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D.C. accepts
University’s
campus plan

Dancing to Dallas

by Caitlin Carroll
Editor in Chief

The D.C. Zoning Commission unanimously voted to approve GW’s 20-year Campus Plan last week,
nearly one year after the University ﬁrst submitted the
development proposal.
The plan replaces the current agreement between
the city and GW on development restrictions and calls
for the vertical growth of GW buildings as well as the
expansion of Gelman Library, several residence halls
and the Marvin Center. The proposal also includes
construction of a new
science facility and a
cancer center.
The
commission
passed the proposal at
“Honestly, it’s the
a meeting March 12 after delaying voting to
wrong project at
approve the plan at a
January hearing, when
the wrong time at
the approval process
was slated to begin.
The Zoning Commisthe wrong place.”
sion requested at the
January meeting that
GW make more specific
commitments
to the community to
JOY HOWELL
compensate the neighFOGGY BOTTOM
borhood for increasASSOCIATION
ing building density,
PRESIDENT
including more measurable
community
benefits for sustainable development, historic preservation and locally
owned retail.
“We’re very happy. This is very important for the
University,” Executive Vice President and Treasurer
Lou Katz said about the plan’s approval after the meeting.
The Zoning Commission, which has had eight
hearings on the plan since September, discussed several amendments the West End Citizens Association
proposed for the Campus Plan. The commission did
not approve most of the proposed amendments, but
agreed to a recommendation from the group that prohibits freshmen and sophomores from bringing cars to
campus.
“Administratively, it’s going to be more difﬁcult,”
Katz said, referring to the student vehicle restrictions.
“We’ll be able to do it, but it’s going to be more work

photos by Nick Gingold/assistant photo editor

The GW women’s basketball team celebrates after beating Texas A&M 59-47 in Los
Angeles to advance to the Sweet 16 Sunday in Dallas (above). The Colonials will face
the top-seeded University of North Carolina. Sophomore Jessica Adair puts up a layup
in the win (right). Junior Kimberly Beck greets fans after beating the Aggies (below).
by Joanna Shapes
Assistant Sports Editor
Of the 16 teams to make it to the third
round of the women’s NCAA tournament, ﬁve
upset higher seeds to get there. That includes
ﬁfth-seeded GW, who, after defeating No. 4seed Texas A&M 59-47 in the second round,
will now face top-seeded North Carolina Sunday in Dallas.
Two years ago, GW fell at the hands of
the Tar Heels in the second round. Four of
this year’s starters played on that team, while
North Carolina boasts six of the same category.
But coach Joe McKeown said that his squad
from two years ago is not the same team he has
today.
“We’re much different now,” McKeown
said. “Our biggest player was probably sixfoot and we really got crushed on the boards.

We were young and had overachieved all year.
It was a great learning experience for (the four
players who were on the team two years ago).
They all played a lot of minutes in that game.
That’ll help Sunday.”
Senior Kenan Cole, who was on the team
that lost to North Carolina, said that GW may
be able to draw something from the game in
2005.
“We can deﬁnitely look back to that game
and see some of the things that we did do well
against them and continue to do that, but our
team is different now and there are strengths
and weaknesses that go along with that,” Cole
said. “We’re going to take everything we’ve
done this season and just prepare for them
knowing they do have a good team.”
Size is the Colonials’ friend this time
See WOMEN’S, p. 15

See CAMPUS, p. 2

Venues reduce hours
Oﬃcials cite lack
of demand for
schedule change
by Elise Kigner
Senior Staff Writer
Many J Street food venues
reduced their hours of operation this week, with several closing at 4 p.m. and not
remaining open on weekends.
Six Marvin Center food
venues are closing earlier and
two venues will not be open on
weekends as part of new operating hours that began after
spring break. WOW Café and
Wingery, Jamba Juice, GDub
Java, Quiznos, Cyclone Salads
and Chick-fil-A will all be open

for less time than they were money, they’re not going to stay
earlier this month.
open. They have to be profitWOW Wingery, which able,” said Matt Lindsay, assisbefore break was open until tant director of Media Relations.
midnight, will
“We
really
be closing at
have to bal10 p.m., Jamba
ance the fact
QUICKTAKES:
Juice is closing
that these are
NEW
J
STREET
HOURS
at 4 p.m. durbusinesses
ing the week,
and
they
Cyclone Salads
are trying to
Four venues now close earlier
will be closing
make money
on weekdays: Jamba Juice,
an hour earand they are
GDub
Java,
Cyclone
Salads,
lier at 2 p.m.
services to
WOW Café and Wingery
and
GDub
students.”
Java is closPandinis,
Two venues will be closed on
ing at 1 p.m.,
which serves
according
to
pizza
and
weekends: Quiznos, Chick-ﬁl-A
the University
pasta in the
Souce: GW Dining Services
Dining Services
afternoon,
Web
site.
is the one
Quiznos and
venue that
Chick-fil-A are the two venues increased its hours. It is now
that will no longer be open on open for breakfast at 8 a.m.
weekends.
See JSTREET, p. 11
“If they’re not making

Vice President Cheney returns for treatment at GW
The vice president returned to the GW
Medical Center late Tuesday morning for the
second time this month after experiencing discomfort in his lower left leg.
Dick Cheney went to his cardiologist at the
Medical Faculty Associates for further treatment of a blood clot in his leg. The vice president visited the outpatient facility at 22nd and
I streets March 5 because of “a deep venous
thrombosis,” which may have been brought on
by extended air travel during a trip back from
Pakistan and Afghanistan.
After ultrasound imaging and other tests,
doctors placed the 66-year-old on blood-thinning medication earlier this month. Jamie Hennigan, a spokesperson for the vice president,
said more ultrasounds were conducted Tuesday to provide new information on the clot.
“The ultrasound revealed no extension or
complication of the clot. His blood-thinning
medication was found to be therapeutic,” Hen-

nigan wrote in an e-mail statement. “These results are expected and reassuring, and the current course of treatment will continue.”
The spokesperson added that Cheney resumed his normal schedule at the White House
after leaving Foggy Bottom.
The vice president’s motorcade left campus
at 11:43 a.m., after blocking off 22nd Street between I Street and Pennsylvania Avenue.
Cheney, who has had four heart attacks
since his late-30s and has a pacemaker, is a regular visitor at GW Hospital and the MFA for his
cardiological ailments. The vice president went
to the hospital in January 2006, when he suffered shortness of breath believed to be associated with medicine he took for a foot problem.
In 2006, Cheney and his wife Lynne donated $2.7 million to the School of Medicine and
Health Sciences for the creation of a cardiovascular institute in their names.
–David Ceasar

Nick Gingold/assistant photo editor

Driver Darin Henry drives the “Hypothermia Van” through the streets of D.C. March 7, delivering
blankets and clothing to the homeless. The van runs 24 hours a day and is sponsored by the United
Planned Organization.

A frigid ﬁght

Van oﬀers aid to
homeless in
wintry weather
by Eric Roper
Senior Staff Writer

At 7 p.m. on a frigid March
night, Jean Barton climbs into the
passenger seat of a white minivan
that is overloaded with a sea of
blankets, socks, hats, jackets and
gloves. Within eight hours, all of
these warm vestments will rest on
the backs of D.C.’s homeless.
Barton is a supervisor at the
United Planning Organization,
and every night she rides the

“Hypothermia Van” through the
District, stopping to give clothes
and transportation to impoverished residents battling the elements in the nation’s capital.
Wearing a backwards leather
hat, Barton peers out the window
looking for familiar faces – occasionally pausing to give directions
to Darin Henry, the driver. Her
clients, freezing men and women
without homes, often have drug
problems or mental disorders, she
said.
“We talk to them and see if
they need to be committed or
are endangering themselves. The
first thing you have to look at is
their feet, though, because they
are frostbitten and they can lose
limbs,” Barton said.
She explained that despite the
wintry temperatures, people who
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live on the streets are often afraid
to accept clothes or a warm bed,
and it can take years of offering
help to gain their trust.
Though Barton works eight
hours per shift, the Hypothermia
Van patrols the city 24 hours a
day. During the hot summer
months the van is converted to
a Hyperthermia Van, providing
shade and water to the homeless
suffering from heat-related difficulties. The program is funded
through D.C. and various nonprofit organizations.
One of the first stops is the
West End Library, just north of
Foggy Bottom, where several
homeless men are sitting on the
stairs. “Hypothermia van!” she
exclaims, and within seconds
See VAN, p. 14
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THURSDAY
Roosevelt Institution BBQ
Come learn how you can
help developing student
ideas about public policy.
12 to 3 p.m.
Kogan Plaza
Sponsored by GW Roosevelt Institution

FRIDAY
Standup Comedy Show
Check out a show by Chicago’s Snake Punch Union
that’s sure to please.
8 to 9:30 p.m.
Marvin Center Continental
Ballroom
Cost $5
Sponsored by the Snake
Punch Union and Recess
Shoot the War - Namleh Ataa
Short movies created by
young Lebanese artists in
reaction to the Summer
2006 war in Lebanon are
being screened.
8:30 to 10:30 p.m.
Marvin Center Grand
Ballroom
Sponsored by the Arab
Student Association

SATURDAY
Bhangra Blowout
Come see 10 of the best
intercollegiate teams
from around the country
compete for the much-acclaimed Bhangra Blowout
Championship.
Bhangra Block Party 12
to 3 pm; Bhangra Blowout
Shows 7pm
Columbian Square in The
Marvin Center and DAR
Constitution Hall
Free for the Bhangra Block
Party; $30-$40 for tickets
to the actual show
Sponsor: GW South Asian
Society

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

HIGH 72 | LOW 58

HIGH 69 | LOW 50

HIGH 56 | LOW 47

SUNDAY

FOUR DAY
FORECAST

Lizzie Wozobski – Campus News Editor (ewozobski@gwhatchet.com)
Jessica Calefati – Campus News Editor (jcalefati@gwhatchet.com)

CAMPUS
CALENDAR

THURSDAY

GREEKBRIEFS

SANOTES

Lambda Chi Alpha hosts annual
Watermelon Fest

Senate unable to vote on fee
increase resolution

This week the Lambda Chi
Alpha fraternity is hosting Watermelon Fest, the fraternity’s annual philanthropy event, and is
aiming to donate 1,000 pounds of
canned goods and at least $300 to
the Capital Area Food Bank.
According to the chapter’s
Web site, Watermelon Fest features Olympic-style competitions
between sororities at GW and
other D.C. area schools.
Watermelon Fest events include a relay race, a tug-of-war, a
watermelon seed spitting contest
and a canned food drive competition. The fraternity’s goal to donate 1,000 pounds of canned food
is 200 pounds more than the donation Lambda Chi Alpha made last
year, said junior Will Maden, the
fraternity’s philanthropy chair.
“(Watermelon Fest supports)
a good cause because it is helping
people right here in Washington
D.C.,” said junior Matt Vazquez,
president of Lambda Chi Alpha.
“It’s the chapter’s way of giving
something back to the city and
trying to help out the homeless
population.”
The Capital Area Food Bank,
founded in 1980, is the largest,
public non-proﬁt hunger and nutrition education resource in the
Washington, D.C. Metropolitan
area, according to the organization’s Web site. The CAFB distributes 20 million pounds of food
each year.
–Marissa Bialecki

The Student Association Senate meeting ended unusually early
Tuesday night in the Marvin Center with no debate or vote on two
Senate bills. The early adjournment occurred because not enough
students attended the meeting for
any votes to be counted.
Sophomore Sen. George
Blair’s (ESIA-U) student fee
increase bill was sent to the Finance Committee and freshman
Sen. Chloe Lew’s (FYNV) bill to
amend the structure of the SA
agenda was postponed to the
next senate meeting.
The body needed one more
voting member to be present to
vote on the two pieces of legislation and the meeting was adjourned after 90 minutes.
“I think people have decided
that the election has happened
and they don’t think the senate
matters,” said Executive Vice
President Josh Lasky, a senior. “I
am glad we were able to keep the
meetings shorter this year, but if
we can’t muster the strength to be
here, we have a problem.”
Senate meetings in past years
became known for running past
midnight with debate continuing
into the early hours of the morning. This year, meetings have
rarely gone later than midnight.
Several of the senators in attendance including Blair, Lew,
Sen. Brandon Sherr (CCAS-G),
also said they were disappointed
that there was no debate on the

CAMPUS
from p. 1
for us.”
The commission also agreed to a suggestion from the group that calls for the
University to help curb excessive noise and
underage drinking and to encourage respect
for property during a mandatory program
for students.
Some community members have consistently opposed GW’s development plans
and have testiﬁed against approving the
Campus Plan. Last week’s meeting did not
include opportunities for members of the
audience to give testimony.
“Honestly, it’s the wrong project at the

HIGH 57 | LOW 43

SNAPSHOT Sun soaking

Alex Ellis/Hatchet photographer

Freshmen Kayla Bolyai (left), Marget Amenyo (center) and Kate Galliers (right) relax and study in
sunny Kogan Plaza Tuesday afternoon. Wednesday marked the ﬁrst ofﬁcial day of spring.
bills. Under senate rules, debate
on the bills could have occurred
during the meeting, despite not
having enough voting members
present.
“I am sorry that we weren’t
able to discuss the bills tonight,”
Sherr said. “Even if there isn’t
enough votes, there is merit to
discuss the bills.”
“At the very least, it is important to have a discussion at the
meetings,” said Lasky, who encouraged the senators present to

wrong time at the wrong place,” said Foggy
Bottom Association President Joy Howell,
who has testiﬁed against the Campus Plan’s
approval.
Calling GW a “huge, over-developed
monstrosity,” Howell said community
members might appeal the decision when
the Zoning Commission distributes its written order. It may be several months until the
commission delivers GW written approval
of the Campus Plan, and neighborhood
groups cannot determine if there is anything
they wish to appeal until then, Howell said.
Community members were not surprised that the commission approved the
Campus Plan at last week’s hearing, Howell
said Wednesday.
“The Zoning Commission pretty much
rubber stamps whatever GW plans to do,”

motivate absent members to come
to meetings. “You need to talk to
your friends and colleagues in the
senate.”
There are two meetings of this
year’s senate left on April 3 and
April 17.
Sen. Chris Rotella (CCAS-U)
said that the limited number of
meetings left is not an excuse for
poor attendance.
“It is pretty disgraceful with
two months left that we don’t
have enough people to pass legis-

said Howell, who was not present at last
week’s zoning meeting because it conﬂicted
with a Foggy Bottom Association Board
meeting.
“It’s deﬁnitely an uphill battle for neighborhood groups to make an impact on how
their neighborhood is developed.”
Howell said she advocates local universities developing in other areas of the
city that could beneﬁt from the institution’s
presence, citing Georgetown University’s
Law School construction in the historically
crime-ridden Union Station area of Northeast.
“Why can’t the city government do
the same thing with GW? ... Instead, GW is
overdeveloping a tiny corner of the city, and
it’s choking on its growth,” Howell said.
GW Media Relations Director Tracy

lation,” said Rotella, a junior.
SA EVP-elect Brand Kroeger
said that he has ﬁnished meeting
with all of the senators-elect of
next year’s senate and has pressed
upon them the importance of accountability.
“I think we got a great group
of people elected,” said Kroeger,
who said that many of the reelected senators were present at
the meeting. “We are in it for the
long haul.”
–Andrew Ramonas

