
by Gabriel Seder
Hatchet Reporter 

Signs litter the walls of 
Disability Support Services office 
asking for quiet to accommodate 
“exams in progress.” But the 
office is not quiet, it’s busy and 
it’s getting even busier.  

The number of students 
assisted by DSS is up 9 percent 
from last year and 21 percent 
from 2004. It’s an addition of 
135 students, bringing the total 
to 740 for the department’s 10 
staff members and it seems to 
indicate a larger trend across the 
country.  

Christy Willis, director of DSS, 
said the increase in student reg-

istration with DSS “reflects the 
quality of intervention in K-12 
education.” Primary and second-

ary schools are becoming better 

See DSS, p. 12
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Nick Gingold/assistant photo editor
Sophomore Ogheneruemu “OG” Oyiborhoro (right), candidate for Columbian College senator, 
dances with sophomore Richard Fowler (center), candidate for Senator At Large, on H Street 
while campaigning for Student Association elections Wednesday evening.

POLLDANCING

Early applications decline

by Elise Kigner
Senior Staff Writer

Admissions statistics released 
this month show that about 200 
fewer students applied to GW 
through early decision this year 

compared to last.
For next fall, the University 

accepted 830 out of about 1,500 
early decision applicants, 110 
fewer students than were accept-
ed for last fall when about 1,700 
students applied through early 
decision. There was about a 5 per-
cent increase in the early decision 
acceptance rate, up to 65 percent.

“The decline could just be 
coincidental or could be a result 
of the recent hype about early 
programs,” Kathryn Napper, the 
executive dean for undergradu-

ate admissions, in an e-mail to 
The Hatchet. She said other uni-
versities are also seeing a slight 
decline in early decision applica-
tions this year.

Napper said the University 
expects to get as many total appli-
cations as last year, which was 
about 19,400. About 2,350 appli-
cants are expected to be admit-
ted.

Harvard University, Princeton 
University and the University of 

Univerity sees 
decline of 200 
applications

Justin Evans/Hatchet photographer
Writer and activist Kevin Powell speaks at the Black 
Heritage celebration in the Jack Morton Auditorium. 

Fretting $50K, fixed tuition

by Nathan Grossman
Senior Staff Writer 

When GW debuted its fixed-
tuition plan in February 2004, the 
idea garnered praise from a num-
ber of outside observers. 

Newsweek, which listed the 
University as one of its “25 hot 
schools” in 2005, said that one 
“doesn’t have to be a policy wonk” 
to appreciate a flat tuition plan 
for four years of college. Boston 

University’s student newspaper, 
The Daily Free Press, called it “an 
excellent idea and a big step in the 
right direction.”

Three years later, GW made 
national headlines for changes to 
its tuition – but in a very different 
light.

With the recent announcement 
that the annual tuition and required 
fees for the incoming class of 2011 
would be over $50,000, GW was in 
the spotlight once again. Coupled 
with CNNMoney.com listing GW 
as the most expensive college in 
the country, students, faculty and 
the press are beginning to ques-
tion whether fixed-tuition is the 
right plan for GW.

At the Board of Trustees meet-
ing earlier this month, the school’s 

highest-governing body approved 
a 3.8 percent tuition increase to 
$39,210 for the incoming fresh-
men. Coupled with mandatory 
fees, such as food and housing, 
GW became the first major school 
in the country to charge more than 
$50,000.

University President Stephen 
Joel Trachtenberg said attention 
directed at the increase, which 
he said is the lowest percentage 
increase in two decades, is hyped 
up.

“People love a news bit and 
a little headline,” Trachtenberg 
said in a telephone interview 
Wednesday afternoon. “The fact 
of the matter is we’re not alone, 

Once-praised 
plan now raises 
concerns

Disability support on rise
DSS supports 135 
more students 
than in 2004

Students find their roots in February

by Jessica Calefati
Campus News Editor 

In the late 1970s, Black History 
Month was established as an expan-
sion of the 1920s Negro Achievement 
Week in honor of the day Frederick 
Douglas used to mark his birth. 

This year, the Black Student Union 
and other multicultural organizations 
on campus are proposing a new goal 
and a new name for the month of 
February – to find their roots through 
a Black Heritage Celebration. 

This new take on the traditional 
celebration calls on black men and 
women as well as people from all 
other races and ethnicities to first 
reflect on their personal lineage, then 
spread the knowledge they gained.

“There is a principle in multicul-
turalism that says when a person is 
grounded with an understanding of 
his own heritage that that person gets 
the most out of his life experiences,” 

said Michael Tapscott, director of the 
Multicultural Student Service Center.

The BSU, along with the BHC 
committee, has encouraged this 
thinking and organized 15 separate 
events for the month of February 
that are as diverse in their nature as 
in their appeal. Events have included 
a kick-off party, a keynote speaker, a 
multicultural dinner, a mystery din-
ner theater, an art auction and various 
interactive, educational seminars.  

“Many people believe that Black 
History Month is only for black peo-
ple. This year especially, we want to 
break that stereotype by inviting the 
entire GW community to participate,” 
Tapscott said. “It’s not American his-
tory for Americans, and black history 
for black people, its American history 
and black history combined for all 
people.”

About 100 people attended the 
BHC kick-off event on Feb. 1, which  
was advertised as a Flash-Back Party. 
Party-goers dressed in ‘60s, ‘70s, ‘80s 
and ‘90s attire and enjoyed food, 
socializing and dancing.

At another popular event titled 
Taste My World, student groups 
including the Caribbean Student 
Association, the Organization of 
African Students, the Organization 

of Latino American Students and 
the Racially and Ethnically Mixed 
Student Association cooked dinner 
for about 100 people in celebration 
of the various cultures that represent 
the African Diaspora. Taste My World 
took place Feb. 9th.

BHC Co-Chair Nikki Lane, a 
sophomore, said it was difficult to 
plan a diverse schedule of events that 
not only fit this year’s BHC theme of 
finding your roots, but also events 
that appealed to everyone in the GW 
community.

“Attracting a diverse audience 
was one of my main goals coming into 
this position (as co-chair of BHC) ... 
It’s hard to convince people that BHC 
is not just done for (African American 
students), it’s done by us and for oth-
ers,” Lane said.  Graduate School of 
Education and Human Development 
student Tanesha Stewart is the other 
BHC co-chair.

BSU President Shannon Holmes, 
a junior, said budget cuts from 
Student Association funding to the 
BSU, which oversees BHC planning, 
was another hurdle to overcome 
while planning this year’s events.

“It’s important to have these 
types of cultural celebrations. If we 
didn’t have BHC or if the BSU and 

other multicultural student organiza-
tions did not exist, the GW commu-
nity’s cultural awareness would be 
limited,” Holmes said.

Holmes added that BHC is a one-
of-a-kind, month-long series of events 
with educational, social and political 
significance. Few other student orga-
nizations plan series of events that 
require as much planning, organizing 
and scheduling as BHC does, Holmes 
said.

“There is no other organiza-
tion that has a list of programs like 
this because it takes a lot to plan 
BHC. It involves support from the 
Multicultural Student Service Center, 
support from other student organiza-
tions, financial support; it takes all of 
that,” Holmes said, adding the OLAS 
and Re:mix are two student organi-
zations that also plan long series of 
events that celebrate multicultural-
ism.   

In addition to Taste My World, 
BHC’s Keynote Address by wrtier, 
speaker and activist Kevin Powell 
was one of the most popular events 
so far this month. A native of Jersey 
City, N.J., Powell has published six 
books, previously worked for Vibe 

History Month 
becomes Heritage 
Celebration

Alex Ellis/Hatchet photographer
DSS Associate Director Susan McMenamin looks through a file. The 
office now assists 21 percent more students than it did in 2004.
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NEWS ANALYSIS

G
W ’ s most public “se-
cret” society is marking its 10th 
anniversary this spring, accord-
ing to University documents, 

but the founder of the Order of the Hip-
po – University President Stephen Joel 
Trachtenberg – is still mum about the 
organization’s existence.

Administrators, faculty and stu-
dent leaders founded the group in April 
1997 as a “service organization” which 
meets at least two times a year for an an-
nual dinner and the George Washington 
Birthday Bonfire, said senior Justin Nei-
dig, who said he is “closely associated” 
with the Order.

This year’s bonfire, which will take 
place Thursday night in University Yard, 
was advertised in The Hatchet earlier 
this week. The advertisement read “Pres-
ident Stephen Joel Trachtenberg and the 
Order of the Hippo invite you to George 
Washington’s Birthday Bonfire.”

Several documents regarding the 
Order’s first three years were un-
covered in the University Archives. 
Among these documents was a 
speech entitled, “Shattering Some Myths, 

Grounding a New Tradition,” which 
Trachtenberg gave during the Order’s in-
augural meeting. The speech outlined the 
Order’s purpose almost 10 years ago. 

“In short, a school as large and as 
influential as GW is subject to a singu-
lar temptation,” said Trachtenberg in the 
speech. “It’s the temptation to imagine 
that everything has been taken care of, 
that all outstanding questions have been 
answered and that the University knows 
exactly what it is doing and how to go 

by Andrew Ramonas | Senior Staff Writer

GW Order of the Hippo

“Hippos do not share society secrets.”
ROBERT CHERNAK

SENIOR V.P. FOR SASS, CLASS OF ‘97 ORDER OF HIPPO INDUCTEE

Hatchet file photo
Student leaders walk into a suspected 
Order of the Hippo event in May 2005.

See HIPPO, p. 6
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U.S. Sen. Tim Johnson (D-
S.D.) was discharged from GW 
Hospital’s inpatient care center 
Friday after doctors determined 
he was able to move on to the 
next stage of his recovery.

The senator underwent 
brain surgery late Dec. 13 after 
being rushed to GW Hospital 
for experiencing stroke-like 
symptoms. Johnson’s condition 
has been in the public spotlight 
as his health could be the differ-
ence between a Democratic or 
Republican Senate majority.

With Johnson, the Demo-
cratic Party enjoys a two-per-
son advantage in the upper 
house. Had the Senator’s con-

dition worsened, his vacated 
position would have been fi lled 
by South Dakota Gov. Mike 
Round, a Republican. Johnson’s 
replacement by a Republican 
would shift the Senate’s parti-
san balance to an evenly-split 
50-50, with Vice President Dick 
Cheney breaking any tie.

The senator’s medical sta-
tus was updated from “critical” 
to “fair” in early January. In a 
press release Monday, Dr. Philip 
Marion, medical director for the 
Department of Rehabilitative 
Medicine, said an angiogram 
preformed last week found 
Johnson much-improved.

–Kaitlyn Jahrling
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Senate rejects SA plan on 
restructuring

SANOTE

Zeta Phi Beta hosts discussion 
on safe sex

GREEKBRIEF

The Student Association Sen-
ate rejected a resolution calling 
for a new SA constitution Tues-
day night in the Marvin Center. 
The Senate then voted to send 
the bill back to the SA Rules 
Committee for further review. 

The constitution, which was 
proposed by SA President Lamar 
Thorpe, creates a newly struc-
tured legislature that would con-
sist of three councils – fi nance, 
campus life and academic affairs 
– and an ad-hoc rules committee 
that would approve nominees by 
the president and constitutional 
amendments. An executive board 
would oversee the legislature 
and the president’s offi ce but the 
SA Court would not change.

Even though 17 members of 
the Senate voted for the plan, the 
resolution needed a two-thirds 

majority to pass, which was 
not attained, and the legislation 
failed. 

Sen. Robert Platt (CCAS-U), 
who sponsored the bill, said the 
current Senate is an ineffi cient or-
ganization that requires change. 

“I think its disappointing 
that people are willing to basical-
ly have another year of incompe-
tence and ineffective,” said Platt, 
a sophomore. 

Freshman Chloe Lew, who is 
a non-voting senator but spoke 
out in favor of the bill, said the 
Senate’s ineffi ciency could be ac-
complished without a complete 
restructuring. Lew called upon 
fellow senators to work together 
and cooperate, to achieve change 
without a new constitution. 

