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Faculty Senate
rejects 4x4 plan
by Elise Kigner
Senior Staff Writer

The Faculty Senate rejected
the University’s plan to adopt a
four-by-four credit structure two
months before their vote was
scheduled to take place.
At Friday’s meeting in the
Marvin Center, the body passed
a resolution recommending that
the schools should not switch at
this time from the three-credit,
five-class system to the four-class,
four-credit plan administrators
have proposed. The Senate’s resolution states that reduced class
time will not lead to improved
academics and that there is little
evidence that the model will save
costs.
Last November the Faculty
Senate voted to wait until April
to make a decision on the fourby-four plan, extending the
original January deadline set
by Executive Vice President for
Academic Affairs Donald Lehman. At the time, members of the
Faculty Senate said they needed
more time to study its benefits
and disadvantages, but on Friday, the body decided to make
the vote two months earlier than
expected.
The deans of GW’s individual
colleges are still considering the

ORIGINALCOLONIALS

plan and Lehman said he had
expected that the schools would
vote on four-by-four in April
and make a recommendation
to the Faculty Senate. He said
he thought the Faculty Senate
would at that point make a recommendation.
Lehman urged the Senate not
to just dismiss the entire fourby-four plan and to consider the
merits of each of its parts.
“Adopting a scenario is not a
vote to make the change to a fourby-four,” he said. “It is possible
to change some parts of the scenario and to give up some parts
but not all.”
Switching to a four-by-four
model was studied twice before
in 1992 and 2003 and was rejected
both times. The Senate resolution
states that the 2006 four-by-four
report does not present any new
evidence that disproves the conclusions of the 2003 study group
that found there is little empirical research about the connection
between curricular structure and
academic engagement.
In 2002 a Joint Academic Affairs/Faculty Senate Task Force
rejected the plan and in 2003 a
study group of students, staff
and administrators again rejected

Nick Gingold/assistant photo editor

Revolutionary War reenactors march through Old Town Alexandria during a parade celebrating George
Washington’s birthday Monday afternoon. Organizers say the march is the largest President’s Day parade in
the nation. See STORY, page 5.

See 4X4, p. 15

SA candidates debate issues

Univ. says iHousing
running smoothly

Presidential and
EVP candidates
ﬁeld questions

by Kaitlyn Jahrling
Metro News Editor

by Andrew Ramonas
Senior Staff Writer

Two years after the fiery discourse of
CNN’s “Crossfire” left campus, political
debate returned to the Media and Public
Affairs Building last week.
Ten candidates running for Student
Association president and executive vice
president faced questions in the Jack
Morton Auditorium Thursday night
before a crowd of about 150 students. The
five presidential candidates and five EVP
candidates focused on the organization’s
future advocacy efforts and debated the
merits of heavy previous involvement
with the SA.
In preparation for Wednesday and
Thursday’s election, the candidates
answered questions from panelists including two Hatchet editors and a writer for the
Daily Colonial Web site. A senior Hatchet
editor also moderated the two-hour forum.
The event – the First Annual GW HatchetSA Candidates Debate – was taped for
WRGW radio and GWTV.

Alex Ellis/Hatchet photographer

Junior David “Tito” Wilkinson right speaks at the Hatchet–SA debate alongside
four candidates for SA president in the Jack Morton Auditorium Thursday night.
SA President Lamar Thorpe welcomed
the students to the auditorium by sharing
his experiences during the past year.
“I have learned that the major job (of
president) is an advocate for students,”
Thorpe, a senior, said. “The dirty secret is
that 99 percent of time spent is representing students in Rice Hall.”
The event was organized in part
because of the absence of a formal debate
in last year’s election. Two years ago, the

False alarms
plague hall

ly to evacuate during future
alarms because they assume
they’re false. The captain addUniversity Police officers ed that knowingly and delibposted public safety adviso- erately causing a fire alarm is a
ries in Mitchell Hall this week violation of D.C. law. Penalties
after residents experienced six include a fine, jail time and a
false fire alarms
Student Judicial
in one week, ofServices punishten in the middle
“The University’s ment.
of the night.
“The UniverUPD Captain
sity’s
primary
primary
concern
Frank
Demes
concern during
said that at least
during a ﬁre alarm a fire alarm is
five of the false
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Demes
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when there is a
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effects of the false fire alarms.
Demes said students caught
Demes said officials worry ignoring ﬁre alarms will be
the frequent alarms will cause disciplined for v i o l a t i n g the
a “boy-cries-wolf” scenario
See ALARM, p. 15
where students are less likeby Samantha Honig
Hatchet Reporter

SA sponsored a debate with the National
Honors Society. The Hatchet and the SA,
which co-sponsored Thursday’s forum,
plan to hold the event every year.
The SA presidential candidates
included juniors Marc Abanto, Michael
Ray Huerta, Casey Pond, David “Tito”
Wilkinson and sophomore Nicole Capp.
The EVP candidates included juniors Elliot
See DEBATE, p. 15

Students are adapting well to the
new preference-based computer system after rising seniors applied for oncampus housing last week, said Seth
Weinshel, assignments director of GW
Housing Programs.
Whereas students previously
chose available rooms during time
slots governed by randomly assigned
numbers, the new assignment system
called iHousing uses a computer program to make assignments based on
individual preferences of buildings,
room sizes and roommates.
“We’ve done everything we need
to do to make the system as not confusing as possible,” Weinshel said.
“We haven’t heard people say ‘This
was hard to ﬁgure out.’”
Although the process is different
from what students have experienced
in the past, Weinshel said students
shouldn’t be confused as iHousing
is a very similar system to freshman
housing selection. About 80 percent of
rising seniors completed online housing applications last week. The other
20 percent are either planning to live

off campus or failed to complete their
forms on time.
Weinshel added that GW Housing
Programs has dedicated many hours
toward educating students on the new
system. He said students that are constantly in contact with other students,
such as Residential Property Management staff and members of the Student
Association, all received training on
the new program.
GW Housing Programs recommends students choose at least ﬁve
preferences. Most students have chosen ﬁve to seven, but preferences can
range from one to 17.
On March 29, most students applying for on-campus housing will
receive an assignment. Some students,
however, will be placed on a wait list
because the computer system could
not match an available room with their
preferences.
Rising sophomores not receiving
a housing assignment go onto a guaranteed wait list because of a zoning
agreement requiring all underclassmen to be housed on campus. Weinshel said he does not expect there to be
See IHOUSING, p. 15

Exotic engineer

Scantily-clad SEAS
student models on
Internet, at D.C. clubs
by Nour Hammour
Hatchet Staff Writer

By day, junior Sabrina Patel can be
found in the library studying linear programming, network models and queuing
theory for her systems analysis major in the
engineering school. But by night, her work
gets much more scandalous.
Patel, often clad in barely-there lingerie, a bikini or S&M apparel, has spent
the past year flaunting and photographing
her petite 5’4’’ frame, and getting herself
noticed in the modeling business. She has
been featured on runways around the city,
modeling Web sites and is in next month’s
issue of the men’s magazine FHM, in stores
now.
An exotic looking half-Indian, halfwhite beauty, Patel models for Advocate’s
Angels, a fast-rising modeling agency operating up and down the East Coast. She
said she got started modeling while she
was working as a promoter for Panorama
Productions, an agency that organizes club
parties all over the city.
“Once I started going to the clubs, I

noticed that they had fashion shows sometimes, and the models were paid a lot more
than the promoters,” she said. “I said to
myself: ‘I bet I can do that,’ and I just went
for it.”
Patel, who grew up in the region and
went to high school in Fairfax County, Va.,
said she started modeling to make some
extra dough and found an agency through
those on the promoter scene. Things quickly moved from part-time to full-time and
a bump in the road caused her to make a
switch.
“I got started a year ago with Liton
agency, but after a while I stopped working
with them because they thought I had too
many tattoos,” Patel, who has handcuffs
tattooed on her legs and a key in a more
mysterious place, said. “Then I registered
onto Myspace.com, and that’s where I
found the agency I am currently working
for, Advocate’s Angels.”
While Patel may not be mainstream yet,
her modeling career has boomed through
the popularity of online databases like
Facebook and MySpace. She uses them to
get hired for shoots or shows and advertise
her past and upcoming work.
Patel has modeled lingerie or swimsuits
all around the District, from Fur Nightclub
in Northeast to MCCXXIII downtown on
Connecticut Avenue. She also does car
modeling for an agency called Crossroad
See MODEL, p. 7
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Junior Sabrina Patel shows off the outfits
she wears as a lingerie model in fashion
shows throughout the District.
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TUESDAY
Senior portraits
Last chance for seniors to
take portraits for the 2007
yearbook.
Fifth floor Marvin Center
Tuesday through Friday 10
a.m to 6 p.m.
Cost: $15
Sponsored by The Cherry
Tree Yearbook

Black history celebration
event
In honor of Black History
Month, the Gelman Library
Diversity Committee hosts
University of D.C. Professor
Clarence Davis and graduate
student Amber Wiley.
Gelman Library 207

Film Screening of HBO
documentary “Thin”
Following the film, Active
Minds will host a pannel discussion to answer questions
about the film and talk about
the effects eating disorders
have on college students.
7:30 to 9:45 p.m.
Marvin Center Amphitheater
Sponsored by Active Minds

GWBRIEFS
Starbucks happy with 24-hour
store on campus
On Thursday, Gelman Starbucks was full of students typing away on their laptops and
reading textbooks – at 3:05 a.m.
Starbucks began 24-hour
operation on Jan. 14, remaining open non-stop from Sunday until Friday at 10 p.m.,
and closing at 10 p.m. on Saturdays. Though the coffee venue
located on the ground ﬂoor of
Gelman Library is amid a 90day trial period of these hours,
ofﬁcials say it is likely that
these hours will become a permanent schedule.
“We’re pleased with progress so far,” said Robert Howell,
a Starbucks district manager.
He indicated that the store will
most likely permanently adopt
its current 24-hour schedule.
Howell said that a variety of
aspects made the Gelman Starbucks a candidate for 24-hour
operation including the solid relationship that the company has
with the University and its students, convenient Metro access
for employees and the amount
of activity around 23rd and H
streets location.
Staying open 24 hours is
sensible, Howell said.
“There are a couple hours in
the deep part of the night that
are probably the slowest (for
customers), but there are always
things that can be done in the
store, operationally,” Howell
said, adding that ﬁlling additional staff needs has not been a

WEDENSDAY

THURSDAY

HIGH 50 | LOW 36

HIGH 51 | LOW 32

HIGH 56| LOW 33

FRIDAY

FOUR DAY

FORECAST

Lizzie Wozobski – Campus News Editor (ewozobski@gwhatchet.com)
Jessica Calefati – Campus News Editor (jcalefati@gwhatchet.com)

CAMPUS
CALENDAR

TUESDAY

problem.
“We hired some more people, we repositioned some people. The core of the staff is very
stable,” Howell said.
Sophomore Hayley Mire,
who was at Starbucks at 1 a.m.
last Friday, said she has enjoyed
the late-night service.
“Last week I was here until
2 a.m. It’s so much better than
(studying in) Gelman,” she said.
Sarah Lee, a junior who visited Starbucks at around 3:05
a.m. Thursday was looking for
some late-night fuel.
“Obviously I’m up at 3 a.m.,
it’s great to come down here and
grab something hot to drink,”
Lee said.
–Jennifer Easton

Board of Trustees makes
academic changes
The Board of Trustees voted at their Feb. 9 meeting to
approve an online Doctorate
in Nursing Practice program to
start next fall.
The program will be the
fourth entirely online DNP
program in the country, according to Ellen Dawson, the
chair of the department of
nursing.
Trustee Lydia Thomas said
similar programs across the
country are already over-subscribed, and that GW’s program will help to remedy a
shortage in nurses.
“As you know, the nation is
facing a nursing crisis, and it’s
only going to get worse,” she
said.
The Board also reported
that GW’s cancer institute, now

in its fourth year, is continuing to reach out to minority
populations in the District. The
institute has tested 333 men
by speaking to women about
prostate cancer and encouraging them to tell their husbands
to get tested, said trustee Alan
From.
“The services that we provide really do save lives,” From
said. “We certainly owe this to
the District of Columbia.”
The Virginia Campus is
still working to recover from
a 2004 embezzlement incident
and will be increasing staff at
the campus to 400, said trustee
Mark Hughes.
Hughes said the school
needs to be able to serve students from the area. “We have
a commitment to improving
the quality of life in that region,” he said.
As part of a strategic plan
the trustees will be studying
ﬁve to 10 universities also with
remote campuses. Hughes said
they will be scheduling a meeting with President-elect Steven
Knapp to talk about John’s
Hopkins’s six remote campuses, which include campuses in
China and Italy.
Also the Board of Trustees
granted Knapp tenure in the
English department as a professor of English at their winter meeting. While a vote was
unnecessary according to procedures, University President
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg
proposed a vote.
“I think it would be optically splendid if the Board could
vote on the tenure,” he said.
–Elise Kigner

HIGH 46 | LOW 29

SNAPSHOT Snowy surprise

Nick Gingold/assistant photo editor

A wintry blast ripped through campus brieﬂy on Saturday evening, causing white-out conditions in Foggy Bottom.

WEDNESDAY
“Love your body” health fair
Come see what resources
GW has for you. Chat with
peer educators, sample
nutritional snacks, learn
about chakras and your
health and enjoy a chair
massage.
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Marvin Center - Marc C.
Abrahms Great Hall
Sponsored by the
Counseling Center

Correction

Clarification

In the article “Colonials lose
in Philly; Moore out for the season,” Sports Information Director Brad Bower was quoted as
saying that sophomore Cheyenne Moore is out for the season and will have surgery on
his foot. Bower only said that
Moore will be out for the season
and GW head men’s basketball coach Karl Hobbs said that
Moore will have surgery.

In the article “Potomac
House’s Carvings eatery
open” (Feb. 12, p. 1), The
Hatchet reported that the
new eatery Carvings will offer a meat-carving station.
A Carvings employee said
Monday that the food venue
does not have enough room
for a carving station by the
food bar and will cut turkey
in the kitchen.

Do you enjoy developing web sites and programs? Are you skilled
in PHP, HTML and CSS? Then the position of web manager may
be for you. If you have the ability to quickly learn web programming, have exposure to InDesign or Photoshop as well as a
flexible schedule, please contact Web Manager Greg Gross at
ggross@gwhatchet.com.
8-12 hours/week
Gregory Gross, Web Manager
ggross@gwhatchet.com
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Bahraini activists fight for democracy, justice

Speeches discuss terrorism, U.S. policy in Middle East
by Eric Walker
Hatchet Reporter

Two political activists from
Bahrain described their fight for
social justice and called on students to help bring democracy
to the Middle East at the Marvin
Center Amphitheater Thursday
night.
The activists were hosted by
Students Defending Democracy,
a student organization striving
to educate Americans about the
threat of terrorism and promote
democratic ideals. One of the
speakers, Abdulhadi Alkhawaja, is
president of a grassroots humanrights organization in Bahrain and
a fugitive from the Bahraini government. The other speaker was Dr.
Salah Al-Bander, secretary-general
of the Gulf Centre for Democratic
Development, who lives in political exile from Bahrain.
Bahrain is an Arab island kingdom off the coast of Saudi Arabia.
Both speakers touched on the
issue of terrorism, but talked mostly about the phenomenon in the
context of American failures in the
Middle East. Alkhawaja and AlBander said U.S. ties to the ruling

families of many Arab states and
its failure to support democratic
reforms as the main motivating
factors behind terrorist attacks.
They added that these factors have
caused widespread animosity
towards America throughout the
region.
“It’s not because (the terrorists)
hate the United States,” Al-Bander
said. “They feel that America kept
silent at times when they were
fighting for their rights and instead
supported the oppressive regimes
who were denying rights.”
Al-Bander said many Arab
people turn to terrorism after being
discouraged from expressing the
problems they are having in a less
violent way.
Alkhawaja said he is confident
true reform will be achieved in his
lifetime, but more American support is needed.
“The United States is losing
the hearts and minds of people
in the Middle East by supporting
dictators that act contrary to the
people’s needs.” he said.
Living in and out of prison for
the past two decades, Alkhawaja
is no stranger to the consequences of fighting the government.