Schario said the plan’s approval is the result
of a lot of collaborative planning and the
community’s criticism ultimately helped
GW create a better proposal.
“What we experienced tonight is a
sweet victory,” Schario said following the
meeting.
As many as about 50 students have attended Campus Plan hearings in the past
to testify and support the University as part
of Campaign GW, a student group that encourages support for the University’s development plans. A few students attended
last week’s meeting, which occurred while
many students were traveling for Spring
Break.
The University cannot move on with
construction until it receives written approval from the Zoning Commission. n

24/7
Appointments
Online
Make your own appointment with the
GW Student Health Service ONLINE

http://gwired.gwu.edu/shs
Student Health Service
2141 K Street, NW Suite 501
202-994-6827

Spend your summer at CUA.
Competitive Tuition.
Convenient Location.
300 Courses.
Get to your educational destination quicker
this summer at The Catholic University of
America. CUA offers low tuition rates and a
convenient location on the Metrorail Red Line.
Choose from more than 300 courses and
programs, including undergraduate and
graduate courses in architecture, arts and
sciences, business, education, media studies,
philosophy, religious studies and social work.
Find course listings at http://summer.cua.edu.
For more information or to request a catalog,
contact CUA’s Office of Summer Sessions:
202-319-5257 or cua-summers@cua.edu.

THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA
Wa s h i n g t o n , D . C .
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Capp to push ambitious campaign agenda

Plan to expand
GWorld program
may face barriers
by Andrew Ramonas
Senior Staff Writer

Sophomore Nicole Capp won the
election for Student Association President
on a simple three-step platform. Now,
just weeks after the election, University
officials and former SA members said
some of her campaign promises may not
be feasible.
A pillar of Capp’s platform was the
“GWorld All Over” campaign which,
according to her Web site www.nicolecapp.com – calls for more dining and
retail options that accept GWorld as payment, lower GWorld vendor fees and a
faster vendor application process.
There are approximately 70 food and
40 retail vendors on campus and throughout the District that accept Colonial Cash
through the GWorld card program,

according to the GWorld Web site.
On her site, Capp said that she will
“pressure” the GWorld Office to have
GWorld “accepted at all restaurants and
retailers within three blocks of campus.”
Nancy Haaga, managing director of
Campus Support Services, said that a
new GWorld partner must “add value”
to the current GWorld offerings and the
inclusion of all local businesses within a
certain radius to campus is unlikely to
happen.
“(Capp’s initiative) is kind of a broad
statement,” said Haaga, who oversees
the GWorld program. “We certainly can’t
force (businesses) to become a Colonial
Cash partner. That’s a business decision
they have to figure out for themselves.”
Her platform’s statement says that
every venue within three blocks should
take GWorld, but Capp said that does not
necessarily included every venue.
“Of course students don’t expect
every place within three blocks to take
GWorld. Obviously, I’m not advocating
for Kinkead’s to accept GWorld,” said
Capp, referring to the upscale seafood
restaurant in the 2000 Penn shopping
center.

The SA president-elect said that she
will work to reduce vendor fees “allowing more vendors to participate.”
The Hatchet reported in September
2006 that some vendors pay a 15 percent commission for purchases made on
GWorld, in addition to other operating
fees.
Haaga said most students “don’t
have a basic understanding” of how the
GWorld program finances itself. Haaga
said it is “unlikely” that GWorld fees will
be reduced since the fees are used to support the GWorld program.
“If we don’t have those dollars coming in from the vendors, we have a budget deficit that potentially puts us in a
situation in which we can’t pay our operating expenses,” Haaga said.
Capp said that GW administrators
“will work” with the SA next year on this
matter.
“GW is not a business; it is a university,” Capp said. “These issues will
require the administrators to be creative
and show interest in student concerns.”
Capp said another goal is to add a
grocery store to the GWorld system.
Another one of Capp’s campaign ini-

CCAS faces tight budget

Funding
requests denied to
26 departments
by Jennifer Easton
Hatchet Staff Writer

The Columbian College of
Arts and Sciences denied Film
Studies and dozens of other
departments and programs
funding to hire additional faculty for next year.
CCAS granted only 10 out
of 36 requests from programs
and departments within the
largest college at GW for funding to hire additional visiting
professors for the 2006-2007
academic year, said Diana
Lipscomb, associate dean for
Faculty and Research in the
Columbian College.
The CCAS’s Film Studies
program is one of many
departments feeling the negative effects of budget constraints and a denied request.
The program does not employ
any visiting professors.
“There was no intention

to slash the budget for Film
Studies, it was just a resource
issue,” Lipscomb said.
She added that the
Columbian College receives
and grants about the same
number of requests to hire
visiting professors each year
and that denying about 25
requests annually is indicative
of the school’s need to manage
its budget effectively.
“Just like you do with your
own budget we need to decide
where to put money, where
the greatest demand is and
where the money will do the
most good,” Lipscomb said.
GW’s Film Studies program applied for visiting professorship funding both this
year and last year, Lipscomb
said, adding that the Film
Studies program was denied
its request in both instances.
The Film Studies program’s
last full-time professor, Ranjan
Chhibber left the position and
the program in 2004.
The Columbian College
also cut funding the program
uses to pay the salary of Jay
Lorenz, a part-time Film
Studies faculty member.
Lorenz said his salary

was once considerable, and
now it is “basically adjunct’s
pay,” though he declined to
comment on an exact figure. Lorenz, who was once
considered a visiting professor, added that he might not
return to his part-time faculty
position next year if his salary
does not increase.
Lipscomb said it is unfortunate that the film studies
program rests largely on one
professor and the interest of
a limited number of students.
The program teaches more
than 250 students each semester. In order for the program
to be successful in the future,
Lipscomb said “there needs
to be a push by the academic
leadership, by the faculty.”
Lorenz said he considered
not returning to the University
in light of his decreased salary last year, and added that,
“I thought I could just leave,
but there were so many kids
I wanted to see. I’ve become
very paternal toward (my students).”
Continuing work in the
film industry has allowed
See FILM, p. 7

tiatives, “GW411,” will assist students
with their problems regarding housing,
student organizations, Student Judicial
Services and GWorld among other issues,
according to the site. Capp will assemble
a group of students who can be reached
by phone and e-mail to aid students
through “GW411,” the site states.
Former SA President Audai Shakour,
who held the SA’s top position a year
ago, created a similar program – the
Student Services and Advocacy Center
– during his presidency. The program
was designed to provide assistance to
students in the areas of housing, student organizations and Student Judicial
Services, among other concerns. The initiative was launched but is no longer an
aspect of the SA Executive.
“(‘GW411’ and SSAC) are completely
opposite. There is simply no comparison between the two,” Capp said. “We
are already devising a system that will
include an internal statistical review and
a database of questions and answers.”
Shakour said that “social service”
programs like SSAC and “GW411”
should not be the SA’s focus.
“College students should be able to

|3

solve their own problems and don’t need
an institution doing it for them,” Shakour
said. “They may need guidance and direction but that’s all the SA should offer.”
Capp’s final campaign pillar is
“GWInformed,” which calls for increased
communication between students and
the SA, according to her Web site. She
will keep students more informed on
what is going on in the SA through
online updates, bi-monthly reports, regular newsletters and town hall meetings,
according to her Web site.
“The fact of the matter is students are
simply apathetic to the inner workings of
the SA,” Shakour said. “We would only
get a mere 25 students or so for town
halls maybe 40 if we offered pizza. If kids
want to stay informed they will read The
Hatchet or their Facebook feeds.”
Capp said she disagrees.
“Students do care and they will care
more when the SA is working for the students is a resource for the students, and is
advocating on behalf of the students.”
Capp officially takes office in early
April. n
–David Ceasar contributed to this
report.
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“Every game . . . one of the main focuses for myself and my team is not leaving anything
on the ﬂoor because it is ‘one and done,’ and everyone comes to play.”
–Senior basketball player Kenan Cole, who is playing with the women’s team in the
Sweet 16 of the NCAA tournament this week.

Gabriel Okolski – Opinions Editor (gokolski@gwhatchet.com)
Kyle Spector – Senior Opinions Editor (kspector@gwhatchet.com)

editorial

The demise of the
Marvin Center
Four years ago, dinnertime at J Street
was an event for a large portion of the GW
community. Students packed into the food
court, and it was difficult to even find a
seat.
Beginning this semester, would-be diners will not even be able to eat dinner at
half of the Marvin Center’s venues thanks
to a reduction in evening hours by Sodexho. While students may have more GWorld
options to obtain food off campus, this latest change to hit the already-dwindling J
Street may be an indication of bigger problems with GW’s so-called student union.
The food court located at the center of
campus has gone through many changes
over the past several years. During a major
renovation, constant tweaks in J Street’s
venues and a shift in operators from Aramark to Sodexho, dining officials have
relied on student input for all major readjustments.
These methods have apparently failed
and resulted in inconsistent food offerings, including a grocery/convenience
store that has completely shut down, leaving an empty space in the Marvin Center
basement.
The recent reduction in hours for a
handful of J Street venues is the latest
event in the decline of the Marvin Center,
despite money and time being spent to actively improve the food court. Clearly, students will not be able to use this area as
a major communal area to meet and enjoy
dinner.
Sodexho is a private company, and it
is understandable that they would limit
operations if student demand is unable
to sustain a profitable operation. Rather
than allow this change to occur without a
second look, administrators should view
it as an indication that the Marvin Center
no longer attracts students and may no
longer serve their interests. It is essential
that administrators do not merely accept
the reduction in operation but determine
whether a lack of other student-oriented
services is hurting attendance at J Street.
In the past,
this page has
discussed the
The recent reduction
fact that Marvin
Center
in hours for a handful
has increasingly become
of J Street venues is
a commercial
entity
that
the latest event in the
rents
space
to outside interests
and
decline of the Marvin
forces
student groups
Center, despite money
to
provide
food through
and time being spent
a costly proWhile
to actively improve the vider.
this trend may
beneﬁt
the
food court.
University’s
bottom line, it
has the potential to drive students away.
With so many other options on Colonial
Cash compared to just a few years ago, students living farther away from the Marvin
Center will need to have a reason to trek
there to eat. If food is the only attractive
part of our student union, then many living around campus will merely find different places to eat.
An empty Marvin Center during the
busy evening hours erodes from GW’s sense
of community and does not give students a
central location to congregate. This predicament, in turn, means that colonials have one
fewer reason to go to the student union.
If campus officials are unwilling to
concede some space in the Marvin Center outside of J Street to student needs, a
viable option may involve permanently
removing the less-popular dining venues
in J Street and replacing them with other
student-oriented spaces. This may result
in a loss in profits during the busy weekday lunch hours, but it may be necessary
to give meaning to the Marvin Center’s
student union moniker.
No matter what the solution is, Sodexho’s decision – based on decreased demand – is an indication that students are
unhappy with the Marvin Center. It is now
up to administrators to investigate whether a lack of student focus in this building is
driving the demise of J Street.
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Beggars can’t be choosers

Aﬀordability at GW begins with students

E

arlier this semester, while
Sure, there are stand-out excepstrolling through the tions to this observation; plenty of
Ivory Tower lobby past students raised money for alternamidnight, I encountered a group tive spring break trips, diligent
of GW cheerleaders selling baked fundraisers often set up shop in the
goods as a fundraiser. This was a Marvin Center and I even bought
much more welcome sight than the some Au Bon Pain products from
usual comatose University
students braving the 20Police officer manning our
degree February weather
lobby, and I purchased a
in Kogan Plaza. But as I
late night snack from the
write on my laptop now,
team members.
looking directly at that
Aside from the fact
location on a beautiful
that I would take a swan
warm day, there is no studive off Memorial Bridge
dent activity to be seen.
if any of GW’s female
Instead, the main
cheerleaders asked me
mode of obtaining funds
GABRIEL
to, it was quite refreshfor many organizations
ing to support a team
OKOLSKI involves a highly politiearning their keep with
cized process with the
OPINIONS EDITOR
some clever sales at an
SA. Each year, when these
unusual hour. Even more
groups do not receive the
refreshing was the fact that while support they hoped for, they act
many major student organizations as if there is no other way to raise
like the College Democrats beg for cash. This may not seem to be a big
more funding from the Student deal to those outside of said orgaAssociation, a GW-funded team nizations and the SA. However,
took it upon themselves to get the it may point to a larger issue on
extra money they needed.
campus.
This University is a school
When campus food venues
known for its high costs – GW charge twice the market price, or
outsiders will automatically bring when GW contracts an outrageousup our tuition in conversation, as ly pricey studio to take and sell
if students on this campus have senior portraits, nothing happens.
no idea that we’re finally No. 1 It may give students something to
at something. Even so, the sense complain about during lunch, but
of entitlement that students feel ultimately we all pay, don’t queswhen it comes to funding contrib- tion why things need to be this
utes to a financial mindset that way and wait until the next time to
hurts us just as much as our price get punched in the piggybank.
tag. Perhaps this is why I was so
The lack of fundraising on this
happy to see those cheerleaders campus seems to be an indicator of
taking the initiative to sell some a general dearth of financial selflate-night munchies.
reliance on campus. For example,

with all the complaints about GW
dining options, few seem to brave
the campus boundary and seek out
affordable places that are not on
GWorld. Instead, students place
demands on the University to provide more services, despite its relatively poor performance in this
arena over the past few years.
It really is no surprise that GW
is such an expensive place when
students rely on the University for
so many aspects of daily life – from
an overpriced midday snack to
photocopies that should be free to
students in their scholarly pursuits. A general reliance on GW
to support student groups and
student services sends the message
that we can be charged this much
to go to school here.
Ultimately, the cost of attending this University is a function of
supply and demand – if students
are willing to pay it, GW will be
willing to charge it. If
we want our daily
complaints to be
taken to heart,
it is essential
that we change
our
habits.
That means
raising some
cash when
your
student group
wants to hold
an event, not
relying
on
GWorld
for
every single
purchase and
refusing to

put up with the ridiculous extra
fees that always seem to find their
way onto our GWeb accounts
(sometimes a simple phone call
can get rid of these).
And to those pioneers and
intrepid fundraisers, like the GW
cheerleaders that I cherish so dearly and everyone who raised money
to rebuild houses in New Orleans
over break rather than enjoy a
drunken week in Mexico, keep it
up. Fiscal responsibility
starts with students, and
all of you are setting
the responsible tone
that administrators
need to hear.
–The writer, a
senior majoring in
political science
and minoring in
geoscience, is
Hatchet opinions editor.