Sen. Brandon Sherr (CCAS-
G) had similar frustrations with 
Senate meetings that go on for 
more than three hours but do not 
provide all senators with the time 
to speak. However, Sherr said  
the new constitution, which cre-
ates a body with 46 members as 

opposed to the current 29, would 
not fi x the problem. 

“The reason we’re here un-
til midnight, the reason a lot of 
us don’t get to speak is because 
there are a lot of us. The new con-
stitution doesn’t change that,”  
Sherr said. 

Vice-chair of the rules com-
mittee Sen. Kevin Kozlowski 
(ESIA-U) said he is upset that 
the resolution did not pass but 
said that the possible overhaul 
of the SA is an important issue 
that requires senators’ agree-
ment.

He said, “It’s important that 
we have consensus.” 

The material will be recon-
sidered by the Rules Committee 
and then may be referred back 
to the full Senate. When Thorpe 
initially proposed the restructur-
ing last month, his intention was 
to have students vote on the re-
structuring in this year’s general 
election, which is taking place 
until Thursday night. 

 –Sarah Karlin

The Zeta Phi Beta sorority 
hosted Love’s Hangover, their 
annual post-Valentine’s Day 
celebration, last Friday.

The event was held at the 
Alumni House located at F 
and 20th streets and featured 
desserts and “mocktinis,” or 
non-alcoholic drinks. Addition-
ally, this National Pan-Hellenic 
Council sorority conducted a 
safe sex discussion entitled, 
“How crowded is my bed?”

About 15 people attended 
the post-Valentine’s Day event 
and senior Cherelle Kantey, 
president of Zeta Phi Beta, said 
about two thirds of the audience 
were members of the Greek-let-
ter community.

“Everyone had a good 
time,” Kantey said. “(The stu-
dents) had more to say than we 
thought they would.”

The event started three 
years ago when leaders of the 
sorority decided they wanted to 
provide a post-Valentine’s Day 
event for students who may not 
have been as enthusiastic about 
the romantic holiday, Kan-
tey said. In previous years the 
event featured romantic com-
edy movies, but this year the 
sorority decided to make the 
evening more educational.

This year Love’s Hang-
over was part of the sorority’s 
national community outreach 
program, Zetas Helping Other 
People Excel. ZHOPE is a pro-
gram aimed at helping people 
in “mind, body and spirit,” ac-
cording to the chapter’s Web 
site. 

The sex discussion was fo-

cused on the human papillo-
mavirus, since it is a “current 
issue affecting a younger popu-
lation,” Kantey said. Students 
selected cards from a hat that 
contained a fact or myth about 
HPV; then the group discussed 
whether or not they thought the 
card’s information was true. 

Students also discussed 
sexually transmitted infections 
and participated in a simulated 
scenario that illustrated the idea 
that one is fi guratively sleeping 
with more than one person if 
partners have had other pre-
vious sexual partners, Kantey 
said. 

In March, Zeta Phi Beta will 
host various events as part of 
their Finer Womanhood month. 
The sorority’s next event, Love 
Should Not Hurt, a self-defense 
seminar, will take place on 
March 7.

–Marissa Bialecki

Alex Ellis/Hatchet photographer
Junior Jessica Sherwood juggles as she prepares for a class 
competition to see whose egg dropped fastest without breaking.

SNAPSHOT Egg head 

Corrections
In the article “Writing for Daisy Duke,” (Feb. 

20, p. 14) The Hatchet erroneously reported when 
Shane Morris wrote the script of the fi lm. He did 
so in his senior year of college at GW and worked 
with Professor David Alan Grier, not the actor. 

In its endorsement of Andrew Cooper for the 
Student Association’s Executive Vice President 
position (“Andrew Cooper for EVP,” Feb 20, p. 
4), The Hatchet named Cooper as SA President 
Lamar Thorpe’s current vice president of public 
affairs. That was in fact Cooper’s former position 
in the Thorpe administration. 

Senator checks out of hospital 

THURSDAY

Free yoga
Get in on this free class 
and learn the basics of 
yoga. Please bring own 
towel or mat
3 to 4 p.m.
Marvin Center 301
Sponsored by the Health 
Outreach Peer Educators

GW annual birthday 
bonfire
Celebrate George 
Washington’s birthday with 
food and entertainment
6 to 9 p.m.
University Yard (rain 
location Marvin Center 
Continental Ballroom)
Sponsored by the Office 
of University Events

Spring Film Series: 
“Casino Royale”
Catch a free showing of 
this James Bond block-
buster. Valid GWorld 
required. 
Screenings at 7 and 10 
p.m.
Marvin Center Grand 
Ballroom
Sponsored by Program 
Board

SATURDAY

“The Vagina Monologues”
Check out this show 
known across the globe.
7 and 10 p.m.
Jack Morton Auditorium
Sponsored by Health 
Outreach Peer Educators, 
Feminine Majority 
Leadership Alliance
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ADMISSIONS
from p. 1

Virginia all announced plans to 
drop early admission this fall, but 
Napper said GW is not consid-
ering ending the early decision 
option.

Presidents at the schools that 
dropped early decision have said 
it disadvantages low-income stu-
dents because it forces them to 
commit to a school before compar-
ing financial aid offers from other 
universities.

Napper called GW’s admis-
sion of 35 percent of the fresh-
man class through early decision 
“a very reasonable percentage for 
a school of our size.”

Robert Chernak, senior 
vice president for Student and 
Academic Support Services, said 
because there are fewer early deci-
sion applicants compared to regular 
decision they have a better chance 
of being admitted.  Chernak, who 
oversees the Admissions depart-
ment, said there is not usually a 
major difference between early 
and regular decision applicants 
in terms of SAT scores and class 
rank.  

The drop in students accepted 
through early decision will help 
contribute to a planned overall 
decrease in the size of the fresh-
man class.  Next year’s freshman 
class is set to be 100 students small-
er than the class of 2010 to satisfy 
housing constraints and Campus 
Plan enrollment caps.

Executive Vice President for 
Academic Affairs Donald Lehman 
said the planned decrease is a result 
of underestimates of how many 
students would enroll for the 2006-
2007 academic year. He said 100 
more freshmen and 100 more con-
tinuing students are enrolled this 
year than was projected.

“This isn’t a precise science, 
and last year we had more than 
anticipated,” he said.  “If the num-
ber (of new freshmen) comes in 
between 2,350 to 2,400, we’ll be 
right on target.”

Napper said SAT scores and 
class rank of the incoming class are 
expected to be similar to this year’s 
statistics.  She said they expect 
to maintain last year’s acceptance 
rate of 37 percent. n

Theft investigation upsets Greek leaders

by Allison Sylvetsky
Hatchet Staff Writer 

Although there have been 
some leads in the investigation 
into the 21 thefts in Townhouse 
Row over winter break, fra-
ternity and sorority members 
with stolen property say they 
are frustrated at the pace of the 
investigation.

Upon returning to GW in 
January, members of Kappa 
Kappa Gamma, Sigma Phi 
Epsilon, Delta Gamma and 
Alpha Phi reportedly found their 
previously locked doors wide 
open with expensive property 
missing. Since the incidents, the 
affected Greek–letter organiza-

tions and the University Police 
Department have been working 
to determine who is responsible 
for the thefts. Progress has been 
too slow, fraternity and sorority 
leaders said.

UPD Chief Dolores Stafford 
said her staff is following up 
on tips last month from sourc-
es other than Townhouse Row 
residents.

“We are attempting to work 
on all of the leads that have 
developed,” Stafford said.

She added that various 
property have not been discov-
ered through their serial num-
bers or other means.

Many students are disap-
pointed in the lack of a reso-
lution in the case, said Delta 
Gamma President Emily O’Neil. 
She said members feel uneasy 
knowing a similar incident 
could happen again.

“Upon leaving for break, we 
took all the necessary precau-
tions to secure the house, and in 
the aftermath,” O’Neil said, “it 

is hard to truly feel safe in the 
rooms that we live in.”

Other Greek-letter organi-
zations are frustrated with the  
progress as well. Although it’s 
been more than a 
month since the 
incidents were 
first reported, 
Sigma Phi Epsilon 
President Robert 
Grant said vic-
timized members 
of his fraternity 
are still just as 
outraged as they 
were when they 
first discovered 
the thefts.

“No one in 
Sigma Phi Epsilon 
has forgotten 
about the inci-
dent,” Grant said. 
“I was hopeful about being 
reimbursed, but seeing that I 
have not heard from anyone in 
almost a month, I assume the 
option no longer exists.”

Students living in University-
owned property have to sign 
a license agreement that states 
GW does not have to reimburse 
residents for stolen belongings. 

The contract can 
either be signed 
by hand or dig-
itally when a 
housing assign-
ment is selected 
online.

“(A) stu-
dent agrees 
that, whether or 
not due to the 
negligence of 
the University, 
the University 
shall not be 
responsible for 
any property 
of the student, 
which may be 

lost, damaged, or stolen,” the 
license agreement states. “All 
property of the student shall be 
within the licensed premises at 
the student’s own risk.”

Some members of Sigma 
Phi Epsilon have hired lawyers, 
Grant added. Other Greek-letter 
leaders said several individu-
als are working with personal 
insurance companies for com-
pensation for the stolen items.

Grant said that with lit-
tle word from UPD in recent 
weeks, student confidence in 
University efforts to achieve 
success continues to decline. 
Despite the frustration, the 
organizations affected continue 
to work with the University in 
an effort to reclaim their belong-
ings and prevent future thefts, 
leaders said. 

Alpha Phi President Julia T. 
King said the Townhouse Row 
community is not going to give 
up on fixing the safety problems 
that have surfaced because of 
the thefts.

Said King: “We are deter-
mined as always to work with 
the university and MPD to keep 
our things and above all, our-
selves safe.”  n

“(I)t is hard to truly 
feel safe in the 

rooms that we live 
in.” 

EMILY O’NEIL
DELTA GAMMA PRESIDENT

UPD working to 
solve Townhouse 
Row robberies

EARLY DECISION

Total accepted: 830

Total applied: 1,500

Acceptance rate: 55.33 percent 



Somewhere in the Marvin 
Center tonight, there will 
be some disappointed 

Colonials.
When the Joint Elections 

Committee releases results of this 
year’s Student Associations elec-
tions, there will be those 
candidates who wished 
they had not blown off that 
random endorsement hear-
ing. Others will regret not 
coughing up an extra $50 
for color campaign buttons 
instead of measly mono-
chrome ones. Some are 
going to be convinced they 
joined the wrong slate and 
chances are there will be 
folks regretting ever get-
ting into the whole thing. 

They’ll be saying to themselves, 
“If I’m not in the SA, how will 
I ever make a difference on this 
campus?” Well, I’m here to ensure 
those (soon to be) former candi-
dates; there is no need to be so 
fatalistic. Believe it or not, you’re 
better off making a real difference 
outside of the SA. 

For years, the SA has combated 
the image of college students play-
ing dress-up and pretending to 
be politicos, making deals all in 

preparation for a career in politics. 
Much of this image derives from 
the inability of this organization to 
make a true impact on campus.

Before people jump to remind 
me of condoms in freshman resi-
dence halls and a free bus to Dulles 

airport, understand that 
I’m not saying the SA is 
incapable of doing any-
thing of consequence. Two 
years ago, SA President 
Omar Woodard helped 
secure funds to restore sev-
eral dorms and this year, 
President Lamar Thorpe 
has helped to promote the 
20-year Campus Plan to 
the GW community. Still, 
to say that the SA needs 
to be the be-all, end-all of 

student life on this campus shows 
a naïve frame of mind.

So, to the losers among us 
tonight, take a step back. Breathe 
a little and realize there are other 
ways to improve life on campus 
outside of the SA. 

Take Green GW, created this 
year by a group of students with 
no connection to the SA, which has 
worked to transform the way peo-
ple view the environment on cam-
pus. By getting students to pledge 

to make small adjustments in their 
daily lives, Green GW has helped 
to promote a sustainable way of 
life on campus. This activism can 
bring GW to the forefront of envi-
ronmentally friendly campuses. 
But Green GW wasn’t an SA initia-
tive or pet project. Independent 
students stood up and made it a 
point to improve eco-friendliness 
on campus.