Bahraini authorities incarcerated
him Feb. 2 when they discovered
he was planning a trip to D.C.
to deliver a lecture on political
reform in Bahrain at the American
Enterprise Institute.
Alkhawaja said he was freed
only after widespread public
protests following the arrest. The
Bahraini government’s charges of
political crimes include insulting
the king, inciting hatred against
the regime and an intention to
change the governing system
of the country. Upon return to
Bahrain, Alkhawaja faces up to 16
years in prison.
“I know the trial will be unfair,
and I could go to jail for a long
time, but we will keep fighting
because it is the only way to bring
about change and promote human
rights and democracy not only in
Bahrain, but all over the world,”
Alkhawaja said.
In 1989, Alkhawaja founded
the Bahrain Center for Human
Rights and now serves as its president. Although government officials have closed the center many
times, it still works to promote
democratic reform in Bahrain. The
government has also blocked the

Nick Gingold/assistant photo editor

Abdulhadi Alkhawaja (left), President of the Bahrain Center for Human Rights, spoke to students about
the struggle for social justice in the Middle East at the Marvin Center Amphitheater Thursday night.
center’s Web site.
Al-Bander,
an
AfricanArabian, worked underground for

16 years researching human rights
violations in Bahrain before being
deported by the Bahraini govern-

ment. He said Middle Eastern
See BAHRAIN, p. 5

Fraternities see record recruitment GWTV gains
Membership grows 22
new programs
percent since 2003, with

290 new members
by Marissa Bialecki
Hatchet Staff Writer

The Interfraternity Council’s spring recruitment ended earlier this month with more people joining a Greek-letter group this year than
any year in recorded history.
Last academic year, 277 male students
joined a Greek-letter organization compared to
this year’s 290. While GW’s Office of Greek Life
does not have complete records for participation
in groups, records available show that there has
been a 22 percent increase in fraternity membership at GW since 2003.
Jon Williamson, executive vice president of
the North-American Interfraternity Conference,
said there has been a 2 to 3 percent increase
in fraternity membership nationally each year
since 2001.
“When you dig down, it’s about having
friends,” Williamson said. “Friendship never

goes out of style, and fraternities can provide
lifelong friendships.”
“Men are still driven (to join fraternities)
by the same basic beliefs,” Williamson said.
“These beliefs include lifelong friendship, the
opportunity to work with others, a dedication
to the greater good through community service
and working for knowledge to help society at
large.”
Over the course of Greek life’s history at
GW, 49 IFC fraternities have been on campus
at some point, including several that merged
or became other Greek-letter organizations,
according to the Office of Greek Life’s Web site.
Today, there are 14 recognized IFC fraternities
on campus.
Next year, the IFC will celebrate the sesquicentennial of the first fraternity on campus. The
Washington City Rho chapter of Sigma Alpha
Epsilon came to GW in 1858, but lost recognition
with the University in 1994 after repeated policy
violations.
University President Stephen Joel
Trachtenberg said the increased popularity of
fraternities and sororities at GW has been a
gradual change over the years.
“Back in the day, (Greek Life) was less
responsible,” Trachtenberg said. “Today, they’ve
become a more positive force on campus.

They’re fun, and a good social support system,
but they have a more serious commitment.”
Trachtenberg said the University has made
a commitment to encouraging the growth
of Greek-letter groups and buildings like
Townhouse Row on 23rd Street, which opened
in 2003 to house some Greek-letter organizations, are evidence of that.
“(Greek life) has come a long way,” he said.
“I don’t think we’ll ever be a big Greek university since there are too many alternatives. But,
there is plenty of room for those who do want
to get involved.”
Freshman Bobby Roglieri, a new member
of Pi Kappa Phi, said that he initially didn’t consider joining a fraternity.
“I went to a few of the events and found
that I felt like I was back at home with family
and friends,” Roglieri said, adding that as the
“brotherhood spreads out” and gains a stronger presence on campus, more freshmen are
inspired to join.
All of the IFC’s fraternities on campus hold
spring recruitment events while only a few of
the Panhellenic Association sororities sponsor
spring recruitment events. GW’s other Greek-letter group governing councils – the Multicultural
Greek Council and the Pan-Hellenic Association
– have different recruitment procedures. n

by Lindsay Corcoran
Hatchet Reporter

GWTV is back on the air with
new programming after a fall full
of difﬁculties and a blank screen.
Students who tuned into
Channel 6 at the beginning of the
year saw nothing and for months
after that, the only thing airing was
the class-produced news magazine
show “The Source” on a continuous loop.
Now students will see a wider
range of programming appearing on the screens of GWTV after
seniors Matt Saunders and Curtis
Raye took over the station a few
months ago. They took charge,
promising a change of attitude and
procedure.
The new presidents of the organization said in the fall that they
were looking to create a new execu-

tive board and encourage broader
student involvement to get GWTV
back up and running. This is a process that they said has happened
more quickly than anticipated.
“The goal was to go slowly,
and it has actually happened faster
than we expected,” Saunders said.
“We were capable of more than I
was expecting us to be able to do.”
Director of the School of Media and Public Affairs Lee Huebner said he has noticed positive
changes with the station.
“I am a strong supporter of a
student-led GWTV effort and am
encouraged by the recent progress
which is being made in this direction,” Huebner said.
Since Saunders and Raye took
over the station this fall, the station
has increased its programming,
See GWTV, p. 14
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“People will always remember me for condoms.”
–Student Association President Lamar Thorpe, commenting on his
program that provides free condoms in residence halls as SA
elections gear up this week.

Gabriel Okolski – Opinions Editor (gokolski@gwhatchet.com)
Kyle Spector – Senior Opinions Editor (kspector@gwhatchet.com)

Student Association endorsments

Casey Pond for Student
Association president

Over the course of the past
Last year, this page gave
year, the Student Association Pond serious consideration for
has emerged from years of the presidential endorsement;
squabbling and scandal as a however, the editorial advised
body that is slowly regain- him to distance himself from
ing some of its credibility and the scandals and failures of forusefulness. Under President mer President Audai Shakour
Lamar Thorpe’s leadership, and SA politics in general.
the group has kept free from Pond has done just that, forgscandal, enacted several tan- ing strong connections with
gible initiatives
students outside
to help students
the group and
and maintained
a d m i n i s t r a t or s
a focus on advowho can realcacy.
istically bring
That is not to
new policies to
say that the job
fruition. The fact
is finished; most
that Pond is not
of this year ’s
running on a
initiatives were
slate also promlimited in scope
ises an adminisand it may take
tration that does
several
years
not immediately
for the SA to
engender diviCasey Pond
develop into a
sion or political
fully functionbickering.
ing organizaOver the past
tion that effectively serves year, Pond also appears to have
the needs of the GW student gained maturity and tempered
body. That is why it is essential his speech to reflect the realisthat the next president build tic goals within the SA’s reach.
upon the foundation laid this Pond appears to understand
year to positively develop the that the organization he seeks
SA’s reputation in the minds to lead is about looking out for
of students and administrators student interests, and not crealike.
ating the broad and, at times,
Unlike last year ’s elec- radical policies that failed so
tion endorsement hearings, in badly in the past.
which Thorpe stood out as an
There will no doubt be
outstanding pick for the presi- weaknesses for Pond to overdency, none of this year’s can- come, however. Although he
didates shine as impressively has learned to work effectively
as the current leader. Out of in advisory and behind the
this pack, however, Casey scenes roles, the SA presidency
Pond distinguished himself as also requires a public face – an
the candidate who best under- area in which Pond has yet to
stands the nature and work- prove his skills.
ings of the SA and who will
Nonetheless, The Hatchet
best be able to advocate for believes that Pond has a solid
the student voice. The Hatchet foundation and understanding
endorses Casey Pond in his that makes him the best choice
bid for the SA presidency.
to lead the SA for the upcomPond ran for SA president ing year.
last year as well. Although
Marc Abanto also received
unsuccessful, he seemed to serious consideration for The
take the lessons of the elec- Hatchet’s endorsement. A
tion to heart and went to work moderate and personable indibehind the scenes to better GW. vidual, he would likely foster
Through his position on the SA a great amount of cooperation
Dining Services Commission, within the SA. His accomplishPond consulted with Sodexho ments during his time in the
on J Street’s new dining venues SA were less than impressive,
and also successfully played a however, for a two-year senarole in opening the Gelman tor, forcing the editorial board
Library Starbucks 24 hours a to wonder whether a year
day. These efforts, along with under his leadership would
his participation in helping bring substantive results.
GW lobby for Square 54 develEven so, Abanto will be
opment, come with little pub- an extremely valuable asset
lic recognition and show a true in next year’s SA. If Abanto
commitment to helping GW.
does not win the presidency, it

would behoove of him to seek
a position as a liaison for whoever is elected.
Nicole Capp showed the
most enthusiasm and spirit out of any candidate, and
she carries an impressive list
of achievements during her
short SA career. Her experience working with top administrators is limited, however.
Additionally, she articulated
a vision for the SA which
includes many programming
initiatives with a combative
stance with the administration – a course that many past
SA presidents have followed,
leading to failure.
While Capp has organized
a number of events as a senator, she must realize that there
is much more to the position
of president. A year working
closely on SA-wide initiatives
and learning about the political realities and constraints of
the SA would make Capp a
knock-out candidate for next
year.
David “Tito” Wilkinson is
a very well-spoken individual.
His complete lack of SA experience, however, makes him
unsuited for the job. While a
candidate with revolutionary
rhetoric such as his would have
been desirable in the past, it is
unnecessary following a year
of growth and productivity in
the SA.
Michael Ray Huerta presented a number of good ideas,
but he is not necessarily the
person to make them happen.
During his endorsement hearing, Huerta explained how
enamored he is with GW, making it seem as if he would be
unable to think critically about
areas in which the University
needs improvement. He would
still be able to work for his
viable proposals, such as 4RIDE service to the Student
Health Services facility, in a
non-executive position.
Thorpe has set the SA on
the right course, and next
year ’s president should be
someone who understands the
need for student advocacy and
pragmatic leadership. While
not a shining star out of the
field, Casey Pond is the candidate best suited to keep the SA
focused on the needs of GW
and not on internal politics or
radical change that could force
the group back into stagnation.

QUOTABLE

Andrew Cooper for EVP

The Student Association senDuring the interview, Cooper
ate is a strange animal at a unique discussed a no-nonsense approach
school. This deliberating body in dealing with debate and senate
designed to discuss student issues resolutions. He is a candidate who
often devolves into a mock U.S. is not afraid to come out against
Senate with students stroking their resolutions that are unfeasible
political egos. The situation has and guide senators in a more proimproved this year, however, with ductive direction. A well-spoken
new direction from the SA’s execu- individual, Cooper will command
tive branch and senators willing respect from student leaders while
to put ambition and divisiveness seeking ways to cooperate and
aside.
find the best avenues
One of the major
to deal with impordrivers for change
tant issues.
is also the current
Cooper’s two
executive vice presiyears working in GW
dent, Josh Lasky,
Housing Programs
who has fostered a
has given him the
pragmatic and coopopportunity to work
erative approach. To
with administrators
continue the progress
on student issues,
that has been made,
and his position as
The Hatchet is happy
a House Proctor in
Andrew Cooper
to endorse Andrew
Lafayette Hall has
Cooper, an SA insidgiven him an opporer who understands the practical tunity to interact with common
aspects of student life, for the posi- students. These experiences will
tion of EVP.
surely be assets in coordinating
Cooper, who is Vice President with the senate and GW’s leaderof Public Affairs in SA President ship to address student concerns.
Lamar Thorpe’s administration,
The major downfall to
stood out as the one candidate Cooper’s pursuit of EVP is his lack
who understands the student-cen- of procedural experience dealing
tered advocacy direction that the with the senate. Following the elecSA must take. Cooper’s associa- tion, however, he will have ample
tion with Thorpe, who has taken time to overcome this obstacle.
great steps to restore the SA’s cred- Ultimately, he has the right attiibility, is no doubt an asset, but this tude and experience for the posicandidate also has the individual tion, and with dedication he will
characteristics needed to lead the be able to easily learn the ins and
senate.
outs of the senate.

Chris Rotella also received
a serious examination for the
endorsement. Rotella is extremely qualified for the procedural
aspects of the job, and came with
a strong platform and solid experience dealing with the senate’s
procedural rules. Rotella also came
to the interview with some bright
ideas, and seemed to understand
the advocacy role of the SA.
Unfortunately, Rotella also has
ties to the older, more divisive parts
of the group. In addition to his
contact with former politicos who
found themselves in the center of
controversy, Rotella was also heavily involved in certain SA initiatives when that body was accused
of being ineffective. Additionally,
he did not seem to share the same
no-nonsense attitude that would
suit Cooper well for this job.
Still, Rotella has an effective
working knowledge of the SA and
could serve as a valuable asset to
next year’s SA executive branch.
Furthermore, he should continue
to push his ideas in the Senate
next year and work for student
advocacy.
The new SA senate will require
a leader whose principle skills
involve standing up for student
interests and ensuring that legislation is feasible and well planned.
Andrew Cooper is highly capable
of adroitly performing these duties,
so long as he is able to reach out to
the senate and familiarize himself
with the its rules and order.

As was the case last year, only Affairs Chair this year, Fu was part
two students are running to chair of a pioneering effort to bring on
Program Board, an
corporate sponsors.
organization that is
While this effort was
responsible for orgalimited in scale, it
nizing major events
represents this candion campus such as
date’s commitment to
Fall Fest and Spring
new ideas to support
Fling, as well as some
better events.
smaller ones. Unlike
Fu was also very
last year, both canknowledgeable about
didates have shared
issues close to stufundamental beliefs:
dents and seemed to
that the organizahave a good read on
tion must raise more
the types of music
Peter Fu
money to bring bigthat would resonate
name acts to campus,
with students. He
focus on organizing fewer pro- also seemed to display a familiargrams of better quality and foster a ity with the music world and disstronger college atmosphere.
played a practical understanding
Ultimately, this year’s election of the power that entertainment
comes down to the candidate with has in creating a stronger, more
the most knowledge, strongest cohesive campus feel.
experience and the best ideas to
Most importantly, Fu underachieve the aforementioned goals. stands the importance of building
Peter Fu stands out as the candi- on the areas in which PB does well
date best qualified to fit this need, and abandoning smaller events that
and The Hatchet enthusiastically are extremely poorly attended.
endorses him for PB chair.
Jay Kaplan espoused many of
In his position as Corporate the same ideas about PB as his

opponent. Kaplan, however, could
not articulate how his PB experience would translate into a successful chairmanship in the upcoming
year. As Information Technology
Chair of the PB Executive Board,
Kaplan observed a number of toplevel meetings over the past year,
but this experience does not provide the hands-on learning necessary for the job.
While Kaplan touched upon
the importance of corporate sponsors, he was quick to downplay
current efforts to raise outside
money. Unfortunately, Kaplan
failed to justify how he would do a
better job than those who faced the
daunting task of courting outside
businesses for the first time.
This year’s election for PB chair
comes down to two candidates
with similar ideas on the direction that the organization should
take. Without the proper experience, however, those ideas will go
nowhere. Peter Fu has displayed
the competency to follow through
on his goals and ultimately create
better programming for students.

Peter Fu is best for PB chair

Why the SA president does not deserve $15,000 of your money

G

W as a whole consumes an long and thankless hours to make this
unhealthy amount of pork. University and the world a better place
No, I’m not talking about the without receiving a dime. It’s also offendelicious carnitas in Chipotle burritos. sive to the SA Senators and staffers who
I’m talking about the ungodreceive no monetary compensaly amount of money spent by
tion for their time and effort.
JOHN
the Student Association on
Moreover, the scholarship very
frivolous projects that benefit
increases the SA presiMCCORMACK likely
a few at the expense of all.
dent’s sense of entitlement to
Over the years, the SA
spend other students’ money as
COLUMNIST
executive has developed an
he or she sees fit.
ever more insatiable appetite
Nicole Capp is the only SA
for spending student money on pork- presidential candidate who stated in
barrel projects, with this year’s budget an interview that she would attempt
including $13,000 for Colonial Coach to direct the scholarship money to stushuttles to airports during the holidays, dents. “I would meet with (Executive
$1,000 for condoms in residence halls Vice President and Treasurer Lou)
and $1,400 for an SA transition banquet. Katz and ask him to direct the $15,000
Perhaps more offensive than these expen- to cover the SA’s office expenses, so
ditures, however, is the $15,000 scholar- more money could go to student orgaship that the SA president receives from nizations,” Capp said. David “Tito”
the University.
Wilkinson said that he would be “open
The scholarship is a slap in the face to the idea” of directing the scholarto every student leader who works ship money to student organizations

but declined to discuss any definitive
actions. Marc Abanto said he believes
the scholarship is warranted, but added
that he is unsure of what the SA president can do to re-distribute it.
Michael Ray Huerta defended the
scholarship, noting that other student
leaders such as the chair of Program
Board and the editor of The Cherry Tree
receive scholarships from the University.
While each activity scholarship presents
its own debate, the SA president more
than anyone else should seek to embody
the role of the humble citizen legislator,
one who serves the student body without compensation rather than one who
works for the University for monetary
gain.
Casey Pond offered the most serious support for the scholarship, pointing
out that eliminating it might discourage
less-wealthy students from running. “I
personally don’t have the money to go
to GW. I have to work to pay my bills ...