Eat your heart out, GW

A

Why GWorld needs to double as an ATM card

fter a whole week of endless buffets major flaw with the GWorld system. Basically,
in Cancun, little bakeries in Europe if students wish to only use GWorld to pay for
or mom’s home cooking, it is of no food, they are forced to eat out three meals a
surprise that returning to a daily diet of Quiznos day, seven days a week. While traditional dining
and Chick-fil-A is slightly less than appealing. halls are notorious for the creative license that
However, those of you who spent spring break they take with their food, at least it somewhat
visiting friends at other colleges are probably resembles a home-cooked meal. At GW, those
embracing GW’s dining options with open arms students that need or want to cook for themright about now.
selves have to use their own money to
We are college students. According
pay for groceries, while their GWorld
to every college movie ever made, that
account sits virtually untouched.
DIANA
should mean that we are collectiveThis may sound like an exaggeraKUGEL
ly surviving on an infinite supply of
tion, but I know of a number of people
Ramen noodles, Easy Mac and Diet
that have been struggling with this
CONTRIBUTING
Coke. But if you stop and think about
all year. My suitemate tries her best
EDITOR
it, we will probably never have more
to eat healthy and cooks almost every
dining options so readily available to
night. She spends about $50 a week on
us again in our lives. Just on campus, there groceries, but has only managed to spend about
are almost 30 venues that accept GWorld. And $300 on her GWorld over the course of the year,
for those who are willing to venture a block or leaving her with more than 3,000 effectively usetwo further, there are more than 50 additional less dollars.
choices. Not bad, huh?
No matter how many venues accept GWorld,
Many other schools that have more tradi- there is no way to be able to accommodate everytional dining halls and meal plans offer only a one. So here’s an idea: let people pick where they
few places that students can dine at. While the want to spend their money, or at least some of
menu obviously changes, how many ways are their money. I know as well as anybody that if
there to make a sandwich or grilled chicken? students were allowed to use their GWorlds as
I’ve heard more than one visiting student from ATM cards and were left to their own devices,
another college enviously proclaim that they there are those that would go through an entire
wish their school had as many places to eat at semester’s worth of money in two days.
as GW offers.
But what about a happy medium? Let’s say
As great as this all is though, there is still a that students would be allowed to withdraw $25
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or so worth of cash from their GWorld accounts
each week. This would give students the flexibility to buy at least some groceries and take
care of other expenses such as Metro fare to
and from jobs or internships, while at the same
time not giving them the leeway to do too much
damage.
It is clear that the first protest from parents and administrators would be that students
would abuse this privilege and squander money
on less-than-necessary items. But if students cannot be trusted to be able to manage such a small
sum of money, how can we ever be expected to
budget for ourselves after we leave college?
Also, plenty of students don’t actually think
of GWorld money as being real money. Many
just swipe the card with the mentality that “it’s
just GWorld.” Forcing students to deal with “real
money,” at least on a miniscule scale, would be a
step toward teaching fiscal responsibility.
Such a change would take plenty of time
and mountains of paperwork. It would also
mean the school might suffer some profit loss if
students shop at locations unaffiliated with GW.
But in the end, it would be extremely beneficial
to students, both in allowing us to buy what we
need and in teaching money management skills.
And ultimately, if we screw up with a little bit of
money during the week, it won’t mean declaring
bankruptcy.
– The writer, a freshman majoring in psychology, is Hatchet contributing opinions editor.
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Carter defends book
Activists outside
Lisner support,
oppose event
by Jessica Calefati
Campus News Editor
Former U.S. President Jimmy
Carter received mixed reviews
after visiting GW and defending
the validity of his new book, “Palestine: Peace Not Apartheid,” in a
March 8 lecture at Lisner Auditorium.
The 39th president has been
the subject of debate because of the
subject matter in his book, which
critics say contains a pro-Palestinian bias. During his visit, Carter
said his goal was to establish peace
between Israeli and Palestinian
people in the Middle East.
“The bottom line is this – Israel
will never ﬁnd peace until it is willing to withdraw from its neighbor’s land and permit Palestinians
to exercise their basic human and
political rights,” Carter said.
Ambassador Edward “Skip”
Gnehm, a Gulf and Arabian Peninsula affairs professor who helped
organize the event, said despite
Nich Gingold/assistant photo editor
some members of the GW com- Former U.S. President Jimmy Carter discusses his new book, “Palmunity upset over the University estine: Peace Not Apartheid” in Lisner Auditorium March 8.
hosting Carter, the event was beneﬁcial.
“There has been a dearth of added that, “No one has found tine.” Taylor has no link to Palesdiscussion about the Middle East any error of any substance in the tinian ethnicity and said he advopeace process and it’s healthy book.”
cates on behalf of Palestinians as
for us to have more discussion,”
Junior Reese Davidson, a an American.
Gnehm said in an interview this member of the Jewish Student AsTaylor added that he has more
week.
sociation, thinks otherwise.
respect for President Carter beWhen Gnehm asked Carter
“(Carter) claimed that Israel cause of his book.
about the controversial use of the still occupies the Gaza Strip,” Da“There are few notable ﬁgures
word “apartheid” in his book’s vidson said. “Anyone who reads that are willing to take the just, altitle, Carter defended his decision. a newspaper or watches the news beit controversial stand against the
“Apartheid is deﬁned as forced would know about Israel’s com- Israeli occupation and its resultant
segregation of one people inside plete withdrawal from Gaza in the atrocities and harms committed
territory to keep two peoples apart summer of 2005.”
against the Palestinian people,”
and as oppression of one people
Davidson added that he was Taylor said. “Carter has demonby another.
strated that he is a man of
That is exnot only courage, but of adactly what
mirable ethics.”
is
taking
“I think they were malicious lies in that book.”
Before Carter’s lecplace inside
ture began, about a dozen
the
West
people stood outside Lisner
Bank,”
SHMUEL HERZFELD
auditorium holding signs
Carter said,
RABBI OF THE NATIONAL
that both supported and
clarifying
SYNAGOGUE IN NORTHWEST
opposed Carter’s views.
that his use
They were allowed by Metof “apartropolitan Police to stand
heid” only refers to circumstances happy the student questions on the sidewalk several feet away
in Palestinian land.
were critical towards the former from Lisner Auditorium without a
Gnehm said “I thought (apart- president and that some students permit to protest.
heid) was a heavy word to use. It attempted to remind President
Rabbi Shmuel Herzfeld, of
undermines what Carter states as Carter of the “growing threat of a the National Synagogue in Northhis objective – getting the debate nuclear-armed Iran, which most west, brought a group of about six
going about the Palestinian terri- Middle East experts sans Carter be- “local activists” together to protest
tories.”
lieve to be the greatest threat in the the event. He said that the book
Carter told the capacity-ﬁlled region.”
unfairly portrays
Lisner Auditorium audience that
CartIsrael.
he has spent most of his adult er
was
“I think they
life and a majority of time since c l e a r
were malicious
the end of his presidency in 1980 a b o u t
lies in that book,”
traveling and learning about the one
of
said.
“No one has found any error Herzfeld
Middle East’s political and social the main
“He has brought
intricacies.
problems
shame to
of any substance in the book.” great
“Those inside the Gaza strip he
atthe ofﬁce of the
are completely isolated from the tempted
presidency. He
outside world by land, sea and air to tackle
is a person who
JIMMY CARTER
... They have no freedom at all,” in
the
– with his maliFORMER U.S. PRESIDENT
Carter said, referring to the large b o o k
cious and evil
wall that encircles the Gaza Strip, – the lack
rhetoric – encourwhich is located on the eastern tip of recent
ages terrorism.”
of Israel.
discusThose on H
Prior to visiting GW to speak sion he
Sreet who supabout his newest book, Carter also sees about
ported Carter’s
spoke at Emory and Brandeis uni- peace between Israel and Palestin- views said he is a humanitarian
versities.
ians. Carter said the last serious and a promoter of world peace.
“I had some trepidation about round of peace discussions took
“He’s not against a race of peospeaking at Brandeis because of place six years ago.
ple; he’s against an ideology,” said
the altercations taking place on
“I saw a program with King Farrah Farley, a recent Georgetown
campus before I got there,” Carter Abdullah II from Jordan and he graduate, referring to Carter’s opsaid after the event. Some students was appealing to the U.S. Con- position to apartheid. Farley, who
protested Carter’s visit to Brandeis gress to promote peace talks and is afﬁliated with Students for JusUniversity, which has a majority to bring peace to Israel and justice tice in Palestine, related Carter to
Jewish population, before the for- for Palestinians,” Carter said. “I “a modern day Gandhi.”
mer president arrived.
hope he wasn’t speaking to deaf
After the event, more than 100
During his 25-minute speech ears, but I’m not sure.”
students and protesters waited on
at GW, Carter did not shy away
Senior Trent Taylor, a member H Street for Carter to exit from the
from addressing other criticisms of of Students for Justice in Palestine, back of Lisner auditorium. After
his book, one being that it includes said “the President’s book is a cou- 45 minutes, Carter left from the
factual inaccuracies.
rageous attempt to appropriately front door instead. n
Carter said he considers the denounce the injustices suffered
–Eric Roper
book “absolutely accurate.” He by the Arab population in Palescontributed to this report.

CRIMELOG
Disorderly Conduct
3/16/07 – Marvin Center
– 4:09 p.m. – case closed
A female was in the GW Bookstore trying to return a book she
purchased previously. She was
informed that she could not return the book, and an argument
ensued. The individual left before
University Police Department ofﬁcers arrived.
– Referred to Student Judicial
Services
Liquor Law Violation
3/10/07 – Townhouse Row
– 1:03 a.m. – case closed
UPD responded to a noise complaint. There were 11 students
playing beer games in one of the
townhouses, eight of whom were
underage. All the alcohol was disposed of on-scene.
– Referred to SJS
3/16/07 – Merriweather Hall

Thursday, March 22, 2007

– 11:20 a.m. – case closed
UPD was on patrol and noticed
an open door inside the residence hall. Two bottles of alcohol were seen, and there was a
student sleeping on a bed. The
individual was questioned, and
he said the bottles belonged to a
second student who then came
out of the bathroom. The second
individual said he had a party the
previous night.
– Referred to SJS
Drug Law Violation
3/8/07 – New Hall– 12:15
a.m. – case closed
UPD responded to a suspicious odor. The community
director was contacted and
conducted an administrative
search. Marijuana residue and
paraphernalia, such as several pipes, were discovered.
There were six male students
and one female student.
– Referred to SJS
3/19/07 – Mitchell Hall
– 3:35 a.m. – case closed

UPD responded to a noise
complaint. When the room’s
occupants opened the door,
officers smelled marijuana.
The community director was
contacted and conducted an
administrative search. Marijuana and alcohol were confiscated from the room.
– Referred to SJS
Harassment
3/9/07 – New Hall – 1:56
a.m. – case closed
A male student went to the room
of two female students to visit a
third roommate who was not in
the room at the time. He used
the second female’s phone to call
the third roommate. The roommate did not answer her phone,
and the male became verbally
abusive. He began to call the two
females’ names, and UPD responded. UPD warned the male
student to stay away from the
two females.
– Referred to SJS
– compiled by Ashley Roberts
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Sports editor to head paper

Sherman elected
to be The Hatchet’s
next editor in chief
by Elise Kigner
Senior Staff Writer

Junior Jake Sherman said he wants
to increase the frequency of The
Hatchet by posting stories daily online
as next year’s editor in chief.
Hatchet staff members unanimously elected Sherman, sports editor for
the past year and a half, for the newspaper’s highest position earlier this
month. Pending approval from The
Hatchet’s Board of Directors, Sherman
will replace Caitlin Carroll in May.
“He has a keen eye for some of the
big-picture things, which is good for
the editor in chief,” Carroll, a senior
said. “He’s not just a sports guy.”
Sherman, a journalism major
who ran for editor unopposed, said
he wants to improve The Hatchet’s

Web site not only by posting more
frequently, but also by adding more
blogs and streaming video. He said as
journalism as a whole moves online,
The Hatchet needs to keep up with
the trend by upping its multimedia
components.
“It will definitely benefit our
readership if people can wake up in
the morning and see (Web) content
refreshed more than twice a week,”
he said.
Sherman, 21, started writing for
the sports section as a freshman in
September 2004, and was promoted
to the position of contributing sports
editor that spring. He was the paper’s
sports editor the next semester, as
well as the men’s basketball beat
writer. Last year he helped lead the
production of The Hatchet’s basketball magazine, which won a regional
“Best Student Magazine” award by
the Society of Professional Journalists
two weeks ago.
Traveling around the country
to cover games, Sherman has had a
unique and intense dedication to The
Hatchet.