Perhaps the single greatest 
movement on campus has been 
the Colonial Army, another group 
founded outside the auspices of 
the SA. Say all you want about GW 
basketball not performing as well 
this season compared to last, but 
know that no group has been able 
to harness the success of the team 
in the past years the way Colonial 
Army has. This organization has 
been instrumental in creating a 
cohesive group of students that 
has put GW on the map for one 
of Division I’s rowdiest student 
sections. 

Obviously, the SA has played 
a role in the success of Green GW, 
Colonial Army and all other student 
orgs that take funds. To the losers: 
don’t be upset that you didn’t win, 
be glad that you have the chance 
to create the new great thing on 

campus and take money from the 
SA. Buzzing for Change, another 
influential student group on cam-
pus, doesn’t raise lots of money for 
kids with cancer because the SA 
told them to. Rather, the SA funds 
Buzzing for Change because it is a 
worthwhile project on campus that 
deserves funding.

It seems as if not being sub-
jected to nights of Roberts Rules of 
Order in the Marvin Center might  
end up as a blessing in disguise. 
The chance to make real change 
on campus lies with the students 
of GW. Some will end up making 
their mark in the SA and oth-
ers will do it supporting a cause 
important to them outside of our 
hallowed student government.

So, candidates, don’t sweat 
those campaign buttons you didn’t 
get. Chances are they would have 
just ended up in a trash bin some-
where in Foggy Bottom. As for that 
endorsement hearing you skipped, 
erase it from your mind. Heck, 
if anything, next year when you 
start GW’s hottest new student 
org, you’ll be the one doing the 
endorsing. That doesn’t sound so 
bad either.

–The writer, a junior majoring in 
geography, is a Hatchet columnist.

opinions
Gabriel Okolski – Opinions Editor (gokolski@gwhatchet.com)
Kyle Spector – Senior Opinions Editor (kspector@gwhatchet.com)
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editorial
“ QUOTABLE

“Even as the Hippo’s snout points heavenward with such verve and good will, so let the 
Order help GW to reach its own destined point amid the constellations.”

–University President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg, in a 1997 speech to the 
first class of GW’s “secret” society, the Order of the Hippo.

SAM 
SALKIN
COLUMNIST

In his plea to the Faculty Senate urging 
them to reconsider its recommendation to re-
ject a four-credit, four-class structure, Execu-
tive Vice President of Academic Affairs Donald 
Lehman reiterated that the nuances of the plan 
can be changed in the future after the concept 
is approved.

This comment embodies the reasons behind 
administrators’ battle with faculty over four-
by-four, culminating in the Faculty Senate’s 
rejection of the proposal last week. Instead of 
approaching this group of educators with a 
concrete plan, officials have instead pushed 
a vague proposal with a promise of success 
based on only a few specifics. Furthermore, 
many professors believe that administrators 
are only out to save money by reducing the 
number of overall classes. It is now time for the 
proponents of four-by-four to rebuild faculty 
support with a specific plan backed by concrete 
justifications if the proposal is to survive.

In previous editorials, this page essentially 
predicted faculty rejection of the proposal. In 
the fall, professors began expressing uncer-
tainty over the specifics in the four-by-four 
plan and its supposed benefits. As adminis-
trators failed to solidify their proposal or give 
faculty members more compelling reasons for 
its adoption, rejection by the Faculty Senate be-
came inevitable.

Administrators have been wasting their 
time by continually pushing the same idea that 
originally received a lukewarm response. Tech-
nically, GW can move forward with a four-by-
four plan lacking faculty support; however, 
such a course would do severe damage to fac-
ulty-administration relations and the overall 
quality of this institution.

It is understandable that there will be some 
natural reluctance to change with such a revo-
lutionary policy on the table. The fact that a 
four-class academic system has failed to gain 
professors’ approval twice in the past, howev-
er, shows that the Faculty Senate’s response is 
much more than expected friction. 

If GW’s administration is to succeed where 
it failed in the past, then there must be a clear 
justification as to why this system is essential 
to GW. Four-by-four now faces an uphill battle, 
and it will be difficult to bring the faculty on 
board.

At a time of high tuition and an upcom-
ing leadership shift, some professors’ percep-
tion that GW is seeking to enact four-by-four 
to merely save money is perhaps the largest 
hindrance to its implementation. This belief 
puts an onus on academic planners to create a 
descriptive plan with clearly articulated argu-
ments about why GW needs four-by-four right 
now.

Most importantly, this shift would require 
the support of a majority of the faculty. Just as 
was recommended in previous editorials, ad-
ministrators must build a coalition of support 
based on a well-developed plan that leaves 
little to the imagination. GW’s leadership may 
want a flexible proposal that can be developed 
later; however, this approach will make it near-
ly impossible to court a body of professors that 
is already not in support of the plan.

The prospects for four-by-four’s success are 
not dead, but they are in severe jeopardy. If the 
supporters of this initiative want to see it come 
to fruition, they must go back to the drawing 
board in thinking how they will market and 
rationalize this proposal. With so many other 
pressing issues, GW faculty may once again re-
buff four-by-four unless it sees a true need for 
this major change.

Save 4x4 before it’s 
too late

Ode to the loser

V-day does stand for more than 
just vaginas

In her column, Meredith 
Jessup argued that V-day 
celebrations involving “The Vagina 
Monologues” and a giant papier-
mâché vagina denigrates women’s 
accomplishments (“V-day should 
stand for more than just vaginas,” 
Feb. 12, p. 4). V-day is a global 
movement that aims to end violence 
against females everywhere. Thus 
V-day is not about “just vaginas.” 

V-day is about violence against 
vaginas. It aims to generate 
awareness about sexual violence, 
including rape, battery, incest, 
female genital mutilation and 
sexual slavery. “The Vagina 
Monologues,” a fact-based series 

of spoken monologues taken from 
interviews, is an integral part 
of raising this awareness. Some 
of the monologues make people 
uncomfortable – some of them 
make me uncomfortable. 

“The Vagina Monologues” 
do not “debase and degrade” 
women nor “reduces females down 
to their reproductive organs.” 
Rather, these monologues serve 
to fight against negative body 
image and encourage self-esteem 
through women embracing their 
whole bodies and spirited selves, 
not just their vaginas. How this 
doesn’t “celebrate the strength and 
integrity” and foster “respect and 
honor” for women is unclear to 
me. 

As for Joan, the papier-mâché 
vagina? It’s publicity for the play 
with a dash of humor. Apparently, 
it’s working.

–Brianne Bruce
Sophomore

Allow computers all over Gelman
The ban on laptops in certain 

significant parts of the Gelman 
Library has got to go. It is arbitrary 
and doesn’t make sense, unless 
you also want to ban cell phones 
(vibrating phones set on silent still 
makes noise), sneezing, flipping 
text book pages, opening bags and 
shoes that are not rubber soled in 
those same areas. 

Most importantly, this policy 
just spoils a small group of 

students and doesn’t prepare 
them for the working world. You 
cannot suggest to co-workers in 
your office that they are typing 
too loudly in their cubicle, or that 
you weren’t able to complete your 
marketing research because the 
keyboard was distracting.

A computer is a vital part of 
almost every profession, and for 
a student, it’s often a necessity. 
Banning laptops from some floors, 
when there is already a shortage 
of electricity outlets, is a terrible 
policy. A library is not a University-
sponsored and -policed sanctuary 
or yoga room – it is a place to do 
work.

–Sean Murphy
Graduate student

letters to the editor

Perhaps a failed quest for SA office can lead to something better

Deadlines for submissions are 
Friday 5 p.m. for Monday issues and 
Tuesday 5 p.m. for Thursday issues. 
They must include the author’s name, 
title, year in school and telephone 
number. The GW Hatchet does not 
guarantee publication of any sub-
missions and reserves the right to 
edit all submissions for space, gram-
mar and clarity. Electronic submis-
sions are preferred.

The GW Hatchet
Opinions Editor
2140 G St. N.W.

Washington, DC 20052
letters@gwhatchet.com
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Liquor Law Violation

2/18/07 – Kogan Plaza – 3:04 
a.m. – case closed
A University Police officer ob-
served a male student stumbling 
through Kogan Plaza supported 
by a male friend. Both students 
were underage, and the first said 
he had been drinking. The sec-
ond student said he had not been 
drinking, and both were given 
field sobriety tests. EMeRG was 
contacted, and the drunk subject 
was transported to GW Hospital 
for further medical attention.

–Referred to Student Judicial 
Services

2/17/07 – Thurston Hall – 
2:04 a.m. – case closed
UPD responded to an anony-
mous noise complaint. Officers 
knocked on the door, and an oc-
cupant answered. A beer pong 
table was visible as well as large 
quantities of alcohol. All five sub-
jects were identified and all were 
underage. The alcohol was dis-
posed of on-scene.

–Referred to SJS

2/16/07 – 2300 block of H 

Street – 12:46 a.m. – case 
closed
A UPD officer was leaving a build-
ing and observed a female stu-
dent exit a cab and fall on the side 
of her face. The officer accompa-
nied her into the building’s lobby 
and contacted EMeRG. D.C. Fire 
and EMS responded and took the 
underage subject to GW Hospital 
for further medical attention.

–Referred to SJS

02/16/07 – New Hall – 12:45 
a.m. – case closed
UPD responded to a noise com-
plaint and found 19 subjects in 
the offending room. Alcohol was 
being consumed, and all sub-
jects were underage. Two sub-
jects were not students and were 
barred from campus.
–Subjects barred from campus

Harassment

2/17/07 – Ivory Tower – 1:24 
a.m. – open case
A complainant reported that he 
has been receiving harassing 
phone calls from two classmates.

–Open case

Drug Law Violation

2/14/07 – New Hall – 2:30 

a.m. – case closed
UPD responded to a noise com-
plaint for loud music. The officers 
found the room and knocked 
on the door. When no one an-
swered, officers keyed into the 
room. They observed a suspi-
cious odor coming from an ad-
joining suite. The officers found 
four underage students sitting 
in the room with drug parapher-
nalia, such as pipes and rolling 
paper, in plain view. Alcohol was 
also found.

– Referred to SJS

2/13/07 – Thurston Hall – 
10:00 p.m. – case closed
A UPD officer was on patrol and 
smelled a suspicious odor com-
ing from within a room. The officer 
knocked on the door and asked 
the occupants to step into the 
hallway. There were three stu-
dents in the room, one of whom 
lived there. The officer contacted 
the community director who con-
ducted an administrative search. 
The community director found 
drug paraphernalia and fraudu-
lent IDs. The drug paraphernalia 
tested positive for traces of mari-
juana.

– Referred to SJS

–compiled by Ashley Roberts

CRIMELOG



(the Order) take the form of a 
deliberately critical honors so-
ciety, dedicated to spotting the 
missing pieces of the University 
portfolio.”

In an interview with The 
Hatchet, Trachtenberg said the 
documents, including a certificate 
of his membership with his signa-
ture on it, are false.

“The world is full of spurious 
documents,” Trachtenberg said. 
“People use pen machines these 
days. There can be forged docu-
ments.”

Despite Trachtenberg’s denial 
of the Order, Neidig said it is a 
philanthropic organization at its 
core. 

For example, he said the or-
ganization is responsible for such 
projects as installing a telescope 
on the 1957 E Street terrace and 
displaying art in the classrooms. 
In addition, the members are ac-
tive promoters of student and 
University functions. 

“The Order is designed to 
benefit the University through dif-
ferent ways,” Neidig said. “We do 

a significant service project each 
year.”

When it was founded, GW 
administrators, staff and students 
were among its members, accord-
ing to University documents. The 
founding members included Se-
nior Vice President for Student 
and Academic Support Services 
Robert Chernak, Vice President for 
Communications Michael Freed-
man, Facilities Planning Director 
Michelle Honey, Executive Vice 
President and Treasurer Lou Katz, 
University Art Galleries Director 
Lenore Miller, Lisner Auditorium 
Director Rosanna Ruscetti and 14 
student organization leaders, ac-
cording to the documents.