I want to give the presidency my all and
having to work while doing it would
be difficult,” Pond said. “I think the SA
presidency is a full-time job.”
It would be wrong to make personal
wealth a prerequisite to running for the
SA presidency. But the post should not in
any way be a “full-time job.” There are
plenty of students who work for pay, in
addition to working 15 to 20 hours per
week at internships and being involved
in student groups. How much time does
the SA president need to perform duties?
If he or she cuts back on hours in the
office, it wouldn’t be such a bad thing,
especially in the minds of those who
believe in the Jeffersonian dictum that
the government that governs least, governs best.
The $15,000 that the SA president
receives is only one example of wasteful spending at this University. When
compared to the estimated $75,000
spent on laser light shows at Colonial

Inauguration, the scholarship doesn’t
seem so sickening. But fiscal responsibility begins somewhere – and it should
begin with students.
When University President-elect
Steve Knapp assumes his duties next
year, various GW bureaucracies will
work to stop the new guy from taking
the scalpel to their budgets. We need
to send the message that it’s okay to
use a butcher knife. Thousands of students are repulsed by wasteful spending
and would feel less alienated by the
University if their money were directly
going to further their education and not
to buy another flat screen TV for the
Marvin Center.
We shouldn’t accept wasteful spending from GW administrators, and we
certainly shouldn’t accept it from our
own student leaders.
–The writer, a senior majoring in international affairs and history, is a Hatchet
columnist.

letters to the editor
Fixed tuition is bad news
When University ofﬁcials
adopted ﬁxed tuition, with great
fanfare, they said it would make
GW stand out.
Boy, were they right.
Two weeks ago, both The
New York Times and Washington
Post carried the news of GW’s
tuition and fees exceeding
$50,000 for next year’s incoming
students. Other media outlets
have also reported on GW easily
being the most expensive school
in the country.
The GW
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Simply put, ﬁxed tuition is a
public relations disaster.
I bet most readers didn’t
even get to the part of the article
explaining that ﬁxed tuition is
intended to help students and
parents. Readers just see the
headlines, read the ﬁrst few
paragraphs and assume the
worst.
For students and parents,
all this bad publicity may not be
worth it. As The Hatchet opinions
page pointed out last semester,
GW’s ﬁxed tuition doesn’t seem to

be providing the promised savings
(“High tuition fuels negative
perceptions,” Nov. 6, p. 4).
And then there’s the ﬁxed
tuition problems of New York’s
Pace University, which GW cited
heavily in February 2004 when it
went the ﬁxed tuition route.
“We thought it would help
us attract students, but we kept
waiting,” Pace’s president recently
told The New York Times. “And
people were still dropping out for
ﬁnancial reasons.”
With students and parents
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pondering
whether
ﬁxed
tuition is beneﬁcial, I hope GW
administrators are doing the same
thing.
–Michael Barnett
alumnus
Hatchet editor in chief 20052006
Beware of the fake fans
As a dedicated and very
superstitious Colonials fan, I have
proudly stood my ground in the
same row at each basketball game
since I’ve arrived at Foggy Bottom.
Howard Marshall, general manager
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Alicia Buford, accounting manager
Dylan Brogan, classifieds/circulation manager
Molly Fried, asst. advertising manager
Daniel Fego, business web manager
Adam Rosen, account executive
Jonathan Akman, sales representative

However, as I write this letter, I am
sad to say that I am embarrassed
to be a Colonials fan.
When the GW men’s
basketball team lost to Xavier at
the Smith Center more than a
week ago, America did not see
very many real Colonials fans
at the game as they tuned in on
ESPN 2. Instead, they saw people
who looked at the big game as
merely an opportunity to drink
all day.
With the Colonials clearly out
of the game, these students, who
Jessica Giannone, sales representative
Jacquelyn Vinnedge, sales representative
Uptin Saiidi, sales representative
Nicole Cairns, marketing design manager
Anna Flatow, business production manager
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had pushed and cut their way
to the front of the line before the
game, left early. This, in my mind,
was a truly disrespectful gesture
towards the players and head
coach Karl Hobbs who gave us so
many great memories during the
24-game home winning streak.
This Saturday game proved
my concern from the beginning of
the season, which is that GW does
not have enough real fans to build
a powerhouse program.
–Andy Bergbauer
sophomore
Deadlines for submissions are
Friday 5 p.m. for Monday issues and
Tuesday 5 p.m. for Thursday issues.
They must include the author’s name,
title, year in school and telephone
number. The GW Hatchet does not
guarantee publication of any submissions and reserves the right to
edit all submissions for space, grammar and clarity. Electronic submissions are preferred.
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Opinions Editor
2140 G St. N.W.
Washington, DC 20052
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City celebrates GW

Old Town holds
largest party for
president

Tuesday, February 20, 2007

Honors may not matter
Experts split on
importance of
degree honors

by Kaitlyn Jahrling
Metro News Editor

by Hadas Gold
Hatchet Staff Writer

Old Town Alexandria had the
largest celebration for President
George Washington’s Birthday
in the United States this weekend, with about 100,000 people
attending the parade Monday
afternoon.
In preparation for the weekend of events in Alexandria, which
included the 218th annual George
Washington Birthnight Banquet
and Ball Saturday, a Washington
impersonator rode through Old
Town in a horse-drawn carriage
Saturday morning. The first
president, as portrayed by Don
DeHaven, made a special stop that
morning at Gadsby’s Tavern, the
site of Washington’s Birthday Ball
since 1789. DeHaven also attended
the parade and ball as the generalturned-chief-executive.
At the tavern, DeHaven surveyed the second-floor ballroom,
where the ball would be held
and discussed the weekend with
Alexandria Mayor William D.
Euille.
“We are awfully proud to
reflect on your memory, President
Washington,” Euille said.
DeHaven thanked the mayor
and said he is looking forward to
the parade Monday the most. He
said, as Washington, that it was an
honor to be remembered.
“I’m flattered after these years
that you still remember me,”
DeHaven said.
DeHaven said he attends
every GW Commencement as
a guest of University President
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg’s and
also frequents other school events.
He said Washington would be
honored to share his name with
GW, especially since it was his
idea to found the school in the first
place. Washington is credited with
starting the idea of a D.C. college
and gave financial assistance to
the pursuit of what would later
become GW in his will.
“I would say that my vision
of the city (of D.C.) needing a
great national college where stu-

Though they consider collegiate honors distinctions, some
graduate schools and employers
agree graduating with “honors”
is not the most important factor
when selecting students and new
hires.
Laura Morsch, a career adviser
at the Web site CareerBuilder.com,
said honors distinctions do not
necessarily matter to employers.
“It really depends on the
employer. Graduating with honors certainly isn’t going to work
against a student, but some
employers weigh the honors designations more heavily than oth-

BAHRAIN
from p. 3

issues are not fully understood in
America.
“Things going on in the Middle
East are more complex than those
in Washington perceive them to
be,” he said.
Al-Bander said that democracy
is a worthy goal, but not a cure-all
for problems in the Middle East.
“We are in a catch-22,” AlBander said. “We try to achieve
things like a one-person, one-vote
system, and then you look at what
happened in Palestine.”
In Palestine’s recent democratic
election, Hamas, which is recognized by the U.S. as a terrorist organization, was the majority party.
Laura Graham, co-chair of
Students Defending Democracy,
said she was humbled by the speakers’ presence, especially Alkhawaja,
who faces jail time upon return to
Bahrain. “We just organize events
to promote democracy; this man is
sacrificing his life for it,” she said.
Sophomore Jennie Leftwich
hoped the two activists’ stories
would help students understand
the Middle East.
“So many Americans are only
somewhat aware of what’s going
on,” she said. “Unfortunately, they
don’t take the time to learn about
the issue and understand it. They
just listen to what they hear on the
news.” n
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ers,” said Morsch, adding that
most employers are looking for
well-rounded candidates.
Jeff Miles, director of Graduate
Admissions at the Elliott School of
International Affairs said graduating with honors is a positive factor;
however, when the Elliott School
reviews potential applicants, the
school considers a combination
of factors. With an acceptance rate
of about 15 percent – around 330
accepted out of less than 2,000
applicants – a candidate needs
more on his or her resume than
honors.
“We’re looking at about six or
seven factors,” Miles said. “We’re
looking at undergraduate (grade
point average), GRE scores, work
experience, foreign language proficiency, recommendation letters,
statement of purpose, as well
as looking for whether the student has taken micro and macroeconomics, and (looking at) the
undergraduate institutions the
(candidates) are coming from.”
There are three different

ways students can receive honors distinctions at GW. Students
can apply and gain admittance to
the University Honors Program,
a selective program which offers
accepted students small, specialized classes. In addition, students
can receive honors including
magna and summa cum laude,
which are GPA-based honors,
as well as departmental honors,
which are awarded on requirements set by departments individually.
Director of the University
Honors Program Grae Baxter
believes that participating in honors programs does set students
apart in the application pool.
“From my own experience, I
would say that being a graduate
of the Honors Program does set
students apart and gives graduate programs and employers a
look closer at that student,” Baxter
said.
Baxter also said that because
See HONORS, p. 14
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Don DeHaven, a George Washington impersonator, tours Old Town
Alexandria in a carriage Saturday morning.
dents could come from all over
the States has been fulfilled many
times over,” DeHaven said as
Washington.
At the tavern, Euille told a
story about Washington he had
learned of recently. He said the late
president was known to create his
own alcoholic beverages to distribute on the campaign trail in order
to gain favor for his election.
“Just remember in Alexandria
you can’t display alcoholic beverages in the streets,” Euille
quipped.
After touring the tavern,
DeHaven and Euille greeted visitors in Alexandria’s shopping district and visited Continental Army
re-enactors as they ate a meal.
Todd Brighton, a 1991 graduate from the Elliott School, was
one of two centuries accompa-

nying the Washington re-enactor
throughout the day. Brighton,
who is a member of the reenacted
1st Virginia Infantry said depicting 18th Century battles is “just a
hobby.”
“I’ll be attending the re-enactment (of a Revolutionary War skirmish) tomorrow,” Brighton said
Saturday.
The sold-out Birthnight
Ball Saturday night had an
extensive waitlist, said Joe
Shumared, vice chair of the
George Washington Birthday.
He said organizers try to allow
as many people as possible
to attend the ball but usually
restrict attendance to about
100. He said more come just for
the banquet and do not attend
the ball, which features traditional English dancing. n
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Katie Rooney – Features Editor (krooney@gwhatchet.com)
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At age 19, Tzvetan Konstantinov
entered Sofia’s Pancho Vladigerov
conservatory with national musical
notoriety. The teenager with a gift for
pitch had been studying piano since
he was five, and by this time had a
loyal fan base and sold-out concert
tours throughout Bulgaria.
“I was on national TV, performing right and left. I was the youngest
state artist. I had everything going
on for me ... except one tiny thing,”
said Konstantinov, who has been a
music teacher at GW now for almost
18 years.
Konstantinov’s national prominence gained him an invitation into

the exclusive Communist Party. Bulgaria had a one-party system at the
time, and Party members made up
only one-quarter of the population –
membership came by invitation only.
“It was kind of like their special
building: ‘us’ – the Party members,
and the rest – the non-Party members,” he said. “Everybody wanted
to be in.”
But not Konstantinov.
He explained, pointing to the photograph of Sofia’s Nevsky Cathedral
that hangs above his piano. When the
Communists were banning Christian
worship, he often snuck into church
and held a candle outside the Nevsky

WEEKLY
UP
testicular cancer
What’s the ﬁrst thing that
comes to mind when you hear
the names Lance Armstrong,
Tom Green and Scott Hamilton? It might not be testicular
cancer, but for prevention’s
sake, it should be.
Armstrong, a Tour de
France winning cyclist; Green,
a celebrity comedian; and
Hamilton, an Olympic medalwinning ﬁgure skater, are all
survivors of testicular cancer,
the most common form of
cancer among men ages 15 to
34, according to the non-proﬁt
medical practice Web site
MayoClinic.com. The cancer,
which develops in the testicles of the male reproductive
system, affects 8,000 to 9,000
Americans each year.
“This is an important issue for college-aged men,”
said Student Health Services
Outreach Coordinator Susan
Haney, who added that SHS
has seen students who suspect
they have testicular cancer
and referred them for further
treatment.
Despite the health threat,
testicular cancer has one of
the highest rates of survival
– more than 90 percent if the
disease hasn’t spread to other
parts of the body. Armstrong’s
testicular cancer had already
spread to his lungs, stomach
and brain when he was diagnosed in 1996, but the now-retired champion went on to win
seven Tour de France trophies
in his remission. Testicular
cancer patients whose cancer
has metastasized have a 50
percent survival rate when
treated with chemotherapy.
Haney said monthly selfexaminations of the testicular
area is one of the most impor-

tant steps students can take
to detect the cancer early on,
especially after a hot shower
or bath when the scrotum is
looser. Men should examine each testicle separately
and keep an eye out for peashaped lumps.
“By examining themselves
regularly, men will notice if
there is a change,” Haney
said. “If there are symptoms,
have yourself checked out
(by a medical professional) as
soon as possible.”
According to the Mayo
Clinic, testicular cancer symptoms include a lump or enlargement of either testicle,
a feeling of heaviness in the
scrotum, a sudden collection
of ﬂuid in the scrotum, pain
in the abdomen or groin and
tenderness of the breasts.
When diagnosed, the most
common treatment requires
the surgical removal of one of
both testicles, called radical
inguinal orchiectomy. Green
documented his battle with
testicular cancer in 2000, with
a one-hour TV special that included graphic footage of his
surgery.
Though having a testicle
removed may interfere with
a man’s fertility, and having
a “uniball” can be one of the
most emasculating thoughts
for a man, at least there is less
than a ﬁve percent chance that
the cancer will develop in the
remaining testicle
–Marissa Levy
“Weekly check up” is a regular feature in the Life section.
If you have a health topic you
want to know more about, e-mail
features@gwhatchet.com.

Need some advice from a
sexpert? Send Eve your
questions at Eve@gwhatchet.
com to have them
answered in
her column.

Tuesday, Feb. 20, 1992:

Thursday, Feb. 22, 1956:

Friday, Feb. 23, 1987:

Ross Perot announced his intention to
run in the 1992 U.S. presidential election
on CNN’s Larry King Live.

Elvis Presley entered the music
charts for the first time with “Heartbreak Hotel.”

A supernova occurred in a dwarf galaxy. It was close enough to Earth that
it was visible to the naked eye.

every Easter to protest against them.
His convictions polarized him against
the Communists, and he was not interested in becoming an atheist for
membership in their elite club. While
retaliation might have concerned
most, he thought his talent made him
invincible.
“My naïvety had no limits,”
he said, laughing. “At that time I
thought, if you were good at what
you do, who’s to stop you?”
Nobody did stop Konstantinov,
at first. There were no threats, nobody pressured him to join, no one
pursued his family. But then, slowly,
a quiet void began. He was phased
out of national concert tours. Close
friends and colleagues stopped talking to him. When the Bulgarian government denied him a passport to
perform on a prestigious concert tour
in Western Europe, he really started
to worry.
“They told (the tour’s organizers), ‘He can’t come, he’s sick right
now, we’ll send you somebody else,’”
he said. “They tried six months later,
it was always the same thing.”
Every Bulgarian citizen had a dossier – a confidential, personal profile
of sorts, guarded by the government.
In order to figure out what was going
wrong, Konstantinov needed to know
what was written in his file. A close
childhood friend made a connection
with the Communist Party who could
look into his dossier.
“‘Goodness! They appear to have
painted you just like this,’” he said,
recalling the information his friend
retrieved: “‘Pro-Western orientation,
anti-socialist views, unreliable for
building socialism.’”
His friend’s connections advised
that he join the army, where he could
try to prove his loyalty to Bulgaria,
and hope for another invitation into
the Party.
But the “young and green” virtuoso had no desire to appease the
Communists. Konstantinov would
“cheerfully” join the Bulgarian People’s Army Reserves after earning his
Master’s Degree, but for another reason: the draft.

Barracks, booze and a bad band
The draft forced Konstantinov
to trade his polished life in the conservatory for male bonding in rustic
army barracks.
“When a bunch of guys get together it gets very boring,” he said.
“You start at the top, and then basically your vocabulary shrinks, your
IQ gets down to single digits, and I
ended up with just slang words.”
The barracks were 19th-century
buildings with meter-wide concrete
walls and cold wood floors. At night,
you could hear rats playing underneath them – not Konstantinov’s idea
of ideal amusement for New Year’s
Eve.
“It looks like we’re gonna be on
31st midnight in this stinky place for
no reason,” he recalled. “So I get all
my buddies, and I convinced them to
make a chamber orchestra.”
With a pianist, bass player, drummer and violin soloist, the makeshift
jazz band prepared 20 pieces to play
at the army’s Officer’s Club.
The boys loaded into a rusty van
and took their act to the ritzy military club. While they were waiting
for another act to finish up, Konstantinov’s band mates indulged in the
bubbly atmosphere of dance, food
and drink.
“My buddy started boozing heavily, and I said, ‘Bushy, please wait.’
He didn’t. They were all in various
stages of drunkenness,” he recalled,
pausing purposefully. “Yours truly, a
professional as always – not a drop.”
At 2 a.m., they took to the stage.
On their third piece, as Konstantinov
played music from the French movie,
“Fantômas,” stage fright settled into
the soloist. Moments later, the inebriated drummer lost his place, and the
soloist, discouraged, picked up his
jacket and walked off stage. Konstantinov overheard a little boy, the son
of an officer, say to his sister in the
crowd, “Hey, these guys, they can’t
play.”
“Never in my whole career has
anybody dare say these words to
me,” he said. “That was my first and

last attempt to make a jazz band.”
Konstantinov’s ruse for curbing
boredom made army life bearable,
and after 18 months, they discharged
him with honor, but left him no less
disillusioned with the Communist
Party.
He said, “I saw, unfortunately,
what kind of idiotic people were part
of this, and I thought, I don’t want to
be part of this.”