The Connecticut native has
reported from 11 states and three
time zones for The Hatchet. He
won an award from the SPJ for
online sports reporting for his
work at the 2005 NBA draft in
New York and the draft camp in
Chicago.
He is also a member of the
Editorial Board, which is comprised of editors outside the news
section who develop the newspaper’s positions for staff editorials.
Not being afraid to share – and, at
times, yell – his opinions around
the office, Sherman adeptly discussed campus issues during the
board meetings.
Will Dempster, a former
senior editor and opinions ediBen Solomon/photo editor
tor, said energy and motivation
After serving a year and a half as The Hatchet’s sports editor, junior Jake Sherare standout characteristics of
man was elected earlier this month to be the paper’s next editor in chief.
the incoming leader.
“Jake was a precocious kid
from the moment he entered The
know that he’d be running the place NCAA tournament last year where the
Hatchet,” Dempster wrote in an e- in a few years.”
two were able to schmooze with bigmail from Israel, where he is attending
Dempster said Sherman’s “prolific” name journalists.
graduate school. “Even from when he networking abilities will help him next
first came in the office, he seemed to year as editor in chief. He recalled the
See SHERMAN, p. 11
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Workers extract excess water from a hole on 22nd Street
Wednesday afternoon after a water-main pipe ruptured.

Campus water
main breaks
by Brandon Butler
Senior News Editor

Students who wanted coffee at
the Gelman Library Starbucks or
to take a shower in Madison Hall
Wednesday afternoon were out of
luck after a water-main pipe ruptured on 22nd Street, causing both
buildings to lose water for more
than six hours.
The D.C. Water and Sewage
Authority responded to a report
of water bubbling out of the street
around 12:30 p.m. After drilling
about a dozen holes into the pavement, the source of the leak was
identiﬁed. A ﬁve-by-ﬁve-foot hole
was dug in the middle of 22nd
Street between G and H streets to
uncover the pipe.
When WASA ofﬁcials examined the pipe, two cracks were
found on the underside of the 6inch water line. Eugene DeWalt,
the WASA foreman of the ﬁve-person crew working on-site said even
though the street was closed for
the entire afternoon and throughout rush hour, the situation could
have been worse.
“There are two pipes underground, one 20-inch and one sixinch, we’re lucky only the six-inch
broke,” he said.
DeWalt and University ofﬁcials said the cause of the break is
unknown but said old pipes and
the drastic change in temperatures

between a mild Tuesday and cool
Wednesday are likely causes.
The D.C. government owns
the water line and GW does not
maintain the pipes. Facilities Management workers from the University were on-scene overseeing the
WASA workers.
Residential Property Management posted signs on the entry
doors to Madison alerting residents that water would be unavailable for the afternoon and evening
on Wednesday. Also, water bottles
were provided to students.
“I went to my sink and tried
to brush my teeth but the sink
wouldn’t turn on,” said sophomore Andre Flores, a Madison
resident.
Starbucks, which is located on
H Street in Gelman Library was
closed for business for the entire afternoon and into the early evening.
Michelle Collins, a spokesperson for WASA, said water main
repairs are routine procedures for
workers. DeWalt said the repair
could have taken just a couple of
hours but because the pipe was
ruptured in two separate places
the repair took more time. Instead
of placing a band around the single break, an entire 51-inch section
of metal pipe had to be replaced,
he said.
Water was restored in Madison
hall and Gelman Library Wednesday at about 9 p.m. n
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Arab group is reborn

After ﬁve years
oﬀ, group plans
new events
by Niketa Kumar
Hatchet Staff Writer

After a five-year hiatus,
the Arab Student Association
re-organized last month and
plans to soon bring events,
parties and awareness initiatives back to campus.
ASA, which disbanded
because of lack of membership, now plans to jointly proBen Solomon/photo editor
mote both cultural and political aspects of the Arab world Sophomore John Sakakini and senior Amal Daher, both leaders
while providing a voice for its of the Arab Student Association, hope to promote customs and
members to share their tradi- traditions of the Arab world.
tions and opinions on current
their purpose and objectives.
“With many students
events.
“We thought it was impor- However, if there is an event majoring in International
tant to have an active Arab stu- that combines the two’s goals Affairs, Political Science and
dent body on campus because we would want to co-sponsor Middle East Studies at GW,
Arab culture is a hot topic,”
there is so much interest in the with MSA,” Daher said.
As the lone ASA member Sakakini said.
Arab world in general in such
While stressing the impora political campus and unfor- at GW over the summer Daher
tunately there are many mis- organized a panel discussion tance of cultural awareness
conceptions on the identity of on the war in Lebanon during and enrichment, ASA does not
Arabs,” said ASA President the height of violence. About shy away from politics.
70
people
“It would be misleading
Amal Daher, a
attended the and incomplete to just focus
senior.
event from on the cultural part. We basiD a h e r
“With many students
GW
and cally just want to portray all
h e l p e d
restart
ASA
majoring in International surrounding aspects of the Arab world,”
D.C. areas, Daher said. “When you are
with
recent
Affairs, Political Science G e o r g e Arab, talking about politics
g r a d u a t e
M a s o n happens naturally.”
Mohammad
and Middle East Studies U n i v e r s i t y
As part of one of ASA’s
Khateeb after
a
n
d original goals, its leaders hope
deciding that
at GW, Arab culture is a U n i v e r s i t y to expand an internship netthe large numo
f work for members who want
ber of Arab stuhot topic.”
Maryland.
to work in the Middle East.
dents on camI
n
On March 23, ASA will be
pus needed to
N o v e m b e r screening “Shoot the War,” a
have stronger,
JOHN SAKAKINI
ASA host- compilation of short movies
united presVICE PRESIDNET OF ASA
ed a Hafla, produced in reaction to the
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Arab war in Lebanon, in the Marvin
mass e-mails
party, with Center.
and Facebook
ASA will be co-sponsorinvites, ASA’s first meeting in Arabic dancing and food.
March 2006 brought almost 50 Over 300 people attended ing OneVoice on March 26
students together. They now the party including students with Students for Justice in
from similar organizations at Palestine, the Jewish Student
have about 70 members.
While Arab students join UMD, GMU, American and Association and Middle East
Peace Group. Arabic dancing
other groups on campus, ASA Georgetown.
“All of our events are open classes will take place April 6
leaders said their organization
is a unique blend of other orga- to anyone in the D.C. area and with professional instructors
nizations including Students its surrounding communities. teaching both Belly Dancing
for Justice in Palestine and the At our last Hafla a couple of and Dabkah. Throughout the
walk-ins came ... they learned last week in April, ASA is
Muslim Student Association.
“MSA does not aim to pro- more about Arab culture hosting its first Many Faces of
mote Arab culture, and ASA beyond the war-torn countries Arabs Week, featuring movie
does not promote Muslim that are seen on TV,” said vice screenings, an art exhibit by
beliefs or Islam. The two president of the group John Arab artists in Kogan Plaza
and a Halfa. n
groups are entirely different in Sakakini, a sophomore.
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Lorenz to sustain himself financially and continue teaching
for GW despite what he said
he considers a low pay rate.
Lorenz added that if he does
decide to leave, he suspects it
will be difficult to find another
professor to replace him.
Because Lorenz teaches all four of the program’s
core classes – Film Theory,
Genres of Film, History of
World Cinema I, History of
World Cinema II – and the
Columbian College denied the
program’s request for another

professorship, if Lorenz did
decide to leave GW, the program might disband.
Director of the film studies
program Peter Rollberg said
that without more money, the
film studies program cannot be
sustained for very long.
“Professor Lorenz is a very
valued faculty member (and)
we are grateful he is loyal to
the program and to his students,” Rollberg said.
Rollberg added that he
believes the film studies program receives such little funding as a secondary effect of the
University’s strong interest in
research.
“We (produce) little or no
output in research, so we are

|7

left out and I don’t think that’s
right,” Rollberg said. “Student
interest, predilection – (these)
should have more impact.”
A Facebook group called
“Proud Film Minors” has
formed to address student
concerns surrounding the fate
of the film studies program at
GW. It has 77 members.
Lorenz said film students
would not be the only ones
to benefit from re-funding the
program.
“There was an editorial in
the New York Times that said
that a film studies degree is
the new MBA,” Lorenz said.
“It’s a hot degree right now.
GW could capitalize on it in a
big way.” n
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ARTS & EnteRtainment
ArtistSpotlight

South by Southwest

This is SXSW...

The Automatic

BEST BAND NAMES OF
SXSW 2007

goes to

ArtistSpotlight

Via Audio

Holy Fuck (Toronto, Ontario)
Say Hi to Your Mom (Brooklyn, N.Y.)
Holy Shit! (Milwaukee, Wisc.)
The Heart Attacks (Atlanta, Ga.)
Elemeno P (Aukland, New Zealand)
SHAT (Montville, N.J.)
Shitdisco (Glasgow, Scotland)
my!gay!husband! (Vancouver, BC)
Lesbians on Ecstasy (Montreal, Quebec)
Get cape. Wear cape. Fly. (Southend, UK)
GO!GO!7188 (Tokyo, Japan)
Who’s Your Favorite Son, God?

(Sacramento, Calif.)
Vincent Van Go Go (Copenhagen, Denmark)
White Christian Romance (Brooklyn, N.Y.)
Psychedelic Horseshit! (Columbus, Ohio)
Steaming Wolf Penis (Seattle, Wash.)
Big Balls (Austin, Texas)
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Jessica Martins of four-piece Via

Audio, performs at SXSW.