When asked about the Order 
Chernak said, “Hippos do not 
share society secrets.”

During his speech at the found-
ing meeting, Trachtenberg said 
that members of the Order should 
“only let a dozen or so members of 
the junior class become aware that 
they will be members of it in their 
senior year.”

In 2005, several of the Order’s 
members were revealed when 
Student Judicial Services charged 
12 members for violations in the 
Student Code of Conduct for par-
ticipating in hazing and underage 

drinking after several members of 
the administration-sponsored “se-
cret” society were seen on campus 
with blindfolds on their eyes and 
mud or face paint on their bodies. 
The Code of Conduct defines haz-
ing as “Any action taken or situa-
tion created intentionally, with or 
without consent, whether on or 
off campus, to produce mental or 
physical discomfort, embarrass-
ment, harassment or ridicule.”

At that time, The Hatchet re-
ported that the Order included 
several students with Student As-

sociation ties including seniors Jeff 
Goodman, Joint Elections Com-
mittee inspector, and Josh Lasky, 
current SA executive vice presi-
dent.

However, little else is known 
regarding the current class of the 
Order.

“Membership is secret,” Nei-
dig said. “(However) no individu-
al is entitled to membership based 
upon arbitrary titles or campus 
involvement.”

Neidig refused to comment on 
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by Andrew Ramonas
Senior Staff Writer

As students go to the polls 
Thursday, they will have fewer un-
dergraduate Student Association 
Senate and presidential candidates 
to choose among – the lowest in at 
least four years, according to SA 
records.

This year’s Senate election fea-
tures almost half as many candi-
dates running for the Senate. In to-
tal, 26 undergraduate students are 
running for the body, which is the 
lowest number of candidates since 
2003. Last year 48 students ran 
for Senate. The presidential race 
includes five candidates, which is 
the lowest it has been since 2002, 
when only three students ran for 
president. Last year, eight students 
ran. 

Members of the Senate point 
to the successful year and lack of 
scandal and negative attitudes to-
wards the organization as being a 
reason for the decrease. 

“One of the reasons that there 
isn’t a lot of candidates running 
this year is because there isn’t con-
troversy,” said SA Executive Vice 
President Josh Lasky, a senior. “We 
have done okay this year, so people 
are apathetic.”

In years past, the SA signi-
fied scandal for some students. 
Examples include 2004-2005 SA 
President Omar Woodard’s $7,000 
expenditure of SA funds at upscale 
restaurants to last year’s President 
Audai Shakour’s sexual harass-
ment and sexual assault allega-
tions from a student.

SA Sen. Marc Abanto (U-At 
Large), who has served in the Sen-
ate for two years, said that many of 
the candidates who ran in the past 
were running in an effort to fix the 
corruption of the SA.

“What has driven people to 
run in the past is a disconnect in 
the SA,” said Abanto, a junior, who 
is running for president this year. 
“It isn’t there this year. In the past 
years, the race brought in a lot of 
people who were not happy with 
the SA.”

Many of the candidates who 
ran last year were on slates and 
attempted to have at least one can-
didate running for each seat avail-
able in the SA. The 2006 election in-
cluded three slates, which was an 
increase from one slate in the 2005 
election.

 This year there are only two 
slates with presidential candidates 
– Marc Abanto’s “the Student 
Union” and presidential candidate 

Michael Ray Huerta’s “Students 
for Progress.”

Although most students run-
ning for seats on the Senate this 
year are members of slates – which 
includes a presidential candidate 
along with candidates for Senate 
seats – only Abanto’s slate has can-
didates for all of the undergradu-
ate senate seats.

“I think the slates last year in-
flated the number,” said Senator 
Chris Rotella (CCAS-U), a junior, 
who is running for EVP this year 
with the “Students for Progress” 
slate. “In addition, everything was 
very rushed this year. I believe that 
people who may have wanted to 
run didn’t have enough time to 
prepare.”

Last year, the general election 
took place at the end of March, al-
most a month later than this year’s 
election.

Despite a smaller pool of un-
dergraduate candidates this year, 
it is not the lowest number of stu-
dents to run for seats in the SA.

The 2002 election featured the 
lowest number of candidates run-
ning for seats in the Senate elec-
tions between 1998 and 2007.

Only nine of the 30 existing 
senators ran for reelection in the 
race, according to a February 2002 
Hatchet report.

The Hatchet reported that 
many of the candidates who did 
not run for reelection were dissat-
isfied with the lack of progress in 
the SA. 

SA Sen. Robert Platt (CCAS-
U), who sponsored the failed bill 
for the new SA constitution and SA 
restructuring, echoed similar senti-
ments.

“This is an indication there is 
an extreme apathy in this organiza-
tion,” said Platt, a sophomore, dur-
ing the Senate meeting on Tuesday. 
“There is very little interest in the 
Senate. Changes are needed.”

Data is based on information 
from the JEC from 1998 to 2007. 
The number of undergraduate 
Senate and presidential candidates 
studied was found by counting 
the number of candidates listed on 
the election ballots for those years. 
This total does not include write-in 
candidates. 

In addition, undergradu-
ate students who ran for seats 
as School of Business and Public 
Management senators from 1998 
to 2005 were counted as School 
of Business candidates when the 
graduate School of Public Manage-
ment split from the School of Busi-
ness in 2005. n

Fewer students 
run in elections

Alex Ellis/Hatchet photographer
Sophmore Lauren O’Donoghue casts her vote at the Marvin 
Center computer lab Wednesday afternoon.

HIPPO
from p. 1

the initiation of new members, but 
insisted that any initiation is “done 
in accordance (with) University 
guidelines” and occurs during the 
spring.

In 2005, The Hatchet reported 
that new members received an in-
vitation to come to a meeting on 
the second floor of the School of 
Media and Public Affairs building 
in April, which was followed by a 
reception at the University Club. 
At the Order’s suspected meeting 
that year, Trachtenberg, Freedman, 
Goodman, Lasky and Neidig were 
all seen in formal attire, but denied 
the event was related to the orga-
nization. 

Besides the University Ar-
chives documents and a Univer-
sity e-mail account, hippo@gwu.
edu, which is linked to the group, 
there is little evidence of the Or-
der’s existence.

To close his 1997 speech, 
Trachtenberg offered guiding ad-
vice to the inaugural class and 
hope for the organization’s contin-
ued existence, secret or not.

“Let the Order of the Hip-
po serve as a booster-rocket for 
its continued glorious ascent,” 
Trachtenberg said. “Even as the 
Hippo’s snout points heavenward 
with such verve and good will, so 
let the Order help GW to reach its 
own destine point amid the con-
stellations.”

“SPURIOUS” SIGNATURE?
While President Trachtenberg doubts the authenticity of the 
Order of the Hippo documents obtained by The Hatchet, the 
signature in an Order invitation (top) is nearly identical to his 
signature in an official letter to the class of 2003 (below).
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“Reno” still 
the same 
good stuff 

Billy Bob Thornton doesn’t try to murder another astronaut

“The Astronaut Farmer”: a 
ray of light in trying times 

Courtesy of Warner Brothers Pictures
Ever picture Billy Bob Thornton as a clean-cut good guy? Thornton’s character Charlie Farmer, a former 
astronaut, fi ghts government bureaucracy in an effort to achieve his dreams in “The Astronaut Farmer.”
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Spend it on Metro fare and head 
to College Park on Friday for “Ali: 
Tbe Myth, The Man, The People’s 
Champ.” At a time when certain ath-
letes are reminding us how destructive 
they can be (*cough* Tim Hardaway 
*cough*), Vincent Cook’s free one-
man show might serve as a reminder 
that the bully pulpit offered by super-
stardom can sometimes be used for 
good. n

On Wednesday, check out what’s rot-
ting beneath the whited sepulcher of 
American suburbia at the last night of 
“The Grass Ain’t Greener” film series 
at the National Building Mueseum at 
401 F St., N.W. Previous screenings 
have been of “American Beauty” and 
“Safe,” and tonight wraps it all up 
with “Poltergeist,” where the ghosts 
that haunt the picket fences are quite 
real. n

Check out Synetic Theatre’s produc-
tion of Shakespeare’s “Macbeth,” 
on from Thursday to Sunday at the 
Rosslyn Spectrum Theatre at 1611 N. 
Kent St. in Arlington, Va., (two blocks 
from the Rosslyn Metro station). The 
twist on this particular rendition of 
the play is that it is silent. Founders 
Paata and Irina Tsikurishvili tend to 
be idiosyncratic and very physical, so 
prepare for a visual extravaganza. n by Jeff rey 

Parker

If you have $5 If you have $10 If you have $20

BAR
El Paraiso
1916 14th St. N.W.

It was past midnight and we were huddled outside the 
Black Cat, cursing it loudly and shivering violently as we 
waited our turn in line. I served as human shield from the 
bouncer, leaning casually against the brick wall as three of 
my friends stood behind to upend beers into their mouths. 
I served as designated apologizer as they screamed obscen-
ities at people they watched take a cigarette and then flit 
back inside without waiting. I was also cold as hell, the feel-
ing gone from my feet and my knees threatening to buckle 
out from under me.

We realized we had been waiting in the heart of hipster 
D.C. for four people to leave a free, body-heated dance 
night dedicated to awesomely bad music. We were never 
getting in.

We bailed and stalked an ice-slick 14th Street for some-
place indoors that sold booze. A bright neon sign in the 
shape of a margarita across the street shone out to us like 
a beacon of hope, so we skidded across the crosswalk and 
hurried inside.

We found ourselves inside El Paraiso, a restaurant-bar 
that bills itself as a Mexican-Salvadorian spot. We got in, 
defrosted, devoured the free chips and salsa, then ordered 
a pitcher – giant, and $25 – of margaritas and an “appetizer 
sampler” of chicken wings, jalapeno poppers and mozza-
rella sticks. My friend called the pair “tequila juice” with a 
“ballpark sampler.” They were delicious.

“Telenovelas” played silently from the room’s corners 
as off-toned karaoke and colored lights spilled in from a 
side room. The singing was less embarrassing than most of 
what my friends were saying – a mixture of poorly articu-
lated ethnic commentary and slurred remarks on the supe-
riority of New Wave and the inferiority of the Black Cat. 
Everyone else in the restaurant was sipping beers, watch-
ing TV and eating soups layered with steak and shrimp. 
My friends were living an angry, drunken haze – the result 
of hours of pre-gaming for a game that never started.

“Why didn’t you order Hispanic food?” one friend 
said, too loudly. Then, wildly, “What!? Can’t I call it 
Hispanic food? What’s wrong with that! Is something 
wrong with calling it Hispanic food now!?”

Later, to our Polish friend, he said: “I can’t believe your 
mom wouldn’t give me her recipe for goulash.”

“You don’t know anything about the Gulag,” the 
Polish kid shot back. “Don’t you talk about the Gulag. My 
relatives went through that. It was horrific.”

At one point, he held my shoulder with his left hand, 
ate a chicken wing with his right, and maneuvered his 
elbow to rub the shoulder of the girl next to him. For that 
night and that night only, he called us his “babies.” The 
cop who kept peering over at us from the next table would 
have agreed that we needed a babysitter.

We plowed through the appetizers and poured the 
pitcher like there was a hole in the bottom – partly to 
distract from the cold, partly because we knew we ought 
to get the hell out of there. I bet El Paraiso is a great place 
to stop in for some Hispanic food and a casual drink; it’s 
probably not the best place to storm in for the pitcher that 
will push you over the line and into end-of-the-night pass-
out drunk. The bare-minimum tip and the crashed bottle 
of Tabasco sauce we left in our wake means we’re probably 
not welcome back for either. I blame the hipsters. n

Bar Belle Rating

belle

by Andrew Siddons
Hatchet Staff Writer

A few weeks ago, NASA made 
a lot of news headlines, not by the 
virtue of any successes that these 
days are few and far between at 
the space agency, but because Lisa 
Nowak, a former astronaut, went 
crazy and tried to kidnap another 
pilot in a crime of passion. “The 
Astonaut Farmer” is the first space 
movie released since then, and not 
only does it stand to capitalize from 
the astronaut-love-triangle-attempt-
ed-murder scandal, but it will likely 
help our countries healing process 
as well.  