The end of nine days
Three years out of the army, Konstantinov had earned a doctorate
from Pancho Vladigerov and become
the youngest professor in the conservatory. It was the summer after his
graduation, and he was getting ready
to vacation along Bulgaria’s miles of
pristine beaches. On his way out, he
picked up an unexpected correspondence from his mailbox.
“It says, ‘Come to the passport office,’ and I say, ‘What now?’” he recalled.
Konstantinov obeyed the government order and headed to Sofia’s
city center. Ushers escorted him to
a room the size of a walk-in closet,
furnished with only a desk and two
chairs. In the corner of the room was
a portrait of Lenin, and on the desk, a
black phone and a passport.
“I’m thinking, what could that
be?” he recalled. “And a young guy,
very bright, dressed impeccably in a
suit, white shirt, tie – definitely not
willing to talk nice with me – says,
‘We know you’ve always been itching
to go to your West. So we have decided that we’ll grant your wish – we’ll
let you go.’”
The timing of the offer perplexed
Konstantinov. At this point, he had no
invitations to tour outside of the country, and was enjoying the status of musical celebrity in Bulgaria. The young
man sensed his disenchantment.
“He says, well that’s up to you
– you can decline to take the passport
if you want.’ I said, ‘No no no no, I’ll
just take it,’” Konstantinov recalled
with a smirk.
See KONSTANTINOV, p. 7

“None of us are superheroes who can ﬁx this or solve all of the world’s
problems, but it’s an additive effect that we’re going for.”
JASON MOJICA, GW SOPHOMORE

Viewing the Darfur conﬂict
through another lens

Courtesy Jason Mojica

G. Ryan Faith (right) and sophomore Jason Mojica prepare to ﬁlm outside Abéché, Chad as their Chadian
driver, Abakar looks on. The two, along with their friend Jim Milak are documenting the Sudanese conﬂict.

by Cory Struble
Hatchet Reporter
While his parents and siblings were
unwrapping Christmas presents halfway across the world, sophomore Jason
Mojica woke up to the cry of gunshots
ringing out across Abéché, Chad.
Minutes later, members of the Sudanese Liberation Movement rebel group,
armed with 50-caliber machine guns,
arrived at his ramshackle motel room in
a pick-up truck caked in mud to safely
transport Mojica and his friends to the
group’s compound.
Mojica, a 32-year-old student who
spent his time between high school and
college doing a variety of things from
opening a cafe to starting a video store
to working as a graphic designer, would
normally spend his winter break in the
bustling suburbs of Chicago. Instead,
he chose to travel to the border between
Chad and the war-ravaged Darfur region of Sudan to ﬁlm “Christmas in Darfur,” a documentary examining the lives
of humanitarian aid workers in the refugee camps of Sudanese ﬂeeing genocide
and violence.
The Darfur conﬂict, which started

GW student creates
documentary on
African civil war
in 2003, consists of civil strife between
rebels and the Sudanese governmentbacked Arab militias known as the janjaweed. Both sides have committed atrocities and the ﬁghting, where hundreds of
thousands have been killed and a couple
million displaced, is spreading across
the border into Chad.
Two weeks before arriving, Abéché
– the fourth largest city in Chad – was
captured by Chadian rebels who looted
the World Food Program headquarters
and stole United Nations vehicles there
to help those suffering from civil war
in the country. It would be this precarious city – brimming with humanitarian
aid agencies, refugees and warring rebel
factions – that would serve as the focal
point of Mojica’s documentary.
Anticipating his departure to Africa,
Mojica said he watched the violence in
Abéché unfold on Al-Jazeera and ques-

tioned his rationale for going to the region.
“I sat there watching this image,
thinking ‘Dear god, what am I getting
myself into?’” he said. “We wanted to
do good, but we didn’t want to go on a
suicide mission. But, the same reasons
we were afraid to go were the same reasons that it was important for us to go.
We just decided to throw caution to the
wind and go for it.”
But getting there was no easy task.
Mojica and his partners, Jim Milak, 32,
studying at the University of Maryland,
and G. Ryan Faith, 32, a space policy analyst at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, realized their project
would be costly. The trio, who originally
met in the early ‘90s urban punk scene
of Chicago, founded a non-proﬁt organization, which they called the 77 International Foundation, to raise the necessary
funds for this documentary and similar
projects.
“This project would be the ﬁrst like it
to understand world affairs transmitted
through popular culture, to communicate to the people of our generation, to
See DARFUR, p. 7
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Communism tries to stall piano professor
KONSTANTINOV
from p. 6

Instead of giving the pianist a typical
entrance visa, the government gave him
a nine-day exit visa to leave Bulgaria.
After that, the offer would expire.
Everybody told Konstantinov that he
should go, but he felt compelled to stay by
his studies, his teaching, and his fans. His
famous piano professor Velichka Savova
advised him to listen to the recordings of
Russian pianist Sviatoslav Richter and
German composer Richard Wagner.
“See, Beethoven has said that music

begins when the language stops,” he remarked. “I talked to so many people. All
the words were exhausted. Well, there
comes music. All of those thoughts and
experiences and everything – the music
puts them in the correct order.”
Konstantinov made the decision to
leave for Vienna, Austria, with plans to
return before the New Year. On the ninth
day, he packed his three suitcases – two
ﬁlled with books and music – and took
one ﬁnal drive around the mountainous
beltway that surrounds Soﬁa.
Midnight calls and the American Way
Once in Austria, Konstantinov enrolled in Vienna’s prestigious Univer-

sity of Music. He went on to complete a
second doctorate, and was gaining more
popularity through his tours than most
Austrian pianists. With a close watch on
his international success, the Bulgarian
Communists were once again eager to
have him on the Party’s side.
“The embassy started making dirty
phone calls at unorthodox hours,” he
recalled. “My landlords were doctors,
so when the phone rings at 12 midnight,
they think something happened. But no,
it’s just this scum – they’re just calling to
play games.”
Eventually, Konstantinov stopped
answering the embassy’s calls, but they
still tried to manipulate his image. To-

DARFUR
from p. 6

Alex Ellis/Hatchet photographer

Sophomore Jason Mojica ﬁlmed a documentary on the ongoing conﬂict in Darfur during winter break with two of his friends.

MODEL
from p.1

Cuties, an online agency.
She said she loves working as a
model and definitely likes getting
noticed, particularly by her peers.
“Sometimes I get looks from
guys around campus who seem to
recognize me,” she smiled.
Patel’s biggest success, perhaps,
has been as an Internet model. She
won a contest last month on the
developing Web site www.baselinejumper.com. The site’s contest,
“Belle of the Ball,” had users vote
on their favorite models based on
their photos.
The contest was designed to
nominate one guy and one girl
model across different regions in
the country to represent the model-

express world affairs in a way that they
might actually bother to pay attention to,”
Mojica said.
Eventually, the group raised $20,000
through fundraisers in St. Louis, Chicago
and Washington and from online contributions. Armed with a few ﬁrst-aid kits,
bulletproof vests and ﬁlm equipment, Mojica stiﬂed his trepidation and left behind
the comfort of Christmas with his family
for the danger and desolation of Darfur’s
border.
The group would suffer one last setback before leaving, however. Only two
weeks before their departure, Mojica’s two
cameramen pulled out of the project. The
three remaining crew members spent the
15-hour plane ride perusing camera and
sound manuals to ﬁll in for them.
After a few days of interviewing aid
workers and refugees on the ground,
however, the crew found that despite their
initial reservations, people were trying to
accomplish positive ends in the midst of a
dark and prolonged conﬂict.
“We got there and saw a place that
was vibrant, full of life and people trying
to ﬁnd normalcy in their day to day lives,”
Mojica said. “People were just making
do with a bad situation. What was most
impressive was realizing the ability of
people to get on with their lives; most of
the people in that camp had been there for
two years.”
Inside the compounds of non-governmental agencies like the International
Medical Corps, Mojica found a variety of
people from all corners of the world, each
with different reasons for giving up their
Christmas to help the people of Sudan.

ing agency and be a spokesperson
to students in the area. Patel, as
D.C.’s representative, will be featured periodically on the site in
photos and short videos to promote
upcoming events in the region.
Some have even found Patel so
popular as an Internet model that
they’ve suggested she take it one
step further.
“There is talk about me doing an
Internet reality series after winning
this competition,” she laughed.
But modeling is only the half
of it. Patel said trying to cram in
shoots and shows, classes and
schoolwork and her other job as a
waitress at T.G.I. Friday’s can be a
tight squeeze.
“Sometimes I have two shoots
during the week,” she said. “It’s
crazy, and that’s when it interferes
with my schoolwork.”
But despite her modeling success

so far, she said that it never comes
second to getting her degree.
“I do a lot of night shoots at
the clubs so that I can concentrate on school during the day,” she
said. “You’ll always find me at the
library.”
Patel doubts she will pursue
modeling professionally – she’s
happy being an engineering nerd
who knows about operations and
statistical analysis as opposed to
a bathing suit beauty. Eventually,
she said she hopes to use her systems analysis degree to become a
lawyer.
“After I graduate, I’m really
interested in going to law school to
study patent law,” she said. “We’ll
see what happens.”
But for now, Patel will continue
her modeling on the side to make
some extra cash and grab some
well-deserved attention. n

ward the end of his third year in Vienna,
they booked him to play at the Bulgarian cultural center for an exhibition of a
famous Communist sculptor. By now, he
could take no more of their regimen of
fear and control, and considered becoming a citizen of Austria. But the process
would take 10 years, and in the meantime the Bulgarian government could
retaliate. For Konstantinov, ‘your West’
would take on a new meaning.
“Some of my American friends say,
‘Come on to the U.S. Let’s contact Lincoln Center,’” he said. “So in two weeks,
I had a concert engagement, job, host
family, everything.”
As he arrived at the New York

airport, three stocky men in suits approached him. One of them whipped
out a badge with the inscription, “Federal Bureau of Investigations.”
“He says, ‘Konstantinov, we’re so
happy to greet you on American soil!’”
he recalled. “That’s the American Way.”
Konstantinov ﬂew on to Seattle,
where he made his American concert
debut and met a former Miss Washington who would become his wife. He
continued his musical career throughout the U.S., and now lives in Northern
Virginia with his wife and two sons. In
1989 – the same year that the Iron Curtain fell – Konstantinov took his teaching job with GW. n

QUICKTAKES: “CHRISTMAS IN DARFUR”
GW sophomore Jason Mojica spent the holidays on the Chad/Sudan border
filming the conflict through humanitarian aids on the ground.

Mojica is focusing the documentary in
Abéché, Chad, right across the border.
The film is being independently produced
through others’ contributions.

source: www.christmasindarfur.org

But despite their profound differences,
he found one very strong commonality
among all of them.
“What they had in common was a passion and a desire to be personally involved
in making something better” Mojica said.
It was in the midst of his daily twohour rides in guarded convoys through
arid and sporadically combative rebel territory that Mojica began to fully comprehend the complexity of the violence which
he said the Western media had reduced to
clips and sound-bites.
He said he thought that the story was
much deeper than the one being told
about the genocide, that there were actually multiple intersecting stories at play
about rebel groups in both Chad and Sudan, each with their own demands, each
making the story of this war-torn region
even more intricate.
And of the Sudanese Liberation
Movement, the rebel group whose leaders
transported Mojica and his crew to their
compound, he found a group of people
with life experiences just as varied as the
aid workers he had met. Doctors, lawyers,

teachers – people he never would have
expected – had either given up or were
forced out of their old lives, and were now
cloaked the garb of a Sudanese rebel.
“They were some of the most mediasavvy people; you could not get them offmessage to save their life,” said Mojica,
comparing the rebels to some of the most
apt U.S. politicians.
Mojica, a self-identiﬁed member of the
9-11 generation, however, is far from an
idealist. For him, this documentary was
about trying to understand what three 32
year olds from Chicago could do – if anything – to stop an atrocity. He knows that
he won’t change the world by himself, but
that won’t prevent him from trying.
“None of us are superheroes who can
ﬁx this or solve all of the world’s problems, but it’s an additive effect that we’re
going for,” Mojica said. “For years, people have said ‘never again,’ and what I
have learned from watching Rwanda and
Darfur is that what we have really meant
is ‘never again, in my backyard – never
again, as long as it involves our national
interest.’” n

Need a job?
The Hatchet is looking for an editorial
web assistant. Help manage the Hatchet’s
award-winning web site.

Email ggross@gwhatchet.com.

WE’RE LOOKING FOR A FEW EXCEPTIONAL STUDENTS.

At Quinnipiac University School of Law, you’ll find everything you need to succeed.

• Outstanding faculty

From a challenging yet supportive academic environment to faculty members

• Rigorous academic programs

who will become intellectual colleagues. From live-client clinics to real-world

• Six concentrations

externships. Plus annual merit scholarships ranging from $3,000 to full tuition.

• Extensive experiential learning
opportunities

For more information, visit law.quinnipiac.edu or call 1-800-462-1944.

• Student faculty ratio 15:1
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Huerta, Rotella: SA outsider
and insider join forces

“Experience matters” with Pond and Cooper
CASEY POND
for President

MICHAEL RAY HUERTA
for President

CHRIS ROTELLA
for EVP

Student Association presidential candidate junior Michael Ray Huerta said he is an “SA outsider,” but he’s not
ashamed of it.
“Look at the people who are running for president
who have been involved (in the SA), what have they done
for you?” said Huerta, who is a house proctor. “Not working in the SA is my biggest strength; I’m the most qualiﬁed and the candidate with the most diverse experience
running.”
Huerta is running as part of the Students for Progress
slate, which he said is a diverse group of students who,
although different, share a focus on making small changes
that will affect student life.
“We have an amazing student body ... students work
so hard for each other; it’s about time the SA worked hard
for students,” said Huerta, who is running with SA executive vice presidential candidate Chris Rotella, a junior.
“The way we do that is not by big ideas, it’s not by
big changes and it’s not by changing the foundation of the
University,” he said. “The best way that the SA will work
for students is by making progress. Progress that affects
the day to day life of students.”
The slate is focused on three major issues – free BlackBoard printing, improving Student Health Services and
extending hours in the Marvin Center, Academic Center
and Duquès Hall.
Huerta said that his experience with administrators
makes him the best candidate to make change at GW.
“Things get done at GW by your one-on-one connections and relationships with students and administrators,”
Huerta said. “Of any presidential candidate, I have the
best relationships with administrators.”
–Hadas Gold

If elected as Student Association executive vice president, Chris Rotella wouldn’t be new to chairing the senate.
Rotella, a junior, is a second-year senator from the Columbian College of Arts and Sciences and serves as the
chair of the SA Senate Rules Committee – a position that
has the responsibility of conducting senate meetings when
the EVP is not present.
“Running the senate isn’t easy,” said Rotella, who is
running on the Students for Progress slate with SA presidential candidate Michael Ray Huerta, a junior. “Without experience there will be a learning curve.”
Rotella said he is running to help bridge the gap he
sees between students and administrators. If elected, he
said he plans to bring the SA Senate’s proposals over to
the University administrators at Rice Hall.
He added that he would set up meetings with Rice
Hall administrators in order to increase communication between the senate and the University administration.
In addition, Rotella said he would have student
organization presidents come and talk to the senate
about their programs, in order to give SA senators a
“fuller picture.”
“The Student Association provides a unique
opportunity,” said Rotella. “It can advocate for
students. It can be a voice for students.”
Rotella said he is not content to remain a SA
senator because he believes that he can do more
to help students by becoming the EVP.
“As a senator there is not much you can do to
affect the agenda, or to turn the SA into an organization that
students can really beneﬁt from,” Rotella said.
–Frank Broomell
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Capp pushing “GWInformed”
NICOLE CAPP
for President