by Kevin Eskowitz
Hatchet Reporter

off the
met at Pineapple Island University
The band Via Audio claims to have
of the
two
AUSTIN, Texas -- It wa
for
y
part
day
birth
joint
a
ed
s halfway through my
n. They also claim to have play
Japa
of
t
e to
the comfortably air-co
coas
com
thi
have
rd
that
e
da
thes
y
like
at
the fes
nd
sank. It’s fantasies
side play to a literally itioned confines of a tour bus, watching a tival, and I was standing in
band members on a pirate ship that
Club DeVille for
at
set
e
inut
40-m
a
ed
hardcore band on a sta
empty lot. Alex Pennie
play
io
Aud
ge out(just call him Pennie) of
that
me, shaking his head.
be the band’s forte. Last Friday Via
with their unique indie-pop sound
“T
Th
h by Southwest in Austin, Texas filled
happens when you pla hey’re really not bad,” he said, disappointed e Automatic stood beside
Sout
y a fes
on their behalf. That’s
imagination.
what
displayed their touch for imagery and
of Music
The Automatic, howe tival with 1,500 bands, I guess.
met in Boston at the Berklee School
ver
ally
,
actu
ha
e
s
-piec
ma
four
na
York
ged
New
to rise above the drone
and Emo’s, two of Au
This
work
hard
:
way
ion
fash
oldthe
y
stin’s most desirable ven
. They scored gigs at
gotten where they are toda
have
and
,
2003
Stu
in
shows in America. On
also
ue
but
bb
back
ic,
s
’s
du
mus
rin
their
g the festival; not bad
e would think that the
m is conveyed through
for a band’s
se
at the bit to talk all abo
best
and dedication. Via Audio’s unique char
four
hing
watc
like
is
live
play
them
ut it. But that wasn’t reayoung, bright-eyed musicians would be cho first
hing
mping
lly the case.
through their energetic live show. Watc little kicks (and licks) that went back and
“No offense, but we rea
the
lly don’t like interview
vocalist, in a way tha
friends having a good time. Between
ered pop
s,” said Pennie, The
t wa
managed to fit about 7 or 8 high-pow
they
s,
mate
band
the
een
betw
like. I usually end an int s candid but not pretentious. “I don’t thi Automatic’s keyboard and
forth
nk
ing.
a show.’ We’re really no erview by telling the writer, ‘if you want to see they represent what we’re
ping
songs that got the whole crowd mov
her worth from the first song, “Develo
t this
how we really are, com
Front-woman Jessica Martins proved
off, this
e to
It was nearing 7 in the boring.”
ass
cute
her
ing
sing
and
ar,
guit
,
evening, and the thing
keys
about was the air con
wellActive People.” While playing the
these four guys from
dit
and singer Tom Deis carried their
s guilty smile melts hearts. Guitarist the crowd with his soloing abilities that
interview to interview ioning in the tour bus where we sat. They ha Wales seemed most excited
girl’
, wh
ing
d
questions. To be frank ich by their account amounted to repeated spent the day going from
crafted melodies with Jessica while wow r-tapping solo for one song. Bassist David
strings of boring, unins
, I kind of felt bad to
finge
le
n-sty
Hale
Van
ie
Edd
an
be inundating them wi
pired
dance
weary rockers were sof
included
th
t-sp
while busting out some of the goofiest
witnessed in concert the oken and calm, a startling contrast to the more queries. The battleLizmi helped hold down the rhythm pull off.
exp
d
da
los
coul
ion of energy we ha
In an
for “Rock ‘n’ Roll Exces y before. For a moment, it seemed odd tha
moves that others only wish they
s to be in drummer Danny Molad.
t this band won the aw d
s” at
else
But the backbone of the band seem
ne
ard
anyo
Zach Pentel/Hatchet photographer
be
Their show the previo 2006’s Pop Factory Awards.
d
coul
they
of the band agreed if
interview with the Hatchet, the rest
ything.”
cases at South by South us night, however, told an entirely differen
ever
do
Parker
Gispert
of
The
Whigs
sings
to
a
packed
house
at
the
Blender
Bar
at
SXSW
in
Austin,
Texas.
can
“He
use
beca
ny
Dan
be
ld
t
we
forth
in Via Audio beside themselves, it wou
and rock clubs these ban st are notorious for the difficult crowds – story. The larger showed in their show as he went back and
un
Molad’s unique touch for rhythm shin rocking out, while hitting the vocal harmofrom the moment they ds are used to, the audience is decidedly old like the smaller venues
old
stepped out on stage,
er
plain
and more jaded. But
by Brendan Polmer
There are many well-known and pop- (and alcohol), and we got a chance to
with
from killer dance beats to just
they ignited the crowd
phone-on-cord spins a
e to indie perfection. He even switched
. Fro
la
and Zach Pentel
ular bands that play at SXSW every year, interview and write about some really
nies that complemented Jessica’s voic
stacks, even the stodg Roger Daltrey to Pennie’s fearless acrobati m impressive microar and vocals.
iest
cs
Senior Staff Writers
which this year included Iggy Pop and exciting people within the industry. It was
Tom for a song and took lead on guit
By the end, it made pe of industry veterans who turned out for the on top of the speaker
create the unique
rfect sense that they fou
show were transfixed.
their distinct influences together to
g
brin
bers
the
Stooges,
Bloc
Party
and
Kings
of
Leon,
like
being
in
the
movie
about
the
teenage
mem
four
The
station for destroying
to just be called
nd
re
the
since
ms
too
It’s
elv
.
es
time
banned from
ed over
their dru
AUSTIN, Texas – The South by among many others. But there are also Rolling Stone reporter “Almost Famous,”
melodic sound that they have form
the ear of rock
ht
But despite their well-r m set and stripping to their underwear on an English TV
caug
d
d indie-rock. This soun
live television.
eceived shows, it is ha
Southwest music festival is unlike any- hundreds upon hundreds of bands that to be quite honest.
pop, and it’s too fun to just be calle
ing their CD,
fame in the United Sta
hear
r
Afte
rdl
.
year
y
sur
last
pri
Eno,
Jim
sin
,
g that this potential for
tes hasn’t made them
thing else in the world. For four days, it’s only a handful of people know about,
For this year’s festival, we decided to
n’s drummer and producer
Spoo
band
Hi-Fi studio
lic
anything but rookies.
aw
Pub
s
est
Eno’
ruc
at
ks
k.
wee
Back home
After two
It all started around ag
as if the entire music industry from all which is why it is such a great festival for take our coverage of SXSW into the digital
he decided to record their next album.
Houston to
e twelve, when Pennie, n the UK, they are
from
bassist and vocalist Ro
ere
that took place everywh
guita
bin
over the world descends upon downtown bands to get discovered and listened to.
age and go beyond the print edition. As
in Austin, and various other sessions
led “Say
entit
m
“We were friends first,” Hawkins, and drummer Iwan Griffiths beg rist James Frost,
albu
th
leng
full
first
their
g
rdin
an to
said Hawkins, “so it wa
Austin, Texas, for a chance to experience
The music journalist plays a very a “new media” appears to be emerging
hed
Poughkeepsie, the band finished reco
watc
and
show
out together.”
le
s kind of what we did play together.
who
the
the back during
when we hung
all things musical. While it is primar- important role at SXSW. After all, we through the use of the Internet (blogs,
Something.” Eno managed to stand in
At the ages of 20 and
ily geared towards rock music, it is not are the ones responsible for creating the digital pictures and video, sound bytes,
point,
on like a proud father.
many musicians ten yea 21, they have been a band for nearly eight
ciding tours are still tentative at this
years, more than
uncommon for hip-hop, jazz and elec- “buzz” about new and talented artists. etc.) in the professional media realm, we
The album’s release date and any coin They do plan on making it to D.C. soon,
band together for that rs their senior can say for themselves. It’s
labels.
lon
tou
tronic artists to showcase their talents as This is why the festival embraces jour- decided it was time for The Hatchet’s
as they have been talking with record
they left
any other friends,” lau g by any account, but they shrugged it off gh keeping a
band, before the interview was over
the
of
t
spiri
ky
. “We don’t have
ghed Hawkins.
wac
well.
nalists from all over the place, allowing coverage to move in that direction as well
true
the
In
.
ever
sound?
how
a
e
mak
it
does
nd,
In 2005, they found the
arou
s
falls in a forest and no one’
Unlike other music festivals, SXSW for even us small-fry college newspaper and created a SXSW music blog.
tree
a
ms
“If
elv
this;
es
with
wi
us
th
a
ma
artists we spoke with
nager and a record de
sound Via Audio?”
al.
de
is a citywide celebration of music from reporters to apply for press credentials
After returning to our hotel each mornAnd if it does make a sound, is that
gh.
the moment, a comme scribed The Automatic as one of England’s Other British
as they are sure to blow up soon enou and lisband
this
for
nt backed up by their
hottest stars at
all over the world. Austin is considered and photo passes.
out
ing
somewhere
around
3:30
a.m.,
halflook
the
Be on
o
audi
/via
.com
record sales and perfo
legendary BBC 1. One
pace
at www.mys
rman
the live music capital of America, and
of
There was something terribly satisfy- drunk and musically exhausted, we’d sit
Check out Via Audio’s Myspace page the song “Presents.” n
British radio charts. No their singles, “Monster,” recently peaked at ces on the
cially
espe
s,
tune
y
catch
maybe
the
world.
More
than
50
music
w
No
ing
about
covering
this
incredible
event.
down
for
a
nice
early
breakfast
of
French
their
Am
of
.
e
4
eri
on
som
to
can
the
ten
success is in
heading out on the Vans
her
clubs in a single downtown area host live There we were, two 21-year-old kids, toast and eggs at a 24-hour Denny’s with
Warped Tour for the mo their sights as well; they will be
otograp
ha
tchet ph
nth
s
a
jum
of
H
pst
Jul
y,
art
r/
a
ed
tra
e
the
vel
ing festival that
careers of many artists
music from early afternoon well into early being thrown into a press photo pit no our laptops and write away on our fancy
Polm
Ten.
.
With any luck, they’ll
Brendan
Francis
morning, allowing more than 1,500 bands less than 2 feet away from some of our new blog until about 6 a.m., all the while
enjoy the same succes
ig and
d
n
a
–
an
s
a
here that they have in
d probably be banned
and artists to participate.
favorite musical heroes.
posting pictures and uploading video.
een M
u
fro
the
m
UK
a
iq
TV
r
sta
a
tio
n or two.
The Automatic’s debu
ala, M
H
r
Walking
down
the
main
drag
of
6th
We
met
other
reporters
from
profesWe hope you enjoy our hard work
n
e
t
a
rel
eas
lm
V
e,“
Not Accepted
an
on Capitol Records. Vis
an Po
Get more SXSW photos, videos and band proﬁles (plus a day-by-day
Street in downtown Austin during the sional newspapers and magazines, we (and our fun!) as much as we did, and
ht) Nath
es
it www.gwhatchet.com Anywhere,” is available now
y Brend Arts Editor
ig
r
m
b
a
n
to
re
ft
pe
u
g
for
rfo
c
n
rm
(le
a
s
vid
ti
an
b
ce
eo
u
clip
o
int
ib
erv
s.
e
festival, one enters into a cacophony of befriended numerous up-and-coming we’re already looking forward to next
n
iew and live
’s
os
Contr
blog of the festival!) online at www.gwhatchet.com
n a band
ften cho
sounds emanating from every building.
bands through a shared love of music year’s festival coverage. n
bands o refreshing whe c, unique,
re
e
h
w
ti
s
s exo
world , it is alway
s
its name
musical
at sound
s -- In a sell more recorde. For a band th l is everything
a
x
e
T
,
ir
AUSTIN es in order to s of their nam
s
Indian G
s Angele
age
ry, West
selv
a
im
m
in
e
s
e
rd
th
k
o
, the Lo ey could
r
o
y
t
v
ll
fo
o
e
a
n
u
d
ly
n
is
e
u
V
.
so
nit
ed with imagine what th White) a
musical foreign but defi e.
e reckon
y
ly
perhaps – and then som sonic force to b audience to on n Hala and Am ark Lewis)
a
a
g
ts
V
(M
s
is
in
e
r
l
n
it
g
e
a
ir
a
g
su
ian G
rumm
(Nath
the w
ter ride
West Ind presence lures o keyboardists bert James), a d it’s a roller coas er and
by Brendan Polmer
since the re-release of their latest album “Give samplers, they whipped their humble crowd into ally on ecstasy (or both), we were hooked.
about to take the stage at Emo’s. We were
pow
h tw
ally,
t (Ro
stage
and Zach Pentel
sextet’s sound like, wit uitarist/vocalis aandig.) Music thrills, surprise
‘Em All a Big Fat Lip” in September.
a frenzy. Just another testament to how many You would think that after hearing drum
treated to a frenetic drum machine-fueled
ts
p
possibly rancis Ten), a gst (Mariqueen Mrd riffs and soft
Senior
Staff
Writers
underappreciated
bands
are
at
this
festival.
machines
during
40%
of
the
shows
for
three
set fueled with live horns and percusm
e
tt
a
nd
bassist (F d female vocali and downs, ha
Artist: 28costumes (Liverpool, England)
days we would be tired of it, but Lesbians
sion that made for one hell of a dance
’s, the ba ever experi0
6
ly
r
a
a
s
e
p
n
in the
ey’ve
and a le psychedelic u
AUSTIN,
Texas
–
Of
all
the
bands
we
saw
r
Genre:
Rock
Artist:
Exit
Clov
(Washington,
D.C.)
on
Ecstasy
brought
the
rock.
party. Unfortunately, the band took the
th
la
s
u
e
p
c
o
la
p
through rical melodies. f acid that was ey, perhaps to p
this year at South by Southwest in Austin, Web site: www.myspace.com/28costumes
Genre: Rock
stage 15 minutes late, and the sound guy
terview
in
n
o
n
ly
a
r
e
y
u
p
catch
said in p their live
Texas, the following bands had the biggest We caught 28costumes at the Liverpool Live Web site: www.exitclov.com
er a ty n a musical jo
Artist: Christian Scott (New York, N.Y.)
wasn’t receptive to the crowd’s demands
ft
d
a
n
a
d
b
e
e
u
m
Na
ners o
ther, th try to change ll depends
o
te
impression
on
us.
They
either
made
us
dance,
showcase
on
Saturday
afternoon,
not
really
knowAfter
playing
their
third
set
in
one
day
at
SXSW
Web
site:
www.christianscott.net
for “ONE-MORE-SONG! ONE-MOREs
n
li
a
e
ir
k
e
a
ys
y li
to take thfore.
cry, giggle or a combination of all of these, so ing quite what to expect. The quartet rocked the on Saturday night, guitarist (and GW alum) Genre: Jazz
is exactl t that they alwa ncis Ten said. “It
SONG!” at the end of their set.
ip
tr
e
id
s
b
c
a
e
a
r
enced
Talib
check ‘em out online and look for them live house, combining fierce party-guitar licks with Aaron Leeder said it best; “We’re fucking tired!” Every now and then, it’s nice to step back
like no uth by Southw how,” bassist F ing things.”
r
t
fo
s
t
ju
e
s
d
An
f chang d an opening ows. A bit
et at So up at every s
in a town near you.
bombshell British hooks. One highlight of their Based in D.C., the band is continuing to tour from the non-stop Rock and Roll and take
Artist: MuteMath (New Orleans, La.)
e Hatch
e
s kind o
h
with Th try to switch it ut we’re alway dian Girl play ever college s nvince the
show was when they pulled out their toy key- around the US after their SXSW appearance. in something completely different. Not that
Web site: www.mutemath.com
e
o
t
b
In
s
c
,
r
W
t
“
sets.
ur set is go today, Wes one of their fi nd was able to
Artist:
Grace
Potter
and
the
Nocturnals
o
boards
to
play
pre-loaded
midi
lullabies
along
Having
described
their
music
as
“kaleidoscopic
there’s
anything
wrong
with
tight
jeans
Genre: Rock
g
n
lo
on how ost one year a pring Fling – y a solid set a to the music. aid, “so we
(Waitsfield, Vt.)
with snoring sound effects.
pop noir,” the band plays a multitude of instru- and long-haired hipsters … A New Orleans
Vocalist Paul Meany flipped over (yes,
S
la
s
in
p
l
t
a
e
ig
to
u
Alm
g
d
’s ann nd managed
Genre: Rock/Soul
ments - including guitars, drums, cowbells, vio- native, Christian Scott is a jazz trumpeter
flipped over) his keyboard so hard that
et and riqueen Maan one a few colW
fe
G
ir
t
e
a
th
a
Kweli at first, the b
st Ma
e’ve d
up on
li
t
a
Web
site:
www.gracepotter.com
W
e
Artist:
The
Binary
Marketing
Show
(Carboro,
lins
and
synthesizers
–
all
the
while
highlighting
based
in
New
York
with
a
kick-ass
band
that
he broke it – and after his poor tech manc
“
g
o
.
e
v
to
c
,”
nervous at sparse crowd d college show s, freaked-out fa
For those of you who caught Grace Potter N.C.)
the vocal prowess of identical twin singers Emily encompasses an intensive, brooding tone.
aged to hotwire it back on amongst the
th physio
b
n
h
u
n
o
o
w
c
v
w
e
e
r
s
som
s a ne r hearts.”
ve gro
s our
and
the
Nocturnals
at
GW’s
Spring
Fling
e
a
Genre:
Electro-Experimental-Pop-Rock
and
Susan
Hsu.
Scott
plays
the
hell
out
of
his
Gillespie-style
on-stage chaos, Meany proceed to jump
a
k
h
a
w
y
t
m
e
a
e
h
th
“T
hat,
ke–” Sh s are still in ou the band says
w
li
e
last
year,
opening
up
for
Talib
Kweli,
you
f
Web
site:
www.myspace.com/thebinarymarkettrumpet,
exploding
each
note
into
his
microall over it again. By our count, they broke
m
o
o
d
s
pand
were kince, but you guy show at GW,
should know how insanely talented and ingshow
Artist: Lesbians phone with ferocious energy. And Scott’s
two microphone stands, one floor tom,
ble to ex athan Van Hala,
a
d
n
e
e
in
s
e
b
im
s
lege
songs
nd has eyboardist N
ir accla
lovely
this
young
woman
is.
With
a
solid
e
With
the
sole
on
Ecstasy
band
is
just
as
amazing
as
their
frontman.
at least one microphone, and of course
u
e
o
th
s
m
a
e
e
s
c
th
Sin
so
g
y.
y,” k
f the
rock band (The Nocturnals) to back her intention of find(Montreal,
the keyboard. By some stroke of luck,
musicall a sixth member, e have sonicall on. It’s a lot o bit bored playin s
d
n
a
y
ll
ti
d
ca
little
hat w
soun
up, Potter enchants her audience with ing a bathroom
evolu
added
Quebec)
Artist: El-P (Brooklyn, N.Y.)
however, the Keytar stayed intact – and
“We’ve ur options of w een a natural e kind of get a livering it so it
w
b
e
a
perfect
rock/soul
voice
that
has
been
o
and
drinking
Web
site:
www.
Web
site:
www.definitivejux.net/jukies/elhe shamelessly rocked it for the rest of
d
s
’s
s
g
,
e
it
it
in
u
g
d
t,
expan ther than tha f tweaking. I g ways of doin
compared to Janis Joplin and Aretha more cheap PBR,
lezziesonx.com
p/
the set. The whole band is terrifyingly
now, actu
t
o
le
O
n
b
“
d
re
.
ta
re
r
fe
id
ti
sa
comfo
er get
Franklin, all the while playing keys on we found ourfind dif
y
Genre:
Electronic
Genre:
Hip-Hop/Rap
talented at their respective instruments,
v
ll
t
e
s
a
n
ju
re
e
e
e
w
but
s so w
d. We’r
g
n
n
.
a
full-size
Hammond
B3
Organ.
a
o
selves
inside
an
On
another
whim,
A
true
hero
of
the
underground
hip-hop
but they didn’t let their technical prowess
b
id
s
a
r
e
s
te
Ten
tigh
the sam
extremely small
we decided that scene, Brooklyn-based rapper El-P rocked
overpower Meany’s hooky songwriting.
s better,” yed a solid set to
’re just a
d
e
n
W
u
“
.”
o
,
s
h
d
s
t
fre
adde
o it jus Indian Girl pla stin.
ig
s
Artist:
The
Whigs
(Athens,
Ga.)
makeshift
club
this
particular
the
back
room
at
Red
Eye
Fly,
thoroughly
,
d
s
n
a
w
a
o
h
M
s
est
on
Au
Genre: Rock
lot more
with the Austinband was too confusing the greasy indie-pop kids who
Artist: Andrew Bird (Chicago, Ill.)
FRO, W
ouse in
in 2004
played a ypool and MO l Divine’s Freeh lbum released they say
ally.”
e
’v
e
w
Web site: www.thewhigs.com
based
quartet
unique to pass up, were expecting to see something a bit
Web site: www.andrewbird.net
,
la
h
a
a
C
ic
p
d
s
h
O
e
le
w
t
“Plus
L
it
,
a
r
-t
up fo turday night
record
st self
g
r
Seeing
The
Whigs
play
at
the
Blender
fi
w
in
Binary
Marketing
based
entirely
on
more
obscure
and/or
inaccessible.
Sorry
Genre: Rock/Pop
e
n
ir
n
e
e
p
a
th
a
O
ing
nS
ith
just
Bar at SXSW was like having a reli- Show setting up
house o
their name. Their guys, he doesn’t care that your Chucks
The ubiquitous Andrew Bird held his
uccess w
on record
id Ten, “
a
s
,”
g
a packedband enjoyed s ntly working
en doin
gious
experience
–
for
those
of
us
to
play.
The
crowd
rapid
set
drew
are
vintage.
A
founder
of
Definitive
Jux
own in front of the curious but unfamiliar
e
re
b
r
e
u
c
.
’v
The
y
e
a
, and is metime in M that’s what w
s
k
whose
religion
is
Rock
and
Roll.
Brendan
Polmer/Hatchet
photographer
r
consisted
of
ourequally
from
The
(Aesop
Rock,
Mr.
Liff),
El-P
has
been
Stubbs crowd, and played a wonderful
e
lw
d so
but
SW
Astra
For only having three members, the selves, about 10
e finishe ainful process,
Pixies and LCD doing what he does best for over a decade, (top) Brother Ali and (bottom) Lesbians on Ecstasy.
set assisted by Dosh (one-man-band on
w at SX est
b
o
h
ld
s
u
o
ir
e
h
p
s
ng,
g.”
om th samples of W
fr
band
can
certainly
deliver
a
very
loyal
fans,
and
S
o
u
n
d
s
y
s
t
e
m
,
beginning
his
career
and
releasing
his
first
drums
and keys from Minneapolis, MN.)
s
p
li
“It’s a lo s and recordin ed.
c
to
lus
energetic and very loud show, all what appeared
com. n
add
o, listen
and
although record at age 17.
Admittedly, Bird is best seen in an intishow
rview, p
playing blogging!” he et’s video inte atchet.com. Als .westindiangirl.
the while keeping it musical and to be the singer’s
we cannot attest
mate club rather than a massive outdoor
ww
Genre: Rock/Dance
.gwh
“And ut the Hatch
site at w
at www
coherent. Named one of Rolling parents; but with
to whether they Artist: Architecture in Helsinki (Melbourne, Having decided to roam around and find a venue, but he didn’t disappoint as he looped
Brendan Polmer/Hatchet photographer
Check o het SXSW blog g on their Web
atc
Stone’s “10 Artists to Watch” in 2006, The a flurry of drum Jazz musician and New Orleans native Christian Scott were lesbians or Australia)
ir blo
random club to wander into, we found that his violin and guitar licks over his excellent
on The Hirl and read the
Whigs have been increasingly gaining popularity machines
and
if
they
were
actuWeb
site:
www.architectureinhelsinki.com
G
n
none other than Architecture in Helsinki was whistling skills. n
plays
at
SXSW.
ia
d
In