The scandal added another layer 
of dirt to NASA’s already tarnished 
record. Not only is the shuttle pro-
gram a deadly money pit, but its 
astronauts are insane killing machines 
who will drive 13 hours wearing 
diapers. Unfortunately for NASA, 
while “The Astronaut Farmer,” might 
become a minor feel-good hit, its 
main character is also sort of crazy. 

Billy Bob Thornton (“Bad News 
Bears,” “Bad Santa”) takes a vaca-
tion from his typical foul-mouthed 
drunken profligates and plays Charlie 
Farmer, a former astronaut turned 
family man after the inheritance of 
his family farm forced his retirement 
from the space agency. Not one to 
give up on his dreams, Farmer puts 
his engineering degree to good use 
and starts building a rocket ship in 
his barn. 

He’s got the support of his wife 
(Virginia Madsen, “Sideways”), fam-
ily and his hometown, and even 
becomes a media darling once the 
national news catches on. He’s got 
the whole country rallying around 
him, and then the government comes 
in and stomps all over his dreams. 

It all goes wrong when Farmer 
tries to buy enough rocket fuel to, 
well, launch a rocket, and the Feds 
aren’t thrilled. All sorts of people from 
all sorts of agencies come and try to 
boss the little guy around – perhaps 
jealous that one guy could launch 
himself into orbit with little more 

than elbow grease, while NASA’s $1 
billion budget goes toward launching 
decrepit shuttles and training psy-
cho-killers. 

On its surface, “The Astronaut 
Farmer,” is about chasing your 
dreams in spite of adversity. But its 
subterranean thesis is that the gov-
ernment, and government-funded 
regulatory agencies, totally suck. 

It’s rare to see such a family 
friendly film that carries such mes-
sages (and stars Billy Bob Thornton). 
“The Astronaut Farmer,” is very well 
done and makes its point without 
being ham-handed. Thornton is con-
flicted, ambitious and slightly crazy 
– I mean, he tries to launch a rocket 
from his backyard and his 15 year-
old son runs mission control – but he 
pulls off a patriarch admirably. There 
are welcomed cameos from Tim 
Blake Nelson (“O Brother, Where Art 
Thou?”) J.K. Simmons (“Spiderman”) 
and Bruce Willis. 

It’s not “The Right Stuff,” but 
then again, NASA’s best days are far 
behind it. n

by John Shortino
Hatchet Reporter

Lieutenant Jim Dangle (Thomas 
Lennon) is honest when it comes 
to the abilities of the Reno Sheriff’s 
Department: “You know,” Lennon 
says in an interview with The 
Hatchet in which he and the other 
cast members stayed in character, 
“When you’re not very good at 
your job, you can set your bar pretty 
low. It’s easy to feel good when your 
best day is only three percent better 
than your worst.” This can’t-do atti-
tude is the backbone of “Reno 911!” 
on Comedy Central, and seems to 
be the prevailing theme of the new 
film “Reno 911: Miami.” 

The film, which is more or less 
an extended episode of the televi-
sion show, manages to hit consistent 
comedic highs, thanks mostly to the 
skill with which its actors play com-
pletely inept cops patrolling Miami.

Early in the interview, Lennon 
places a pistol on the table of the 
hotel room. “Don’t worry about it,” 
he says. “This is a continuation of 
one of the film’s most frequent gags; 
if this interview were the film, I 
would be accidentally shot with-
in seconds.” The total body count 
– “about a baker’s dozen,” accord-
ing to Deputy Travis Junior (Ben 
Garant) – is just one example of the 
cruel humor of “Reno 911: Miami,” 
in which people and animals are 
maimed with equal aplomb. 

Like many “mockumentaries,” 
“Reno” runs into trouble with a lack 
of a coherent plot due to the impro-
visational nature of the movie. Still, 
“Reno 911: Miami” is a crude film, 
described by its own characters as 
a “boob and fart parade,” in which 
a whale’s carcass is obliterated and 
every member of the cast is seen 
simultaneously masturbating. 

For fans of the show, “Reno 
911!” is a great hour and a half 
with the characters we’ve come 
to know and love; the ensemble 
cast play off one another as well 
as they do on the show, and the 
film doesn’t contain any awkward 
scripted moments – even when it 
pauses to develop the plot, there is 
a sense that they are making it up 
as they go along. No one should go 
into the movie expecting anything 
different than the normal antics 
of the show, and we are given a 
chance to see the cast at their best, 
which for Dangle, happens to be in 
short-shorts. n



the initiation of new members, 
but insisted that any initiation 
is “done in accordance (with) 
University guidelines” and oc-
curs during the spring.

In 2005, The Hatchet re-
ported that new members re-
ceived an invitation to come to 
a meeting on the second floor of 
the School of Media and Public 
Affairs building in April, which 
was followed by a reception 
at the University Club. At the 
Order’s suspected meeting that 
year, Trachtenberg, Freedman, 
Goodman, Lasky and Neidig 

were all seen in formal attire, 
but denied the event was relat-
ed to the organization. 

Besides the University 

Archives documents and a 
University e-mail account, 
hippo@gwu.edu, which is 
linked to the group, there is 
little evidence of the Order’s 
existence.

To close his 1997 speech, 
Trachtenberg offered guiding 
advice to the inaugural class 
and hope for the organization’s 
continued existence, secret or 
not.

“Let the Order of the Hippo 
serve as a booster-rocket for 
its continued glorious ascent,” 
Trachtenberg said. “Even as the 
Hippo’s snout points heaven-
ward with such verve and good 
will, so let the Order help GW 
to reach its own destine point 
amid the constellations.” n
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Budapest 
Minorities and Gypsies 
May 25—June 23, 2007 
6 credits in SOCI 395, SOCI 421  
or CONF

Cambridge  
International Summer School 
Session I: July 8—July 28, 2007  
(London Week: July 28– Aug. 3) 
Session II: July 29—Aug 18, 2007 
(London Week: Aug .18—Aug. 28) 
6 credits in ARTH, ENGL or HIST 

China 
Silk Road 
May 25—June 24, 2007 
6 credits in ARTH 101, ARTH 303,  
ARTH 384, ARTH 386, ARTH 399,  
or HIST 398 

Egypt
Issues in Geography
May 29—June 12, 2007 
3 credits in GEOG 333 or GEOG 533 

Egypt & Tunisia  
Metropolis to Medina 
May 23—June 21, 2007 
6 credits in ARTH 319, 
ARTH 599, HIST 387 or HIST 796

France & Italy 
Mediterranean Business Practices 
Dates TBD 
6 credits in DMIS 499, FNAN 499, 
MGMT 461/499, MKTG 499 or MSOM 
305 

Greece
Multicultural Perspectives in  
Health Psychology 
May 31—June 15, 2007 
3 credits in EDUC 598 or PSYC 461 

London & Rome  
Republics and Empires 
Dates TBD 
6 credits in GOVT or HIST 

Oxford, London & Edinburgh 
Intensive Pre-law Seminars 
June 26—August 13, 2007 
3 credits in ADJ 490, GOVT 329, 
NCLC 495 or PUAD 739  

Russia
Theater & Culture 
June 3—June 16, 2007 
3 credits in CVPA 399, 
CVPA 592, DANC 399, 
DANC 599, THR 490 
or THR 599 

Scandinavia  
Culture & Performing Arts 
May 19—June 2, 2007 
3 credits in ENGL 202,  
ENGL 302-H, ENGL 360,  
ENGL 569 or THR 497  

Scotland 
Marine Biology & Oceanography 
July 22—August 4, 2007 
3 credits in EVPP 490, EVPP 505  
or BIOL 507 

Scotland 
Poetry Workshop 
June 14—July 1, 2007
3 credits in ENGL 468, 497, 645  
or 699 

Senegal
History & Culture 
June 27— July 24, 2007 
6 credits in AFAM 499, ENGL 349, 
FREN 325/480/550,  
FRLN 330, GOVT 444, HIST 
398/598, NCLC 295/395  
or WMST 305/690  

Turkey
Religion & Human Rights 
June 1—June 30, 2007
6 credits in ANTH 399/699, CONF 
399/695, GOVT 345/444, HIST 
386/387/524, REL 376  

Amman, Jordan 
Intensive Arabic Language 
May 28—July 16, 2007 
9 credits in ARAB intermediate & advanced 

Beijing, China 
Intensive Chinese Language 
June 27—August 1, 2007 
6 credits in CHIN at all levels

Bilbao, Spain 
Intensive Spanish Language 
June 26—July 30, 2007 
6 credits in SPAN intermediate & advanced 

Buenos Aires, Argentina 
Intensive Spanish Language 
June 30 –July 29, 2007 
6 credits in SPAN intermediate & advanced

Florence, Italy 
Intensive Italian Language 
May 27—June 24, 2007 (4 Week Program) 
May 27—July 21, 2007 (8 Week Program)
6-12 credits in ITAL at all levels 

Granada, Spain 
Intensive Spanish Language  
June 1—June 30, 2007 
6 credits in SPAN intermediate & advanced 

Osaka, Japan
Intensive Japanese Language 
May 18—June 16, 2007
6 credits in JAPA at all levels 

Paris, France 
Intensive French Language 
July 1—July 27, 2007
6 credits in FREN  
intermediate & advanced 

Pune, India 
Intensive Hindi Language 
Dates TBD 
6 credits in FRLN at all levels 

CENTER FOR GLOBAL EDUCATION *JOHNSON CENTER, ROOM 235 * PHONE: 703-993-2154 * FAX: 703-993-2153  
* EMAIL: CGE@GMU.EDU * WEB: HTTP://GLOBALED.GMU.EDU

GMAT   |   GRE   |   LSAT   |   MCAT   |    DAT *

*Test names are registered trademarks of their respective owners.

1-800-KAP-TEST |   kaptest.com/practice

Enroll today. Limited seats are available.

You’re invited to Kaplan’s free

practice
test event

�   Experience the exam under proctored conditions
�  Receive a detailed score analysis
�   Learn exclusive strategies to help you prepare for Test Day

Take advantage of this FREE event to:

Saturday, February 24th
George Washington University

10:00 am, rooms TBA

Sponsored by GW’s Phi Alpha Delta

by Ian Janetta
Hatchet Staff Writer

Two weeks ago, three burst 
pipes caused flooding across 
University buildings, including 
a burst in the ground floor of the 
Marvin Center. Now it is turning 
out to be an expensive clean-up 
operation. 

Assistant Director of Media 
Relations Matt Lindsay listed 
the estimated cost of the dam-
ages at more than $35,000.  This 
total includes about $2,000 to 
repair damages in the Marvin 
Center, about $10,000 to rebuild 
a nearly destroyed office and 
about $25,000 worth of property 
damage, 
a c c o r d -
ing to the 
Universi-
ty Police 
D e p a r t -
ment. 

O n e 
organiza-
tion hit 
h a r d e s t 
by the 
f l o o d s 
w a s 
EMeRG, 
w h o s e 
o p e r a -
tions are still being conducted out 
of Crawford Hall after their office 
in the Marvin Center incurred 
water damage. Authorities said 
new theories have emerged over 
the cause of the flooding, which 
was blamed initially on just cold 
weather, said Michael Peller, 
managing director of the Marvin 
Center. 

“It was a bad solder joint, and 
the weather compounded the 
problem,” he said. The Hatchet 
reported on Feb. 8 that frozen 
pipes ruptured and caused flood-
ing in four campus buildings.

“It’s a considerable amount 
of damage,” Peller said, adding 
that “there was no interruption 
whatsoever” to the student-run 
emergency response team’s abil-
ity to do their jobs. Sections of the 
ceiling, floor and walls have been 
removed, he said.

No further steps are needed 
to prevent future flooding, Peller 
said. “We do everything we can 
to make sure the pipes are prop-
erly soldered and insulated.”

EMeRG members said the 
move has been inconvenient, but 
has not impacted their opera-

tions. 
“It really hasn’t had any ef-

fect on us at all,” said Harland 
Westgate, EMeRG public rela-
tions supervisor and a gradu-
ate student. “The attitude then 
and now is very much a ‘wow, 
that was weird ... okay, back to 
work.’” Westgate wrote in an e-
mail. 