Nicole Capp, a sophomore, is the only female and the youngest candidate amid a crowd
of junior males running for SA president.
Capp, who has served as a freshman non-voting senator and now serves as a senator from the
Columbian College of Arts and Sciences, said she
has achieved a lot during her two years in the senate.
“I have brought dozens of student organizations through the bureaucratic mess of the SA to
help them fund and organize their programming as
vice-chair of the SA ﬁnance committee,” said Capp,
who is running without an executive vice presidential candidate.
Capp said that she is most proud of her efforts to
keep the student body informed through bi-monthly
newsletters and one-on-one meetings with student organization leaders, which she has done throughout her
time in the senate.
If elected SA president, Capp said she plans to expand upon the work she has started in the senate.
Capp’s platform for SA president consists of three
main initiatives- “GWorld All Over, GW411 and GWInformed.”
“GWORLD All Over” is a plan to bring more options
and locations to the GWORLD Card, including a grocery
store, Capp said.
“GW411” is an initiative to turn wasted SA funding
and ofﬁce space into a 24/7-student support center where
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Wilkinson and Kroeger want to be
a “breath of fresh air”
“A competent breath of fresh
air” is what junior David “Tito”
Wilkinson says he will bring
to the
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Student Association if elected
president.
An international business
and ﬁnance major, Wilkinson
has not previously served in the
SA but said his fresh perspective
will be advantageous.
“My main goal is to show
people that being an outsider
is good,” Wilkinson

said. “I have no ties or loyalties
to the old way of doing things
in the SA.”
Wilkinson and executive
vice president running mate
Brand Kroeger have organized
a three-tier platform for their
campaign.
First, they plan to put pressure on the University to expand
wireless capabilities around
campus. Second,
they
plan to bring
free
newspapers
and
Colonial Inva-

sion – a fall spirit event – back to
GW, both of which were eliminated due to budget cuts this
year. Wilkinson hopes to fund
the pep rally with a corporate
sponsorship and open the event
to all athletic teams, not just the
basketball team.
Finally, Wilkinson and
Kroeger plan to increase support for student organizations
by pairing each student organization with an SA senator. Each
senator will be linked with ﬁve
to seven student organizations
See WILKINSON, p. 10

BRAND KROEGER
for EVP

Wilkinson ‘08
and Kroeger ‘
09
Nick Gingold
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Executive vice presidential candidate Brand
Kroeger said he understands the potential of the Student Association.
“I’ve got a unique perspective on what good the
SA can do,” said Kroeger, who is the vice chair of the
GW College Republicans and was the assistant vice
president of student activities under the current SA
president Lamar Thrope, Kroeger said he became aware
of the potential of the SA.
“We’re a competent breathe of fresh air,” said
Kroeger, referring to himself and David “Tito” Wilkinson, his running mate and candidate for SA President.
Kroeger said if elected, their main goals are: to expand
wireless capabilities, bring back Colonial Invasion and
free newspapers in dorm halls, and give more support for
student groups.
See KROEGER, p. 10

Summing up his campaign, Student Association executive vice presidential candidate Andrew Cooper says,
“experience matters.”
Cooper, a sophomore, has served as the vice president of public affairs under SA President Lamar Thorpe.
“I have worked with the SA for two years now, ﬁrst
as a staff member working on odds and ends for the
senate and executive,” said Cooper, who is running
with SA presidential candidate Casey Pond, a junior.
During the SA-Hatchet Candidates Debate on
Thursday, Cooper said that the executive vice president should to work closely with senators.
“There is nothing more important that promoting
a vision,” Cooper said. “I would meet with senators
about legislation, so we can pass legislation.”
In October, Cooper chaired the SA relief effort for
Gallaudet University students and met with members of the senate and executive to discuss an appropriate response to the Gallaudet student protest
over their next University president.
After heated debate, the SA executive decided
not to use the group’s money to support the students.
Cooper said their platform, called “experience
matters,” focuses on three areas – “empowerment,
innovation and responsibility.”
“(With empowerment,) Casey and I both
want students to be brought into the governing
process, the senate meetings, and to be involved
in these matters.”
Cooper said that “innovation” includes a
switch from the CMail e-mail account that is
provided by the University to GMail, to expand
the e-mail quotas.
– Nicholas Profeta and Andrew Ramonas

Pond ‘08 and
Cooper ‘09

A two-year veteran of the Student Association
Senate, junior Marc Abanto (U-At Large) believes
his experience makes him “uniquely qualiﬁed” to
be the group’s president.
Abanto, a member of the Student Union slate,
said students often express their dissatisfaction
with the SA’s lack of progress on certain issues.
However, he said he believes that if interested and
motivated students are elected, the organization
can be productive.
Abanto said the three main points of his platform are reforming health and safety inspections
so that students could receive conﬁscated items
back at the end of the year, creating an internship
database for students to share their experiences
and reducing transcript fees.
This year, Abanto served as chair of the student
life committee, where he helped create resolutions
that called for the University to provide increased

NICK D’ADDARIO
for EVP
Junior Nick D’Addario is running for executive vice president on
a platform focused on progress and
issues that he says directly affect the
majority of the student body.
“I want to build on the progress that they (current SA president
Lamar Thorpe and EVP Josh Lasky)
have built,” he said.
D’Addario has served as vice
president of Undergraduate Student
Policy and as an SA senator over the
last two years. He ran an unsuccessful presidential campaign last year.
SA meetings would run more
smoothly if he is elected, D’Addario

by Eric Roper
Senior Staff Writer

information on off campus housing, condemned
the State Plaza Hotel for not allowing its employees to unionize and asked the university to
take it off its “places to stay” list.
As a sophomore, Abanto co-founded the Colonial Coach program that provides students with free bus service to
Dulles airport during the Thanksgiving,
winter and spring breaks.
However, Abanto said he believes that
with dedicated and hardworking students,
the SA can succeed under the current structure.
“I think we proved this year that if you
put the right people in the SA the SA can do
the right things,” Abanto said.
He said he knows how important it is to
“have the open door,” and that he planned to
work to eliminate ﬁghting and bickering within the Senate.
“We need to be a united front in advocating
to the University,” Abanto said.
–Sarah Karlin

said. To conduct a successful meeting, “it takes someone who won’t
politicize the process, and I won’t.
I am very much able to work with
everyone.”
If elected, one goal D’Addario
has is to increase direct student involvement in the issues the SA takes
up.
“The more people that are involved, the more legitimate the SA
is to the administration,” he said.
One way he can do this, he said, is to
have closer relationships with leaders of student organizations.
Referendums are another key
way D’Addario said he hopes to
improve student involvement in SA
activities. “Student referendums on
top issues ... show the administra-
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Elliot Bell Krasner
for EVP
Student Association Executive
Vice Presidential candidate Elliot
Bell-Krasner said he is no stranger to
student government turmoil and controversy.
When former SA President Audai
Shakour was charged with sexual harassment in November 2005, four of
his advisors resigned from his administration for reasons they said were
unrelated. But Bell-Krasner, a junior,
chose to stay on board Shakour ’s cabinet.
“It was not because of Audai, but
because of my commitment to student government,” said Bell-Krasner,
who served as director of

tion that the SA has (student) support,” he said.
D’Addario said he will
strengthen the relationship
between the administration
and the SA. The presence of
a new University president
next year will give the new SA
leaders a unique opportunity
to forge ties to the administration, he said.
The Green GW initiative is
something that D’Addario hopes
to continue if he is elected and he
hopes to set GW on course to be
one of the most environmentally
friendly universities in the country
by 2027.

editor

transfer student affairs under Shakour. “I have a burning desire for public service; a passion, you would say.”
While in the SA, Bell-Krasner witnessed the challenges having controversy in student government can
bring to the group’s image.
“Transfer students had problems
with the GW administration, which
expected the same (academic requirements) of them as other students,”
said Bell-Krasner, who transferred
from the University of Hartford his
sophomore year. “However, my concerns fell on deaf ears due to the infighting (in the SA).”
Unlike many of the other SA candidates, Bell-Krasner ’s name will not
See KRASNER, p. 10
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See D’ADDARIO, p. 10

This year’s election is no joke

Although his running mate Che Guevara died over forty years ago, write-in
Student Association presidential candidate Dennis Petersen remains conﬁdent
he will win the SA election this week.
His grassroots campaign, which is
based mostly on the social networking
site Facebook.com, outlines a plan to
demolish several campus buildings and
fund an SA capitol building using endowment money.
“People are afraid of me as a candidate because they know I’m going to
shake things up,” said Petersen, a senior.
He insists that he’s not a joke candidate,
but instead the only real candidate in a
joke election.
Although humorous presidential
candidates have become SA tradition in
recent years, ballots this week will not
feature any “joke” campaigns. The several potential candidates who pondered
making a less–than–serious run for the
SA presidency said they were impeded
by the 460 signatures necessary to become a candidate.

Ben Solom

Bell-Krasner wants
the “SA your way”

Abanto, D’Addario hope to work for
“progress” in the Student Association
MARC ABANTO
for President

See CAPP, p. 10

DAVID “TITO”
WILKINSON
for President

Casey Pond is back for one more shot at the Student
Association’s top job.
Pond, a junior, who ﬁnished ﬁfth in a ﬁeld of seven in
last year’s SA presidential election, said he will focus the
SA’s efforts on student advocacy if he is elected.
“I want to turn the SA into an organization that proactively advocates on student issues,” said Pond, who
serves as director of the SA Dining Services Commission.
“I’ve had the ability to see where the SA succeeds and
where it fails. The best thing the SA does is advocacy.”
Pond said that the SA needs to become more involved in policy decisions that affect students, in order to increase the effectiveness of the organization.
“The SA needs to become part of the decisionmaking process on campus,” said Pond, who is running with SA executive vice presidential candidate
Andrew Cooper, a sophomore. “If students had a
greater role in day-to-day issues, the SA could more
effectively advocate for student organizations.”
As a sophomore, Pond served as former SA President Audai Shakour’s vice president of public affairs.
Following his loss in the SA election, Pond was
appointed to direct the Dining Services Commission,
which is responsible for advising administrators on
GW dining services on behalf of the student body.
GW switched its dining services provider from Aramark to Sodexho last year, prompting many eatery
changes on campus.
Although he lost the election last year, Pond said
that he found a winning approach toward campus
elections.
“I’ve discovered that running for SA president is
not about who has the fanciest signs or the best handouts,” he said. “It’s really about making personal
connections and having people who believe in you.”
– Nathan Grossman

ANDREW COOPER
for EVP

Two years ago, two joke campaigns
donned the SA elections with one candidate even stripping down to his underwear during a formal SA debate. Last
year, one student was the lone joker
throughout the election. This year, no
joke candidates will be on the ballot so
students will only be able to vote for the
jokers by writing in their names.
“I was a little disappointed that there
wasn’t (a joke candidate this year),” said
senior Lamar Thorpe, the SA President,
“because joke candidates always bring
something unique to the campaign.”
“They bring a little humor to people
who sometimes take themselves too seriously,” Thorpe added.
Current write-in joke SA presidential
candidate sophomore Eric Walker said
that it was his experience in the SA that
inspired him to start his own tongue-incheek campaign this year. Walker, who is
formerly presidential candidate Nicole
Capp’s senate campaign manager last
year, is soliciting write-in votes under the
name “Cockass McDouchebag.”
“When I ﬁrst got the opportunity to
run (Capp’s) campaign I was pretty excited,” Walker said, “but it was just a huge

letdown because (senators) don’t have
any real power.”
Walker said that he did not feel it was
worthwhile to collect 460 signatures for
a joke campaign, and that he hopes his
Facebook supporters will write his name
on the ballot this week.
“I think it’s overall a good thing to

“People are afraid of me as a
candidate because they know
I’m going to shake things up.”
DENNIS PETERSON

SA PRESIDENT JOKE CANDIDATE

have some sort of humorous candidate,”
Walker said, “but I don’t expect the people in my (Facebook) group to vote.”
Senior Danny Mittelberger, a self-described joke candidate from last year’s
election, who ran under the slogan “apathy, humility and crazy hats,” said that
humorous campaigns draw attention to

an otherwise unpopular event.
“People would be more interested in
watching (the election) if they saw that
they could have some entertainment,”
Mittelberger said.
Though Joint Elections Committee
Chair Laura Bentele is unsure why no
joke candidates have stepped forward to
be on the ballot for this year’s election,
JEC Chairman Laura Bentele said that
humorous campaigns are always welcomed in the process as long as they do
not impede the campaigns of serious candidates.
“(Joke candidates) reassure students
that not everyone is taking themselves too
seriously,” said Bentele, a sophomore.
Former joke candidate senior Ryan
“Lex” Luther said that edgy politics can
be beneﬁcial for more serious candidates.
Luther, who promised to destroy all
women’s bathrooms on campus when he
ran two years ago, said he purposefully
showed Thorpe the wrong way to run a
campaign.
“The women’s restroom thing hurt us
with the women voters a little bit,” Luther said, “and Lamar learned what not
to do.” n
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The following SA presidential candidates own
Blackberry devices:

Marc Abanto
Michael Ray Huerta
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CAND FACTS:
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“Tito” Wilkinson
Nicole Capp
Casey Pond
source: the candidates
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Fee increase, restructuring will not
be voted on in ‘07 general election
Student
Association President Lamar
Thorpe’s
proposed
changes to the structure
and spending of the SA
– originally scheduled
to appear on the ballots
during this week’s elections – have been postponed to allow for consideration by the SA.
Thorpe’s proposals,
which he introduced in
January, consist of two
signiﬁcant changes. The
ﬁrst is a restructuring of
the SA that would keep
the student court but
add an executive board
to oversee a newly conﬁgured legislature and
ofﬁce of the president. It
would also create committees that would replace the senate.
The second is an adjustment to the amount

of money that is given to
fund student organizations by increasing the
student fee. The SA now
charges students $1 per
credit to fund student
organizations on campus. Thorpe is proposing that the SA raise that
amount to $2 per credit
because of an increase in
the number of student
organizations in recent
years.
The changes were
originally scheduled to
be voted on during this
week’s upcoming elections on Feb. 21 and 22.
The
restructuring
proposal will be debated
in the senate on Tuesday
and the issues may be
voted upon in a special
referendum later this semester.
–Megan Buerger

KROEGER
from p. 8
Better support of student organizations from the SA is one of Kroeger’s main
goals. His “baby,” as Kroeger described it,
is a project that assigns each senator ﬁve
to seven student organizations. These
senators will serve as advocates for the
groups in the SA, leading to better representation.
Kroeger stated that one of the biggest
problems with the SA is its non-responsive nature, which creates a disconnection between the SA and students. He
praised the SA’s past accomplishments
but stressed the fact that it is “too often
bogged down in the most expensive,
grandiose ideas.”
Kroeger acknowledges that his platform goals require a great deal of money
and has worked out strategies to obtain
the necessary funding. He proposes cutting the executive budget, getting corporate sponsors for Colonial Invasion
and striking deals with newspapers to
accomplish their platform goals. Kroeger
also supports the phased increase in student fees, which he calls a “solution for
the future” since it would affect only future GW students.

“I’ve got the drive, energy and tenacity to make things happen,” Kroeger
said.
– Ruby Carlson

WILKINSON
from p. 8
and will serve as their connection to the
SA.
Although he has no previous SA
experience, Wilkinson was roommates
with former SA President Audai Shakour last year and has had a lot of SA
exposure. Wilkinson said he has built
many SA relationships, attended senate
meetings and has “seen a lot of things
that need change.”
“Both Brand and I are principled,
not political,” Wilkinson said. “Neither
of us have Hill ambitions; we are just
deeply committed to serving our fellow
students.”
Wilkinson said he hopes to bring a new
level of dedication and connection with students to the SA presidential position.
“A boss says ‘go,’ but a leader says
‘let’s go,’” Wilkinson said. “That’s the
kind of president I would be.”
– Melissa Atkins

Election Guide

2007 ELECTION CANDIDATES
U-At Large (Two seats available)
Richard “Dick” Fowler (Student Union)
Kevin Kozlowski (Student
Union)
Jackson Trugman
SEAS-U (One seat available)
Elﬁne Natalia Peterson Tjio
(Student Union)
CCAS-U (Six seats available)
Eugene Beckley (Student Union)
Meghan Cassin (Student Union)
Will Luton (Student Union)
Francis Murray (Independent
Voice)
OG Oyiborhoro (Student Union)
Nina Pedrad (Student Union)
Joshua Phillips (Students for
Progress)
Mohit Shah (Independent Voice)
Tim Swenson (Students for
Progress)
Eric G. Woodard (Student Union)
SoB-U (Three seats available)
Nathan Brill (Student Union)
Matthew R. Cohen
Ethan Elser (Students for
Progress)
Jake Lansburgh (Student Union)
ESIA-U (Three seats available)
Jasmine Gaskins (Student
Union)

KRASNER
from p. 9
be found on posters advertising
candidate slates because Bell-Krasner is running as an independent.
“The Student Association should not be a political
organization,”
Bell-Krasner
said. “It should not have party politics. If I see a group of
senators who happen to be
from the same slate banding

CAPP

Jessica Jacobson (Student
Union)
Sammy Lopez
Edward “Ted” O’Neil (Student
Union)
W. Hunter Patterson (Students
for Progress)
Taylor Rae Shuler (Students for
Progress)
SPHHS-U (One seat available)
Isa Bacardi (Student Union)
CCAS-Grad (Two seats
available)
Brandon Sherr
SMHS-Grad (Two seats
available)
Jeffrey P. “JP” Simon
MCGB-U (Four seats available)
Vik Jayadeva
Mike Rossetti (Student Union)
Timothy Shea (Students for
Progress)
Michael Whitten (Student
Union)
PB-Chair
Peter Fu
Jay S. Kaplan (Student Union)
PB-Executive Vice Chair
Kate Prescott (Students for
Progress)

together to support unpopular
legislation, I will ask them to
put their personal views aside
and consider what’s best for
students.”
A longtime resident of the Boston area, Bell-Krasner carries an
“ofﬁcial membership card of Red
Sox nation” and admires the service ideals promoted by President
John F. Kennedy.
Bell-Krasner said, “I am not asking what students can do for GW,
but what I can do for students.”
–Adam R. Tannenbaum

D’ADDARIO

from p. 8

from p. 8

students can go with all of
their problems, Capp said.
“GWInformed” is Capp’s
philosophy.
“I will keep no student
out of the loop by having
town hall meetings and regular publications on all meetings with the (University)
administration,” Capp said.
“The SA can’t act as a secret
society.”
–Juliette Dallas-Feeney

“It won’t hurt the University’s pocket book much, and it
will be good for the environment,” he said.
D’Addario is proud of his
SA record, but said he thinks
there is a lot more to be done.
“We should focus on small
changes,” he said. “If you focus on small, tangible goals,
you can really affect someone’s
life.”
–Ian Janetta
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Student Association, Marvin Center Governing Board and Program Board candidates, alongside supporters and friends run across H Street in the cold to hang their posters on the walls of the Marvin Center
early Friday morning. (Bottom right) Junior Steve Glatter puts posters up for SA candidate Nicole Capp. (Top right) Freshman Ben Burruto tries to keep warm during the postering.