t
h
g
i
l
t
o
p
S
Artist

l
r
i
G
n
a
i
d
West In

Of all the music we heard: the best of South by Southwest 2007

10 Thursday, March 22, 2007

The GW Hatchet

Arts

BARbelle
The Reef

2446 18th St. N.W.
Before a barrage of rain, sleet and snow pushed
us back into a wintry mix last week, it was warm
enough for Colonials in D.C. for Spring Break
to imagine, briefly, that they were really getting
bombed in the Bahamas or crunked in Cancun.
It was warm enough for us not to feel too bad for
turning away a stumbling drunk frat grad who
showed up on our doorstep at one in the morning
looking for Kappa Sig – twice.
Last Tuesday, it was warm enough for us to
wander up through Dupont and Adam’s Morgan,
getting carded for Jack Daniel’s ice cream at Larry’s
(delicious) and contemplating a long-overdue tour
of the Founding Church of Scientology (dangerous). Then we passed the only thing that could
have pulled us in from the springtime weather,
one word chalked onto a sign outside The Reef:
KARAOKE.
I had been to The Reef once before, on a summer weekend when the three-story joint was so
packed you were forced to sip your beer smack
in the middle of a sweaty clubber and a spooked
clownfish. The Reef’s décor has always seemed
a bit strange to me – the huge sea coral structures that flank the bar, the aquarium-sandwiched
booths, and the water-swirled skylight all add up
to something that approximates a washed-up 70s
casino, not a hip Adams Morgan joint with a line
spilling onto 18th Street. And when the place is
crowded, the marine theme borders are unnerving
– as much as I dislike the close-pressed flesh and
the bass-heavy soundtrack, I imagine the starfish
find it positively horrifying.
But on this unseasonably warm night, the bar

was comfortably busy, the PBR was $3 and even
the fish seemed to have a certain swagger in their
swim. And while I’m sure the impersonations of
Kanye and Alanis couldn’t have done much for
the sea life, the people folk were hooked from the
first warbling notes of “Don’t Stop Believin’.” As
it turns out, The Reef’s got a cultish karaoke following on Tuesdays; the 9:30 to 1:30 shift draws
its good share of regulars, from an older guy
who does a lounge-act Bobby Darrin to a flirty
30-something who gives early Madonna a run for
her money.
The Reef’s got thousands of songs to choose
from – there are four full pages of Elvis tunes, and
we heard everything from a whole-hearted “You
Oughta Know” to a screeching frat boy version of
“Say My Name.” A friend and I took an ill-fated
try at Tina Turner’s “Private Dancer.” But whatever you choose, get your request slips in fast – the
line’s backed up for the full four hours.
I will never understand why people wait in
lines for this place on nights when you do not
get to make everyone else listen to how good
your Eddie Vedder impersonation has gotten
since Jeremy spoke in class (it’s gotten like, really,
really good). But Cancun be damned, sitting
under a tank of sad fish with a PBR in one hand
and a piece of paper committing yourself to sing
Eddie Murphy’s underappreciated 1985 foray into
music, “Party all the Time,” in another, The Reef
starts to look like a pretty good place to spring
break. n

Bar Belle Rating

$5 - $10 - $20
AN ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE FOR THE
CASH-STRAPPED COLLEGE STUDENT
If you have

$5

Pocket it and head to
Marvin Center Continental
Ballroom Sunday at 7 p.m.
for a screening of “Blood
Diamond.” Honestly, we’re
rather sure that this film
speaks as eloquently to the
issue of conflict rocks as,
say, Kanye West or Lupe
Fiasco (everybody knows
“Diamonds from Sierra
Leone (Remix),” but check
out “Conflict Diamonds”
to make your head spin).
That said, we hear it’s pretty
good.

If you have

$10

Borrow four more because
the circus is in town.
Ringling Bros. and Barnum
& Bailey Circus comes
to Verizon Center today
through Sunday, and you
really don’t want to miss it.
The Hendersons will dance
and sing as Mr. Kite flies
through the ring ... oh wait,
wrong show. But, there will
be elephants and everybody
knows how awesome elephants are. Just beware of
the clowns. Not that clowns
terrify us or anything.

If you have

$20

Take the red line to the
Grosvenor-Strathmore station tonight and wander
in to the Music Center
at Strathmore for some a
capella goodness from
Rockapella (see, it’s funny
because it sounds like “a
capella”…). We haven’t
actually heard from these
guys since those Folgers
commercials a decade or so
ago, but come on, they were
pretty sweet on “Where in
the World is Carmen San
Diego?”, right?
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March opposes Iraq War

SHERMAN

Thousands of
activists travel
to the Pentagon

“While the other college
journalists were twiddling
their thumbs, Jake and I were
hanging out with people like
ESPN analyst Andy Katz and
Washington Post columnist
Mike Wise because Jake had
gone out and made friends
with them,” Dempster said.
“I’m sure he’ll bring the same
kind of approach to being editor in a year when he will have
to forge a relationship with a
new university president.”
Sherman said building
a strong connection with
University
President-elect
Steven Knapp is a high priority, but he also wants to reach
out to the larger GW community during his tenure. He
said he wants to increase the
newspaper ’s transparency by
hosting open houses and getting community feedback on
the newspaper through readership surveys.
“I think there is distrust
between The Hatchet and the

by Catherine Villnave
Senior Staff Writer
Thousands of protesters
marched to the Pentagon Saturday
afternoon to oppose the Iraq War
and mark the fourth anniversary
of the country’s invasion, which
was Tuesday.
The demonstration began at
the Lincoln Memorial, crossed the
Memorial Bridge and ended at the
Pentagon’s north wall. It followed
the path of the historic Oct. 21,
1967 Vietnam War protest march to
the Pentagon, in which nearly 700
protesters were arrested. Five protesters were arrested on Saturday,
according to the Washington Post.
Act Now to Stop War and End
Racism Coalition, a mass action
political resistance organization
made up of hundreds of smaller
organizations, coordinated the
activity.
The protesters, ranging from
veterans to local high school students, were met at several points
by counter-protesters. Though
minor scuffles occurred between
the two sides, no major fights were
reported.

JSTREET
from p. 1
Lindsay said venue hours
are continually being reevaluated, and that the hours are
not set in stone. This year
Sodexho took over food venue
operations after Aramark
backed out of a University
contact last year.
Student feedback is valued when making decisions
about venues, he said, and
students should feel they
can share opinions with the
administration through the

While many speakers and
participants called on Congress
to impeach President George W.
Bush, the activists were also angry
at the newly-elected Democratic
majority for not coming to a decision on the Iraq War. Prominent
speakers at the event included
anti-war activist Cindy Sheehan,
former U.S. Attorney General
Ramsey Clark and U.S. Rep.
Cynthia McKinney (D-Ga.).
“We are shocked that the
Democratic majority in Congress
chose war over us as we say, ‘bring
our troops home now,’” McKinney
said. She has spoken at several
anti-war events and previously
introduced articles of impeachment against President Bush and
other administration officials in
the House of Representatives.
The march left the Lincoln
Memorial at 1 p.m. and reached
the Pentagon by 2 p.m. Protesters
continued to stream into both the
Pentagon area and the Lincoln
Memorial into the late afternoon,
but the cold and windy weather
cut short several activities.
An informal group of veteran’s
organizations called the Gathering
of Eagles brought veterans to D.C.
to show support for Bush and
the troops and to protect the war
memorials from vandalism. Police
officers set up metal detectors
to screen visitors to the Vietnam
Veteran’s Memorial to ensure it
did not suffer any damage during
the march.

The counter-protesters lined
Constitution Avenue near the
Lincoln Memorial staging area,
chanting “USA” taunting the antiwar demonstrators.
While there were students
participating in the protest, some
speakers singled out today’s
youth for being apathetic compared to that of the Vietnam era.
John Ferguson, a student studying in D.C. this semester from
Furman University in South
Carolina, said he thought the
mix of generations was a positive
aspect to the event.
“I thought it was going to be
only students here, but I think it’s
better to see the diversity of age
groups,” he said.
Freshman Graham Ellis, of
Johns Hopkins University, said
the passion of the counter-protesters was one of the more poignant
parts of the day.
“I thought it was interesting
to see those who were protesting
... just seeing the juxtaposition of
the two groups fighting for their
causes,” Ellis said.
Like many students attending the march, Ellis was able to
travel into D.C. from his school
in Baltimore because the protest
occurred during his spring break.
For his companion Rebecca Baird,
who paid her own way from the
University of Illinois, the reasoning was much simpler.
Baird said, “I’m a student. It’s
my duty to be here.” n

Dining Services Commission.
Carl Foy, the manager of
dining services for Sodexho,
said decisions come down to
basic economics.
“It’s basically supply and
demand,” she said. “If there
was more supply for service,
then we would provide more.”
Foy said venue hours are
normally cut as it gets closer
to the summer and business
starts to slow.
But on Wednesday, some
students said they were
angry about the cut in hours,
especially at WOW Wingery,
which used to close at midnight and is now closing two

hours earlier.
“That was the point – that
it was open later and has
a sports bar atmosphere. I
always went there until midnight and then headed over
to the Starbucks in Gelman,”
said Stephanie Gardner, a
junior.
The Gelman Starbucks is
open 24 hours a day for a 90day trial period.
Wendy’s did not change
its hours and is open until 11
p.m. Monday through Friday
and until 10 p.m. on the weekends. n
–David Ceasar contributed
to this report.

