite 400). Because space is limited you must sign up, and 
provide a $100 non-refundable deposit, in order to guarantee your space. 

Schedule

Broadcast News Writing Lecture
Monday-Thursday 9:30-11:00am 

Public Affairs On-Air Lecture
Monday-Thursday 12:00-1:30pm 

Public Affairs On-Air Lab
Monday-Thursday 1:30-3:00pm 

For More Information Please Visit: 
www.gwu.edu/~smpa/features/broadcast.cfm

Catholic’s development plan passed

by Catherine Villnave
Senior Staff Writer

GW’s 20-year Campus Plan 
will go before the D.C. Zoning 
Commission Monday for pos-
sible approval after Catholic 
University’s proposed campus 
plan amendment passed during 
a single public hearing late last 
month.

Monday’s hearing for GW’s 
plan, which is a proposed agree-
ment between the city and GW 
on restrictions for future cam-
pus development, is the seventh 
meeting in a four-month process 
before the Zoning Commission. 
The tone of the hearings has been 
contentious at times, as the Foggy 
Bottom Association and local 
elected officials have used law-
yers and expert testimony to block 
GW’s 2006 Campus Plan propos-
al. GW’s new 20-year proposal 
would supersede the original 10-
year plan initially conceived in 
2000.

In contrast to the resistance 
GW has seen, no parties came out 
in opposition to Catholic’s campus 
plan, said D.C. Office of Zoning 
Spokesperson Sara Bardin.

Catholic’s proposal changed 
the construction site for two 
residence halls 
approved in its 
2002 campus 
plan. Locally 
elected Advisory 
Neighborhood 
Commissioners 
said they were 
happy to see 
more resi-
dence halls on 
Catholic’s cam-
pus because that 
translates into 
fewer students 
in the surround-
ing neighbor-
hood.

“I have no 
problems with (the amendment) 
because it’s about things the com-
munity would rather have hap-
pen,” said ANC 5A Commissioner 
Mary Baird-Currie. Baird-Currie, 
who represents a district that bor-
ders Catholic, said the Michigan 

Park ANC has not voted on the 
campus plan yet, but assumed 
the other commissioners would 
approve it at the next meeting.

Nearly all of Catholic’s student 
body lives on campus, according 

to the univer-
sity’s Housing 
and Residential 
Services. GW 
is required to 
house 70 percent 
of its students 
– including all 
freshmen and 
s o p h o m o r e s 
– on campus as 
part of the 2000 
Campus Plan. 

R e c e n t l y 
elected Foggy 
Bottom/West 
End ANC Chair 
Michael Thomas 
said one of the 

reasons residents are upset about 
the University’s proposed con-
struction is the inconvenience the 
projects place on the neighbor-
hood. Thomas said the approved 
construction of a 474 bed dorm 
on F Street, behind the School 

Without Walls, is a continuation of 
the school encroaching on residen-
tial housing.

“The basic problem is that if 
GW gets what it wants, there will 
be a lot of construction for a lot 
years and that will be disruptive 
to the residential neighborhood,” 
he said.

ANC 5C Chairperson Anita 
Bonds, who represents the dis-
trict with purview over Catholic 
University, said the fact that com-
munity residences are far away 
from proposed construction is the 
major difference between GW and 
Catholic. She said the relations 
between Catholic and its neighbors 
generally have been amicable.

“It’s a harmonious relation-
ship,” she said. “But (unlike GW) 
we have very few residential struc-
tures next door to university facili-
ties. It’s really entirely different.”

The different experiences of 
GW and Catholic in pursuing 
development projects show the 
scope of town-gown relationships 
between neighborhood commu-
nities and the universities they 
house.

“It’s really like comparing 

Pluto to the sun,” GW Media 
Relations Director Tracy Schario 
said about the two schools’ cam-
pus plan proposals.

Schario said the geography 
of the two campuses – one an 
enclosed campus and the other 
an urban campus integrated with 
the surrounding community 
– accounts for the different types 
of relations. 

She said a similar proposal 
to Catholic University’s recent 
amendment to its campus plan 
was GW’s School Without Walls 
proposal. This project involves 
the University funding build-
ing renovations to a D.C. public 
high school located on campus in 
exchange for the school selling a 
parking lot to GW.