Students ﬁght cold, each other for poster space
by Ian Jannetta
Hatchet Staff Writer

While most of the campus
was sleeping early Friday morning, a contingent of die-hard
Student Association want-to-be
members was wide awake.
Dozens of students gathered in Kogan Plaza and at the
stroke of 7 a.m., a mad scramble
began across H Street in an effort to grab prime real estate on
the Marvin Center’s exterior
walls in the annual start of the
election postering season.
Student Association, Marvin Center Governing Board
and Program Board candidates
and their supporters braved
cold and icy conditions to tape
their posters to the walls.
“The sprint across the street
was so fun,” said SoB-U candidate Ethan Elser, a freshman, as

he held coveted wall space near
the entrance of J Street.
The poster-hangers’ strategies were straightforward.
“Just hustle, get in front of
the line,” said freshman Shakir
Cannon as he held up posters
with his hands, elbows and hips
supporting CCAS-U candidate
Eric Woodard, a junior.
“We have big boys, and
they’re going to rush in,” said
sophomore Amanda Asgeirsson, a supporter of PB chair
candidate junior Peter Fu, just
before the 7 a.m. rush.
The candidates and their
supporters were excited and
did not shy away from getting
physical in their quest for the
best poster positions.
“They put their full body
weight against me. They kicked
my best friend,” said presiden-

candidate Nick D’Addario focused on hanging posters on
the Academic Center for himself and Marc Abanto, the Student Union presidential candidate whereas most candidates
focused on lining the Marvin
Center walls with the campaign
material.
“We probably had 100 to
120 people turn out for the Student Union,” said Abanto, a junior. “That made me happy”
Temperatures dropped to
the teens Friday morning, according to The Weather Channel’s Web site.
“My ﬁngers ... I can’t feel
them but they’re burning,” said
CCAS-U candidate Eric Woodard. Woodard and his supporters had some trouble getting
their posters to stick to the plaster walls outside of the Marvin

“Just hustle, get in
front of the line (that’s
our strategy for putting up posters).”
SHAKIR CANNON
SOPHOMORE

tial candidate Nicole Capp, a
sophomore, as she was trying
to defend her spots.
“How fabulous is that?”
she exclaimed after hanging a
poster in what she thought was
a prime spot outside of the Academic Center.
Executive Vice Presidential

Center, “but we’re in good spirits,” he said.
The cold seemed to cut
back on the number of people who showed up this year,
said sophomore Laura Bentele, chair of the Joint Elections Committee, a five-person body that is overseeing
the elections. The event was
“pretty subdued because of
the weather,” she said. “Definitely because of the cold we
had less people show up.”
Bentele and other JEC ofﬁcials oversaw the event to make
sure the candidates and their
supporters followed proper procedures. As the excitement from
the initial rush calmed down,
she had yet to witness any violations of the election rules, but
said JEC ofﬁcials would survey
the posters to make sure all can-

didates complied with the rules.
For example, candidates can be
charged with a violation of the
JEC charter if posters overlap
one another or if they are too
high off the ground.
In addition to the Marvin Center and the Academic
Center, posters were hung at
the Law School near University Yard and outside of Funger
Hall.
Not all the candidates for SA
President made the run across
H Sstreet Friday morning.
“(David) Tito (Wilkinson)
is at Mount Vernon,” said EVP
candidate Brand Kroeger, referring to his running mate Wilkinson, a junior who is running for
SA president.
“We sent the president out
there. They need a special love,”
said Kroeger, a sophomore. n

How the ‘07 SA Presidential candidates stack up
Marc Abanto ‘08

Marc Abanto ‘08

Michael Ray Huerta ‘08

Marc Abanto ‘08

Casey Pond ‘08

Political Science,
Psychology

International Affairs

International Affairs,
Economics

Member Education Chair of Pi
Kappa Phi,
College
Democrats

2006 Colonial Cabinet, House Proctor
in Lafayette and
Thurston Hall

VP of Phi
Kappa Psi, Directing Member of

PLATFORM:

nReform Health and Safety
inspections
nCreate internship database
ENDORSEMENTS:

College Democrats, Jewish
Student Association, Pi Kappa Phi,
International Affairs Society, GW
NORML, Generic Theater Company

PLATFORM:

nFree BlackBoard printing,
4-Ride van and an on-line
appointment form for Student
Health Services
n24-hour access to Marvin
Center and Academic Center,
ENDORSEMENTS:

None

PLATFORM:

n24-hour access to Marvin
Center and Duquès Hall
nExpand wireless capabilities
nCut SA executive budget
ENDORSEMENTS:

College Republicans, Higher
Education Student Association,
Muslim Student Association

Nicole Capp ‘09

Marc
Abanto
‘08 ‘08
David
“Tito”
Wilkinson

Economics

Internation Business, Finace

Program Board,
Residence Hall
Council President

PLATFORM:
nGWorld All Over
nGW411
nGWInformed

ENDORSEMENTS:

Masters of Public Administration,
Public Policy Student Association,
Medical Center Student Council

Business School mentor , NAACP leadership

PLATFORM:
nExpand wireless capabilities,
nBring back Colonial Inva-

sion and the free newspaper
program
ENDORSEMENTS:

Black Student Union

For complete profiles of all the Presidential and Executive Vice President candidates and continued coverage of the 2007 General Election,
visit www.gwhathcet.com and blog.gwhatchet.com/student-association
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Jake Sherman – Sports Editor (jsherman@gwhatchet.com)
Joanna Shapes – Asst. Sports Editor (jshapes@gwhatchet.com)

NUMBER CRUNCH
–The number of points, rebounds and assists
senior Carl Elliott registered for the ﬁrst tripledouble in program history.

With his parents in the crowd,
Damian Hollis has...

Ben Solomon/photo editor

Freshman Travis King was in the starting lineup Saturday.

ANALYSIS

Win keeps GW
‘in the race’
by Jake Sherman
Sports Editor
Karl Hobbs said Saturday’s
84-72 win over Temple at Smith
Center was not a must-win.
The win does accomplish a
few things, Hobbs said, but he
refused to look too far into the
future.
“First and foremost, it makes
us 16-8, 7-5 in the league,” he
said. “Depending on what the
results are today, we’re fourth
or ﬁfth or sixth – something in
there. It’s a one-game-at-a-time
thing, and that’s how we’re approaching it.”
The win keeps GW “in the
race,” Hobbs said, for a good
seed in the Atlantic 10 Tournament.
But Hobbs said he just wants
people to understand what his
young team is going through.
In what he has characterized
as a “rebuilding year,” GW has
struggled with rebounding efﬁciency and now is forced to take
the court without sophomore
Cheyenne Moore, who will have
surgery on a broken foot.
Is Hobbs surprised his team
is going through a rough patch?
He said no.
“GW is not immune to having to deal with adversity,”
Hobbs told a gaggle of reporters during his post-game press
conference Saturday evening.
“I know some of you guys are
shocked that we’re dealing with
some adversity a little bit. And
basically, when you look at our
schedule and you look at the
games that we’ve played, we’ve
played some very good basketball teams and we’ve played
some teams on the road. And
every team, at some point in the
season, has to deal with a little
bit of adversity.”
Flanked by freshman Damian Hollis, sophomore Rob Diggs
and senior Carl Elliott, Hobbs
spoke about three other guys
who were in a similar position
four years ago. Mike Hall, Pops
Mensah-Bonsu and Omar Williams had those seats speaking
about the same difﬁculties in the
midst of a 12-game season during their ﬁrst season in Foggy
Bottom.

Temple

72

George Washington

84

“This is a process we’re going through but we’re still developing, we’re still coming around,
we’re still getting better,” Hobbs
said. “I like the fact that we have
16 wins and my feeling is for
George Washington University
to be having a rebuilding year
and to be 16-8 and still in the
hunt, that’s pretty good. And we
still have a lot more basketball to
play.”
Hobbs and Elliott both said
GW’s recent rut was due to the
team’s inability to rebound.
Against Temple, the Colonials
were able to pull down 11 more
rebounds than its opponent after a sluggish ﬁrst half on the
glass. Hobbs said it has taken
four games for his team to crash
the boards. But Hobbs does not
think the rebounding disparity is
due to a lack of want.
“It’s not ‘they ﬁnally get the
message,’” Hobbs said. “I’d love
to tell you things are supposed to
happen like this but it’s a process
and we’re still learning how to
become a good basketball team.
We’re the least physical team in
the league.”
On Wednesday, the Colonials will face Richmond for the
second time this season. Hobbs
likened a match up with the Spiders to having a wisdom tooth
extracted.
“It’s like sitting in that dentist’s chair. I’m telling you, it’s
like getting that root canal done.
That’s what it’s like playing
Richmond. They spread you out,
they are like (6-foot-6, 6-foot-5)
they’re all tall. All the guys can
post, they all shoot threes, they
run very good offense. They’re
young but yet they’re getting
better.”
Elliott records triple-double
Senior Carl Elliott recorded
the ﬁrst triple-double in program
history Saturday. Elliott dropped
17 points, 12 rebounds and 10 assists against the Owls in 36 minutes. It marked Elliott’s return
to the starting lineup after being
benched Feb. 14 against Saint Joseph’s in Philadelphia for breaking unspeciﬁed team rules. n

...a career game

Nick Gingold/assistant photo editor

Freshman Damian Hollis makes a move past a Temple defender. Hollis started playing basketball in middle school and turned to his
father, a former professional, for instruction. (Inset) Hollis’ father, Essie Hollis, played A-10 and NBA basketball and attended Saturday.
by Andrew Alberg
Senior Staff Writer

K

arl Hobbs should have his
players’ families come to
games more often.
In front of his parents,
freshman Damian Hollis scored a careerhigh 15 points on six- -of-seven shooting
Saturday against Temple at Smith Center.
College basketball games are not unfamiliar to Essie Hollis, Damian’s father.
Essie played at Atlantic 10 rival St. Bonaventure during the mid-1970s and appeared in 25 games for the NBA’s Detroit
Pistons in 1979. Perhaps because he is
used to making similar plays himself, Essie watched the game stone-faced except
for breaking into a guarded smile after
his son converted a thunderous alley-oop
in the second half.
The younger Hollis said that his parents, who live in Coral Springs, Fla.,
“brought a little spice from home” to Foggy Bottom. His spiced-up play helped the
Colonials end a four-game losing streak.
During the skid, the longest for the Colonials in three years, Hollis played his best
ball yet. Against Saint Joseph’s he hit four
of five shot attempts, all three-pointers,
in a loss. His performances earned him
A-10 Rookie of the Week honors.
It was not always this way for Hollis,
whose first love was baseball. Hollis’ first
foray into basketball was during middle
school, where he was cut from his school
team. Hoping to improve, Hollis did not
have to look far for tutelage, as he enlisted the help of his father.

“He obviously has an understanding for the game because he’s been
around it. Those are the kinds of the kids you want.”
KARL HOBBS

MEN’S BASKETBALL COACH
ON FRESHMAN DAMIAN HOLLIS

“That whole summer we worked and
we worked and we worked, and I just advanced really fast. The next year was really easy,” Damian said.
Essie put Damian through a rigorous
workout routine that helped considerably
in his development. Despite picking up
the game relatively late, Hobbs said that
Hollis’ background helped him.
“He obviously has an understanding
for the game because he’s been around
it,” Hobbs said. “Those are the kind of the
kids you want.”
At 6-foot-8, Hollis has the height to
be a presence in the post but lacks the
strength to bang down low. He spends
most of his time on the perimeter, taking
spot-up jumpers. His shooting stroke is
short and fluid, and when successful, the
ball usually hits nothing but net. To those
not familiar with him, Hollis’ game can
come as a surprise.
“(Damian) stepped up and made
shots when he needed to,” said Temple’s
first-year coach Fran Dunphy. “Before the

Colonials get victories at Charlotte
and St. Louis, stay undefeated in A-10
by Joanna Shapes
Assistant Sports Editor

School took a break for Presidents’ Day weekend, but the GW
women’s basketball team did not.
The No. 9 (AP, ESPN/USA Today) Colonials beat Charlotte and
St. Louis to improve to 23-2 on the
season and 12-0 in the Atlantic 10.
The 64-59 win over Charlotte
Thursday broke the 49ers’ 22-game
home winning streak. The Colonials
followed up the win with a 64-47
win over St. Louis Sunday.
“We did a good job, we played
really well in the second half,” coach
Joe McKeown said of Sunday’s
game. “We got up by 20 and just
ﬁnished it off. But it wasn’t pretty.
St. Louis is one of the up and com-

ing teams in the conference. They
played really hard. It was a good
weekend for us, to win two on the
road.”
Against the Billikens, turnovers
appeared to be the difference. The
Colonials forced St. Louis to give up
the ball 29 times, a season high for
the Billikens. GW had 17 turnovers.
Thanks to GW’s 31-percent
shooting in the ﬁrst half, tying a season-low, St. Louis (11-15, 3-9 A-10)
kept the game within single digits
in the ﬁrst period before the Colonials broke away in the second half.
A 10-0 run midway through the second half put the Colonials up 16.
“It was a good team effort. Our
best really contributed,” McKeown
said.
Leading the GW scoring attack

were juniors Kim Beck and Sarah-Jo
Lawrence, who had 16 points each.
Sophomore Jessica Adair had her
second-straight double-double with
11 points and 10 rebounds. Senior
Kenan Cole, who was questionable
for Sunday’s game after leaving in
the ﬁrst half of the Charlotte contest with an ankle injury, started the
game but scored just seven points
in 29 minutes. McKeown said that
Cole’s injury was not a factor in her
performance and that she should be
ﬁne for the rest of the season.
McKeown said that junior Whitney Allen guarded St. Louis senior
Tyler McIlwraith, who averages
15.1 points per game as well as possible, holding the team’s only senior
starter to just three points. Only
one Billiken, freshman Theresa

Lisch, reached double digits with 14
points.
Thursday, the Colonials defeated
Charlotte at Halton Arena, where no
team had won since December 2005.
The 49ers (17-10, 8-4 A-10) kept the
game close and even took the lead
late in the second half before GW
prevailed in the ﬁnal few minutes.
Lawrence led the Colonials’ scoring
with 16 points, while Adair had 14
points and 14 rebounds and sophomore Jazmine Adair also added 14
points. Charlotte junior Sabrina
Gregory had 17 points.
The two road games marked
the Colonials’ ﬁrst trips to both
schools.
The Colonials host Saint Joseph’s Friday and Temple Sunday
to ﬁnish their A-10 season. n

Saint Joe’s game you would’ve said (jump
shots are not a strength of his game). But
obviously, against Saint Joe’s, he stepped
up and made those shots and (against us)
he did the same thing.”
Hollis was made available to the media for a second time this season after Saturday’s game, a departure from Hobbs’
policy to shield first-year players from the
press. Making Hollis available to reporters, Hobbs said, keeps him motivated.
But the coaching staff is careful to
ensure that Hollis’ ego stays in check.
Hobbs said Hollis, who is averaging 4.3
points per game, tends to be overconfident. Despite back-to-back double-digit
scoring games, the freshman has not
yet shown he can play well consistently,
Hobbs said.
“We’ve played 24 games and he had
two good games,” Hobbs said.
”My philosophy is this is a showme program. You had 14 (points) the
other day? Go out and get me 14 on
Wednesday.”n

VARSITYROUNDUP
Baseball

The baseball team opened its 2007 spring season
with three losses at No. 8 Virginia Feb. 17-19. The Colonials dropped 11-0, 11-1 and 15-2 decisions to the
Cavaliers. GW’s Feb. 13 game against Georgetown was
postponed due to snow.