 A few portable radios got 
wet in the flood, Westgate said, 
but EMeRG has been utilizing 
borrowed radios from UPD until 
the damaged radios can be fixed 
or replaced. 

“I have heard that there were 
some personal items damaged, 
including two laptop computers, 

and those 
c l a i m s 
are be-
ing pro-
c e s s e d 
through 
the Uni-
v e r s i t y 
n o w , ” 
Westgate 
said. One 
comput-
er may 
h a v e 
been de-
s t ro y e d 
and the 

other may be badly damaged, he 
said.

When personal property is 
damaged in situations like the 
recent flooding, students can re-
quest compensation through the 
Office of Risk Management, said 
Nancy Haaga, director of Cam-
pus Support Services. However, 
the current GW Housing License 
Agreement states that “whether 
or not due to the negligence of 
the University, the University 
shall not be responsible for any 
property of the student, which 
may be lost, damaged, stolen, or 
for any loss thereof occasioned 
by fire, the elements, or other 
causualty,” Haaga pointed out.

“Therefore, compensation 
(or) reimbursement requests for 
damage resulting from the recent 
water pipe breaks are unlikely 
to be approved as they were the 
result of the recent freezing cold 
weather temperatures in the re-
gion,” Haaga said. 

Much of the repairs to the 
EMeRG office in the Marvin cen-
ter have been completed, Haaga 
said, but “a completion date has 
not been determined.” n

Flooding incurs 
costly repairs

Sullivan says growth up

by Bryan Han
Hatchet Staff Writer

Assistant Secretary of State 
Daniel Sullivan discussed Presi-
dent George W. Bush’s accom-
plishments in international eco-
nomics in Duquès Hall Tuesday 
night.

Sullivan, head of the State 
Department’s Bureau of Eco-
nomic, Energy, and Business 
Affairs, said growth in the in-
ternational economy has been 
higher in the last five years than 
any five-year period since World 
War II. He said much of this 
growth can be attributed to U.S. 
economic policy.

“Without the United States 
as a consistent, strong engine 
of economic growth over the 
last several years, you would 
not have had the broad interna-
tional growth that you’ve had,” 
he said.

Sullivan outlined efforts in 
seven areas of international eco-
nomics the Bush administration 
is working in: trade, develop-
ment assistance, the fight against 
infectious diseases, anti-corrup-
tion efforts, freedom of expres-
sion, the intervention of terrorist 
finance and global economy par-
ticipation. The discussion was 
broadcast on C-SPAN Wednes-
day at about 12:40 p.m.

Sworn in as assistant Cabinet 
secretary in June 2006, Sullivan 
said he wanted to make progress 
in the area of energy security in 
addition to the administration’s 
seven areas.

“(There is) strong interest in 
(energy security) given the high 
oil prices, given where we get a 
lot of our energy ... The key to 
this really is diversity of supply, 
diversity of sources, diversity of 
the types of energy that we use,” 
he said.

There are some substantial 
difficulties for U.S. economic 
policy in the future, especially 
with China, Sullivan said.

“One of the key challenges, 
I think, is really looking at ways 
in which to incorporate the rise 
of some of the big growing eco-
nomic powers ... In particular I 
think China is large in that re-
gard,” he said.

Concerning policy on Iraq, 

the assistant secretary said his 
bureau is working with the Iraqi 
government on committing to 
economic reforms. He added 
that he has great hope for Iraq’s 
economic revival because it has 
many untapped resources.

“The potential in terms of 
non-energy sector economic ac-
tivities is very striking,” he said. 
“Whether it’s the entrepreneur-
ial spirit of the people, whether 
it’s the agricultural sector, much 
of this has been ruined by 30 
years of Saddam’s rule.”

Michael Moore, professor of 
economics and international af-
fairs, invited Sullivan to speak 
at the University. The faculty 
member said he knew Sullivan 
from his time as White House 
Council of Economic Advis-
ers from 2002 to 2003. Sullivan 
served on the National Security 
Council that year. 

Moore, who is the director 

of GW’s International Trade and 
Investment Policy program, led 
a Q-and-A session after Sulli-
van’s speech. After the event, 
Moore said he found the speech 
informative.

“I think he laid out clearly 
a set of issues the Bush admin-
istration has been working on 
some of which has gotten less 
press coverage than you might 
have thought,” he said.

Sullivan’s visit was spon-
sored by the GW Center for In-
ternational Business Education 
and Research, the Washington 
International Trade Association 
and the Elliot School of Inter-
national Affairs’ International 
Trade and Investment Policy 
Program. The Washington In-
ternational Trade Association 
is a non-profit, non-partisan 
organization dedicated to pro-
viding a neutral forum for open 
discussion of international 
trade policy and related issues, 
according to the organization’s 
Web site.

Senior Teal Willingham, a re-
search assistant of Moore’s, said 
she thought Sullivan’s state-
ments were slanted.

“The speech was very aimed 
at painting the Bush administra-
tion in a positive light in terms of 
economic assistance,” she said.

Gwen Bluemich, a second-
year graduate student in Moore’s 
U.S. Trade Policy course, said 
the speech and discussion were 
interesting because of its rela-
tion to her studies

“For all students taking in-
ternational economic affairs for 
their concentration,” she said, 
“it was very interesting.”n

“The speech was very 
aimed at painting the 

Bush administration in a 
positive light in terms of 
economic assistance.”

SENIOR TEAL 
WILLINGHAM

REASEARCH ASSISTANT TO 
PROF. MICHAEL MOORE

ORDER
from p. 6

Alex Ellis/Hatchet photographer
Assistant Secretary of State Daniel Sullivan speaks to students 
about international economics in Duquès Hall Tuesday night.

Asst. Secretary 
of State discusses 
world economy

“Let the Order of 
the Hippo serve as a 
booster-rocket for its 
continued glorious 

ascent.”

STEPHEN JOEL 
TRACHTENBERG

UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT

QUICKTAKES: FLOOD FALLOUT

Major pipe bursts across campus: 3

Estimated property damage: $25,000

Estimated damage to office: $10,000
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245 - RENT DC

APTS FOR RENT Modern Apts w/ DW, 
Disposal, Hardwood fl oor, patio, central 
air, washer & dryer inside ea unit. units 
sleep 2 to 3 people. $1800 to $2700 per 
month starting June 1, 2007. Call Ron for 
preview 202-251-7500 or ronroudi@fi rstn
ationwidemgmt.com 

255 - SALE DC

DUPONT FULL 1 BD CONDO GEM 
Throwing money away? Own for less 
than rent! $299,500 (as low as $1500 in 
total monthly payment). Open house ev-
ery Sunday from 1p-5p. Perfect location! 
5 minute walk from Dupont Circle and 
Foggy Bottom Metro stations and GWU 
in upscale, beautiful neighborhood. Roof 
deck pool for parties & sunning. Spacious 
layout, stainless steel appliances, plenty 
of closet space in a newly renovated, pet 
friendly building. Please contact Julie to 
visit at 202-365-3506. 1260 21st St, NW, 
#107. 

260 - SHARE DC

 CLOISTERS HOME FOR SALE DE-
TAILS @ 3644reservoir.com 

270 - SUBLETS OFFERED

515 - GENERAL

EARN $800-$3200 a month to drive 
brand new cars with ads placed on them. 
www. AdDriveTeam.com. 

610 - CHILD CARE

SITTERS WANTED. $10+/HOUR Regis-
ter FREE for jobs at: student-sitters.com. 

SPRING BREAK             
BABYSITTER WANTED

Babysit 2 or 3 afternons during Sping 
Break (March 12-17) for happy child. 
Must have babysitting experience. 703-
598-9829 or acujimmy77@yahoo.com

615 - FULL TIME

PET LOVERS WANTED
Capital Petsitters, LLC is hiring full time 
mid-day dogwalkers in Washington, Ar-
lington, McLean and Falls Church. If you 
LOVE pets, want a fl exible job and a terrif-
ic income, contact info@capitalpetsitters.
com Applicants must have a reliable car 
and be willing to commit to petsitting for 
at least 6 months. 703-442-0403

620 - INTERNSHIPS, PAID

INTERNSHIP/PAID. WANTED: Aggres-
sive, outgoing go-getter to work with 
fi nancial adviser at UBS Financial Ser-
vices. Call Bill Flanigan, vice-president, 
301-718-5036. 

615 - FULL TIME

 Admin Assistant position for DC CPA 
fi rm. Close to campus. Must have avail-
able hours on Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays, approx 8-10 hours weekly. 
Perform clerical and other offi ce duties. 
Email: mmoore@calibrecpa.com. 

POSITIONS AVAILABLE
Customer Support Intern

Alarm.com ñ Tech company in Tysons 
Corner seeks current and graduating stu-
dents for summer internships beginning 
April/May. Strong communication, prob-
lem solving and teamwork skills required. 
Fun & fast-paced. $12+/hour. E-mail: 
careers@alarm.com.

665 - PART TIME

!BARTENDING! UP TO $300/DAY No 
experience necessary. Training provided. 
800-965-6520x171. 

EGG DONATION Now interviewing appli-
cants to be egg donors for medical pro-
ceedings $5000.00 + expenses www.sur-
rogacy-solutions.com 1-800-277-4004 or 
301-421-0085 Shrybman Law Offi ces, P. 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Administrative Assistant/Personal Assistant to 

Georgetown Businessman, high GPA, light book-
keeping experience preferred. 12-15 hours per 

week. Prefer Monday, Wednesday, Friday. e-mail: 
eadent3@aol.com or fax resume to: 202-342-9377

PERFECT FOR STUDENTS Popular 
downtown Sushi restaurant seeking a 
host/ hostess for luncheon shifts serveral 
times a week. Restaurant is conveniently 
located near GW campus. Energetic and 
experienced applicants can apply at the 
restaurant between 3:00 pm-5:00 pm. 
(ask for Fernando) Kaz Sushi Bistro 1915 
“I” Street, NW. 202-530-5500 

665 - PART TIME

SERVER’S WANTED: No Experience 
needed. Excellent earnings, all shifts 
open. We’re Harry’s located in the Arling-
ton Hotel 11th & E St, NW DC. 1 block 
from Metro Center. We are the Cheerís of 
NW with a large patio for outside dining. 
Apply in person any day ask for Chuck 
Mille 

675 - SUMMER JOBS

SERVERS AND HOSTS NEEDED El-
ephant and Castle Pub and Restaurant is 
hiring. Located in the heart of downtown, 
blocks from the White House and min-
utes from the Capitol, we have become 
a favorite hang out for area profession-
als. High volume, huge patio & fun at-
mosphere make it a great place to work. 
Currently we are seeking SERVERS & 
HOSTS 1201 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 
 Washington, DC 20004 Tel: 202-347-
7707 1 block from Metro Center 

Dylan Brogan, Classified Manager
Phone: (202) 994-7079
Fax: (202) 994-1309
Email: classifieds@gwhatchet.com
Web: gwhatchet.com/classifieds

The GW Hatchet Thursday, February 22, 2007

We accept American Express, 
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ACROSS
1 Big name in

menswear and
cologne

7 Sticking points
15 Lightener
16 Fit of rage
17 Day spa

treatment
18 Breaks
19 “Buckle up” or

“Passengers,
keep your hands
off the radio!”?

21 Sugar meas.
24 Some contests
25 Phoenix-to-

Albuquerque dir.
26 Not in it for the

money
28 Reg.
29 Senior ___ Tour
32 Oblivion
33 L., B. or J.
35 Hardly four-star

cuisine

36 Order to act
one’s age?

39 “A God in
Ruins” novelist,
1999

40 N.B.A.’s
Robinson

41 Author of “Jed,
the Poor House
Boy”

42 Do stuff?
43 Work cycles:

Abbr.
44 Encamp
46 Enero, para uno
47 Utah lily
48 Noted Australian

sprinter
49 “The Odd

Couple,” for
one?