Keep up with breaking news online @

from p. 6

student body, and one of my
goals is to rebuild that trust.
We want to show that we are
part of the community and
that we do care,” he said.
The incoming editor in
chief also has much internal
work ahead of him in writer and editor development.
Many of The Hatchet’s editors
will graduate this year, leaving spots open for top positions in several sections of the
newspaper.
Mike Shanahan, one of
Sherman’s past journalism
professors and a member
of The Hatchet’s Board of
Directors, has confidence in
his student but said the job
won’t be easy.
“I think he’s going to have
some challenges because The
Hatchet has very few experienced seniors next year,”
Shanahan said. “He’s going
to have to be a real leader and
developer of talent.”
Lacking writing and editing experience at The Hatchet
outside of sports will not make
his job difficult, Sherman
said.
He served as a metro news

reporter in summer 2006 for
The Journal News of White
Plains, N.Y., which featured
11 front-page articles by the
then-20-year-old. One large
story he covered was of a bus
monitor who allegedly beat
three developmentally disabled adults with a belt.
Much of Sherman’s writing
skills were acquired last year
when editor in chief Michael
Barnett worked through and
edited the sports editor ’s stories with him. Barnett, who
– like Sherman – is known for
his at-times brash outspokenness, said his protégé has a lot
of passion for his work.
“I think the things that
stood out most were his enthusiasm and dedication. These
are the kinds of things that
are great to have as an editor
because they’re infectious,” he
said.
Barnett, who is a newspaper reporter on the TexasMexico border, added: “I think
he’s the latest in a long run
of people who have given all
they can to The Hatchet.” n
–David Ceasar contributed
to this report.
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Pending Va. legislation protects suicidal students
Sponsor used
Nott case to
lobby for bill

by Alexa Millinger
Hatchet Staff Writer
A proposed law that would prohibit public universities in Virginia
from expelling students solely on the
basis of suicidal behavior is nearing
approval.
The bill, which was unanimously
passed by the Virginia state legislature
in mid-February, is the first of its kind
in the country. In addition to banning
universities from expelling suicidal
students, the law would also require
universities to implement policies to
help troubled students get help.
In fall 2004, former GW sophomore Jordan Nott alleged he was sus-

pended from school and barred from
campus because he told a University
counselor that he had general
thoughts of suicide. He filed a civil
suit against the school and numerous
administrators alleging that GW’s
policies discriminate against those
with mental illness. Nott and the
University settled out of court for an
undisclosed sum of money.
Although the bill does not directly affect GW because the University’s
Virginia campus is private, the legislation’s sponsor has used the example
of Nott in justifying the law’s necessity. Virginia Delegate Al Eisenberg
(D-Arlington) said he decided the law
was necessary after reading about the
number of college students who commit suicide each year.
“I was appalled by certain colleges that thought it was reasonable
to expel these kids at the worst possible time,” Eisenberg said.
He said the new law would force
universities to aid mentally-ill stu-

dents rather than abandon them.
“We want the universities to
devise policies that would help students be directed towards mental
help professionals as opposed to
neglecting them,” he said. The bill
does specify university policies to aid
students; that is left up to their individual discretion.
Eisenberg said he was surprised
by the amount of support the bill had
among Virginia universities and is
confident that Governor Tim Kaine
will sign the bill into law.
GW Director of Media Relations
Tracy Schario said despite Eisenberg’s
claims, GW was in compliance with
the law in the Nott case.
“(The Nott incident) was not one
act, and what the proposed Virginia
law said is you cannot be thrown
out wholly for seeking mental health
or threatening to commit suicide,”
Schario said.
She added that Nott even admitted his behavior was part of a broad-

er pattern. “Unfortunately, these
situations are not black and white,”
Schario said.
The law will not affect the way universities operate, Schario explained,
because the Department of Education

“I was appalled by certain
colleges that thought it
was reasonable to expel
these kids at the worst
possible time.”
AL EISENBERG

VIRIGINIA DELEGATE

and the Americans with Disabilities
Act already prohibit students from
being, “penalized or expelled solely
for attempting to commit suicide, or

seeking mental-health treatment for
suicidal thoughts or behaviors,” she
said quoting the Virginia law.
Schario said that similar policies
at GW already address this issue.
Officials are mulling a new policy
that would make asking a student to
leave because of endangerment an
administrative rather than judicial
issue. She said the new policy should
take effect this fall.
The specifics of the Nott case are
private under the settlement GW
and Nott made Nov. 2. In a press
release after the settlement, Nott
said he hoped his fight against the
University would cause change in the
way schools approach mental health
treatment.
Nott said, “I hope that this difficult experience will result in positive
changes in how student mental health
issues are handled at campuses across
the country.” n
–Kaitlyn Jahrling contributed to this
report.
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EMBASSY OF SPAIN
OFFICE OF EDUCATION AND SCIENCE

1000 Teacher Assistant Grants

in schools in Spain for the 2007-2008 school year
for US recent graduates or last year
university students

Application deadline: April 16
Further information at:
http://www.mec.es/sgci/usa/
norteamericanos@mec.es
or call 202-728-2335

Ryder Haske/Hatchet photographer

Public relations professionals discuss the changing medium of the ﬁlm industry in a panel in
Funger Hall March 2. More than 60 students attended the panel, which was sponsored by Inﬂuence PR, a student organization.

Students practice PR
Group works
with WMBA
team, charity

Department of Political Science

ELECTABILITY
Fordham University presents
its one-year master’s program
in New York City

ELECTIONS and
CAMPAIGN
MANAGEMENT
Master the art of electioneering.
Learn polling, strategy, fundraising
and targeting from top academics
and leading political professionals.
For more information, call or
visit us online.

by Frank Broomell
Hatchet Staff Writer
Influence PR may not have
any multi-million dollar clients
like the firms it emulates, but this
recently formed, student-run public relations group aims to provide
its members with hands-on experience that will help them succeed
in a competitive job market after
graduation.
Senior James Walker and
juniors John Trybus and Anna
Kuhn worked together to start the
organization last year. Influence
PR had its first informal meeting last April and the group was
officially recognized as a student
organization at the start of this
academic year.

“GW lacked an outlet to talk
about issues in the field (of public relations) and our own understanding of it,” Trybus said.
Influence PR’s three founding members each began looking
into starting a student-run public
relations group independent of
one another. The founders met
one another with the help of a
Professor Scott Talan and Director
of Media Relations Tracy Schario.
Walker, the group’s president,
said he, Trybus and Kuhn originally wanted to start a GW chapter of the Public Relations Student
Society of America, but because
none of GW’s schools met the
society’s public relations curriculum requirements, the three cofounders embarked on a new plan
to create their own organization.
With the help of adviser and
part-time communications professor Scott Talan, Influence PR has
flourished in its short-lived existence. In less than one year from its
founding date, Influence PR has
recruited 40 members.
He added that recent Influence

PR projects include working with
the WNBA’s Washington Mystics
to produce an advertising campaign aimed at attracting more
students to games, spreading the
word through press releases and
advisories about an event hosted by Film Your Issue, planning
launch campaigns for two studentrun magazines as well as working
with Postcards for Katrina, a charitable organization
Influence PR also aims to help
its members secure internships in
the public relations sector, Walker
said, adding that internship experience is one of the most important
factors potential employers look
at.
“We are looking for public relations experience in entry-level people,” said Devra Dutton, human
resources generalist for Ogilvy
Public Relations Worldwide.
Ogilvy has 60 offices, including seven in the United States,
and the company’s diverse roster of clients includes the federal
See PR, p. 14
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Doctor studies calcium
Research eases
concerns about
calcium eﬀects
by Jacqueline Salame
Hatchet Reporter
Aging women may be more
confident taking vitamin and element supplements after a GW
doctor completed a comprehensive seven-year study.
Women have been commonly advised to ensure they get
enough calcium and vitamin D
as they age, but there have also
been warnings over negative cardiovascular side effects.
As part of a study with more
than 160,000 participants, Judith
Hsia tried to tackle concerns
about negative health effects of
supplement vitamins and minerals.
“It doesn’t get any bigger
than this,” said Hsia about the
size of the research pool. Hsia is a
cardiologist at GW Hospital who
is the principal investigator for
the Women’s Health Initiative,
a 15-year national health study
researching disease prevention
in postmenopausal women.
The work is unique, as it
is the largest and longest lasting study ever to be conducted
concerning the effects of calcium
supplementation on the heart
and bones. Focusing on a subgroup of 36,282 of 161,000 WHI
participants aged 50 to 79, the
study sought to determine if calcium increased or decreased cardiovascular problems.
In past studies, calcium had
been found to lower blood pressure and help women maintain
weight control, thus decreasing
risk factors of heart disease. On
the other hand, it was also well
known that calcium build-up
in the coronary arteries, called
calcification, could lead to heart
disease.
In Hsia’s study, which
spanned seven years, half the
subgroup was assigned to take
500 mg of calcium carbonate
along with vitamin D, and the
other half was assigned a placebo. The results of the study
affirmed that women who took
more calcium and vitamin D
supplements did not increase
their risk for heart disease or

Nick Gingold/assistant photo editor

Doctor Judith Hsia, a cardiologist, conducted a seven-year study on
health effects of supplemental vitamins and minerals.
strokes. However, the study did low in saturated fat, not smoknot prove that calcium supple- ing, getting cholesterol checked
mentation decreased the risk of and keeping blood pressure
heart disease either.
under control.
“The results of the study
She emphasizes that women
should be reassuring to women should begin monitoring their
because there was no evidence health as early as possible. “You
to support that calcium and can even acquire good habits
vitamin D supplements would starting in college ... at age 21
increase risk of heart disease,” everyone should know their choHsia said.
lesterol profile,” she said.
The
American
Heart
Hsia, who received her docAssociation, which published the tor of medicine degree from
results of Hsia’s calcium and vita- the University of Illinois, commin D trial in February 2007 in its pleted her internship at Tuftsjournal, “Circulation,” said that New England Medical Center.
the study did not have the last say She came to GW to complete
on the issue of supplements.
a fellowship in 1984, is board
Laura McGinnis, a represen- certified in Cardiovascular
tative for the American Heart Disease and Internal Medicine
Association said that the study and has been a professor in the
“opens an important dialogue” on GW Medical Center since 1986.
women’s cardiovascular health.
Today, while she practices cardi“Women approaching or ology, Hsia stays involved with
undergoing menopause are the WHI and research concernencouraged to take calcium ing women’s health.
According to its mission
supplements to reduce their risk
for osteoporosis ... On its own, statement, WHI is “one of the
this study is not enough for the most definitive, far reaching proAmerican Heart Association to grams of research on women’s
change its guidelines regarding health in the U.S.” with 40 cliniheart disease in women,” she cal centers at universities across
the country including GW,
said.
Hsia explained that women Stanford, Northwestern, Brown
should not stop taking these sup- and Emory.
Other WHI research in which
plements, however, as the benefits include lowering blood pres- Hsia has been involved includes
sure and increasing bone density. an estrogen and progestin trial.
However, Hsia warned, women It found that women who took a
cannot expect supplements to act particular combination of estroas substitutes for healthy life- gen and progestin suffered from
styles. Instead she insists that the more heart attacks, strokes, blood
best way to protect the heart and clots and breast cancer than those
bones is through eating a diet who took a placebo. n

News

VAN
from p. 1
the men arrive at the window to
receive socks, gloves and donuts.
“People that don’t want to talk
to you, they can be dangerous,”
she said. “So you have to leave
them alone.”
She added that it is important
to try to talk to everyone, regardless of their condition.
“I keep a smile on my face. I’m
walking with God as my protector, so you just have faith in Him
and you know nothing is going to
happen to you,” Barton said.
As she looks out the window,
Barton reflects on her most memorable experience in her 25 years
riding in the van. Seven years ago,
she said, she picked up a man
whose clothes were frozen to the
ground and was dying of hypothermia. Though she saved his
life, he now curses at her when she
offers help.
“I used to sit around and
wonder why they don’t want my
help,” she said. “And after a while
you get to know them, and they
have a mental condition. That’s
why they don’t want your help.”
At 8:30 p.m., the van pulls up
to the Superior Court House, and
Barton goes inside to speak with
Pricilla, an elderly woman taking
refuge from the cold. Barton has
known Pricilla for many years and
has repeatedly tried to convince
her to sleep in shelters.
“She won’t go, because these
guards are treating her so nice,” she
said as she leaves the courthouse.
“I looked at that lady and I wanted
to scoop her up in this van!”
The District has more than
500 shelters where impoverished
residents can live for free. Drug
addicts, Barton explained, often
risk their lives on the streets
because they have to stay sober
in shelters.
“That’s their business, what
they do. We’ve got to service them,”
she said, referring to the drug use.
“They can’t take their pipes in (the
shelters), and they aren’t going to
give up their pipes.”
Soon the van pulls up to a large
tent covered in snowy blankets
located near the Greyhound bus
station. Less than a block from a
warm shelter, men inside the cold

PR
from p. 12
government, Pizza Hut, American
Idol, BP oil and Jackson Hewitt.
Dutton said a student pub-
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Eugene Evans, 31, rides in the hypothermia van to get to the
Adams Place shelter across town. The streets, he said, are a
better environment than his home.
tent ignite lighters. Barton said staying in unpredictable shelters
later they were smoking crack.
can sometimes be dangerous.
A man – foam dripping from
“Just being away from (my
his mouth – eventually approach- family) is better,” said Evans, who
es the van and takes three pairs of was the only person who accepted
gloves. When the van pulls away a ride to a shelter. “Ever since I
from what Barton calls “tent city,” left the area, it’s been better for
she said the gloves will probably me. When I was (at home), I was
be sold for more drugs.
frustrated.”
On 12th and G streets, a homeServices
such
as
the
less man named Eugene Evans, Hypothermia Van, Evans added,
31, enters the van and asks to make the District a unique place
be taken to Adams Place shelter. to be homeless.
Relaxing in the back of the warm
“It’s a lot of people from all
van, he says he lives on the streets over the United States,” he said
because there was too much drug of the indigent population in
use in his family’s house. The cold Washington. “And they say the
street, he says, is a better environ- service for the homeless (in D.C.)
ment than his home – although is better than any other state.” n
lic relations group is a great
idea, adding that “even just
the networking, and the hints
and tips on classes and jobs are
helpful.”
Influence PR also takes networking seriously and holds
events and panel discussions

through the Career Center, Walker
said. Topics have included the current state of public relations, and
the digital aspect of public relations.
Walker added that, “We’re
students coming together and
showing initiative.” n
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GW makes third straight NCAA appearance
by Andrew Alberg
Senior Staff Writer