M. Tennis
The men’s tennis team lost to Xavier and Dayton
during a two-day Ohio road trip. GW lost 6-1 to the
Musketeers and 4-3 to the Flyers.

W. Water polo
The women’s team dropped four games in two days
at the Maryland Invitational in College Park, Md.
The Colonials lost to Hartwick 16-3, Indiana 14-6,
Michigan 16-7 and Marist 6-5.

Gymnastics
The Colonials ﬁnished fourth out of ﬁve teams at the
Hearts Invitational, hosted by North Carolina State University, in Raleigh, N.C. Feb. 18. GW scored 191.195
points. Nebraska took ﬁrst with 196.975, followed by
West Virginia (194.7) and N.C. State (194.6). William &
Mary ﬁnished ﬁfth with 186.225 points.
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245 - RENT DC

460 - TRAVEL

APTS FOR RENT Modern Apts w/ DW,
Disposal, Hardwood ﬂoor, patio, central
air, washer & dryer inside ea unit. units
sleep 2 to 3 people. $1800 to $2700 per
month starting June 1, 2007. Call Ron for
preview 202-251-7500 or ronroudi@ﬁrstn
ationwidemgmt.com

SPRING BREAK IN LONDON 2007 The
best Spring Break ever! $549 pp, and
includes bed and breakfast, free drinks
night, an amazing daylong sightseeing
tour and river cruise, a weekly transport
travelcard, a London guidebook, an optional Da Vince Code tour and pub crawl
and lots more! 1 800 599 8635;
sales@springbreaklondon.com;
www.
springbreaklondon.com. 800-599-8635 x
ID 2497289

255 - SALE DC

EGG DONATION Now interviewing applicants to be egg donors for medical proceedings $5000.00 + expenses www.surrogacy-solutions.com 1-800-277-4004 or
301-421-0085 Shrybman Law Ofﬁces, P.
MICROSOFT CAMPUS AMBASSADORS needed for an exciting spring
ë07 semester program. Be a part of an
innovative marketing campaign for MicrosoftísÆ WindowsÆ Live. $500 base
pay plus bonus. Apply at www.repnation.com/apply/wl
DELL CAMPUS REPS NEEDED Promote a top 30 company to gain real-world
business & marketing experience! www.
RepNation.com/Dell to apply.

Admin Assistant position for DC CPA
ﬁrm. Close to campus. Must have available hours on Tuesdays, Wednesdays
and Fridays, approx 8-10 hours weekly.
Perform clerical and other ofﬁce duties.
Email: mmoore@calibrecpa.com.

WELL MANNERED 5-YR OLD Need responsible child care pick up from school
in Potomac to Capitol Hill M-W. 3-6:30
pm. Assist with homework and dinner.
Must have car. $18/hr.

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Administrative Assistant/Personal Assistant to
Georgetown Businessman, high GPA, light bookkeeping experience preferred. 12-15 hours per
week. Prefer Monday, Wednesday, Friday. e-mail:
eadent3@aol.com or fax resume to: 202-342-9377

POSITIONS AVAILABLE
Customer Support Intern

PERFECT FOR STUDENTS Popular
downtown Sushi restaurant seeking a
host/ hostess for luncheon shifts serveral
times a week. Restaurant is conveniently
located near GW campus. Energetic and
experienced applicants can apply at the
restaurant between 3:00 pm-5:00 pm.
(ask for Fernando) Kaz Sushi Bistro 1915
“I” Street, NW. 202-530-5500

Alarm.com ñ Tech company in Tysons
Corner seeks current and graduating students for summer internships beginning
April/May. Strong communication, problem solving and teamwork skills required.
Fun & fast-paced. $12+/hour. E-mail:
careers@alarm.com.

SPRING BREAK
BABYSITTER WANTED

Babysit 2 or 3 afternons during Sping
Break (March 12-17) for happy child.
Must have babysitting experience. 703598-9829 or acujimmy77@yahoo.com

270 - SUBLETS OFFERED

!BARTENDING! UP TO $300/DAY No
experience necessary. Training provided.
800-965-6520x171.

INTERNSHIP/PAID. WANTED: Aggressive, outgoing go-getter to work with
ﬁnancial adviser at UBS Financial Services. Call Bill Flanigan, vice-president,
301-718-5036.

610 - CHILD CARE

CLOISTERS HOME FOR SALE DETAILS @ 3644reservoir.com

PET LOVERS WANTED

620 - INTERNSHIPS, PAID

EARN $800-$3200 a month to drive
brand new cars with ads placed on them.
www. AdDriveTeam.com.

260 - SHARE DC

665 - PART TIME

Capital Petsitters, LLC is hiring full time
mid-day dogwalkers in Washington, Arlington, McLean and Falls Church. If you
LOVE pets, want a ﬂexible job and a terrific income, contact info@capitalpetsitters.
com Applicants must have a reliable car
and be willing to commit to petsitting for
at least 6 months. 703-442-0403

515 - GENERAL

DUPONT FULL 1 BD CONDO GEM
Throwing money away? Own for less
than rent! $299,500 (as low as $1500 in
total monthly payment). Open house every Sunday from 1p-5p. Perfect location!
5 minute walk from Dupont Circle and
Foggy Bottom Metro stations and GWU
in upscale, beautiful neighborhood. Roof
deck pool for parties & sunning. Spacious
layout, stainless steel appliances, plenty
of closet space in a newly renovated, pet
friendly building. Please contact Julie to
visit at 202-365-3506. 1260 21st St, NW,
#107.

615 - FULL TIME

We accept American Express,
Discover, MasterCard, and VISA cards, as well as
cash & checks through the office.

Can’t Find a Roommate?

Apts, Sublets & Rooms
BROWSE & LIST FREE!

Place a FREE Classiﬁeds Ad in the Hatchet Email:

www.TheSublet.com

classiﬁeds@gwhatchet.com

All Cities & Areas! 201-265-7900

www.gwhatchet.com/classiﬁedswww.gwhatchet.com/classiﬁedswww.gwhatchet.com/classiﬁedswww.gwhatchet.com/classiﬁedswwwgwhatchet.
com/classiﬁedswww.gwhatchet.com/classiﬁedswww.gwhatchet.com/classiﬁedswww.gwhatchet.com/classiﬁedswww.gwhatchet.com/classiﬁedswww.gwhatchet.com/classiﬁedswww.gwhatchet.com/classiﬁedswww.gwhatchet.com/classiﬁedswww.gwhatchet.com/classiﬁedswww.gwhatchet.

WESTERN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Healthy Volunteers Needed for Child
& Adolescent Mental Health Research
You may be eligible if you are:
• Between the ages of 10-17
• Medically healthy
• Free of current or past history of psychiatric illness
• Free of a history of head trauma with loss of consciousness
• Not currently taking any medication
Researchers at the NIMH are seeking healthy child and
adolescent volunteers to participate in studies on mood and
anxiety disorders. Participation in these studies may include a
physical exam, lab work, brain imaging, and/or psychological
interviews. The studies are conducted at the NIH Clinical
Center in Bethesda, Maryland.

SEARCHING FOR YOUR SPIRITUAL SIDE?
Wednesday Night Service at 7:00-8:00 p.m.
From February 21 to March 28.
Thursday Interfaith Prayers for Peace at 12:15-12:45 p.m.
From March 1 to April 12

Compensation is provided.

301-594-8705

Please call:

(TTY: 1-866-411-1010)

http://patientinfo.nimh.nih.gov

or forThe
other
www.clinicaltrials.gov
Newstudies:
York Times
Syndication Sales Corporation

The New York Times Syndication Sales Corporation
609
609 Greenwich
Greenwich Street,
Street, New
New York,
York, N.Y.
N.Y. 10014
10014
For
Call:
For Information
Information
Call: 1-800-972-3550
1-800-972-3550
National Institute
of Mental
Health

2401 VIRGINIA AVENUE, NW
WASHINGTON, DC
www.westernpresbyterian.org

National Institutes of Health, Department of Health & Human Services
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D.C. pays for
local GW center
by Justine Karp
Hatchet Reporter

A GW-administered degree
program that teaches District
citizens to lead positive change
in their communities received
a $500,000 grant this year to expand its programming.
Former D.C. Mayor Anthony
Williams approved the funds for
the decade-old program, D.C.
Neighborhood College, which
is administered through GW’s
Center for Excellence and Public
Leadership, a training and research center within the College
of Professional Studies.
The center arranges for professors to teach participants on
Thursday, Friday and Saturday
evenings for a total of 15 hours
per week, a standard full-time
course load. The program is free
for those accepted.
Natalie K. Houghtby-Haddon, associate director of the
Center for Excellence and Public
Leadership, said this year’s mayoral funding for the program releases the program from relying
on private donors.
“The grant gives us the opportunity to expand the program
a bit,” she added.
GW not only gives the
year-long program organizational assistance but also shares
resources with participants,
Houghtby-Haddon said. The
program works to bring opportunities for leadership to people
within the surrounding community. While the University gives
so much to the program, Houghtby-Haddon said, it is better to
share costs and responsibilities
with the D.C. government.
“I don’t think it’s appropriate for the University to fund it
fully,” Houghtby-Haddon said.
“I think it always needs to be a
partnership with the government
because then they get more effective citizen leaders to work in the
partnership with the government
itself.”
The D.C. Neighborhood College’s goals include developing
cross-District networks of highly
skilled community and civic
leaders, according to its Web site.
In the past year, there have been
53 graduates from the college,
with professions including local
civil service, banking, real estate,

Latin affairs and communications.
Program
spokesperson
Karima Woods said the college
is highly selective and tries to
admit citizens from each of the
eight District wards. She said the
program’s staff hopes GW will
eventually fully fund the college.
“We are hoping that GWU
will fully fund our program in
the future,” she said.
Karen W. Archer, who graduated from the college in 2003,
created the Friends of Petworth,
a neighborhood advocacy group
for the neighborhood west of
Catholic University after completing the program. Archer,
who is president of the group,
said she has helped organize
some community amenities with
the Petworth Recreation Center,
including a new playground and
renovations to the center.
A member of the Advisory
Neighborhood Commission for
her district and a branch manager at the D.C. Superior Court’s
Criminal Information Center, Archer said she wanted to attend
the college in order to give more
to her community.
“The reason I went into the
D.C. Neighborhood College program was that I thought it was a
great opportunity to learn more
about the city and how the city
operates,” she said. “My main
reason was so that I could serve
the community.”
Archer added that she suspects some participants use the
program for career advancement
instead of a community service
tool. She said if she could change
something it’d be to receive credit for all of the hours of class she
took.
“I think that really with the
amount of time that we’ve invested, I think we should be able
to get college credits for it,” she
said.
Another graduate, Vanessa
Rufﬁn, said the program really
helped her and others become
intimately familiar with the District. The full-time community
advocate said she gained a lot of
experience and training.
“I am always glad to receive
and education,” Rufﬁn said. “I
think it was time well-spent,
(and) there were a lot of people
to learn from in the class.” n

News

Writing for Daisy Duke

1999 graduate
wrote “Dukes of
Hazzard” prequel
by Karelia Pallan
Hatchet Staff Writer

Most GW graduates earning
a degree in political science are
more likely to aspire to take center
stage at a debate than to take on
the silver screen, yet 1999 alum
Shane Morris has transferred his
passion for politics into a bigscreen career.
Morris, who got his big
break last summer by writing the
prequel to the 2005 “Dukes of
Hazzard” movie, started out at
GW with a love for politics. His
career path, however, changed
drastically over the years.
In the summer of 2006,
Warner Bros. pitched an idea of a
Dukes of Hazzard prequel based
off of the popular 1970s television
show to about 15 writers, including Morris, giving them only one
week to come up with a script.
“How do Bo and Duke get their

car, the General Lee? How does
Daisy Duke make her little Daisy
Duke shorts?” the studio wanted
to know.
Morris went home and did
some research before writing,
which included watching every
episode of the television show.
“I used to love (the series)
when I was a kid,” Morris said. “I
wanted to make the movie in the
spirit of the TV show.”
The studio eventually chose
Morris to write the script, and finished shooting the whole movie in
a month. The aptly titled “Dukes
of Hazzard: The Beginning” DVD
will be released March 20.
“It’s incredible pressure but
it’s also very exciting,” Morris
said. “They were taking a chance
on me – I was a pretty green
writer and it totally opened the
door for me in Hollywood.”
“When I went into GW freshman year I thought I had everything planned out: I would do
political science, then go to law
school and eventually work in a
district attorney’s office,” he said.
During his junior year abroad
in Oxford University in England,
Morris started thinking seriously
what he wanted to do with his
life, finally concluding that he did

GWTV
from p. 3
which changes weekly, to eight hours.
“We are trying to bring in programming that is not just another channel, but
that’s good, has a good quality,” Saunders said. He also said they were trying
to provide things that “students would be
interested in watching.”
Television programs that are now
playing on GWTV include “Think Talk,”
a career program designed for college students, “Digging for the Truth,” a History
Channel program that GWTV obtained
the rights to air, and “The Source,” a GW
focused news program an SMPA class
produces. Other programming includes
local events on campus, like the recent
Hatchet-Student Association debate and
speeches from Sen. Charles Schumer (DN.Y.) and political strategist James Carville.
The staff at GWTV has also begun
producing an original show in association with the Student Activities Center.
The show is based after the weekly University-wide e-mail GWeekly that SAC
distributes to inform students about
campus events and other announcements.
“I’ve always been about baby steps

not want to become a lawyer.
In his childhood, Morris and
his brother performed plays for
his family in their house, eventually filming them and experimenting with more exotic locales
like his backyard.
Morris started an independent
project of writing a script under
the mentorship of actor David
Alan Grier in his senior year of
high school. He later filmed the
script, called “Due Diligence,”
with his brother that summer.
“From that point on I was
hooked on writing,” Morris said. I
would often think, ‘God, it would
be great if I could get paid for
what I like to do.’”
Even though his degree does
not directly apply to the job he
now does, Morris says that his
time at GW was certainly not
wasted.
“It’s not so much the specific subject that you are learning,
especially in a liberal arts education. It’s more of an approach and
a way of examining things. It’s
still about asking people questions and digging deeper and seeing what the people are like,” he
said.
Now that he is a professional
writer, Morris has two more proj-

with this organization,” Saunders said.
“When you lay the ground work you
have to do it that way.”
SMPA Professor Roxanne Russell, the
faculty adviser for the group is impressed
with the work so far.
“Matt and Curtis are very organized
and, more importantly, committed to
building a structure that will last beyond
them when they leave GW,” she wrote in
an e-mail last week.
The two planned to create an executive board to ﬁll with young, energetic
members who could continue to run the
organization.
“Before this year, GWTV had been a
poorly managed student organization.
Year to year, the organization could not
pick up enough momentum to take off
and ﬂourish,” said Elliot Brown, a freshman who was newly appointed to the position of director of content acquisitions
on GWTV’s executive board.
When former president of GWTV
Jelena Zupan stepped down this fall, she
cited the administration’s lack of support
for the failings of GWTV. Saunders and
Raye say they have worked with people
ready to help GWTV.
“Everyone has been supportive,”
Saunders said. “In (SMPA) and out, everyone agrees that this is something that
is great for the university, if done properly. That’s what we are trying to do.” n

ects in the works, both comedies.
“I got a chance to pitch
another script to Warner Bros.
called ‘Committed for Life,’” said
Morris, who has finished the first
draft of this tale loosely based on
a true story. The movie will be
about two FBI agents who pretend to get married as part of an
elaborate sting to catch a group of
mobsters.
The other project, with New
Line Cinema, is based on the
Redneck Games held annually in
Georgia that were started after the
Atlanta 1996 Olympics.
He got the opportunity to
do some fieldwork research by
attending the games.
“It was stuff so outrageous I
couldn’t make it up,” Morris said.
“I would much rather be
doing this sort of research ... it is
much more fun that sitting at a
desk all day,” he added.
These all-American Olympics
include the hubcap hurl, bobbing
for pigs’ feet and armpit serenades. Instead of a medal, winners are presented with a halfcrushed beer can.
“It’s very highbrow,” Morris
jokingly commented about the
script. “My very own ‘Lawrence
of Arabia.’” n