54 Welcome
indicator

55 1970’s best
seller “Dr. ___
Diet Revolution”

59 Jackie Robinson
wore it

60 Required
61 Sized up
62 Fiend … or a

hint to this
puzzle’s theme

DOWN
1 TV ET
2 Mens ___

(criminal intent,
in law)

3 Bud
4 Devoted
5 Not very potent

potable
6 Substituting for,

with “of”
7 Kind of nest
8 It’s to the left 

of #
9 “Goblin Market”

poet Christina
10 Stick on
11 Way to get

home
12 Son of Ramses I
13 Not legis. or

jud.
14 Part of CBS:

Abbr.
20 Harvard’s motto
21 Rabbi’s text
22 Like cheap

lipstick
23 Flat peppermint

candy
27 So
28 Extra action
29 Camus subject
30 “Rah!”

31 Glimpse
34 Media co.

symbol on the
Big Board

35 1944 battle site
37 Group whose

1946 song “The
Gypsy” was #1
for 13 weeks

38 Made merry

43 Fast-food giant
45 Creature with a

crest
46 Any of the

Apennines
47 Young haddock
49 Chesterfield,

e.g.
50 Wall St. intros

51 Bleu parts of
French maps

52 “___ you one!”
53 Squeezed (out)
56 First name in

tyranny
57 “The Office”

address?
58 Firmed up

Puzzle by Lee Glickstein and Nancy Salomon

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.20 a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($34.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
U P T O S C A N S W A C O
Z E A L T U G A T K W A N
I P O D A B A S E R A N I

H O M E R S I M P S O N
T H A R P A N E H E E

J U S T B E C A U S E I
A M I S D A K T O G A S
D O N T E R R O L C A R E
E R G O T O P E N U T E

D O E S N T M E A N I M
K G S R A U M O N T E
N O T L I S T E N I N G
O L E O T U R I N L O O M
P D A S O R I N G E X A M
F A K E N E N E S E Y R E

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16

17 18

19 20

21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35

36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48

49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56 57 58

59 60

61 62
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ACROSS

1 Heartbeat
6 Impersonator in

“Little Red
Riding Hood”

10 Heavy, durable
furniture wood

14 Santa ___
racetrack

15 Jai ___
16 Folkie Guthrie
17 Think tank

products
18 Not so much
19 Dec. 25
20 Skeptic
23 Web address

ender
24 “Little” girl of

“Uncle Tom’s
Cabin”

25 What a 
20-Across might
say

32 Washed (down),
as a sidewalk

34 Just managed,
with “out”

35 Historic time
36 Cut ___ (dance)
37 Ways
39 Nose-in-the-air

type
40 Snoring sound
41 Plain crazy
42 Scalds, e.g.
43 What a 

20-Across might
say

47 Baseball stat
48 Hoopsters’ org.
49 What a 

20-Across might
say, ignoring
grammar

57 Tobacco plug
58 Jacob’s twin
59 Designer Donna
60 Wintry
61 Angry outburst
62 Turn inside out
63 Meowers

64 Bend in the wind
65 50 minutes after

the hour

DOWN
1 Settled up
2 Nullify
3 Stead
4 Knife
5 Where Cockney

is spoken in
London

6 Heavy, durable
furniture wood

7 Designer
Cassini

8 Bringing up the
rear

9 Unfriendly looks
10 I.R.S. worker
11 Humorist

Bombeck
12 “Oh, woe!”
13 Some boxing

wins, briefly
21 Wedding words
22 “Ars Amatoria”

poet
25 Maker of the

Rodeo
26 Computer

storage unit,
informally

27 Words before
roses or lettuce

28 Instrument
making HI
notes?

29 Variety
30 Do post-laundry

work
31 Setters of

indents

32 Having a bit of
smog

33 Ricelike pasta
37 Nicknames
38 Columbus Day’s

mo.
39 1 + 2 + 3, e.g.
41 Pharmaceutical

workplaces

42 Relative of a
quilt

44 After-Christmas
shopping
scenes

45 Working, as a
police officer

46 Sash in
Sapporo

49 “Stop!”

50 “Stop!”
51 “The Last Time

___ Paris”
52 Comic Carvey
53 “I ___ at the

office”
54 Wee warbler
55 Male deer
56 Not duped by
57 Roman 300

Puzzle by Harriet Clifton

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.20 a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($34.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
C A P E C O D S T A B S
O V E R U S E S S T O R E S
H E R G R A C E M A R T E N
E R S E G O T R I P P E R S
R A P R E C O I L L E S S
E G I S S T U D I E D
D E R A T S T E N T O N

D E L I S G O N E R
D E M O T I C N E W E L

S E N O R A S T R U E
P I C C A L I L L I E N S

T A L L A N D S L I M G I S
A S S E R T E S P O S I T O
C H A R D S S T O N E M E N
T A S K S O N A G E R S
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60 61 62

63 64 65
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Create and solve your
Sudoku puzzles for FREE.
Play Super Sudoku and win prizes at:

prizesudoku.com
The Sudoku Source of “The GW Hatchet”.
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To Play: Complete the grid so that every row, column 
and every 3X3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. There is 
no guessing or math involved, just use logic to solve.

Apts, Sublets & Rooms
BROWSE & LIST FREE!
WWW.SUBLET.COM

All Cities & Areas! 1-877-FOR-RENT

Seek and you 
shall score
M R H E C L K C

R F C A M S J P

G K E T C A S O

T R G M A T D N

A S R R T S A B

Y R E H E C S E

T A C M F X R T

U I O D S A T R

800-2Review • PrincetonReview.com

Private Tutoring
Small Group Tutoring 
Online 
Classroom

Test names are the trademarks of their respective owners, who are not affiliated with The Princeton 
Review. The Princeton Review and The Princeton Review logo are trademarks of The Princeton 
Review, Inc., which is not affiliated with Princeton University.

You may be eligible if you are:
• Between the ages of 10-17
• Medically healthy
• Free of current or past history of psychiatric illness
• Free of a history of head trauma with loss of consciousness
• Not currently taking any medication

Researchers at the NIMH are seeking healthy child and
adolescent volunteers to participate in studies on mood and
anxiety disorders. Participation in these studies may include a
physical exam, lab work, brain imaging, and/or psychological
interviews. The studies are conducted at the NIH Clinical
Center in Bethesda, Maryland.

Compensation is provided.

Please call: 301-594-8705 (TTY: 1-866-411-1010)
http://patientinfo.nimh.nih.gov

or for other studies: www.clinicaltrials.gov

National Institute of Mental Health 
National Institutes of Health, Department of Health & Human Services

Healthy Volunteers Needed for Child
& Adolescent Mental Health Research

Seniors:  It’s Your Last Chance 
for Portraits
5th Floor of Marvin Center- M, 
2/19-F, 2/23 and M, 2/26-F, 
3/02 from 10am-6pm- No Ap-
pintment needed.  $15 sitting 
fee.
Questions? E-mail 

yearbook@gwu.edu
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by Andrew Alberg
Senior Staff Writer

Karl Hobbs does not understand why people 
seem to be obsessed with which players make 
the starting lineup at GW’s men’s basketball 
games. 

Even so, it’s hard to ignore that sophomore 
Rob Diggs, who had started every game this 
season until three games ago, came off the bench 

for Wednes-
day’s 68-49 
win over Rich-
mond at Smith 
Center. It is 
even harder to 

ignore Diggs’ 24-point performance, showing 
success in his regained role.

“When I come off the bench, I just try to be 
the energy guy, try to spark up the team, block a 
couple of shots and get a dunk to get the offense 
hyped,” Diggs said.

He struggled as a starter, scoring five points 
against both Xavier and Saint Joseph’s, but has 
thrived in his new role. He shot four-for-four 
from the field against Temple and followed the 
performance by shooting nine-for-11 Wednes-
day. GW (17-8, 8-5 Atlantic 10) lost the first two 
games and won the second two. 

Diggs said he does not have a preference as to 
whether he starts, although senior guard Carl 
Elliott nodded and smiled when Diggs was 
asked if coming off the bench has lit a fire under 
him.

More important than who starts, Hobbs said, 
is who gets rebounds for GW. After getting 
“manhandled” in the second half of the Xavier 
game, the Colonials out-rebounded Richmond 
39-21, its second straight large rebounding 
edge.

Elliott has “stuck his nose in there” and shouldered the 
rebounding load for the Colonials as the rest of his team 
struggled. He followed up a triple-double against Tem-
ple Saturday with a double-double Wednesday, scoring 
16 points and grabbing 10 rebounds for the Colonials. 
Diggs had six rebounds and said he feels recently as if he 
is getting pushed around less, the result of an escalated 
weight-lifting program.

Hobbs said rebounding has been the team’s focus since 
the beginning of the year and it has been emphasized as 
GW ended its four-game losing skid.

“Our mindset now is that everybody has to rebound;l 

it’s all we talk about right now,” Hobbs said. “It’s not 
about who starts, it’s about when that ball hits the rim, 
who’s going to get it?”

Against Richmond, the Colonials stuck to zone 
nearly all game. The approach took the Spiders out of 
their rhythm,” Hobbs said, and forced Richmond to hit 
three-pointers. They only shot five for 21 from behind 
the arc.

Despite the poor shooting performance, both coaches said 
that the game was closer than the final score indicated. 

The Colonials play its second-to-last regular season game 
against La Salle Saturday at noon in Philadelphia. n
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SPORTS
Jake Sherman – Sports Editor (jsherman@gwhatchet.com)
Joanna Shapes – Asst. Sports Editor (jshapes@gwhatchet.com)

   10 NUMBER CRUNCH
–The number of years since the GW women’s 

basketball team finished undefeated in the A-10 
regular season.

The GW Hatchet | Thursday, February 22, 2007, page 10

The George Washington University Department of Theatre & Dance
in association with the Manitoba Theatre Center of Canada presents

Shakespeare’s

Dog
by Rick Chafe, adapted from 

the novel by Leon Rooke

Tickets on sale now! 
http://theatredance.gwu.edu

202-994-6178,  onstage@gwu.edu
or at the Dorothy Betts Marvin Theatre 

box office, 800 21st Street NW, 
Washington, DC 20052

Celebrating Shakespeare IN

 Washington Festival

Jan.-June, 2007

Sign-interpreted performance on Friday, Feb. 23

Feb
21–25,
2007

Richmond       49

M. Basketball           68

by Ian Humphrey
Hatchet Staff Writer

GW women’s basketball coach Joe 
McKeown clearly recalls the last time his 
team went undefeated in the Atlantic 10 
because the players on that team shaved 
it in the back of his head. A decade later, 
it could be time for another haircut.

No. 9 GW (23-2, 12-0 A-10) will face a 
feisty Saint Joseph’s team Friday night, 
which sets up a match with Temple 
Sunday. The Owls are 12-0 and face a 
lowly Duquesne team Friday night, 
which could set up a spat between two 
undefeated squads.

After defeating Temple twice during 
the regular season last year, GW lost to 
the Owls 59-54 in the A-10 Tournament 
final. All three games were low-scoring 
affairs and McKeown said that he ex-
pects Sunday’s contest to be a defensive 
battle as well.

“You’re looking at probably the two 
best teams in the league so it should be 
fun, it should be a great atmosphere, 
and it should be a great game,” McK-
eown said.

Junior Kim Beck pointed out that the 
Colonials have played in big games all 
year and that there is no reason for the 
players to blow these two out of propor-
tion.

“We obviously want to come out and 
win every game, and this year we’ve 
been successful in that so far, so we just 
want to capitalize on that this weekend 
and win the regular season champion-
ship,” Beck said.

As frustrating as last season’s loss to 
Temple may have been, McKeown said 
it has been too long to count this game 
as revenge.

“Each year is a little bit different,” 
McKeown said. “I think you move for-
ward instead of backward, that’s what I 
always try to do.”

Before facing the Owls, McKeown 
noted that the Colonials will not over-
look Saint Joe’s. After losing to the 
Hawks twice in 2004, including once in 
the A-10 Tournament when GW was a 
No. 1 seed, McKeown said that he has 
the utmost respect for Hawk coach Cin-

dy Griffin.
“There’s no question they can catch 

you off-guard if you don’t come to play,” 
McKeown said. “They’ve always been a 
thorn in our side, and they’ve burned us 
enough over the last 17 or 18 years for 
us to underestimate them.”