A 74-44 loss to Vanderbilt
in the ﬁrst round of the NCAA
tournament concluded an upand-down year for the GW men’s
basketball team. A year removed
from the most successful season
in University history was billed
by head coach Karl Hobbs as a
“rebuilding year,” but in the end,
the squad set history by reaching the NCAA tournament for
the third consecutive season after
winning the Atlantic 10 tournament.
GW received what appeared
to be a good draw in the NCAA
tournament: An 11 seed and a
ﬁrst-round match-up with struggling Vanderbilt in Sacramento.
During the week leading up to
the game, the media focused on
Vanderbilt’s proclivity to shoot
three-pointers and GW’s newand-improved trapping defense.
GW was about a three-point underdog and many experts predicted the Colonials to ride a wave of
momentum and beat a struggling
Commodore team.
It did not quite work out
that way. After just four minutes,
GW trailed 7-0, enough to force
them to play catch-up unsuccessfully for the rest of the loss. The
press that had forced A-10 opponents into turnovers was useless
against Vanderbilt players, who
broke the defense down systematically by moving the ball before
GW players could get to them, a
strategy Hobbs called “perfect.”
The numbers are ugly: the
Colonials shot just 27.1 percent,
turned the ball over 20 times and
never led. No player scored more
than Travis King’s nine points.
Senior Carl Elliott shot just two
for nine in his last game, while
junior Maureece Rice scored just
three points and missed eight of
nine shots.
“We fell behind very, very
quickly and that pretty much put
us on our heels for the rest of the
game,” Hobbs said after the loss.
Vanderbilt junior Shan Foster,
who had 18 points, said the Commodores had a set game plan going into the contest.
“We realized if we just took
care of the ball, we were going to
get any shot we wanted,” Foster
said.
But in the A-10 tournament
in Atlantic City, N.J., the Colonials seemed to get any shot they

JUMPSTORY

No ofﬁcial
interest in
Hobbs
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wanted. With only one Top 50
RPI win to its record, GW knew
it needed to win the tournament
to gain admission to the NCAA’s
later that month. That’s just what
they did. The Colonials were
both lucky and good during the
tournament – lucky to avoid having to play Xavier and Massachusetts, the teams ranked above the
Colonials, good at playing with a
newfound intensity.
After receiving a bye in the
ﬁrst round, GW unveiled a new
trapping defense in beating Saint
Joseph’s 58-48 in the second
round of the tournament. The

Colonials held Saint Louis to just
over 30 percent shooting in a 6040 win the next night, setting up
a favorable ﬁnals match-up with
Rhode Island. The Rams failed to
slow what had become a freight
train loaded with momentum
and, after being picked to ﬁnish
ﬁfth in preseason polls, GW won
its second-ever A-10 title 78-69.
Senior Dokun Akingbade,
whose inconsistent play seemed
to coincide with GW’s level of
play during the season, had 15
points and nine rebounds in the
win. Rice was named the tournament’s Most Outstanding Player.

Senior Dokun Akingbade dunks during GW’s championship run in the Atlantic 10 Championship in Atlantic City,
N.J. (left). Carl Elliott cuts down the net (top) and head
coach Karl Hobbs pumps his ﬁst after the win.
After the win, Hobbs exhaled season, we planned on making
a deep breath and said “wow.” history by being the third (GW)
Despite qualifying for the NCAA team in a row to make the NCAA
tournament, Hobbs said he was tournament, and we did that. We
not worried about the seed.
won the A-10. We set goals and
“Getting to the tournament we accomplished those goals,”
is an over-achievement,” Hobbs Hollis said.
said. “We don’t care about where
The end of this season
we’re seeded and where we marked the ﬁnality of the careers
are going. We are excited to go of Dokun Akingbade, Carl Elliott
out and get some new dancing and Regis Koundjia.
shoes,” he said.
Elliott said, “I enjoyed my exFreshman Damian Hollis, perience here. For us to come this
who scored ﬁve points against far with a young basketball team
Vanderbilt, said the Colonials means a lot to me. They gave it
conquered what it set out to.
100 percent every day and I love
“In the beginning of the them for that.” n

Despite media reports naming Karl Hobbs
as a candidate for several coaching vacancies,
GW has not granted any
school permission to
speak to the men’s head
coach.
GW Director of Athletics Jack Kvancz said
the University of South
Florida, a member of the
Big East Conference that
has a coaching opening,
has not contacted the
University for permission
to speak to Hobbs.
“No one has contacted me yet,” Kvancz said
Wednesday
afternoon.
“I’m certainly not looking for anyone to call, but
if they do, we’ll go from
there.”
CBSSportsline.com
columnist Gregg Doyel
said Hobbs is “interested” in the South Florida
opening. The Hartford
Courant reported that
Hobbs is also on the radar for the University of
Colorado’s opening.
Since Hobbs is under contract until 2011,
any school interested in
talking to him about a
job opening would need
to contact the University for permission. Last
year, Hobbs spoke to the
University of Cincinnati
about its vacancy.
South Florida could be
an attractive position because of its membership
in the Big East Conference, which had six teams
in this year’s NCAA tournament. Hobbs played in
the Big East and was an
assistant for eight years
at Connecticut, also a
member school.
Hobbs was on a recruiting trip for GW and
did not return a call for
comment.
–Jake Sherman

How Sweet
(16) it is

from p.##
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Coach Joe McKeown shows his unappiness wth a call during GW’s 59-47 win over Texas A&M in the second round of the NCAA tournament
in Los Angeles Monday night (above left). Junior Kim Beck (right) had 18 points in the win, which sent the Colonials to the Sweet 16.

WOMEN

from p. 1

around, as sophomore twins Jessica and Jazmine Adair stand at
6 foot 4 and 6 foot 3, respectively.
North Carolina freshman Jessica
Breland, sophomore Iman McFarland and junior LaToya Pringle
are each 6-foot-3 but only Pringle,
a starter, sees double-digit minutes.
The Tar Heels’ Ivory Latta is
the team’s real threat. The 5-foot-6
senior guard averages 16.4 points
per game and is one of the most
productive players in North Carolina history, as she leads the program in scoring, assists and threepoint conversions. She was ESPN.
com’s 2006 Player of the Year and
the Atlantic Coast Conference

tournament MVP.
Latta is also a candidate for the
Nancy Lieberman Award, which
recognizes the top point guard in
the country, an honor for which
GW junior Kim Beck has also been
nominated. Beck, who is 5-foot-8,
averages 11.5 points per game but
has a tendency to score when it
matters (she had 18 against Texas
A&M in the second round).
For Cole, the team’s only senior, every game could be her last
but she said knowing her days as
a Colonial are limited hasn’t been
her top motivation.
“To be honest, I hadn’t thought
of it that much,” Cole said. “It’s
not one of the forethoughts in
my mind. Every game, especially
since it’s tournament time, one of
the main focuses for myself and
my team is not leaving anything
on the ﬂoor because it is ‘one and

done,’ and everyone comes to
play.”
This is the Colonials’ ﬁfth
straight appearance in the NCAA
tournament but its ﬁrst trip to the
Sweet 16 in 10 years. In those 10
years, McKeown’s teams have lost
in the second round ﬁve times and
gone out in the ﬁrst round another
two times. It seemed the hump
that must be overcome in order to
play in the second weekend had
been too high, until this season.
Many parallels exist between
the 1997 squad, which reached the
Elite Eight, and the one representing GW today. Both cracked the
top ten in the national polls and
both ended their showing at the
Atlantic 10 conference tournament
with a loss to Saint Joseph’s.
And that season, McKeown’s
squad beat North Carolina in the
Sweet 16. n
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Jake Sherman – Sports Editor (jsherman@gwhatchet.com)
Joanna Shapes – Asst. Sports Editor (jshapes@gwhatchet.com)

GW (59)

NUMBER CRUNCH
–The number of points the North Carolina
women’s basketball team averaged this season.
The Colonials averaged 67.5 points per outing.

Texas A&M (47)

Don’t
forget the
ﬂip side
J

oe McKeown knows that North
Carolina is good. He understands
that Ivory Latta is great and called
Erlana Larkins one of the best inside
players in women’s college basketball. The
last time the two teams met – the second
round of the NCAA tournament in 2005
– it ended GW’s season.
If that weren’t enough, the Tar Heels
are one of the four top seeds in the tournament, while the Colonials are a ﬁve seed.
“But on the ﬂip side,” McKeown said
Wednesday, “We are 28-3.”
So Sunday, when the Colonials tip off
against North Carolina in Dallas, the Tar
Heels are guaranteed to be the favorite.
Basketball pundits may see GW as a bump
in the road for the Atlantic Coast Conference power, but don’t count this team out.
One of McKeown’s worries is a phenomenon that is not uncommon in college
basketball. In the second round of the tournament, the Tar Heels squeeked by Notre
Dame 60-51 after trailing nearly all game.
When teams struggle, they often show up
in the next game with a renewed sense of
conﬁdence.
“Sometimes in the NCAA you grind it
out for a win and explode the next game,”
McKeown said. “We just hope that doesn’t
happen with us.”
Despite an early
exit to Saint Joseph’s
in the Atlantic 10 tournament, this season
has gone as planned
for the Colonials.
They lost to Maryland
and Tennessee, both
Jake
top-10 teams all year,
Sherman but stayed perfect in
the conference until
the A-10 tournament. Part of that success
is due to its on-court swagger.
“We don’t get too jacked up,” McKeown said. “This team doesn’t really get
fazed with too much.”
It has been evident this season that the
Colonials was the cream of the crop in the
A-10 but the team’s prospects in the NCAA
tournament were lingering all year. Could
they make that elusive Final Four?
“We kind of knew if we stayed in and
had no injuries, we would have a good
chance of getting to the Sweet 16,” McKeown said.
For McKeown, the NCAA is always a
sore spot because as this program has risen through the ranks of women’s college
basketball, it seems to always get slighted.
In its last 12 tournament appearances, the
GW women’s basketball team has played
a team on its opponent’s home court eight
times. They are a rung below the level of
Connecticut, Tennessee and North Carolina.
The Final Four, this year in Cleveland,
has slipped away too many times for McKeown’s liking. When his squad made the
Elite Eight in 1997, they had the lead over
Notre Dame with three minutes to go in
the game. McKeown said he could “sniff”
success. The next play, the Irish completed
a three point play to reverse the lead and
eventually beat GW.
So beating the Tar Heels can be a panacea for McKeown’s soreness toward the
NCAA.
Waiting on the other side of a victory is
the winner of the Georgia/Purdue game.
In the last two years, GW beat both the
Bulldogs and the Boilermakers but they
won’t look past Carolina. They can’t look
past Carolina. n

Ten years in
the making
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Junior Kim Beck elevates for a shot Monday night.

Oﬀense expected to be key in matchup with UNC
by Joanna Shapes
Assistant Sports Editor

Nick Gingold/assistant photo editor

Junior Whitney Allen guards Texas A&M’s Takia Starks during GW’s 59-47 win over the Aggies
Monday night in Los Angeles. This is Allen’s third NCAA basketball tournament.

It’s Wednesday afternoon and
the GW women’s basketball team,
which just returned to Foggy Bottom after a 59-47 victory over
Texas A&M in the second round of
the NCAA tournament in Los Angeles, is hard at work in the Smith
Center.
As the squad gathers at center
court, junior Sarah-Jo Lawrence
takes a shot from behind the arc
and watches as it bounces off the
rim. She turns toward the circle
her teammates have formed, but
coach Joe McKeown turns her
back toward the hoop and tells
her to take another shot. Another
miss – in and out. After many attempts, one ﬁnally swooshes and
her tutorial ends.
Lawrence’s ability to hit those
shots will be important as the
ﬁfth-seeded Colonials face topseeded North Carolina Sunday in
the Sweet 16, the program’s ﬁrst
appearance in the second weekend of the tournament in 10 years.
Scoring is something that
plagued GW in the opening minutes of its second-round game,
when they were down 16-8 midway through the ﬁrst half, and
in the closing minutes of the Colonials’ ﬁrst-round game against
Boise State, where the Colonials
were outscored 29-13 in the ﬁnal
seven minutes of an eventual 76-67

victory. All season, while the Colonials seemed defensively sound,
getting the ball in the hoop has
caused a problem for GW at some
point almost every game.
“You have to score, that’s the
biggest thing in these types of
games,” McKeown said. “You’ve
got to ﬁnd ways to score. We’re
both really good defensive teams,
but you have to ﬁnd ways to ﬁnd

“You have to score, that’s
the biggest thing in these
types of games ... You have
to ﬁnd ways to ﬁnd points.”
JOE MCKEOWN
GW HEAD COACH

points.”
Against the Aggies, junior
Kim Beck had 18 points. Lawrence
scored 12 points. Sophomore Jessica Adair added 10. The Colonials
have been a team with scoring
spread out among multiple players, with at least two players scoring in double ﬁgures every game,
but an average of 67.5 points per
game does not match North Carolina’s 85.5 points per outing.
After trailing to Texas A&M,
the Colonials went on a 9-0 run

to take its ﬁrst lead of the game. If
GW ﬁnds itself down again, a similar run will become necessary.
“I thought we did a good job
not letting (a scoring drought) carry more than a couple minutes,”
McKeown said. “I thought, when
we were down by eight, we felt a
little out of sync. We need to make
sure we don’t dig ourselves a hole.
Against North Carolina, they
could keep you down in that
hole too.”
Ninth-seeded Notre Dame
held the Tar Heels to 60 points
in the second round and even
led for a good portion of the
game before a scoreless sixminute stretch in the second
half, in which North Carolina
scored 15 points, gave the Tar
Heels a lead that the Fighting
Irish never overcame.
Senior Kenan Cole said that
her team will use that game as a
guide for its own on Sunday.
“Watching the game, we could
see some of (North Carolina’s)
weaknesses that Notre Dame
took advantage of, and some of
the things that Notre Dame could
have improved on that we’re going to look to do,” Cole said. “But
we’re going in with a lot of conﬁdence.” n

ONLINEEXTRA
Follow the Colonials run live in
Dallas: blog.gwhatchet.com