HONORS
from p. 5

grade inflation leads to inaccurately high GPAs
at colleges and universities around the nation,
the distinction of being an honors program
participant is one way graduate schools and
employers can identify truly quality students.
“As the meaningfulness and value of a student GPA declines, the value of other indicators
rises,” Baxter said.
According to Baxter, graduate programs
tend to be more sensitive to the differences
between GPA-related honors and honors program than employers.
“Employers might just go for GPA for convenience and leave it at that,” Baxter said.
Marva Gumbs-Jennings, executive director
of the GW Career Center, assists students in
their job searches and believes that only having high GPA does not say enough about a
student.
“It doesn’t tell me anything about teamwork, how you can communicate.”
Though an honors distinction may not act
as a make-or-break factor for students applying
to graduate schools or for jobs, participating
in an honors program speaks to what type of
student that applicant is, Morsch said.
“It says the student is intelligent enough to
be accepted into the program or earn the designation,” said Morsch. n
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ALARM

from p. 1

from p.1

Student Code of Conduct. He said
UPD is working to resolve the issue
with the help of student vigilance in
reporting suspicious activity.
Ed Comeau, publisher of a
ﬁre-safety newsletter called Campus Firewatch, said the intentional
false alarms are highly concerning
for any residential building. He
said ofﬁcials should hold meetings
with students to impart the importance of ﬁre alarms.
“Education and communication among students (will) reinforce the importance of evacuation,” he said.
Comeau said the University
could do much more to prevent
the problem. He said some schools
will ﬁne an entire ﬂoor to force a
student to come forward with information. He said GW could also
equip all of the alarms with stoppers – a device which beeps loudly
while the alarm is being pulled so
it is more likely someone will witness misuse.
“A number of schools across
the country use (stoppers), and
they have a total reduction in false
alarms,” Comeau said.
In addition to taking every
alarm seriously and always evacuating the building, Comeau also
advises to “always know two ways
out, no matter where you are ...
because that can save you’re life.”
In situations where students are
faced with a smoke-ﬁlled corridor,
he recommends turning back into
the room, closing the door, sealing
off the bottom and calling the ﬁre
or police department to alert them
of your whereabouts and danger.
Despite University efforts,
Mitchell Hall residents said they
are still perturbed by the alarms.
Sophomore Samantha Austin,
who lives one of Mitchell’s about
100 singles, said the timing of the
alarms is what really bothers her.

four-by-four. The Educational
Policy Committee of the Faculty
Senate also studied the plan in
2003 and recommended that it
not be implemented.
The four-by-four taskforce appointed by Lehman that ﬁrst convened in 2005 was the ﬁrst task
force to recommend the four-byfour. In May 2006 the recommendation passed by a vote of 13-8.
At Friday’s meeting faculty
members explained their discontent with the plan.
“We are now charging the
highest tuition in the country,”
said law professor Arthur Wilmarth. “Are we going to charge
the highest tuition and cut the
amount of classroom time?”
According to the report that
the taskforce released in October,
the study of the four-by-four curriculum was motivated by both
academic and ﬁnancial reasons,
but academics were the primary
focus of the task force.
The four-by-four report states
that the four-by-four may or may
not involve reduced class time,
Nick Gingold/assistant photo editor

Fireﬁghters exit Mitchell Hall after responding to one of many
false alarms. Mitchell experienced six false ﬁre alarms in one
week, often in the middle of the night.
“I wake up tired the next morning because I don’t get a full night’s
sleep and it’s awful,” Austin said.
She said while she understands the University’s policy on
mandatory evacuations, she is
considering staying inside the next
time an alarm goes off. She added
that GW should be doing more to
prevent the mischief.
“It’s a stupid thing not to go out
but I’m tired of standing outside at 3
o’clock in the morning,” Austin said.
Sophomore Mark Dauigoy
said there is a real danger that

HOUSING
from p. 1

a wait list for rising sophomores, but
it is a possibility. He said he expects
a non-guaranteed wait list for rising
upperclassmen.
Weinshel was also conﬁdent that
GW Housing Programs will be able to
ﬁnd assignments for upperclassmen
on the non-guaranteed wait list that
includes students wanting to live on
campus. He said that 90 percent of
students who did not get an initial

students in Mitchell Hall will not
evacuate if there is a real ﬁre because of the boy-who-cries-wolf
effect of the false alarms.
Dauigoy described the general
feeling of Mitchell Hall’s residents
as “pissed off.” He said the person
who thinks they are playing a joke
on residents should consider the effect it is having on other students.
“This is a dangerous thing
you’re playing with,” Dauigoy
said. “It may be a prank, but
you’re messing with the safety of
everyone around here.” n

assignment last year were placed in
housing.
Many of those who were not
placed simply had unrealistic standards, Weinshel added. “(If) they
only want to live in a single with (a)
kitchen, we’ll most likely be unable to
accommodate them,” he said.
One of the organizations that
worked to get the University’s housing assignment system changed is the
Residence Hall Association, a student
group that works with GW Housing
Programs. RHA President Hayley
Haldeman said she has heard mostly
good things from students.

DEBATE
from p. 1
Bell-Krasner, Nick D’Addario,
Chris Rotella, and sophomores
Andrew Cooper and Brand
Kroeger.
All of the candidates said the
purpose of the SA is to advocate
on behalf of the student body and
work to improve communication
between students and administrators.
“Advocacy, advocacy and
more advocacy are the most important parts of the SA,” said Cooper,
who is running with Pond.
Wilkinson said the SA president must act on his plans for

“For the most part a lot of the people that I’ve talked to have said more
or less it’s pretty easy,” Haldeman, a
sophomore, said. “I think in general
there is sort of a wave of calm about
this.”
She added that students wishing to guarantee their top choice can
participate in the Martha’s Marathon
housing number rafﬂe and auction Friday. The No. 1 and 2 assignments will
be rafﬂed off and assignments three
through ﬁve will be auctioned to the
highest bidder. The computer assignment system has been programmed to
assign those who win the rafﬂes and

but Faculty Senate members said ment at the University.
only reduced class time would
The Faculty Senate’s resolulead to the ﬁnancial savings that tion recommends as an alternathe report predicts. They were tive to the four-by-four that the
critical of the academic beneﬁts faculty review their curriculums
of a model that decreased class beginning next fall in collaboratime.
tion with President-elect Steven
Outgoing University President Knapp.
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg has reThe resolution is also critipeatedly pushed
cal of evidence
for the four-bythat points to low
four because of
academic engage“Are
we
going
to
its potential for
ment and chalsubstantial
cost
charge the highest lenge, stating that
savings. The fourthere has been
tuition and cut the modest improveby-four curriculum will generate a
ment over the past
minimum savings amount of classroom few years accordbetween $5 and
ing to exit surveys
time?”
$10 million annuof seniors.
ally, according to a
In April each
school report.
of the schools will
ARTHUR
WILMARTH
Trachtenberg
still be voting on
GW LAW PROFESSOR
told The Hatchet
the four-by-four.
earlier this month
Schools can pothat he would like
tentially vote in
the new Columbian College dean different directions, but Faculty
to support the four-by-four plan. Senate members said they did not
Candidates will be interviewed in believe different curricular strucFebruary and March, and a new tures among schools would be
dean will be in place by July 2007.
plausible.
Administrators continue to
“I think it would be chaos for
point to the four-by-four as a way some schools to reject it and othto remedy what they see as low ers to not,” said philosophy proacademic challenge and engage- fessor William Grifﬁth. n
advocacy. “We need to be about
action and getting things done for
students,” said Wilkinson, who is
running with Kroeger.
Capp said advocacy begins by
working with students through
the SA and that she knows how
to make the organization more
effective.
During the EVP portion of the
debate, the dialogue was at times
tense as the candidates discussed
the use of SA funds.
In the State of the SA address,
Thorpe proposed a $1-per-credit-hour increase, which would
apply to incoming undergraduate students and transfer students.
Thorpe said that the current student fee of $1 was not enough to
support the SA.

auctions in order and then process the
rest of the students’ requests.
Last year’s highest bid last year
was $7,000, Haldeman said.
Haldeman said she and other
members of the RHA have been getting the word out to students to
choose many preferences in order to
allow the system to work well.
Rising senior Emily Narkis said
she favors the new system because
she doesn’t have any speciﬁc roommate preferences.
in. have a lot of people
“I didn’t5.75
really
I wanted to live with, so this system is
better for that,” she said.

Kroeger said that he and
Wilkinson were working with
USA Today to bring back free
newspapers for students. This fall,
the University cut the GW Reads
program that provided three free
newspapers to residence halls.
“Tito and Brand are about providing services that are costly,”
Cooper said of his opponents. “It
is not about providing costly services.”
During the debates, candidates structured many of their
arguments around the significance
of being an “SA insider.” In recent
elections, some candidates have
emphasized their inexperience
with the SA, maintaining that they
See FORUM, p. 16

Narkis said the previous system
didn’t stress her out more; it just took
longer to get her assignment.
Even though junior David Margules had a group of roommates arranged, he said he wasn’t concerned
that he’d be worse off with the new
system. He said he and his three
friends chose the recommended seven preferences even though it meant
choosing rooms he wasn’t interested
in.
“They said seven choices so that’s
what we did. I don’t think they’re going to use it against me,” Margules
said. n
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Islamic scholar calls GW home

Professor Seyyed Hossein
Nasr is an expert in
science, religion, philosophy
by Nadia Sheikh
Hatchet Staff Writer

Since 1984, one of the world’s foremost Islamic scholars has been teaching here at GW.
University Professor of Islamic Studies Seyyed
Hossein Nasr specializes in Sufism, Islamic philosophy
and metaphysics. Nasr teaches “Islamic Philosophy and
Theology” at the undergraduate level as well as a graduate course, “Man and Natural Environment” through
GW’s Department of Religion.
In 1933, Nasr was born in Tehran, Iran. As a 12year-old, Nasr came to the United States to study at
the Peddie School, a New
Jersey boarding school
Fourth in a series of
where he graduated in
professor proﬁles
1950 as valedictorian.
Afterward, he went on to
the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology as its first Iranian student and obtained a
master’s degree in geology and geophysics.
Nasr pursued a doctorate degree in the history of
science and philosophy at Harvard, and in 1958, Nasr
returned to teach at Tehran University as an associate
professor of philosophy.
Though Nasr initially studied sciences, he said he
became “very dissatisfied with the modern view of science,” which led him to study Islamic science and philosophy. In 1972, Nasr was appointed president of Sharif
University of Technology, formerly known as Aryamehr
University or Technology. A year later, Nasr established
the Imperial Iranian Academy of Philosophy, which at the
time was Iran’s premier philosophical institution.
In 1979, Nasr left Iran just before the start of the
Iranian Revolution.
“I knew there was going to be upheaval,” he said.
“After my house and property were plundered, I decided
it was not possible for me to go back.” Although he has
not been to Iran since, Nasr added, “I hope to make a trip
(to my home in Iran) soon.”
As for his foray into teaching, Nasr explained, “I
always have been interested in scholarship and teaching
and the question of knowledge.”
“I try to resuscitate the Islamic traditions (of) ...
philosophy, science, Sufism, and I think I’ve been quite
successful in doing that,” he remarked.
Associate Professorial Lecturer in Religion
Mohammad Faghfoory first met Nasr in 1965, as a student at Tehran University. At that time, Nasr taught an
Islamic culture and civilization class, and since then, Nasr
has continued to mentor Faghfoory.
Faghfoory described Nasr as “a first-rank teacher,
supportive of students, and a trainer of mind and soul ...
He is an extremely gifted author and poet, both in English
and in Persian, his mother tongue.”

Alex Ellis/Hatchet photographer

University Professor of Islamic Studies Seyyed
Hossein Nasr has worked for GW since 1984,
teaching Islamic philosophy and theology. Nasr
is writing a book, “The Garden of Truth.”

He added that Nasr, “has introduced many Islamic
intellectuals to the Western world that were totally
unknown (here) a generation ago.”
Nasr said when studying Islam one cannot count out
the influences of the Western world.
“The Islamic world is going through a period of very
great tension and very often contradictory forces. Its destiny is ultimately tied up with the West.”
Faghfoory added that Nasr has always been his
teacher and a source of his inspiration.
“(Nasr) offers the best kind of education that one can
get ... in my view, he is second to none. His books are a
constant source of reference for scholars and students
alike. His macro-perspective offers many windows before
one’s eyes in regards to religion, spirituality, tolerance,
understanding, patience and love,” Faghfoory said.
Faghfoory also said that in all Nasr’s writing and
lectures he constantly tries to show “the universality of
truth, that all men are children of one God.” By doing,
Faghfoory said, Nasr “has narrowed the gap that separates East and West.”
While previously teaching at the University of
Edinburgh, Temple University and now GW, Nasr
has also helped shape the Islamic studies programs at
Princeton University, the University of Utah and the
University of Southern California to reflect what he calls
“the point of view of Islam and not just the Western (view
of Islam).” n

Froggy Inn opens doors
Froggy Bottom
Pub owners open
B&B in Vietnam
by Catherine Villnave
Senior Staff Writer
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Beginning this month travelers
to Vietnam can experience their own
piece of Foggy Bottom, Froggy style.
After a year working on their
project, Froggy Bottom Pub owners Hien and Hoang Bui opened a
Froggy-themed bed and breakfast
on Feb. 5 to a full booking. Dubbed
Froggy Bottom Inn, the business sits
on family-owned land in Vung-Tau
City on the southern Vietnamese
coast about an hour outside of Ho
Chi Minh City.
While their restaurant and bar on
22nd Street and Pennsylvania Avenue
continues to do well, the extra revenue from the inn is much-needed,
Hien Bui said. The money will help
the Buis put two sons through college, take care of relatives in Vietnam
and leave a nest egg.
“I’m preparing for my retirement,” she joked. “Even though it
won’t be for another 10 years.”
In its eight years of operation,
Froggy Bottom Pub has catered to
students and other locals. Students
are attracted to the locale for pizza
deals, cheap beer and conversations
with the perennially animated and
frequently feisty Hien Bui.
She said the family tried to capture the atmosphere of the pub and
place it in Froggy Bottom Inn, so that
students traveling on a tight budget
can feel at home.
“This is their hangout and if
students are in Southeast Asia or
Vietnam, they have a place to go to,”
Hien Bui said of GW frequenters
of the pub. She added that the U.S.
exchange rate with Vietnam highly

FORUM
from p. 15
would bring a fresh perspective
to an organization plagued with
problems.
“(The term) ‘SA insider’ is
going to haunt me forever,” said SA
Sen. Abanto, who is running with
D’Addario. “However, there are so
many other things I have done. I
am not just about the SA.”
Rotella, who has served in the
SA Senate for two years, was characterized as an “SA insider” at the
debate.
“People are implying that if you
have experience in the SA, that it is
a bad thing,” said Rotella, who is
running with Huerta. “It is not.”
Bell-Krasner said that being an
“SA insider” or an “SA outsider”
does not matter to him. “I’ve been
both an ‘SA insider’ and an ‘SA out-

favors the dollar.
The
inn
offers two suites
and five single
rooms and traditional American
and Vietnamese
breakfast items.
Hien Bui said
her dream is to
facilitate student trips to
Vietnam, with
a short stay at
the inn as part
of the itinerary.
While she is still
in negotiations
with airlines
and travel agencies, Hien Bui
said her goal is
to take students
to Vietnam this
summer.
Inspiration
for the bed and
breakfast came
last
winter
when the Buis
returned from
a family visit to
Vietnam. The
inn was forCourtesy Hien Bui
merly a vacation home for Froggy Bottom Inn opened in Southern Vietnam earHoang Bui’s lier this month after a year’s work by Froggy Bottom
family, and the Pub onwers Hien and Hoang Bui.
couple decided
the home would better serve as a this could work in Vietnam, especially with the influence of American
business.
Hien Bui said the first week’s culture.”
Junior Steve Kolbert said he
sales have been promising, but she
cautioned that it’s too early to make patronizes the pub for the good
food but mostly because he apprepredictions of future performance.
Froggy Bottom Pub patrons were ciates Hein Bui’s personality. He
enthusiastic to hear news of a second said if he ever went to Vietnam
Froggy. Sophomore Chris Van Eyken he would probably visit the Bui’s
said he thinks the idea of the inn is a inn.
“I’d be more likely to eat there
winning business venture.
“It’d be something familiar than somewhere I haven’t been,”
abroad,” he said. “Something like he said. “I love the ‘Frog.’” n
sider.’ Regardless, you can advocate,” he said.
Although many of the presidential candidates had similar
responses throughout the debate,
they were divided on the relationship between the University and
the Foggy Bottom community.
Since spring 2006, the University
has been advancing a 20-year
Campus Plan that defines future
construction in Foggy Bottom. The
plan, which many local activists
oppose, calls for major academic
and commercial development by
constructing taller buildings in the
center of campus.
Abanto and Wilkinson said that
GW has a strong relationship with
neighbors.
“We do a good job of living
with the Foggy Bottom community,” Wilkinson said. “I am confident
we will continue to build on this
relationship.”
Capp and Pond, who have

worked to promote the Campus
Plan with a student group called
“Campaign GW,” said the relationship with Foggy Bottom is
strained.
“You would be surprised how
heated the meetings are,” Capp
said. “They are displeased. We need
to keep the community involved.”
During a 10-minute audience Qand-A period after the presidential
debate, an undergraduate student
asked if SA senators were running
for the sake of holding office.
“We are not a bunch of student playing politics,” Abanto said.
“Most of (the senators) aren’t planning on a career in politics.”
Hatchet Senior News Editor
David Ceasar organized and moderated the debate. Panelists included Hatchet Senior News Editor
Brandon Butler, Hatchet Opinions
Editor Gabriel Okolski and Daily
Colonial Campus News Reporter
Andrew Springer. n