Both teams have formidable weapons 
that could trip up the Colonials. Temple 
forward Kamesha Hairston leads the 
A-10 with 19.8 points per game while 
Saint Joe’s guard Ayahna Cornish is 
third with 17.2 points per game. McK-
eown said that the Colonials will pay 
some special attention to these players 
but will not lose sight of the teams’ other 
threats.

“Your game plan defensively is try-
ing to shutdown their best players, 
but both Saint Joe’s and Temple have 
other people who can hurt you too, so 
you have to make sure you’re aware 
of that,” McKeown said. “That’s why 
they’re both pretty good.”

 After breaking Charlotte’s 22-game 
home winning streak and winning at 
St. Louis last week to extend the Colo-
nials’ own winning streak to 16 games, 
sophomore Jazmine Adair said that GW 
needs to take the positives from the suc-
cessful road trip and move forward.

“It’s definitely a boost, but we know 
what’s coming up, and we just have to 
stay focused,” Adair said.

McKeown called for the student 
body to come out and show its support 
in both games this weekend.

“I think our players deserve that from 
our student body because (our players 
are) students too,” he said.

GW begins the weekend home stand 
against Saint Joe’s Friday at 7 p.m. and 
wraps it up against Temple Sunday at 
2 p.m. Sunday is also Senior Day, dur-
ing which the Colonials will honor lone 
senior Kenan Cole. n

Team eyes perfect 
conference run

GW V. SAINT JOSEPH’S
Friday, 7 p.m.
GW V. TEMPLE
Sunday, 2 p.m.
GW Radio, www.gwradio.com

Starters shuffle in GW win
Sophomore Rob Diggs 
drops career-high 24 
points off the bench

W. BASKETBALL

Ben Solomon/photo editor
Sophomore Rob Diggs elevates over a Richmond player dur-
ing the Colonials’ 68-49 win Wednesday night. Diggs scored 24 
points, providing a spark coming off the bench.



and a lot of other institutions are 
going to be right on our heels. And 
most of the press I’ve seen has 
been mostly sympathetic.”

He added, “We can go next 
year without doing any raises at 
all, assuming you don’t want us 
to increase scholarships or faculty 
salaries. All things are a matter of 
trade-offs.”

Behind fixed tuition
The class of 2008 was the first 

group of students under the fixed-
tuition plan. To compensate for the 
expected tuition hikes that would 
have taken place over a student’s 
four years, trustees upped tuition 
by about 16 percent, from $29,000 
to $34,000. This large increase in 
2004 is what drove GW’s cost of 
attendance to the top.

Under the first three years of 
the fixed-tuition plan, students 
paid approximately $8,000 more 
than students at the next-highest 
market-basket school, New York 
University. While NYU’s tuition 
rose 5.5 percent and Georgetown’s 
6 percent for next year’s freshman 
class, GW’s only went up 3.8 per-
cent. These two peer institutions 
do not have a fixed-tuition plan. 

Should this trend of hav-
ing comparatively lower tuition 
increases continues, future GW 
students would save money over 
the course of their four years, pro-
ponents say.

A forerunner in the fixed-
tuition plan, Pace University in 
New York City, ended its four-
year experiment with the plan 
last month, announcing it will 
return to the traditional system 
of annual increases. Pace spokes-
man Christopher Cory said one of 

the biggest problems with fixed-
tuition was poor communication 
on the part of the administration 
to explain the plan, which led to a 
decrease in admission rates.

“In reality, when you divide 
that constant tuition over four 
years, it’s the same as if you went 
to a college that had year-to-year 
increases. But that didn’t get across 
well enough, and a lot of people 
chose places that had more con-
ventional pricing,” Cory said.

Trachtenberg disagreed, say-
ing the fixed-tuition plan has not 
detracted students from being 
interested in the University.

“Did it happen? The answer 
is: ‘substantially no effect,’” he 
said. “Once we hit about 20,000 
(applications) we’ve been in that 
neighborhood ever since; it’s been 
pretty level.” 

Financing an education
A common concern of tuition 

hikes at any school is that higher 
tuition will result in more financial 
aid requests. GW Financial Aid 
Director Dan Small said the fixed-
tuition plan has not appeared to 
have had any effect on the num-
ber of students who need assis-
tance. The percentage of students 
receiving financial aid is hovering 
around 60 percent, he said.

Small explained that since the 
University increases at the rate of 
inflation, families’ incomes should 
increase at about the same rate.

Relief could come to students 
from the federal government. A 
bill recently passed by the U.S. 
House of Representatives would 
lower the interest rates on student 
loans, allowing students to look at 
schools that may currently be out 
of their price range. 

Student Association President 
Lamar Thorpe attended a U.S. 
Senate hearing on college afford-
ability last week with student lead-

ers from other D.C.-area universi-
ties. He strongly supports making 
quality higher education available 
to everyone.

“Tuition is high, and the 
government can’t do something 
like place tuition caps on private 
schools,” Thorpe said. “College is 
something that should be acces-
sible to all families, not just a privi-
leged few.” 

Downsides of the plan
There are also several non-

monetary issues connected to the 
fixed-tuition plan. Robert Morse, 
director of data research at U.S. 
News and World Report, said that 
even if the system saves money, 
students and their families may 
be unaware of it when they look 
at colleges.

“I’m not sure that the general 
public understands fixed-tuition 
plans and will do all the calcula-
tions,” he said. “I understand it, 
but it’s what I do for a living.”

Some students, though, fully 
knew about the unique tuition struc-
ture at GW before they enrolled. 
Freshman Stuart Grimes said he 
heard of the plan at an information 
session while in high school. 

He added that the recent 
increase in the fixed-tuition for 
the incoming class would have 
affected his plans to attend the 
University “only a little bit.” He 
said his parents would help foot 
the bill regardless of the figure 
surpassing $50,000.

Some detractors of recent 
tuition increases said they will 
hurt the diversity of the student 
body.  English Professor Margaret 
Soltan said she fears the hikes will 
discourage some students from 
applying and further GW’s repu-
tation as an elitist institution.

“I know of two students with 
very large scholarships who left 
this year,” Soltan said. “Both were 

grateful for GW’s generosity, but 
eventually found the cost of the 
school unconscionable in strictly 
moral terms, given the existence of 
less expensive and equally high-
quality options.”

Trachtenberg said students 
chose to come here and knew what 
they would be paying for. 

“People have said to me 

they’re more interested in getting a 
first-class, high-quality experience 
than in saving a couple thousand 
dollars,” he said, addingthat the 
University puts $120 million into 
financial aid and tries to make 
education at GW affordable.

Morse, of U.S. News and 
World Report, said that there is a 
chance the tuition hike could per-

versely improve admissions and 
the school’s reputation.

“The tuition hike could cer-
tainly make for some negative 
publicity,” he said. “But there are 
a lot of studies out there that show 
people have a tendency to equate 
quality and price.” n

–David Ceasar contributed to 
this report.
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Don’t wait for 
that perfect job
to land
in your lap…
Come to the

16 th Annual National 
Capital Region Job 

Fair
Monday, March 5, 2007

10:00am–4:00pm
Northern Virginia Center

 7054 Haycock Road, 
Falls Church, VA

More than 75 professional and high tech companies 
from Virginia, Maryland, and DC recruiting 

for all levels and disciplines.

Visit our website for more information...

www.novajobfair.org

FREE to ALL Job Seekers!  E-mail your resumé to 
resumes@novajobfair.org by February 28th for inclusion in

 the resumé book.  Parking is limited, so please take the Metro
 to the West Falls Church VT/UVA Station (Orange Line).
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magazine and is now consid-
ering running for congressional 
office.

Powell spoke for nearly 
two hours on Feb. 6 in the Jack 
Morton Auditorium before a 
crowd of about 100 about the 
importance of understanding 
the history of events, people, 
places and dates related to the 
Civil Rights movement.

“If the Civil Rights movement 
hadn’t happened, we wouldn’t be 
here right now ... Many of us take 
for granted the civility of today, 
the fact that we can sit here today, 

black kids and white kids next to 
each other in 2007,” Powell said.

Though Powell intermittent-
ly touched on topics that affect 
all age groups, like the growing 
amount of poverty among black 
Americans, he discussed at length 
issues and observations that direct-
ly affect his college-age audience. 

For example, Powell called for 
sexual responsibility specifically 
among young black Americans, 
citing a statistic that 65 percent 
of young black women are HIV 
positive. 

Following his observation 
that “except for a few exam-
ples, black leadership is media 
driven” and insufficient, Powell 
offered six specific steps that 
black Americans can follow as a 

means to self improvement and 
finding one’s roots. 

These steps include maintain-
ing a spiritual foundation, devel-
oping political awareness, nur-
turing cultural growth, starting 
a plan for economic empower-
ment, taking care of one’s physi-
cal health and moving toward 
mental wellness. n

BLACK
from p. 1

TUITION
from p. 1
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PRESIDENT STEPHEN JOEL TRACHTENBERG
AND THE ORDER OF THE HIPPO INVITE YOU TO

GEORGE WASHINGTON’S
BIRTHDAY BONFIRE

H ST. BETWEEN 20TH AND 21ST � IN THE EVENT OF ADVERSE WEATHER,
PROCEED TO CONTINENTAL BALLROOM, MARVIN CENTER, 800 21ST ST. NW

FOR S’MORE INFORMATION CALL (202) 994-7129

MUSIC � MARSHMALLOWS & S’MORES 
PIE EATING CONTEST � REFRESHMENTS

Thursday, February 22, 2007
6:00 pm at the University Yard

G01762

salon
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DSS
from p. 1

at identifying disorders that 
affect education down the 
road, Willis said.

DSS was established 
in 1978 in response to the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 
which ensured equal access to 
federally financed institutions 
regardless of disability status. 

When she began work-
ing at GW in the early 1980s, 
Willis was one of DSS’ two 
staff members. The vast major-
ity of the disorders they dealt 
with were physical and easier 
to diagnose, she said. 

 However in the mid-90s 
“(Attention Deficit Disorder) 
hit its stride,” Willis said, and 
the office began to expand. 
When more students with psy-
chological disorders emerged, 
the office moved into its suite 
in the Marvin Center.  

Today only 11 percent of 
DSS-registered students are 
diagnosed with a physical 

disorder. Instead, most of the 
students who register with 
DSS do so for support with 
learning or psychological dis-
orders.

This trend is not unique 
to GW, studies show. The per-
centage of postsecondary stu-
dents across the country who 
registered as “disabled” has 
more than doubled over the 
past decade, according to a 
study by National Center for 
Educational Statistics, a sub-
sidiary of the U.S. Department 
of Education.          

Application to GW is blind 
to any disorder that requires 
special accommodation and 
all files kept by DSS are confi-
dential and separate from aca-
demic records, Willis said.

GW’s “beyond compli-
ance” approach to disability 
assistance is considered tradi-
tional though it has “gained 
a particular national reputa-
tion” for its wide array of free 
services, Willis said.  

These services include 
scribes, typists and note-takers 
to assist with lectures. Other 

services range from extended 
time on exams and reading 
services to time-management 
and organizational assistance. 
Though a “very strong office,” 
Willis admits that GW’s DSS 
can not compete with colleges 
such as Landmark in Vermont 
that cater exclusively to stu-
dents with learning and other 
disorders.    

Officials warn, however, 
that DSS is not a “continuation 
of earlier special education.” 

 It does not guarantee an 
out come, rather it tries to level 
the playing field for registered 
disabled students. It empha-
sizes student “self-determina-
tion.” All students must apply 
for assistance and, according 
to Willis, the amount of “ser-
vice they receive is depen-
dent on the student’s commit-
ment.”  

Jeffrey Thomas, a fresh-
man who receives note-tak-
ing assistance and double 
time for exams, explains: “In 
high school you’re entitled to 
(help), but here you have to 
seek it out.” n

keep up with breaking news online @ www.gwhatchet.com