Although the SWW pub-
lic hearing before the Zoning 
Commission was a well-attend-
ed hearing where there was not 
enough seating for all of the par-
ties in support and opposition, it 
was approved in one night, simi-
lar to Catholic’s proposal.

Said Schario, “In the end, 
everyone realized that we needed 
a new dorm.” n

“It’s really like 
comparing Pluto to the 

sun.” 

TRACY SCHARIO
GW MEDIA RELATIONS 

DIRECTOR

GW still fighting 
with community 
for Campus Plan

Alex Ellis/Hatchet photographer
Last month the D.C. Office of Zoning passed a campus plan for Catholic University wih little 
opposition from the community. As GW lobbies for its own campus plan’s passage, University 
officials say the two proposals are very different.

by Sarah Scire
Hatchet Reporter

With the new Democratic ma-
jority in Congress, some young 
conservatives may be wondering 
how the change will affect their 
chances of getting an internship 
or job on Capitol Hill.

Most professionals and ex-
perienced students close to the 
issue agree there are plenty of 
opportunities for everyone.

“I don’t think Republican 
students will have any trouble 
finding jobs on the Hill,” said 
Andrew Palczewski, a College 
Republican who interned in a 
subcommittee before the power 
shift in Congress. “It all depends 
on who’s taking on interns, and 
that largely depends on the indi-
vidual member, not their party, 
from what I’ve seen.”

Palczewski, a sophomore, 
said for most competitive in-
ternships on Capitol Hill, offices 
are more interested in whether 
or not an intern is from the same 
district or state as the Congress-
man. He said that it isn’t as un-
common as most think to see a 
student cross party lines when 
looking for internships, making 
the opportunities party-neutral 
for the most part.

“There are several Democrats 
and Independents that I would 
work for if they might consider 
hiring me,” Palczewski said.

Although the Republicans 
lost 28 seats in the House of Rep-
resentatives and six seats in the 
Senate to the Democrats, College 
Republicans’ Public Relations 
Director Peter Glessing stressed 
that the GOP still occupies hun-
dreds of seats in both houses.

“Keep in mind that there 
are still 202 Republicans in the 
House and 49 Republicans in the 
Senate,” Glessing, a junior, said.

James Murray, interim direc-
tor of the GW Career Center, said 
party affiliation shouldn’t be the 
determining factor in any appli-
cation. He added that he does 
advise students to be aware of 
what they list on their resumes, 
especially party affiliations.

“Of course, in order to be 
convincing, a student needs to 
be able to demonstrate why they 
want to work in that congres-
sional office or with that lobby-

ist firm,” Murray said. “If they 
worked for John Kerry or Ted 
Kennedy and then apply for a 
job at the (National Rifle Associ-
ation), there will be some head-
scratching there. They’ll be ask-
ing ‘Why do they want this?’”

The NRA is traditionally a 
Republican organization that 
lobbies for gun owners’ rights.

Murray said being a College 
Democrat or a College Repub-
lican will not prevent a student 
from getting an internship or 
job on the Hill because there are 
many opportunities for both par-
ties. He said it’s usually an issue 
of eligibility, not affiliation.

“If a student is having diffi-
culty finding success on the Hill, 
it is not for political reasons,” 
Murray said. “A successful appli-
cation depends on the student’s 
skill sets and experience.”

Michael Weil, communica-
tions director for the GW Col-
lege Democrats, said he too felt 
there were more than enough 
opportunities for students on 
each side of the political spec-
trum. He said there are other 
more important factors employ-
ers consider.

“First and foremost, con-
gressional offices look for strong 
political sense and personal in-
tellect,” Weil, a junior, said. “Of-
fices also look for people who 
are loyal, have strong commu-
nications skills and are person-
able.”

Political science professor 
Christopher Deering stressed 
that being from a congressman’s 
district is the most significant 
factor in getting a job on the 
Hill.

“The more moderate the 
member is, the less simple party 
ID will matter,” he said.

Deering added that if stu-
dents cannot get a job across 
party lines it is probably because 
they don’t want to look.

Junior Laura Graham said 
working in an office that lost an 
election was a hard experience 
for the employees and interns. 
Graham was working for U.S. 
Rep. Curt Weldon (R-Pa.) when 
he lost his bid for re-election.

“After the election, the of-
fice was very sober as everyone 
looked for other employment,” 
she said. n

New majority, 
new jobs?


